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In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 

Judges 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25
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The writings of Robert Lloyd Russell have received a warm reception by a wide variety of people as seen in the quotes below. His books have received 11 national and international literary awards.
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“He writes clearly so that the material is easily understood by both clergy and laity... Very edifying to read.” ~ William J. Petersen, Emeritus Senior Acquisitions Editor for Baker Book House and Fleming H. Revell.

“I loved the book... It is very well written and very understandable.” ~ Bob G., inmate

“I find it most inspirational... You make the reader think, and that is a great talent." ~ Evelyn Cox, homemaker 

“First there was Tozer with “The Knowledge of the Holy,” and then Packer gave us “Knowing God,” and now Russell has taken us further.” ~ Dr. Earl D. Radmacher, General Editor, Nelson Study Bible/New King James Study Bible [regarding “GOD’S NATURE: Sonlight Sunlight”] 

“The definitive work on Psalm 1:3. Mr. Russell has a tremendous gift for analogy. The most impressive thing is the way he has built off of existing undeniable Scriptural concepts. I am very impressed with his use of certain Scriptures, such as with regard to trees being deceptive in appearance... His work is very interesting, very clear, and intensely practical.” ~ Ronald B. Allen, Senior Professor of Bible Exposition, Dallas Theological Seminary [regarding “GOD’S CHILD: Like a Tree”]

“In summary, this book provides great insight into the thinking of Jim Elliot and also provides a lot of quotable material.  I cannot recommend this book highly enough for anyone who is interested in a more fulfilling Christian life.  In my opinion, it should be on the reading list of any Christian who seeks a closer relationship with Jesus Christ—especially those in junior high through age 40.  It will positively impact their lives!” ~ Christian Book Club 

“It is must reading.” ~ Richard C. Halverson, Chaplain, U.S. Senate    

“He obviously is hitting on all twelve cylinders! What an exciting insight into Christ as the light of the world. Thank God for people like this who have the background to illuminate some of these Biblical concepts.” ~ Dr. Joe Aldrich, past President, Multnomah Bible College & Biblical Seminary  

“This is so rich! ... This is great! ... Wonderful! ... Mind boggling to say the least! ... Great material for discussion! ... Application pieces are truly inspired!” ~ Elizabeth Hightower, Women's Ministries Leader, Laurelwood Baptist Church  

“God’s Nature: Sonlight Sunlight by Robert Lloyd Russell is destined to become a classic in contemporary studies on the character of God.” ~ Richard R. Blake, Seattle Post-Intelligencer 

To 

All Members of 

The Gideons International 

Continuously

Giving God’s Word

to Others
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The Back Story – Judges 17:6 
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In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 

Judges 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25

––––––––
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Many a young child in Sunday School has considered the story of Gideon a favorite. As adults we can learn many applicable lessons from Gideon’s love and interactions with God and with his Israelite brethren. 

––––––––
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Background 

In the Bible the Book of Judges comes right after the Book of Joshua. Despite Israel’s continuing unfaithfulness, God now provides a series of deliverers in the form of judges. The period of time is the late Bronze Age. It is a story about God and His dealings with His people including both His love and His discipline. God is able and does accomplish His purposes even when His people demonstrate their weakness. 

We see a continuing downward cycle of Israel deserting God. Each time Israel receives just consequences, they cry out to God for help (i.e., Judges 3:9, 15; 4:3; 6:6; 10:10). 

It is important to note that God was not responding to Israel in justice but in mercy. Israel in no way merits or earns the help of God. Nor does God step in solely because of Israel’s repentance. Rather, God keeps His promises to Israel including that He would give the land of Canaan to them.

Throughout the Book of Judges, we find a repeated pattern of Israel grieving God. Yet in each cycle of their disobedience, God shows compassion for His people and raises up a new leader in the form of a judge for them (i.e., 2:16, 18). 

This historical account is really more about God than it is about Gideon. 

––––––––
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400 Years

Three times in Scripture we find significant time periods of approximately 400 years:


	Israel’s captivity in Egypt

	The time of the Judges

	The time between the Old and New Testaments, known as The Silent Years 




––––––––
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The Book of Judges 

The author of the book of Judges is not known with certainty, but many scholars suspect it was Samuel. 

This historical account is believed to be approximately 1425-1050 BC, although there is some disagreement about the time period. Four times we read, “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25). 

The Book of Judges takes its title from the twelve men and one woman (Deborah) who served as judges during the period leading up to Joshua’s death and the time of Samuel. Samuel was the last of the judges and the first of the prophets. 

In essence, the book is a summary account of Israel’s leaders who came after Joshua and before the first king—Saul (see the book of 1 Samuel). 

Judges describes repeated downward cycles by the nation of Israel. Israel was a nation of covenant-breakers. Each time they broke their covenant with God their Apostasy eventually led to Repentance and then to Renewal, or more simply stated Decline led to Defeat and finally to Deliverance.​[1]

This cycle of apostasy, then oppression, and finally deliverance by a judge was repeated many times. The book of Judges contains the accounts of the acts of these judges (national heroes).

