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Introduction
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First, let’s begin with this thought in our heart and mind – 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Creator of the universe, Author of all life and who proclaimed one of His many Name’s as Jehovah Rapha (God our Healer) near the beginning of our creation and has revealed in His word - His purpose, divine will and goodness. His will (desire) is revealed to the intent that all of His people live a blessed abundant life, live in divine health and live free from the dominion of sin. To be free from what I’d call the side-effects of living in a sin-filled world. There is no sickness or disease in heaven nor when He created the earth in the beginning. In fact, the Father has a desire that is so far beyond what we could possibly imagine for our healing and restoration, than what most people can believe or receive for themselves. His Son, Jesus of Nazareth, the Anointed One proved the heart of the Father’s will and desire virtually every day while ministering three and a half years on this earth. 

Since the inception of the church, there has been a problem within the world-wide church body. Many have forgotten that the gospel ministry of Jesus Christ included healing and miracles. And this includes living in freedom from sin, sickness and disease. Rebellion and sin entered this earth through the original author of sin, the devil – Satan. Adam wasn’t the original sinner. The Bible reveals Satan as the deceiver, the father of liars, the destroyer, etc. It’s unfortunate that Satan has been able to deceive many in the world-wide church today, through false doctrines. Many believers have been persuaded out of the good things and works of God that were originally intended for His children to participate in and enjoy! Healing ministry and the work of Holy Spirit didn’t pass away with works of Jesus and the original Apostles. In fact, healing and miracles continue to happen to this day because the Holy Spirit is still operating in the earth. 

What ultimately led to the compilation of this book started with the suggestion given by my pastor in the spring of 2023, when he handed me the task of providing Spirit-led instruction regarding the subject of equipping our local church body in the healing ministry. He knew my wife and I had been trained off and on over the years and I’ve taught on this subject in our home during Bible study meetings. Those who attended the Sunday equip class indicated their appreciation and were thankful for the class, and they planned to put it to good use as they minister in and beyond the walls of the church. Subsequently, after teaching the Sunday class, I was prompted in spirit to follow up with taking on the task of authoring this book. This material expounds upon what was presented in the four-week Sunday morning class, and includes extra material that limited time would not allow to be covered during that class.

Clarification is needed before moving forward. The word “ministry” or “minister” is not necessarily understood properly and it does have several applications related to government officials and various religions. Some in our Christian circles may understand the word as a title that is solely intended for a reverend or a pastor in the church. The word does not necessarily mean to be appointed to a high-ranking position or to attain a certain title in life or within a church. Nor does the word mean to be qualified for a certain position within the church, nor to have a specific call from the Lord. The word simply means to be a servant, to give aid, or to provide a service. What many believers are going to discover in reading this material is that believers in Christ are anointed by the Holy Spirit for work in the ministry, in the service of others which includes healing ministry. That is, being a willing servant used as a vessel of the Holy Spirit in providing this service to those in need. 

During the Sunday equip class, I also discovered that there were several attendees who were not necessarily ready on a spiritual level to receive this type of training. During the classes, several questions were raised that required additional study, inquiry, and direction from the Holy Spirit to provide responses and direction. In addition, the questions revealed that there were limitations expressed by some believers, whereas others were stuck in a certain place in their understanding, while others were wrestling with previously known denominational and doctrinal positions created by men. The questions caused me to realize that if people in our local spirit-filled church were raising these questions, then the worldwide church would also have similar, if not the exact same questions. The intent of this book is to aid like-minded believers who desire to get involved directly with providing healing ministry and for those needing help who are on the receiving end of this ministry.  

Many believe God can heal, and may even heal some, but for whatever reason, they also think it may not be His will or His time to heal them specifically. Many mistakenly believe God plays a game called selective favoritism with His children due either to their own poor misunderstanding of God’s sovereignty or their own thoughts of being unworthy. This is completely wrong and untrue. This violates numerous scriptures which reveal one true aspect of God’s character in that Father God doesn’t show partiality or favoritism among any of His children. (Romans 2: 11) It is true that He freely gives us His love and favor - His children, but He doesn’t play favoritism. In fact John 17, Jesus himself prays for us to understand the Father loves us as much as He loves His Son Jesus. If His love is the same, then His favor is also the same. He doesn’t favor one person more than another. Plus, believers are made worthy though the finished works of Jesus Christ and the cross. The Bible calls us saints, joint heirs with Him. 

