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My Dear Friend,

When you were younger,  did you dream  of being someone’s hero?   Did you dream of making a difference in the world?

Instead, do you feel like you are at a dead end and your dream will never happen? Has everything gone wrong (well, nearly everything)? Have you been stopped by barriers not your fault?

Do you feel ALL ALONE in this world with your faded dream? 

COME ALONG WITH ME

In these pages are heroes who seemed like failures to the world and deserted by the world, perhaps forgotten, and left ALL ALONE.  But, to God, they were heroes.  

YOU, TOO, CAN BE A 

HERO ALONE

[image: ]

It is natural during self-reflection and reaching a whole new appreciation for God that you will want to know him better, worship him, and meditate on him.  

Therefore, at the back of the book is an easy survey of the Bible beginning with the birth, life, and death of Jesus, the misunderstood and...

Greatest 

HERO ALONE 

the world has ever seen.
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And ONLY Noah was left, 

and those with him in the ark.  

(Genesis 7:21c)

It seemed that Noah was a failure.  By human standards he was.  But by God’s standards he was a hero.  

Noah was the only one among his family members who believed in and followed Jehovah God.  He was especially disappointed in his father, Lamech, and grandfather, Methuselah (Genesis 5:25-26).

It was a very lonely life for him in many ways.  His relatives and even his friends and neighbors were always thinking of ways to give themselves power over other people, or make them feel good, or make them look richer than anyone else.  Noah wasn’t like that.

The Bible in Genesis chapter six, verse eight (6:8) says, The Lord saw that people thought only about evil things all the time.  Remember, these were Noah’s friends and relatives.

Not only were Noah’s friends and relatives sinning all the time, but they liked doing it.  Satan leads us to believe that, if we’re having a good time when we do something, it cannot possibly be evil.  Satan has always deceived people; he is like a dangerous wolf disguised as a gentle sheep (Matthew 7:15).

Noah Is Different

In Noah’s time, people did know who God was, and good people were supposed to pray to him, worship him, and try to be like him.  But Noah was the only one who even tried to be good.

While Noah’s friends and relatives were bragging to each other how important they were, Noah was at home humbly praying to God, asking forgiveness for his sins, and promising to try to do better.  While Noah’s friends and relatives were pursuing sexual conquests, eating all the time, or making their bodies wonderful to look upon, Noah was quietly teaching his children to love and honor God, take care of the sick, and work for an honest living.  While Noah’s friends and relatives were building bigger and better houses, riding on faster animals than anyone else, and making fine clothing and jewelry, Noah was offering sacrifices of whatever he had in loving adoration for his Maker.

Genesis 6:11 explains, God looked at the earth, and he saw that people had ruined it. Violence was

everywhere—{people had become evil and cruel} and had ruined their life on earth.

Noah’s lifestyle and moral standards were definitely different than those around him.  It wasn’t any fun being different than other people.  Those other people must have taunted Noah with sarcasm, calling him names and saying things to him like, “You think you’re better than the rest of us!”.  

God Can Only Dwell With Good

All the bad things going on among people made God very sad and very angry.  God is all goodness.  Therefore, God cannot dwell with bad and still be God.  

The Bible says God is Love.  He created the world because Love must have someone to love.  It is the same when people marry and have children.  Parents do not have children so the children will admire them, but so the parents can have someone special to love.  Parents have children knowing those children may turn against them some day.  But parents long so much to love, that they have the children anyway.  God is the same way.  Love requires free will.  God did not create people to be robots.  If robots did good all the time and said they loved someone all the time, it wouldn’t be true goodness and true love.  

It broke God’s heart to see everyone turn to evil all the time.  But there was a hero in this true story.  




The Bible says in Genesis 6:8-9, But there was one man on earth that pleased the Lord—Noah.  Noah



was a good man all his life.  Noah always followed God.

