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Dedication

To Aaron, my brave and laughing Levite,

Matthew, my quick-witted genius,

and Kayti, my beautiful dancing drama
queen.

My babies. My teachers.

You have changed everything I ever believed
about love.

How blessed I am to have been given

the privilege of sharing your lives.

My prayer is that each of you will live
lives

extravagantly wrapped in Jesus.

You take my breath away.


 My Heart

I am a firm believer in deep and passionate
pursuit.

I never want to live my life without it. I am
absolutely convinced that we, God’s Daughters, were never intended
to live a dry passionless existence, but were created with a fiery
love burning inside of us for the One Who breathed life into
us.

Whether washing His feet with our tears, or
running to tell everyone we have seen Him, our history in the earth
has been one of great passion. We are marked by and come alive in
those moments when everything inside of us awakens and moves, our
spirits being deeply stirred by the very heartbeat of God.

We, the daughters, are of the ones who stayed
at the cross, and the ones who first shared the news of His
resurrection. Why do you think we were afforded such a privilege?
Perhaps it was because He knew we could not stay away from Him long
enough for someone else to find out first. We were just that in
love with Him.

We are the hungry, the pursuing, the
passionate Bride of Christ, and we should live as nothing less.

I want more than anything else to let women
everywhere know how extravagantly they are loved, and how lavishly
they can love in return. My heart’s desire is to live my life
faithfully, compelling others to live in fullest service to, and
with greatest passion for, Their Beloved.

For truly, His is an all-consuming love.


 Foreword

The house is finally quiet. The children have
fallen asleep after a full day of swimming, climbing, sandboxes,
tire swings and general mayhem. I think they all passed the tired
point about two hours ago, but waited for exhaustion to carry them
into the oblivion of sleep. I love this time of night. It is my
time to reflect. My time to look back on the day and all that I
have learned; to count my blessings, so to speak.

I pick up a Barbie doll from the living room
floor, convinced that I will find her clothes just around the
corner. A soccer ball staggers across the floor as my fuzzy slipper
accidentally nudges it from its resting place, the center of the
living room floor. I turn to pick the ball up and trip over my
son’s little sneakers – size 13s that look more like speed bumps
than shoes. Still calm. Still reflecting on the day.

My findings deposited safely in the
appropriate rooms, I venture into the kitchen, the hub of the
Loflin household. This is where we congregate, share meals, talk
about school and work. I run my hand across the counter, chasing a
family of dust bunnies that moved in and seem determined to stay.
The family cat, Molly, circles my feet, mewing as she begs for the
food that will sustain her – giving her yet another opportunity to
cough up fur balls during my dinner parties. I stack a few dishes
in the dishwasher as I try to remember what it was I had forgotten
to do this evening. My husband calls from the other room. I
remember what it was I had forgotten.

The house is finally quiet. I sit down in
front of my computer; all of the thoughts I had saved just for this
moment begin to saunter through my mind. My fingers finally touch
the keyboard…

I awaken with the imprint of a semi-colon on
my forehead.

I offer this time and this study to you, my precious
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It is because of You that I am
compelled to share this ministry through written word. You so fill
my heart that I can scarce contain all You have given me. I pray
that You touch everyone who walks this path with me. May they be
enlightened by Your Word, wooed by Your Holy Spirit, and set free
by the Truth of Who You are.
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 Week One

I Wish Someone Had Told Me Perfection is a
Process

“Be perfect, therefore, as your Heavenly Father is
perfect.”

Matthew 5:48

Day 1

Perfect Grace

Day 2

Perfect Growth

Day 3

Perfect Wisdom

Day 4

Perfect Mercy

Day 5

Perfect Love


This week’s lesson will deal with the pursuit
of perfection. I can hear the groans as I type the words! Some are
thinking, ‘This week is definitely not for me, I gave up a long
time ago!’ Still, others are thinking, ‘If I could only fix this
specific part of my life everything really would be perfect.’
Whatever your gut response may be, let’s take some time this week
to find out what the Word of God says about our relentless
pursuits. What does He think about our goals and our plans? Is He
our driving force, or are we simply driving ourselves? Are we
seeking a perfect heart or a perfect life? God has planned our
perfection from the beginning. He is the only One capable of
bringing it to pass. Be released into the Master Potter’s hand this
week and allow Him to do what He does best - perfect that which
concerns you.

The Lord will accomplish that which concerns me;
Your [unwavering] lovingkindness, O Lord, endures forever. Do not
abandon the works of Your own hands.