This poor belief system gives cover for their own doubt or unbelief by thinking their healing will only occur at a time of His own choosing sometime down the road in life. Doubt and unbelief are completely contrary to faith. Faith - that is, being fully persuaded, absolutely convinced God is true to keep His word. I write this because Jesus never turned anyone away from being healed when he ministered in person on the earth. With Him, healing was always in the now, in the present. And we find in Hebrews chapter 1, that Jesus is described as the express image of the Father. One could state it this way – while on earth, Jesus operated as a man and also operated in what is described as ‘the mirror image of the Father’ in word, character, integrity, action and deed. When one looked and watched Jesus in daily life, they were looking at the heart intentions of the Father. We understand from the gospel accounts and Philippians chapter 2 that He left heaven and His godly privileges behind, He became flesh, operated as a man on earth and was filled with the power of the Holy Spirit. Even today, Jesus doesn’t turn anyone away from their healing or miracle because He truly is the same yesterday, today and forever. The reality of it all, God is not and has not been the problem here. In a general sense the problem has originated with people for a myriad of reasons, known and unknown, that can range from their lack of understanding to their impatience, their inexperience with walking by faith. Then with many others, it includes but is not limited to their own doubt and unbelief. 

It is my hope in presenting this narrative that it will assist and help you in adjusting your perspective and thoughts on how healing can be applied in ministry and to reveal how healing can be received, scripturally. The following chapters may be a challenge for many of you in changing your views. At the very least, ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind for further clarity in understanding His word. As you read, you’ll find there is much more to this than you think. It is more than creating prayer chains of people, or laying on of hands, or by traveling a thousand miles to have a certain “big-name” celebrity advertised as a healing evangelist to pray over you, whomever they might be. My last comment is not intended as a criticism of people who seek out such people and do these things as much as it is intended more so as a wake-up call for individual everyday church-going believers to look deeper into what the Word of God says about this subject and recognize that the greater One resides inside each one of us who believe. The greater One who raised Christ from the dead and gives life to our mortal bodies. Jesus stated that it only takes two or three people agreeing together in prayer in His Name and that He’d be with them. Please don’t misunderstand, if someone is compelled and needs to call upon the elders, then do so immediately. If someone only has faith in prayer chains, then call and create a list of people as soon as possible. But let’s realize there is room to grow for everyone who is in Christ regarding this endeavor. This work is not intended to be done solely by the pastor or visiting evangelist. All believers are to be about our Father’s business.

Grab your Bible to follow along, because there will be a significant number of scriptures referenced that will be covered to review and to read aloud, hear them and believe them for yourself.  Most of the scriptures herein will be quoted from the New King James version. If you happen to have a different Bible version, that is ok. 

Here is a fair warning to those participating in providing healing ministry to others. This ministry or service is not necessarily for those that are weak and young in the Lord, and not for the faint of heart. You will be fighting the enemy and his cohorts in his territory and there will be physical and spiritual attacks, pressures and trials that will come against you. This is not something to be afraid of.  Persecution and pressure will come from the world and even from those who are close friends, co-workers as well as loved ones.  There will be people who will mock you, persecute you, and even leave you. This ministry may not be suited for you until you’ve had time to sufficiently grow up in the Lord.  Examine your own heart and make sure you have direction and confirmation from the Holy Spirit before you proceed in this work of ministry. Know who you are in Christ and use your spiritual armor!
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Chapter 1 – Being Equipped
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To begin this conversation, let’s start by reviewing the following scripture found in Paul’s letter to the believers in the city of Ephesus:


Ephesians 4: 11-12 (NKJV),  “...And He Himself (Jesus) gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,...”.



The verses above indicate that Christ “gave” something to the church. Most of us know that when a person gives a gift to another person it is usually considered a valued gift, even a precious gift. So when we read that people are given to a particular church body or to the church as a whole, they should be considered valued gifts to the church from our Lord Jesus. In fact, Paul mentions Christ’s gift  to us by referring to this in verse 7 of the same chapter in Ephesians. 

On the other hand, we should also be aware and not blind to the fact Satan will always attempt to provide a counterfeit. He does this through those who are false apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. Many times we find these people will have a form of godliness in their lifestyle but they will also deny the power of God. Believers are warned in scripture to avoid and turn away from such people. (Re: 2Timothy 3: 5) Denying the Spirit and power of God is known by another name – that is called ‘blasphemy.’ This shouldn’t be a concern if you’re connected to a good local church body that has their foundation in the entirety of God’s Word and in the redemptive work of our Lord Jesus Christ, then you will do well. 

Now the purpose of these gifts are noted in verse 12. It states, “for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying (or building up) of the body of Christ.” Let’s define the word “equipping” noted in verse 12. In my study Bible, there is both a definition and a perception provided by a biblical scholar.  Definition – A making fit, preparing, training, perfecting, making fully qualified for service.  Scholar perception – The text teaches that all leadership gifts (that is, apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher) are given by Christ to “equip” the whole body of the congregation.  Supernatural ministry is not flamboyant displays of platform stars who gather followers like satellites. Rather, true ministry at work in the church begets vital, spiritually functional people throughout the whole church family. The body is to be built up by the mutual efforts of all the members supplying their contribution to the whole. The call to empower people requires mentoring, training, imparting, and discipling – all aimed at preparing the body for stability and increase. Following this, the scholar references Apostle Paul’s approach to ministry found in 1Corinthians 2: 4-5 and Romans 13: 8.


