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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

https://www.wjmaybooks.com/newsletter
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USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, continues the highly anticipated bestselling YA/NA series about love, betrayal, magic and fantasy. 

Be prepared to fight... it’s the only option.

There is nothing worse than a friend turned enemy or a love turned sour.

When Evie and her friends find themselves stranded alone against the Carpathian army, they think all hope is lost. But the fates are ever-changing, and an unexpected ally comes to their aid. New friendships are forged as the old are tested. As their quest to fulfill the prophecy comes to a close, each of the three must search within themselves to see if they have what it takes.

A realm divided cannot stand, but can such ancient grievances ever be mended?

A change is coming, but only time will tell if it’s for the better or the worse.

Sometimes, it just takes a leap of faith...
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BE CAREFUL WHO YOU trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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Check the excerpt at the back of Gratified to see what’s coming!!
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“I heard you were assembling the four kingdoms. But I seem to remember...there used to be five.”

Ellanden froze on the edge of the mountain, staring in astonishment as a legion of vampires materialized on the slope in front of him. It was the kind of sight you couldn’t tear your eyes away from, even more shocking than the angelic wings trembling with anticipation at his sides.

The Carpathians were still sleeping fitfully just a little further down the alpine ridge, their faces flickering into illumination by the light of a dozen small fires. They were supposed to be his biggest problem. The monstrous horde of creatures that had imprisoned them in the peaks.

He’d never imagined that instead of facing one army...he’d find himself facing two.

“Are you unwell, sweet boy?” Diana tilted her head appraisingly, concerned by his apparent inability to speak. “Or have we merely surprised you?”

The fae took a faltering step in the opposite direction, towards the edge of the cliff.

“You frighten him,” another vampire remarked thoughtfully, his dark eyes drifting slowly over the young prince. “Hear the way his pulse quickens.”

There was a murmur of affirmation by the others, but the sudden and celestial appearance of the fae had surprised them as well and the entire group was standing unnaturally still.

How is this happening? The princess stared across the ravine with the rest of them, hands clamped over her mouth. You were just standing beside me. How in the world could this be happening?

“Yes, his heart races,” Diana murmured, examining his wings with a tilt of the head. “But his shock could not exceed our own...what an enchanting sight.”

The distant firelight glinted off her fangs, and the fae leaned further towards the abyss.

Even from so great a distance, it was impossible to miss the gravity of the situation. Even if the young prince were to leap into the sky, carried away by those fantastical wings, the vampires were faster. No sooner would his feet leave the cliff than he’d be pulled straight back down again.

Ellanden knew this for certain. His best friend had tormented him for years.

“I don’t understand,” he breathed, stepping back once again. Despite the dizzying drop, he kept each movement slow and fluid—the way one didn’t agitate a snake. “Why are you here?”

There was another whisper of movement, but Diana only smiled.

“As I’ve told you...we’ve come to help.” Her gaze rose over his shoulder to the monastery on the other side of the ravine. “We’ve travelled for days, following the path of the dragon—”

There was a sudden clattering of stone as the heel of his boot dipped over the cliff. He caught himself quickly, but the incriminating sound remained—echoing slowly into silence.

Diana stood there until it was over, staring into his eyes.

“Peace, child. We mean you no harm.”

Sure.

The crowd gathered in the courtyard of the monastery sucked in the same tortured breath, seeing from a helpless distance how very incredibly easy it would be for her to do just that.

And even if the queen showed restraint...what of the rest of them?

There was a reason the younger vampires had been given a curfew during their untimely visit, kept under lock and key within the depths of their mountain home. Even now, some of them were regarding the fae with an almost manic light in their eyes. As if they would throw their bodies straight over the cliff—if only to taste his blood on the way down.

“But if you don’t mind me asking...what was your plan?” Diana continued. “To carry the bridge to the sanctuary, lead your family to freedom?” Her eyes twinkled as they drifted to the horde of Carpathians camped further down the slope. “Did you forget about them?”

Even now, the brutes were stirring in their sleep. A new day was breaking over the side of the mountains—chasing away the shadows with the first golden traces of dawn.