Psalm 138:8 (AB)


 Day 1

Perfect Grace

“I always thank my God for you because of his grace
given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in
every way - with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge -”

1 Corinthians 1:4, 5

I am a preacher’s kid.

Perfect. Preacher’s kid. Perfect. They both
start with a ‘P’ but that is about the only similarity you will
find. Someone should have mentioned this to me years ago. It might
have saved me endless hours of frustration as well as feelings of
failure and inadequacy. The Apostle Paul describes my walk with
Christ in all of its blazing glory in the 7th chapter of
Romans. Read the following verses and see if they do not accurately
portray at least a portion (probably a great portion, if you are
like me) of your life.

Read Romans 7:18-25

From this passage of scripture, write the
verse that most accurately describes the struggles you have
experienced in your Christian walk.

Keep in mind that there is no wrong answer,
but I have a sneaking suspicion that 98 percent of you have written
verse 19. Why? Because we are walking around in flesh and blood
bodies and these bodies really like to have their own way. The
battle between our flesh and our spirit is constant. Look again at
verses 22 and 23. Sounds like a battle going on to me. If Paul
struggled against his flesh, obviously losing that battle at times,
why do we assume that if we just prayed a little harder, read the
Word a little more, spent more time performing charitable acts, or
teaching more Bible studies, we would be able to totally master
this body? It is this assumption that causes many of us to live
defeated Christian lives. We become so focused on our failures that
we cannot see the progress we are making. Am I saying that sin is
okay? Absolutely not! Paul addresses this very issue in Romans
6.

Let’s look at the following scriptures.

Read Romans 6 (yes, the entire chapter)

What did Paul say about continuing to sin?
(v. 1, 2)

What do you think Paul meant when he said we
died to sin?

What instruction does he give us in verses 12
and 13?

How would you answer the question posed in
verse 21?

Why all of the talk of sin and grace? The
road to ‘perfection’ is paved with both. The only One who walked in
perfection upon this earth was Jesus Christ. He arrived in
perfection and maintained that state until the moment He ascended
into the clouds to rejoin His Father. He remains beyond perfection
throughout eternity. As for the rest of us, perfection is a process
steeped in the grace of the Almighty. I guess now might be the
appropriate time to let you off the hook just a bit.
Perfect, in the Greek, is best defined as mature, and
mature is defined as fully developed or grown,
completed. We do not arrive at maturity overnight, just as we
could never hope to attain perfection in this earthly body. We
complete His call to perfection (maturity) on a daily basis. With
this definition in mind, let’s take a look at Matthew 5:48.

Do you think Jesus would ever tell us to do
something that was impossible to do?

What do you think He is saying in this
particular verse?

When we look at this verse in the context of
the original text, we begin to see this command as an attainable
promise instead of a condemning command. Jesus’ words, when looked
at closely, can bring comfort and hope. If He is telling me to grow
in maturity, then I must be able to do just that!

Growth takes time, so God must be giving me
time to grow.

How many of us (when our children began to
walk) would chastise them when they stumbled? Silly isn’t it? Of
course, no loving parent would do that to a baby. We encourage and
instruct, then encourage and instruct some more. Mixed in with all
of this is a truckload of praise, and ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs.’ We stay in
the process with that child until the lesson is completed. After
the child learns to walk, we expect him to continue in that
knowledge. We do not wake up in the morning wondering if that child
will remember how to walk or if that child will choose to walk that
day. We know that the child has learned well and expect him to use
that lesson.

In the same manner, God takes a scriptural
truth and places it before us. He instructs us and encourages us in
that truth, then He instructs and encourages us some more. He stays
with us, constantly speaking this truth to our hearts until we know
it. We toddle around on legs that do not want to carry us where the
scripture leads, and we cry and wail every time we stumble; still
He encourages and instructs. Then one day He says, “Now, child,
walk.”

We have a choice to make in that moment. Will
we walk in what we know to be truth, or will we sit down and refuse
His instruction? Often times the destination set before us will
determine whether or not we walk. How sad that is, for our heart’s
desire should not be the destination, but obedience to the One who
holds destiny in His mighty hands.

Too many days are spent in pursuit of the
destination. But then there are Those Days - days when all
we want to do is walk where He has shown us to walk; days when our
stubborn will bows to His loving instruction; days when being in
His presence is our ultimate destination; days that take our breath
away as we get tiny glimpses of the Awesome One who is teaching us
to walk. These are the days when our spirits expand in the
knowledge of Him and we find ourselves walking the well-lined,
mature road of grace perfected.

