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Upstairs at Claire’s

Women of all ages share their stories and
selected secrets at “Claire’s Hair Affair,” the preferred beauty
shop in South Branch, secure in the expectation that even though
Claire knows all the secrets, she’ll be discreet about retelling
them. Claire is a widow in her mid-fifties, a sweetheart in every
way, although prone to loneliness from time to time.

She lives in an apartment above the salon and
to supplement her income from the business, she rents out, or
sometimes provides as a free community service, a spare bedroom
upstairs to selected citizens of South Branch who are in need of a
short-term setting for furtive, fleshly frolics. Claire’s office
shares a porous partition with the “loving room” and she sometimes
settles in on the office sofa and imagines she’s involved in the
proceedings, remembers the pleasures of her youth, or subsequently
provides a shoulder to cry on for those clients whose partners are
imperfect. Of course, Claire has opportunities to make use of this
hideaway herself from time to time, and even she’s surprised at
some of the good luck she’s had there!
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Claire and Mary Ann had been friends since
they were schoolgirls fifty years ago, but after they shared an
unanticipated evening of devil-may-care sex a few months before,
their bond now boasted breathtaking and beautiful benefits. As they
were enjoying each other's company in the “Loving Room”, above
“Claire's Hair Affair” one afternoon, Mary Ann mentioned that she
would soon be traveling to Chicago on the occasion of the annual
Librarians’ Convention. This quickly led to a proposal that was
unanimously approved, a girls’ weekend in the Windy City! The
shared thrill of anticipating intimate time together, far away from
the nosey neighbors of South Branch, quickly became their favorite
form of foreplay.

 


Friday

On the anticipated morning, Mary Ann twirled
slowly in front of the full-length mirror on the wall of her
bedroom. The morning light was beautiful, and she looked lovely in
her lacy new panties, but she decided it would be more fun to go
without them as she and Claire began their getaway in Chicago. She
placed the sexy panties in her suitcase and smiled to herself as
she wondered how soon Claire would discover they weren't in their
expected place.

Mary Ann's husband drove her to the train
station, gave her a careless kiss in the car, and waited while she
collected her luggage. Once he heard the “thunk” of the trunk he
sped off without exhibiting any additional attentiveness. Mary Ann
observed to herself that this small interaction pretty much
mirrored the mechanics of their marriage. At least the mayor, with
whom she was having an affair, had given her a loving kiss and hug
behind his office door after they had a parting lunch together the
previous day.

In spite of the unceremonious send off, Mary
Ann was in a joyful mood. The annual Librarians’ Convention was the
one time of the year when she was able to travel alone to a distant
and thrilling place where she was completely on her own to do as
she wished; and this year would be even more thrilling since Claire
would be with her. Their status was new enough that Mary Ann
experienced a quick gasp of delighted surprise as she remembered
how she and her old friend would be amusing each other on the
trip.
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