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Kael helped Elara through the narrow opening. The air inside the passage was thick and cold, smelling of ancient stone and burnt ash. He paused, holding the silver medallion, its faint light barely cutting through the gloom. "This vault wasn't built to keep things out," Kael whispered. "It was built to keep things hidden."
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Elara reached out, tracing a swirling glyph etched into the damp stone wall. The shadows she had learned to manipulate back in the cavern felt different here-heavier, more solid. "The council leader said they were going to 'destroy' the First Fire," she said, her voice echoing. "But I
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