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  Introduction



Zac’s life adventures started with a mechanical problem. He wanted to be a policeman but, when the pump in the dishwasher causes a major flood, he deploys his natural acrobatic talents to save his own life. This prepares him for an exciting, humorous and very different career lasting well beyond his earthly existence.




Fiona wants to go mountaineering like her father. When she is old enough she heads off to conquer some of both her local and the world’s biggest mountains.




Tommy lives in Texas, where hurricanes are quite common. One evening he has to deploy all the bravery he can muster to save lives.




The occupants of a road in London are enjoying a summer’s evening when there is a thunder storm and lightening strike. Gertrude-Jane witnesses some extraordinary sites and has an electrifying experience.




Is Issy a normal child, is she particularly talented or has she been born with superhuman powers?







  Dedication



To those children who I had the privilege of working with for a short time, in the early 2000s - at Wheatley Primary, Wheatley Park, Beckley Primary, in Oxfordshire and at St. Bridget’s Primary, in West Kirby. I hope you all have had and continue to have satisfying and rewarding lives (you will all, of course, be in your thirties now). If things have been hard for you so far, I hope life will improve dramatically. Remember you are all unique and special. 
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Zac’s Early Life




When you stack the dishwasher, 

You usually stack at night, 

Not too many knives and forks, 

You have to stack it right.







If cheese and peanut butter, 

If jam or chocolate fudging, 

Are not rinsed off or scraped enough, 

These foods will not be budging.







The dial is turned to sixty, 

The plates correctly placed, 

The tablet snug inside its slot, 

Our water cannot waste.







Some yellow bowls from Habitat, 

Two mugs from Kurdistan, 

The plates from Whitby flea market,  

Some pans from Jim and Fran.







Once washed and rinsed together, 

Should all look clean and bright, 

But some noddy left a teabag in, 

That gurgling sound’s not right!







The pressure of the water rose, 

Pipes bulged in unison, 

The copper joints split uncontrolled, 

Machine’s innards came undone!







In Durham city water rose, 

The kitchen floor awash, 

Poor Zac surprised and very wet, 

His surroundings not so posh.







Two half washed socks, a  T-shirt too, 

An old penny then sprang out, 

The pump imploded with a bang, 

Zac’s life in serious doubt.







The gush of water from the mains, 

A deluge issued forth, 

His mother lost her grip on him, 

The force it took Zac North.







Waves propelled him through the door, 

It shot him through the gate, 

Boy was washed clean far away, 

A shame his dad was late.







He missed his son by half an hour, 

He never saw him fly, 

Atop the wave of soapy suds, 

The shops he passed them by.







Life’s future dreams, career hopes,  
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