In concluding today’s lesson, I would like to
leave you with a couple of questions.

How do you feel when you fail to be
perfect?

Who or what gave you the idea that anything
less than perfection would not be good enough for God?

How do you think God feels when you are not
perfect?

Why do you think He feels that way? What
scriptural proof can you give to back up your belief?


 Day 2

Perfect Growth

“They will be called oaks of righteousness, a
planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor.”

Isaiah 61:3b

Have you ever really thought about being the
display of His splendor? We take great care in dressing,
choosing the appropriate attire for each occasion. We carefully
apply makeup and accessories that will set off the clothing we have
chosen. We wash our hair, using the best products, dry and style
it, and check the mirror just one more time before we head out the
door. And we do all of this for what? The display of our splendor.
Yes, I believe God wants us to take care of our bodies and our
appearance. I believe, though I struggle in this area, that God
intends for us to be faithful stewards over the body He gave us;
exercising it, feeding it properly and subduing it to the authority
of Christ. This, however, was never intended to be our focus. We
are to display His splendor.

A perfect example of incorrect focus would be
the contrast between the time spent dressing for church on Sunday
morning, as compared to the amount of prayer given concerning the
actual service. While standing in front of the mirror one Sunday
morning, yelling for the kids to hurry as I applied that
all-important second coat of mascara (heavy sarcasm), I sensed the
Holy Spirit trying to get my attention. You know how all of a
sudden you begin to feel like something just is not quite
right?

Are you ready? I thought to
myself.

I perused my reflection. Yes; everything was
painted, ironed and smelled good!

Are you ready? The thought ran through
my mind again.

I stared into the mirror hoping to miss the
flaws I knew I would find if I looked too intently. Well, it is
not going to get any better than this, I thought.

Are you ready?

Yes! I am ready, already! I fussed to
myself!

What about your heart?

What? I whispered.

Is your heart ready for service?

I thought for a moment about what I had done
since awakening that morning. I had made breakfast, made beds,
ironed a little pink dress, sipped my coffee, talked to my husband,
I had even planned lunch. Now, here I was ready to walk out the
door, and not once had I given thought to my Lord. Not once had I
thanked Him for the privilege of being able to go to His house. Not
once had I asked Him to be a part of my day, to forgive my sins and
help me walk in the new mercies He gives every morning. I had not
prepared my heart to enter into His house. I had merely been
preparing to display myself, not Christ in me.

I would love to tell you that I stopped what
I was doing, dropped to my knees and wept, but I did not. Instead,
I began to think about the state of my heart and my priorities. I
began to think about how I did things and why I did them the way
that I did. I began to search my heart. Today’s lesson encompasses
some of the scriptures that came to light during this search.

My first question to the Lord was, what am
I supposed to be doing to display your splendor? Which led me
to wonder what His splendor is exactly, and what it means to
display it?

Splendor is defined as “magnificence,
grandeur or glory.”

Display is defined as “a show or
exhibition of something, done to impress the people.”

I am called to make an exhibition of His
glory that will impress the people. Coming from my background as a
preacher’s kid, I had a little bit of a problem with the thought of
being “showy.” I had been taught that we are to be humble, never to
show-off. I am not saying that I have always lived by that creed,
but I had been taught. As I pondered this displaying of glory in my
heart, the Holy Spirit began to expand my thought process.

Read Colossians 2:9, then write it
down.

Keep in mind the phrase “fullness of the
Godhead, bodily.”

Jesus was the fullest representation of God.
He was God in bodily form. The glory of God was displayed in and
through Christ Jesus. Therefore, it makes sense that if we are to
display His glory, we must display Jesus. What was Jesus’ ultimate
goal? If I knew His purpose, then I would know my own. If I knew
what His motivation was, then I would have my own. All I had to do
was find out the first priority of Christ.

Read John 14:31. What did Jesus say He
did?

Are we called to do what He did?

Now, let’s look at some of the other things
Jesus was called to do and determine if we have been called to do
the same.

Read Isaiah 61:1-3

This scripture, through prophecy, perfectly
describes the mission of Christ in the earth. If this were His
mission, should it not be ours? Are we to bind up the brokenhearted
or proclaim the favor of the Lord? Are we to proclaim freedom to
captives? Yes, of course we are! This is how we display His
splendor. We display His splendor by doing the things that He did.
We are His hands extended, His voice speaking comfort, His truth
bringing freedom. We are a planting of the Lord in this garden He
created for mankind.