“We cannot remain stranded on that peak,” Ellanden breathed, answering without making the conscious decision to do so. “Someone had to—”

“Someone had to grow the wings of an angel and leap into the night sky?” Diana finished with a twinkling smile. “I love the Fae,” she said to a vampire beside her. “They’re so whimsical.”

...and vampires are impossibly detached.

There was no time for such discussion, as the surreal encounter had left everyone hanging on the same suspended breath. But the initial surprise had started to fade and Ellanden threw a reflexive glance down the slope, wondering what the queen meant when she said they’d come to help.

Diana watched every movement, eyes glittering in the faint morning light. “These people...they have driven you here?”

It was utterly foreign, the carelessness with which she spoke of them. The monstrous horde that had slain so many in their path. She didn’t even bother to look.

Ellanden nodded slowly, tensing as a handful of vampires began weaving their way through the crowd, coming to stand beside her. These were not strangers, not entirely. He and his friends had been at their mercy before. He wasn’t keen to find himself in the same situation now.

“And you are unable to leave?”

He nodded again, poised on the edge of the cliff.

“What are they doing?” Dylan breathed.

Like a too-distant reflection, he was hovering at the farthest point of the monastery—hands twitching compulsively, like he could reach across all that space and grab the fae back.

Aidan merely stared across the ravine, every muscle in his body locked into place.

There was a fleeting moment when Diana seemed to register him as well. Her eyes flickered across the great canyon, coming to rest on precisely the place where the vampire stood.

Then she turned back to the prince.

“Fly away with your bridge, little bird. But grant me one request.” She lifted her gaze once more, staring directly at Aidan. “Make sure they are watching.”

Ellanden didn’t need to be told twice. Without another word he sprang backwards into the air, flying in a direct line back to Talsing. He crossed the divide in a matter of seconds, but didn’t re-hang the bridge as he’d planned. He simply carried it up to the roof where his family was gathered.

Landi—

The second he was within reach, Dylan seized him right out of the air—dragging him backwards over the ramparts and securing him with a strong arm flung across the chest.

The fae hardly noticed, his entire body trembling with delayed shock. “...there are vampires.”

The ranger let out a sharp breath. “I can see.”

One couldn’t fault him for surprise. The princess still couldn’t believe it herself. The clan of immortals had moved like a shadow—pouring over the mountain like the breaking of the tide.

The Carpathian army hadn’t even awoken.

That was something Diana aimed to remedy now.

“Come out, come out, wherever you are...”

The quiet sing-song drifted over the mountains as she wandered away from the group to the body of a fallen soldier. She spared not a glance for the corpse itself, a victim of Aidan’s rampage to eliminate the enemy archers. She merely took the helmet from his head.

Then she walked to the post that once held the bridge...and started banging.

Never had Evie witnessed such a chilling spectacle. There was nothing particularly ominous or threatening about it. Quite the contrary, it was slow and leisurely. Almost childish. But she found herself frozen without a hint of breath, flinching with dread at each reverberating bang.

There was movement behind them in the courtyard as the students and warriors who resided in Talsing opened their eyes. There was movement farther down the mountain as the Carpathians stirred to life as well. They looked around in obvious confusion, trying to locate the source of the noise before pushing slowly to their feet when their eyes fell upon the vampire horde.

This...will not end well.

The friends clustered together, staring in silence across the divide with a rising sense of dread. After a few seconds, Asher stepped closer to his father.

“What is she doing?”

Aidan never took his eyes from Diana. “She’s making amends.”

There was a rushed assembly from the Carpathians—a hasty gathering of those who’d been elected to lead. They couldn’t have said much, especially as voices tended to carry. Only a moment later, the biggest of the bunch sheathed his sword and took a step forward.

A man who no doubt still had traces of royal blood on his shoes.

Why put away the sword?

The others stood in unending silence, startling in their skin every time the helmet clanged against the broken metal. There was no reason to keep it going, but Diana felt no hurry to stop. A wraithlike army of immortals loomed up behind her, picking out faces in the early morning mist.

Then, all at once...the banging stopped.

In a way, it was even more jarring. The quiet that followed seemed doomed from the start, just waiting for something to break it open once more.

The Carpathian stared a moment longer, then took a step forward.