God decided to protect Noah and get him away from the evil people.  How was that possible?  By destroying everyone who purposely did evil all the time and enjoyed doing it.  God decided to give the world a “bath”, to flood the world and wash away its sins.  

God Takes Care Of Noah’s Heart Loneliness

Noah must have been very lonely with very few friends.  Imagine what it is like to be the only one standing up for right while everyone else is mad at you for not being sinful like them.

Whenever Noah was around his relatives and friends talking about things they shouldn’t, or doing things they shouldn’t, or planning things that never should have entered their mind, Noah had two choices:  (1)  He could remain silent and feel left out.  (2)  He could speak out against what they were doing and be mocked.  

As long as Noah remained silent, he remained lonely.  So God took care of his loneliness by the only alternative:  Talking.  Heroes don’t become heroes by doing nothing.  They do not become heroes running from challenges.  

Noah, a plain farmer and carpenter (Genesis 6:14-16 and Genesis 9:20) became a preacher, an imam, a rabbi, a priest, a monk, a prophet.  II Peter 2:5 in the Bible explains, Noah was a man who told people about living right.  Apparently, every spare moment Noah had, he preached.  Did his friends and relatives like it?  No.  They didn’t want to change their way of living.  But Noah kept on preaching.

God Takes Care Of Noah’s Physical Loneliness

God gave Noah a second thing to do to take care of his loneliness.  He told Noah to build a very large boat, sometimes called an ark.  It is all explained in Genesis 6:12-13, 14-17, 18:

So God said to Noah, “All people have filled the earth with anger and violence. So I will destroy all living things. I will remove them from the earth. Use cypress wood and build a boat for yourself. Make rooms in the boat, and cover the boat with tar.

“This is the size I want you to make the boat: 300 cubits* long, 50 cubits* wide, and 30 cubits* high. Make a window for the boat about 18 inches* below the roof.* Put a door in the side of the boat. Make three floors in the boat; a top deck, a middle deck, and a lower deck. 

“Understand what I am telling you. I will bring a great flood of water on the earth. I will destroy all living things that live under heaven. Everything on the earth will die. I will make a special agreement with you. And you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives will all go into the boat.

Can you imagine how much Noah’s neighbors must have made fun of Noah building a huge boat far away from any large body of water?  His sons must have been made fun of at school.  His wife must have been made fun of at the market.  But they stayed physically busy and it helped get their minds off the bad way people treated them.

How Was Noah Able To Endure This Alone?

God did not give Noah time to brood and feel sorry for himself.  He put him to work preaching and building, preaching and building, preaching and building.  It took Noah 100 years to build his big boat, and during that time he preached to his neighbors, his friends, his relatives.

Did they like someone preaching to them all the time?  Of course not.  Did Noah like it when they insulted him in order to get him to stop?  No.  He must have gone to bed many a night week after week, month after month, year after year feeling like a failure.

But he couldn’t stop.  Why?  Because God loved everyone in the world and did not want to see any of them perish.  Noah loved whoever God loved ~ Noah’s neighbors, friends and relatives.  His love was so strong, nothing could stop him from going to them over and over begging them to change their ways.  Their insults hurt, of course, but he kept going back to them.  Oh, how God loved these evil people and wanted them to change; God did not want to destroy them.  Oh, how Noah loved these people and wanted them to change; Noah did not want God to destroy them.  

Eventually, after giving everyone chance after chance after chance to escape death, the cleansing had to come.  For righteous Noah’s good, the cleansing had to come.  After all, Noah was just human.  God needed to protect him and help him.  So, he sent the flood to destroy everyone who was not on the boat.  Only Noah and his family went into the boat.

Noah endured because of love:  Love for God and love for others.  His heart never centered on himself and the rejection he felt.  Because of this, after the flood, Noah’s family went out and repopulated the earth.  Because of Noah’s faith, mankind got another chance.  Rejected Noah was a hero.  
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I despise my life; I would not live forever.