Read Matthew 15:13

Read Jeremiah 17:8

The difference between the two plantings is
glaringly apparent. The bottom line is this: When all that we do
finds roots in Him and is done to show His glory, we grow from
strength to strength, displaying His splendor to the world. When
all we do is rooted in our own desires and is done to our own
glory, we are cut off, having nothing of worth to offer.

As I once again stand before that mirror,
deciding if I truly am ready, may the words of King Lemuel ring
through my heart, testing it, “Charm is deceptive, and beauty is
fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised”
(Proverbs 31:30) and planted!

Do you know with all certainty that you are a
planting of the Lord?

What would your response be to His question,
“Are you ready?”

Will you do anything differently in response
to today’s lesson? If so, what?


 Day 3

Perfect Wisdom

“She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is
on her tongue.”

Proverbs 31:26

What a beautiful observation of the virtuous
woman! Most of us have brief moments where we actually say the
right thing, give the appropriate godly response; the Word of God
springing to our lips before our opinions take over and tumble
mindlessly forth, birthed by emotion instead of wisdom.

I am sure you have all experienced situations
where your words truly brought comfort and direction to someone who
badly needed it. You saw the light bulb go on in their eyes, or
dried tears as the conviction of the Holy Spirit flowed through
your simple words.

I usually walk away from those instances with
three words flowing from my spirit, “Thank you, Lord.” For, you
see, I know that there is nothing good in me. I know that when I am
left to my own devices I will inevitably fail. I know that it is
only by His grace and His anointing that I am able to offer any
wisdom or any comfort.

In that daunting moment when there seems to
be no appropriate words, He is there, speaking truth, giving
solace, touching wounded hearts with His healing. The most amazing
thing about it? He is using these human forms, in all of their
weakness, to accomplish these awesome things in the earth.

Let’s look today at how we may learn to walk
in the wisdom of God, making every effort to have His mind in all
situations.

Read James 1:5

What does the Word say about those who lack
wisdom?

James tells us very clearly that God’s
wisdom is ours for the asking. With this in mind, let’s turn to a
very important passage of scripture that will explain more about
the wisdom that is from God. I want you to take your time reading
the following text. Read it until it sinks in and you begin to
understand what is really being said. If possible, read it in a
couple of different translations. The Amplified Bible gives a
particularly enlightening depiction of this “perfect wisdom.”

Read I Corinthians 2:6-16 and answer
the following questions.

What does verse 6 tell us that this wisdom
is not?

What has been revealed to us (verses 9,
10)?

Who may discern the thoughts of God (verse
11)?

Let’s look for a moment at verses 12 and 13
and make some practical applications. Verse 12 tells us that we
have been given the Spirit of God so that we may understand what
God has freely given us. It goes on to say in verse 13 that we are
to share the spiritual truths (concerning scripture) that God has
revealed to us.

Our conversation is not to be full of human
wisdom, opinions, vain conceits and lots of “me’s and I’s,” but
should offer the truth of the Word.

A friend shared a story with me one day as
we were talking. She had been going through a difficult time and
needed counsel, so she contacted a woman in whom she had great
confidence, spiritually. She shared her concerns with this friend
and then asked her, “Well, what do you think I should do?” The
spiritually mature woman replied, “I am not going to tell you what
I think you should do, but I can tell you what the Word says about
your situation.” What a wonderful, Christ-like response!

When given the opportunity to offer our
opinions, too often we jump in headfirst and then later think,
“Hmm, wonder what the Word says about that?” Sometimes we do not
even consider the Word at all. Our flesh may often give the easy,
kind, non-rebuking answer, to keep from rocking the boat or causing
someone to be upset with us. This is not what being a brother or
sister in Christ is all about.

Read Ephesians 4:25

Does this scripture imply that we are to be
cruel and mean in our intent? No. Not at all!

Look a little further (to v. 29). What type
of truth are we to speak? Fill in the blanks.

“Let no_____________________________ proceed
out of your mouth, but that which is ______________ to the use
of____________________ that it may minister__________________ unto
the hearers.”