“I see you found our missing helmet,” he said with forced civility. “Thank you for that.”

Diana tilted her head slightly, then dropped it over the side of the cliff. It took ages to fall, echoing in slow silence as both armies stared each other down.

“You have others, I hope?”

By now, most everyone residing in Talsing had gathered on the roof of the monastery to watch. In a frightening way, there was a strange thrill to it. Two such opposing forces. It was a spectacle that could only be enjoyed from a distance. Venture too close, you wouldn’t survive.

The Carpathian never flinched, not since that initial sound had startled him awake. There was something practiced and very steady in his eyes. But there was something else there as well, an emotion the princess didn’t think his people capable of until that very moment.

For the first time in his life...the man was afraid.

“My lord will be most pleased that you’ve come round,” he said quietly. It was both a subtle threat and a subtle plea. “After all...you have some of the most to gain.”

In a flash the princess understood the reason for the banter, the same reason he’d sheathed his weapon when every instinct was screaming to keep it drawn. This was not a battle he could hope to win. Not even in full regalia, with the entire Carpathian army standing behind him. There simply wasn’t a way to defeat such a large force of vampires. He could only pray they hadn’t come to fight.

The Queen of the Vampires only smiled. “Some of us have more to gain than others.”

SEVEN HELLS!

There was no more talking, no hint of a transition to ease the way.

No sooner had Diana spoken than the clan of immortals swept down from the mountain, overwhelming all who came before them with savage fire blazing in their eyes.

Even from so great a distance, it was a gruesome thing to behold. While the Carpathians were hacking away with swords in armor, the vampires had nothing but the clothes on their back. Some of them weren’t even wearing shoes. But it didn’t seem to make a difference. What others did so well with weapons, the immortals did even better with their bare hands.

...with their bared teeth.

Evie watched in horror as a vampire leapt upon the back of a Carpathian infantryman, hovering there for a moment with the hint of a smile before tearing out the side of his neck. A spray of blood flew into the air, showering those who stood around them. But the vampire was already gone—spiriting away to his next victim before the first had even struck the ground.

He was hardly the only one.

While some vampires preferred not to linger, materializing for a fleeting moment before vanishing without a trace, others appeared almost irritated with the inconvenience. These strode right through the center of the churning crowd—striking out every so often to behead an opposing soldier or simply reach through their armor and eviscerate whatever lay beneath.

The princess spotted Eleazer marching in the center, the elder they’d attacked with a dead snake. A little further down one of the women who’d been tasked with guarding them during that fateful visit was laughing aloud, spinning in a bizarre kind of dance as she knocked them over the cliff.

It was the laughter that echoed loudest, amidst a chorus of metal and screams.

But the poison, Evie thought suddenly. Some of the weapons are poisoned.

The Carpathians seemed to remember the baresmain at the same time.

With surprising speed, they kicked open their stores and loaded a volley of arrows—firing without discrimination towards the center of the advancing horde. A chorus of hisses rose up in reply, as though someone had poured a flagon of bitter ale onto a fire.

Some of them were strong enough that it was no more than a nuisance. A few simply caught the arrows and snapped them in their hands. Still others lost their balance entirely, falling like dark feathers over the side of the cliff. But it only took a moment for the vampires to find the poison.

Their retaliation was both swift and severe.

“Seven hells,” Ellanden muttered, grimacing as a company of archers was submerged in the toxic barrels. They struggled only a moment before going frightfully still. “It’s too much.”

Evie nodded in silence, gripping her father’s sleeve without realizing. The laws of man didn’t apply in times of war, but there were still certain images that couldn’t be unseen.

A casual flick of immortal fingers that resulted in a separation of face from jaw. A charging infantryman literally torn down the center by a pale-faced girl a fraction of his size.

The general loss of limbs.

Carpathians were hulkish in strength—they had been known to beat their victims beyond the point of recognition—but there was something unnervingly playful about vampires.

There was nothing overtly militaristic about the way they approached a battle. No tactics, or weaponry, or even a general formation that might apply. Once the order had come from their queen, they’d simply moved in the general direction—leaving a fantastic trail of carnage in their wake.

It wasn’t a cause for celebration. It wasn’t even a cause for pride.