Let me ALONE; my days have no meaning.

(Job 7:16)

It seemed that Job was a failure.  By human standards he was.  But by God’s standards he was a hero.  

Never in Job’s wildest dreams did he think he would ever have to face seemingly unlimited calamities.  He lost his income, then his children died in an accident, and finally he was stricken with a terrible illness.  He could not leave his home.  Day after day, month after month, he was confined to his home as he became sicker and sicker, and increasingly depressed.

He Looked Like a Monster

The Bible says he was full of boils from head to foot.  Just one boil is enough to make a person sick.  But boils everywhere must have taxed Job’s endurance to the limit.  Probably he was even unable to wear clothes.  He sat on the ground with a piece of pottery scraping the boils, but since they were coming from within his body, he could not stop them from growing. He was so sick that, when his old friends came to see him on his sick bed, they didn’t recognize him.  (See Job 2:7, 8, 12).  

Job had become so thin, his bones stuck out and he said “My bones are pierced in me in the night.”  He complained that his body is covered with scabs and worms and his skin broken and festering. (Job 7:4,5; 30:17).  And yet parts of him were swelled so much that his garments bound him if he tried to wear them.  His skin was black, his bones burned, and his digestive system boiled.  (See Job 30:17, 18, 27-30.)  

His breath tasted terrible and his voice was changed to similar to that of an owl, and he claimed he looked like a dragon.  (See Job 17:1; 30:30-31).

A Form of Leprosy

It is believed that Job had a form of leprosy called elephantiasis, the most terrible form of leprosy.  He felt intense heat within and burning and ulcerous swelling.  His body was covered with knotty, cancerous bark like the hide of an elephant (perhaps what he was referring to when he called himself a dragon).  

Although the ulcers (boils) normally attack the limbs, the worst forms attack the entire body.  The ulcers are very inflamed and sometimes discharge a white fluid which burns, irritates and has a terrible odor.  They attract maggots.  The deep burning sensations are worse at night and can even lead to nightmares.

Deserted and Betrayed

He looked and smelled so bad, even his relatives and friends didn’t come see him.  He’d send for a servant, but none would come help him.  Even his wife and brothers found his breath loathsome.  And little children made fun of him.  

Three friends came to see him from other kingdoms and when they saw him he didn’t recognize him (Job 2:12).  Then, when they began to talk to him, they continually accused him of offending God, resulting in God punishing him. 

Job replied to them sarcastically, “Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom will die with you!  But I have a mind as well as you; I am not inferior to you” (Job 12:1-2).  When another spoke, trying to get him to admit whatever sin he was committing that was making God so mad, he replied, “Miserable comforters are you all!  Will your long-[winded speeches never end?  What ails you that you keep on arguing?” (Job 16:1-2).

After another friend gave another “long-winded speech”, Job replied, “How long will you torment me and crush me with words?  Ten times now you have reproached me; shamelessly you attack me.  Have pity on me, many friends, have pity, for the hand of God has struck me.” (Job 19:1-3).  

Depressed Beyond Endurance

All Job wanted to do is die.  “Why did I not perish at birth, and die as I came from the womb?  If only my anguish could be weighed.  What strength do I have that I should still hope?  Therefore I will not keep silent, I will speak out in the anguish of my spirit.  I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.  I loathe my very life.  If only I had never come into being, or had been carried straight from the womb to the grave.  My face is red with weeping, deep shadows ring my eyes.  Even today my complaint is bitter, his hand is heavy in spite of my groaning” (Job 3:11; 6:2,11; 7:11; 10:1,19; 16:18; 23:2).

He even had a love-hate relationship with God.  “If I have sinned, what have I done to you, O watcher of men?  Why have you made me your target?  Have I become a burden to you?  I will say to God: do not condemn me, but tell me what charges you have against me.  Does it please you to oppress me, to spurn the work of your hands, while you smile on the schemes of the wicked?  Remember that you molded me like clay.  Will you now turn me to dust again?  Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; I will surely defend my ways to his face” (Job 7:20; 10:2-3,8; 13:15).  