Truth operating by grace, given through
inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God, is the divine way of living,
speaking, walking in the wisdom of God. All of the wisdom we could
ever possibly need is found within the Holy Scriptures. Whatever
your situation, whatever your crisis or question, your answers are
within your grasp. As we learned earlier from the book of James,
wisdom is ours for the asking, and after gaining wisdom we will
begin to speak wisely.

Wisdom, we are told, is not silent. Proverbs
1:20, 21 tell us:

“Wisdom calls aloud in the street, she raises her
voice in the public squares; at the head of the noisy street she
cries out, in the gates of the city she makes her speech:”

Am I telling you to cry out in the streets?
Only if that is what the Spirit of God leads you to do. I am
telling you that there is great need of wisdom in this world, and
when it is discovered that you are wise, through Christ, people
will be drawn to you. You will have The Answer for those who
are seeking truth. You will be sought out for counsel and in those
times, you must boldly proclaim what the Word of God says. You must
never compromise the Truth and Wisdom of God! In order to keep it
pure and unadulterated, you have to know the Word. Otherwise, your
opinions will be mixed in with Truth, and only pure truth brings
wisdom.

Offering yourself to another is an act of
kindness for the moment; offering the Word is an act of love that
truly transforms the life of the recipient.

That, my friend, is wisdom.

Do you believe that you are currently
walking in God’s wisdom? Please explain your answer.

If not, what, if anything, do you feel that
you should do to correct this situation?

Is there someone in your life with whom you
have a relationship that consistently tells you the Truth no matter
what?

Do you consistently speak the Truth to others
as well as yourself?

Which of the scriptures studied today meant
the most to you? Why?


 Day 4

Perfect Mercy

“Blessed are the merciful for they shall be shown
mercy.”

Matthew 5:7

It is almost impossible to discuss mercy
without discussing grace. We have already talked about grace on Day
1 of this week, but we looked at it more from the personal
perspective. In today’s lesson we will talk about the grace and
mercy of God as they go hand in hand to influence our walk with
Christ.

Vine’s Expository Dictionary puts it like
this: “Grace describes God’s attitude toward the lawbreaker
and the rebel; Mercy is His attitude toward those who are in
distress.”

Vine’s goes on to express the thought that
grace must always go before mercy based on the assumption that only
the forgiven may be blessed with mercy. While that may be true in
some sense, I am struck by the image of our precious Savior
standing on the hillside overlooking Jerusalem and weeping for His
people, the same ones who had rejected Him, calling Him a heretic.
I am reminded of His cry. To this ear, it is a merciful cry,
tempered with the thought of future justice. It is God’s heart
crying out in love, while the righteousness that defines Him
decrees what must be done.

Read Matthew 23:37-39

Do you sense the pain in Jesus’ words? I can
almost hear Him saying, ‘Don’t you understand how much I love you
and how much I want to protect you? I have longed to hold you close
to me that you may know my love for you.’ To me, this is mercy.
Compassion feels the pain of another. It is heart pity for the
suffering of others. We cry out for God’s mercy every day. We have
great need of His understanding, for we are sinful and fail. In
this failure we are wounded. His mercy comes and restores us. Mercy
is the gift of a loving God.

Webster defines mercy as “The power to
forgive or spare from full punishment.” This type of mercy is found
in Christ’s interaction with the woman caught in adultery (John
8:4-7). Yes, that definitely sounds like my Father. He has all
power in heaven and earth and He has chosen to love me, daily
extending great mercy.

Read Hebrews 4:14-16 and answer the
following questions.

Why is He especially equipped to show us
mercy?

Why do you believe it is called the “throne
of grace?”

What do we go to the throne of grace to
receive?

If we take what we have already learned
concerning grace and mercy, and apply it to this scripture, we can
see His beauty more clearly. Our Savior, Jesus Christ, experienced
all manner of temptation while on the earth so that He would be
able to understand our human frailty. While He Himself knew no sin
in the temptation, He is touched by what we go through when we are
tempted. His merciful nature is moved by our frustration, pain and
disappointment when we fail the tests placed before us. He moves in
and begins to speak truth to us (just as we discussed in
yesterday’s lesson), and shows us the way out of our suffering.

Psalm 85:10 (KJV) states “Mercy and truth
are met together…”

We are moved to repentance by the mercy that
He shows when we fail. He then moves in grace and forgives the
trespasses and sin that we have fallen into, or more accurately,
that we have chosen to walk in.

Mercy and grace come together to expunge the
dark marks of sin from the human hearts He has placed within us.
Our Spirit man then rejoices in the wonderful deliverance from
sin’s oppression.