It was just...natural. Vampires were bred to kill.

Evie flashed a quick look at their own resident immortals, both perched with abnormal attention on the very edge of the roof. Their fangs were bared, but their bodies weren’t moving. From the first scent of blood they had frozen to perfect statues, forgetting even to breathe.

“Look at how many are still coming,” Dylan murmured, clutching both his daughter and the fae as he peered across the ravine. While the first waves of Carpathians had been struck down with ease, a ceaseless supply was flooding out of the trees. “It must be their entire army.”

The princess followed his gaze before glancing back at the vampires.

It was the most savage and brutal clash she could imagine—the collision of two great nightmares that had terrorized the realm for centuries on end.

Best-case scenario: they knock each other off the mountain.

But is it the best-case scenario when one of them might be willing to fight on our side?

While she couldn’t see Diana amidst the fray, the queen’s soft-spoken pledge rang fresh in her ears. They were here to help. And while those simple words were open to a broad interpretation, each Carpathian the vampires killed was one less that the friends would have to deal with themselves.

...even if they were bloody terrifying.

She turned her face as there was a chorus of fresh screams, leaning into her father’s cloak.

Even if the Carpathians did somehow turn the tide, she wasn’t at all certain the vampires wouldn’t find a way to rise from the shadows—clawing their way straight out of the misty ravine.

But the Carpathians were going to lose this battle. And, given the number of them who had already fallen, there was a decent chance the Kingdom of Carpathia would never fight again.

There was a sudden shifting in momentum, a collective retreat the remaining soldiers didn’t seem consciously aware of themselves. Every human impulse had been stripped away, save the primal instinct to flee. Even that would be done at the vampires’ mercy.

This from a people not particularly known for their mercy.

The princess saw Diana then, standing not far from the bridge where she’d started. There was a pile of bodies littering the ground around her, but the queen was untouched.

She stared after the fragments of the army, considering whether to give chase.

A few of the younger generation had already started—streaking through the forest like a host of spirits—easily outpacing anyone who crossed in their way.

But after a moment she turned instead to the sanctuary, speaking in a quiet voice that somehow carried across the length of the ravine.

“Aidan...might I have a word?”
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Chapter 2
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Evie didn’t know what to call it.

A favor?

As the sun slowly rose over the mountains she’d stood with the others on the monastery roof, watching with detached horror as two dark kingdoms collided...and only one remained.

It was a moment that would shape the course of history. Done without premeditation, done on a whim. Done in the service of some larger agenda, though for the life of her she wasn’t at all sure what that meant. There had been no answer from her own people. Diana’s words still hung on the air, echoing in the deep canyon while those in the sanctuary gathered in a hasty rooftop debate.

“You cannot let her into the monastery,” a shifter said bluntly, folding his arms across his chest. He’d been one of those elected to speak at Michael’s funeral. Spirited away from a volatile village at a young age, he was a child of Talsing through and through. “She is a vampire.” He stressed the word like everyone else hadn’t been watching. “Such a creature may not set foot inside.”

Aidan raised his eyebrows ever so slightly, while Asher clenched his jaw and lowered his eyes to the ground. Neither said a word. But as it turned out, neither had to.

“And since when do you decide who is allowed entry to this place?” Petra asked sharply, her eyes never leaving the distant cliff. Her signature spear was already in hand, folds of fabric from her brother’s cloak wrapped round the grip. “Lucky for you, Michael didn’t have such standards.”

The shifter glowered in silence, but very few of those gathered behind him seemed to think he was wrong. They had seen what the vampires had done. Some vague, repressed part of them might even have been grateful. But they had seen what the vampires had done.

They weren’t eager to let them inside.

“They defeated the entire Carpathian army,” Ellanden said softly.

Though one of the youngest people present he was still the crown prince of two separate kingdoms, and his opinion carried the according weight. Perhaps even more so because the greatest risk if the vampires were to cross that great divide would be to his own person.

Having spent recent time with the clan, he was acutely aware of that risk. Even as he said the words, his hands tightened around the ladder—aching to throw it into the ravine and eliminate the possibility before it could even be discussed. But he, too, had seen the vampires.
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