“I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes – I, and not another.  How my heart yearns within me!” (Job 19:25-27).

Job’s Assignment

Unbeknown to Job, this was Job’s assignment.  God did not consult Job first.  It was up to Job to maintain faith in God when he was physically and mentally at a breaking point.  

One day, Satan was in heaven confronting God.  Remember, Satan wants to be God, and so is God’s arch enemy.  With the angels gathered around, Satan once again confronted God.  God bragged on Job, but Satan is the Great Accuser (Revelation 12:10).  Satan said Job would blame God if things went bad in his life.  God said he would step back and let Satan do whatever he wanted to Job except take his life, but Job’s faith in God would never waiver.  (See Job, chapter 1).

Were God and Satan playing games with each other, using Job as a pawn in their game?  No.  Job was a good man, but God knew he would come out of his ordeal stronger than ever.  

When Job lost his income and his children, Job replied, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart.  The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.  May the name of the Lord be praised” (Job 1:21).  The Bible says that Job never charged God with any wrong doing.  When Satan attacked Job with his terrible disease, he said Job would curse God (Job 2:4).  But it didn’t happen.

Job may have come close, but just as he would start blaming God for something, he would turn right around and praise God.  Throughout his ordeal, he just wanted to talk to God.  He wanted God to explain what was going on and why God was “picking on him”.  Finally God did speak to Job.  He never explained what was happening, but he did ask Job many scientific questions that Job could not answer.  

Enduring to the End

In the end, Job became a better person.  “Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.  My ears had heard of you, but now my eyes have seen you” (Job 42:3b, 5).  Because of what Job suffered, he now saw and understood God with new spiritual eyes.  

Eventually, Job did recover.  But he had learned a big lesson.  It is explained in Ephesians 6:12, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

To Job’s family and friends, he was a man who was being punished by God.  In fact, his friends occasionally considered themselves God’s spokesmen.  They believed Job deserved to be punished, and his illness would go away if he admitted his sin and repented.  To them, Job was suffering justly.  But Job never spoke for God.  He observed things about God and questioned God and asked to state his case before God, but he never spoke for God. Far from being the great sinner his friends considered him, to be, n God’s eyes and in the eyes of us today, Job was a hero.
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Leave your country, your people and your father’s household

and go [ALONE] to the land I will show you.

(Genesis 12:1)

It seemed that Abraham was a failure.  By human standards he was.  But by God’s standards he was a hero.  

Abraham started out in life with everything in his favor.  He came from a powerful and well-known family led by his father, Terah.  A city was named after one of Terah’s sons, Haran, who died as a fairly young family man.

Outsiders intermarrying with Terah’s family could possibly weaken them.  By making sure family members married each other, Terah, the father of Haran, Nahor and Abraham, could maintain strong control over his family.  Also, the family ties would remain strong.

Apparently Terah wanted to make sure his family remained strong.  Terah’s son, Nahor, married Terah’s grand daughter.  Also, Terah’s son, Abraham, married his other wife’s daughter, Abraham’s half-sister.  (Read Genesis 11: 26-30).  Such close family marriages were not illegal or immoral thousands of years ago when these things happened.

Abraham grew up in the city of Ur in today’s Iraq. In Abraham’s time, the Persian Gulf went further north than it does today, and Ur was a seaport on that gulf.  Ur was a very important and powerful place in which Terah’s important and powerful family lived.  

––––––––
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Legal Religion

Abraham’s family was also very religious.  Abraham’s father, Terah, worshipped as he had been taught and which had always been accepted in his homeland (Joshua 24:2).  

History books tell us that the ruler of their land told everyone what to believe.  People had to obey their ruler.  Therefore, it was illegal to believe in any other religion than that which the government endorsed.  If people did not believe in the chosen religion, they could be imprisoned and even executed as apostates, infidels and traitors.