Now that we have taken a glimpse into God’s
merciful response to us, let’s look at what our response should be
to those around us. Notice I did not say to those we like, but to
all we come in contact with.

We have already taken a look at Matthew 5:
7. Now turn to James 2:12, 13. Fill in the blanks below.

“Speak and act as
those___________________________ by the law that gives freedom,
because_________________ without ______________ will be shown to
anyone who has not been _________________. _________________
triumphs over judgment.”

Read Colossians 3:12-14

I love the way this verse reads in the King
James translation of the Bible.

“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness,
longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another,
if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you;
so also do ye.”

“Bowels of mercies.” One definition of
bowel, given by Webster is “the deepest inward parts.” This tells
me that mercy is supposed to be an intricate part of who we are.
Mercy should not have to be worked up or forced. It should be a
part of our nature because the “Father of Mercies” is our Father.
As His children, we should bear His likeness. Just as I can look at
my oldest son and see the image of his father etched upon every
line of his face, so should we resemble our Father of Mercy. (If
you want to see reference to God as the Father of Mercy, grab a
King James Bible and look at II Corinthians 1:3). Our character
should be a shadow of His, our personality a reflection of Him.

Psalm 145:8, 9 (KJV) is one of my favorite
passages in the entire Bible. It so beautifully depicts the Father
of Mercy that I have come to know.

“The Lord is gracious and full of compassion; slow
to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord is good to all: and His
tender mercies are over all His works.”

What a wonderful God we serve! At this very
moment my heart is so full I can hardly contain my tears. He is so
good! He makes every day of my life worth living. When I arise in
the morning, I will call Him blessed. When I close my eyes to
slumber, I will call Him blessed. His name shall be on my lips, His
Word hidden in my heart. All of my days are given into His hand and
I trust Him with all of my heart. Why? Because He is “gracious and
full of compassion; slow to anger and of great mercy.”(Joel
2:13)

Gracious Father, make me more like You!

Do you better understand the difference
between grace and mercy? If so, explain the difference.

Can you think of a particular instance when
His mercy drew you to repentance?

To whom do you need to extend grace and
mercy?


 Day 5

Perfect Love

“Love never fails.”

I Corinthians 13:8

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it
does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails.”

I Corinthians 13:4-8

Every time I read the words I am reminded of
how wide the chasm is between God’s definition of love and my own.
If I were to give you my thoughts on love, I am sure there would be
mention of heartache and passion, romance and adventure. There
would have to be extreme emotional upheaval, because, as we all
know, there is no controlling the heart (heavy sarcasm). After all,
we cannot help whom we love.

Or can we?

Love, in human terms, requires temper and
feelings, heart and soul, tears and laughter, jealousy and
competition. Love, in God’s terms, requires only one thing - a
decision. This decision is what we are going to be looking at
during today’s lesson. Loving someone is not about warm fuzzies or
heart palpitations, although those can be really nice. Loving
someone is about seeing them as God sees them, frailties and all,
and choosing to extend the heart of God toward them through your
actions and demeanor. Loving is all about being conformed into the
image of Christ.

Let’s break down a couple of these
characteristics, shall we?

“Love is patient…”

Patience: The ability to put up with
annoyance, misfortune, pain or delay, without complaint or loss of
temper.

Turn to II Timothy 2:24 (KJV) and
fill in the following blanks.

“The _____________________ of the
___________________ must not ____________________; but be
______________ unto _____________ men, apt to ______________,
_______________.”

I hope the word “apt” jumped out at you as
you were completing the verse above. Apt means to have a natural
tendency or inclination. The more we stay in the Word of God, the
more our natural tendencies change. Where we used to be impatient,
cross and without understanding, we become patient, amiable and
understanding. As He opens our eyes to the truth of our situation,
we are able to extend grace, just as grace has been extended to us.
Impatience is steeped in pride, which the Lord hates (see Proverbs
8:13). Impatience says to those around us, ‘I am worthy of more
than you are offering. I should not have to wait, or continue to
deal with this, because I deserve better.’ Oh, how our flesh loves
to be pampered and get its way at a moment’s notice. Our flesh does
not like having to wait on anything or anyone.

You may be thinking, “You just don’t know
what I have to put up with.” That is true, I do not. But God knows.
He knew before time began, yet He still inspired these words to be
written, “Love is patient.” While our flesh will revolt, our
Spirit, is well able to wait – with patience. Remember;
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