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Chapter 1 Death in Paradise

It was a moonless night. A lone woman dressed in bright colors walked alone down the cobblestone streets. She smiled to herself knowing she had earned some good money. She enjoyed her work and always had. She loved to entertain men and get paid for it.

She was deep in thought about what she would do next time she would be entertaining. A hooded figure came out of the shadows and soon followed the courtier. The hooded one was silent and carefully walked on the cobblestones.

He gave her no warning and no time to react. In a flash he covered her mouth with his hand and slit her throat. She collapsed and he let her fall down by herself. A pool of blood formed from her neck. He smiled in the dark and ran off.

No one heard her stifled scream. No one saw him of what he had done. It wasn’t until the next morning that her body was discovered by someone going to work. The blood had congealed by then. The worker’s scream rang out throughout the City of Paradise and brought many to see what had happened.

More screams and soon a crowd had gathered. The palace guards arrived to see what was going on.

“Alright, everyone go about your business. We’ll take care of the body.” A guard blinked and stared at the crowd.

The crowd murmured, but soon dispersed. The other guards stood around.

“Now, what do we do? Clearly that’s a courtier.”

A sigh. “Someone run and tell the queen. I don’t think we can move the body just yet. We need to stay here to make sure it doesn’t get disturbed.”

A guard volunteered and ran to the palace. He didn’t stop until he had reached the queen. He was out of breath.

Queen Amelia gasped. “What is it?”

“A body has been found.”

Amelia and Kaev held each other’s hands.

The guard took a deep breath. “It was a courtier just found this morning. Did you hear the screaming?”

Both Amelia and Kaev nodded.

Amelia said, “We were wondering what it was about. Where is the body now?”

“Still out in the city. Some of the other guards are there to make sure it isn’t disturbed. We aren’t sure what to do next.”

Amelia sighed. “Kaev, I think we need the Guardians for this.”

Kaev nodded. “Yes, milady. I will contact them. For now, let me go to the body and get some readings.”

The guard bowed. “As you wish. Follow me.” The guard led Kaev to the body.

The guards were still surrounding it as people went about their business. Many noticed, but stayed cleared of the body and the guards.

Kaev stopped and looked at the body. He pulled out his little computer and scanned the body. He knelt down and took pictures. He slipped his little computer back into his clothing and stood up. “Alright, guards, you may move the body. Just be careful with it.”

“Sir, where will we take it?”

“Don’t you have an undertaker in this city?”

“Yes. Is that where you want us to take it?”

“That will be fine for now. I’ve already taken pictures and scanned for evidence. The body can be buried now.”

The guards nodded and took the body to the undertaker without another word.


Chapter 2 Guardian Meeting

Kaev watched the guards leave with the body. He sighed. The last thing he wanted to see was another dead woman. He pulled out his little computer and sent a message to the Guardians. He was relieved he didn’t have to do this alone. He slipped his computer back inside his clothing and walked back to the palace.

Once inside, he found his beloved queen. “Amelia, a courtier has been murdered.”

Amelia gasped. “I see. Where is the body now?”

“I told the guards to take it to the undertaker.”

“Very well. I will contact Amy.”

He sighed and sat down next to her. “I sent a message to the Guardians. I can tell you her throat was slit.”

“Do you have any idea who did it?”

He shook his head. “If we had cameras up in the city, we’d have some kind of idea of when it happened. But it’s hard to say. It was sometime in the middle of night.”

She sighed. “I don’t know if my people would like the cameras. Some are still very superstitious.”

“I know. You are the queen. I can only advise you. However, I can tell you where we have cameras set up in the Guardian Holds, many don’t really noticed them. Many are hardly aware they are there.”

She blinked. “So, cameras aren’t that noticeable?”

He shook his head. “I never found them so.”

“Will the Guardians install them if I ask them?”

“Yeah. It’s just a question of who will check them.”

“Well, I think it would be better if it were my people, but perhaps some of the city guards should be Guardians too.”

“That’s not a bad idea. I thought some of them already were.”

“Not that many Guardians are actually here. It’s more that we have a room in the palace where we can meet with the Guardians all over the world.”

“Oh, then I will let them know that at the meeting.” His computer beeped. He pulled it out. “Oh, we’ll be doing that soon. Will Amy attend?”

“I don’t know. I suppose it will be alright if she doesn’t. I don’t know if she can handle the technology.”

He nodded. He smiled at her. After a moment he leaned towards her and kissed her on her forehead. They left their private apartment to go to their meeting with Amy.

They soon found her waiting for them in the great hall. She was frowning.

Amelia said, “Thank you for coming, Amy.”

Amy turned to face Amelia and Kaev. “So, one of my girls was murdered last night.”

Kaev sighed. “Unfortunately, yes.”

Amy sighed. “The undertaker just told me. I ran over there. I know who she was.”

Amelia said, “Good. We need her story.”

Amy said, “I’m writing her eulogy.”

Kaev said, “Good. I have contacted the Guardians and I know they will want to talk to you about her.”

Amy sighed. “Very well. They may also speak to others in the Courtier Guild if they’d like. I won’t interfere with their investigation.”

Amelia said, “Good. That will help out. We don’t want the courtiers murdered. They deserve respect.”

Amy said, “At least you haven’t stopped us. You tend to let us be and do our work.”

Amelia blinked. “I know some enjoy the work and I don’t want to take that from them.”

Amy smiled. “You never liked it that well.”
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