There was a famous place of worship in Ur.  Everyone went to it.  Just because all the citizens of a nation follow the same religion, that does not make the religion true.  Just because a religion is selected by a government, that does not make the religion true.  

Even today, people growing up in one part of the world are told one religion is true, and people growing up in a different part of the world are told a different religion is true.  Just because someone is told all his life a certain religion is true, and everyone in his homeland believes it, that does not make it true.  

––––––––
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Stubborn Community

We do not know how long Abraham followed the religion of his homeland and his family.  All we know is that, while living in Ur, he learned about the one God who had created the world, and apparently believed in him and tried to worship him.

Did Abraham try to worship in secret at first so his neighbors wouldn’t pressure him to worship the same way they did?  Did he later get up his courage and begin to explain the one true God to his friends and neighbors?  How did they treat him?  Did they laugh at him, scorn him, call him an apostate?  Did they report him to their religious leaders?  

Worse still, did his friends and relatives threatened to report him to the government and have him arrested for not worshiping the legal way?  

What a life of turmoil!  It would have been much easier for Abraham to give up his new religion and conform to his friends, his family, and his government.

But how could he?  How could Abraham give up his faith in and love for the one true God?  What turmoil and emotional agony he must have gone through.  

Stubborn Family

Then, when Abraham’s nieces and nephews were grown and married, God came to Abraham and told him to leave Ur and go to a land he would show him.  (See Acts 7:3-4a.) Perhaps Abraham was around 50 years old by this time.  He must have been so relieved.  The one true God had actually appeared to him and reassured him that he would guide him to an easier life. 

Father Terah did not believe in the one true God.  Abraham tried to convince his father, but his father was stubborn and would not change his beliefs.  Terah had been taught all his life to believe something different.  Terah would not shame the family by leaving the religion of the kingdom.

What about the move?  Would Terah at least agree to leave Ur?  Father and son must have discussed this day after day, week after week, perhaps month after month.  Finally, to his great relief, Abraham apparently convinced his father to leave Ur. 

Next Abraham tried to convince his father to go west to the land God promised him.  But his father decided to go to a city of his own choosing instead of the land Abraham told him about.  He wanted to go north to Haran, the city named after Terah’s deceased son, Abraham’s brother.

What choice did Abraham have?  Should Abraham stay behind in Ur to get away from his father’s strong influence?  In that case, he’d still be around all his neighbors and the government that insisted he worship the way all good citizens were ordered to worship.  Besides, God had told him to leave Ur.

Terah, who was head of his powerful family, insisted that Abraham obey him.  Perhaps, out of loyalty to his father, Abraham finally gave in with a compromise.  They would leave Ur, but they wouldn’t go to the land in the west.  They would go north.  So, Abraham followed God’s command to leave Ur.  He obeyed half of what God told him to.

Breaking With The Family

At first, Abraham, along with his father, Terah, and the entire family, left Ur and went to Haran in today’s northern Iraq.  

We do not know how long Abraham lived in Haran.  He and his family must have been very important in this city named after Abraham’s deceased brother.  Perhaps they were part of the ruling family.  While in Haran, Abraham had accumulated many possessions and servants (Genesis 12:5).  He had become rich.

But surely Abraham’s heart was full of turmoil.  Was compromise enough?  He continued to secretly worship the one true God.  He did not want the wrath of his father.  

One night, God appeared to Abraham again, and once more told him to go west to a land he would show him, a land that his descendants would inherit some day.  The Lord said to Abram, Leave your country and your people.  Leave your father’s family and go to the country I will show you.  (Genesis 12:1).

Abraham continued to be torn.  He had to make a choice.  He had to choose between obligations to his family and city named after a family member, or a new land somewhere to the west.  God had promised he would make a new nation from his descendants, even though Abraham was old and didn’t have any children (Genesis 17).  
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