1Corinthians 2: 4-5 (NKJV),  “...And my speech and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”




Romans 13: 8 (NKJV),  “Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.



Unfortunately, in the world-wide church today, there is not a lot of ‘equipping of the saints’ for ministry happening. There are a couple of reasons for this. One reason is that after Christianity became a state religion under Constantine about 1600 years ago, the church became more of a ritualistic hierarchy of elders, deacons, priests, bishops and pope’s. The congregations of people came to depend totally on the hierarchy within the leadership to do all of the work in ministry. Second reason is that the church has never truly broken away from this tradition from men. Most church-attenders today would not necessarily want to join church ministry or know how to approach entering the ministry if offered the opportunity. Many prefer to remain dependent on their local pastor or priest for them to perform all of the ministry service. Historically, the church has lost sight of this scripture reference in that this is one of the main remedies to counter or reverse the lack of church growth. Sadly, the evangelistic efforts of the majority of the church world-wide tend to be reliant on their powerless man-made doctrinal positions and the wisdom of men. Many denominational efforts today are contrary to the evangelistic success of the Apostle Paul with a couple of examples given in Acts 14: 8–10 and 1Cor. 2: 4. We will further discuss Paul’s ministry a little later in this chapter. In fact, those who do believe that the healing ministry continues in this day and hour are in the minority. It’s unfortunate that many in the church today are willing to travel thousands of miles to receive a healing touch from God through some well-known minister, yet many don’t realize they already have access to the Father’s throne room through His Spirit who dwells inside each believer.  (John 14:23 & 17:20-23, Eph. 2:1-8) The same Spirit who resurrected Jesus Christ from the dead!

It is true a disconnect has occurred in the body of Christ since the time of the original apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors or teachers who walked the earth, but what remains with us today are four main things passed down to us that are confirmations of truth. These things agree with their witness and the entire message in the New Testament. The first one is that we have an accurate record of their witness and their lives presented in the New Testament via the Gospel accounts of Jesus along with the written letters to the church that came by inspiration through the Spirit of God. Second, there is roughly 24,000 historical records from the early church period provided by the church and worldly historians along with a Jewish historian named Josephus. He records the destruction of Jerusalem and the existence of Jesus, though he himself was a non-believer. Third, we find a small verse written by the Apostle Peter himself that equates the writings of Paul letters to the churches to be on the same level as inspired scripture:


(2Peter 3: 15,16 NKJV) “...as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, as also in all his epistle’s (letters), speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.” 



Finally, we find that the book of Acts of the Apostles as it was written by Luke doesn’t indicate an ending. Some have suggested that there is no end because the story continues and is still alive being figuratively written by the church today. Others have stated the name of this book should be retitled as “The Acts of the Holy Spirit.” Given this understanding, there are some pastors and teachers available today who believe and understand the referenced scripture in Ephesians has an application for us today and remains pertinent for the entire church body. Scripture reveals and intends for all believers to grow up to maturity in Christ and eventually move into daily ministry operations. Once we understand this process of having to be equipped for ministry or service, we must also recognize other aspects of this ministry. 

But before we discuss this service, let’s review Ephesians 4: 12 a little further, it also says the phrase “equipping saints.”  Before believers can truly minister to someone, they should first be honest with themselves and check their own heart and ask themselves the following question - “How do I perceive myself?  Another way of saying this – “What do I think about myself?  The reason for the question is simple, Proverbs 23: 7 indicates a truth we should ponder - “As he thinks in his heart, so is he...”  Why would someone think this may be an important item to consider?  It is extremely important from the aspect of how and what ministers communicate to the one they are serving.  This is a basic principle in life, it’s called “first impressions.” It’s a matter of how we communicate and/or speak what we think and how we believe every moment of every day. Most people will notice your body language before they even consider talking to you on a personal level. We must understand how we present ourselves in action and in the words we chose to speak. Our words carry weight, and meaning, and they have power, depending on how we use them.  Are we speaking comforting, encouraging, uplifting words to someone or are we speaking negative words to someone or a situation?  Our words matter more in the realm of the spirit than we may think. In Matthew 12:36, Jesus stated that for every idle word men may speak, they will give an account of it in the day of judgement.  If He is stating this about our idle words, or idle talk, I wonder what the ramifications will be regarding our words that have created either positive or negative consequences in our life and in the life of others around us? In this ministry we must be aware and understand the power of the spoken word.




Proverbs 18:21 (NKJV) “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those who love it will eat its fruit.”



Ecclesiastes 5: 2 and 6-7  (NKJV) “Do not be rash with your mouth, and let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in heaven, and you on earth; therefore let your words be few.” ... “Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor say before the messenger of God [angel] that it was an error. Why should God be angry at your excuse and destroy the work of your hands? For in the multitude of dreams and many words there is also vanity. But fear God.”
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