During the apostasies Israel did not typically completely forsake God. They retained a sense that God was their national God. In a similar way today, the United States considers itself a Christian nation. 

One key theme of Judges is that when you put your trust in and dependence on the Lord, He will give you renewed purpose and direction. The judge Gideon emerges as one of the leaders who saved the Israelites from their current enemies.

––––––––
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The Judges 

God allowed oppressors to the Israelites – which tested them and typically brought about national repentance. The Judges of Israel were God-sent inspired men and a woman who served during periods of oppression, leading the fight against their enemies and gaining back some of their Promised Land. The judges served until the first king of Israel was anointed. 

“Now these are the nations that the Lord left, to test Israel by them, that is, all in Israel who had not experienced all the wars in Canaan. It was only in order that the generations of the people of Israel might know war, and to teach war to those who had not known it before” (Judges 3:1-2). 

The majority of the judges were warriors empowered by the Spirit of God to bring military deliverance to Israel. They each continued until their death.

––––––––
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Basics About Gideon 

Gideon served as the fifth judge of Israel and is widely considered Israel’s greatest judge. He served from 1145 to 1105 BC. His account is found in Judges 6-8. It occurs at a time when the Israelites were being threatened primarily by the Midianites. This follows the 40 years of peace when judge Deborah spoke of God’s prophecies to the nation. 

The Midianites were wandering nomads who, with help from the Amalekites and others, would make regular terrorist attacks on Israel. The oppression of Israel by the Midianites for seven years was a direct result of Israel’s disobedience to God. 

“The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord gave them into the hand of Midian seven years. And the hand of Midian overpowered Israel, and because of Midian the people of Israel made for themselves dens in the mountains and the caves and the strongholds. For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them” (Judges 6:1-3). 

“And Gideon said to him, ‘Please, sir, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, “Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?” But now the Lord has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian’” (Judges 6:13). 

The issue was the Israelites had come to believe in the local fertility gods such as Baal, Ashtoreth, and other male and female deities that were worshipped in nearby nations. 

Since His people had once again turned away from God, He allowed the Midianites to abuse the Nation of Israel for seven years by terrorizing them, their livestock, and their land. 

I believe Gideon’s significance is often under-appreciated. He was a major factor for good as he stepped forward, albeit reluctantly, coming to the aid of Israel. His life story provides many practical lessons for us today. 

In fact, Gideon’s faithfulness is included in the Hall of Faith chapter in the New Testament. “And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises” (Hebrews 11:32-33a). 

As we read the Old Testament, we realize that the Israelites had to relearn past lessons again and again. They suffered through cycles of disobedience followed by restoration through the obedience and efforts of a judge. 

When they were in the sin part of their cycles, they worshipped idols and false gods, while their enemies committed crimes such as stealing their animals and food, and even taxing them. As oppression continued, they would turn back to the One true God. 

Sometimes Israel would not entirely wipe out their enemies, leaving remnants of enemy gangs to once again harass them. 

The history of Gideon is about God performing miracles by reversing the national tragedy they managed to put themselves in. A key part of this story is how God inspired a timid reluctant young man named Gideon, who stepped up to the plate as his faith emerged. He gained courage and became a decisive spiritual leader. We see in his life many principles to help guide us today. 

“Gideon eased into manhood. At best he was an excuse-maker; at worst he was a coward. Until God turned him into a hero... God desired a champion, a man who could rally the nation. Gideon was His man. But first, Gideon had to be coaxed out of hiding... Even after his calling, Gideon continued for a while to make excuses and question whether God had picked the right man. But God kept right on calling him, and training him, and using him. And somewhere, in the midst of doing, Gideon became courageous.”​[2] 

––––––––
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Archaeological Confirmation 

Gideon is a historical figure. A pottery vessel has been found near Tel Aviv in an area of an ancient settlement, which has inscribed on its handle Jerubbaal which is another name for Gideon (6:32, 8:35). The Smithsonian has written about it.​[3] 

––––––––
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Summary of the Book of Judges 

A good summary of the Book of Judges is: “In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6, 18:1, 19:1, 21:25). 

––––––––

[image: ]


THINK AND GROW

~1~ We learn from Gideon that God does honor faith. 

~2~ We learn from Gideon that God does keep His people, even when they stray. 

~3~ Do you see any parallels in the nations of the world, including the USA regarding the pattern of spiritual decline? The suggested extra study below might be helpful.

~ Suggested Extra Study ~

J. Vernon McGee has made the following observations from the Book of Isaiah:

Isaiah outlines three steps that cause the downfall of nations: (1) spiritual apostasy; (2) moral awfulness; and (3) political anarchy, which is the final stage of any nation. These steps have destroyed nations down through history. 

Results of the Era of Judges (Confusion) — Chapters 17-21 


	Religious Apostasy (The Temple) — Chapters 17-18 

	Moral Awfulness (The Home) — Chapter 19

	Political Anarchy (The State) — Chapters 20-21 



~ Note ~ 

The next chapter contains a variety of ways of viewing Israel’s cycles of apostasy. 
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2

Apostasy – 6:1-6
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The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord gave them into the hand of Midian seven years. And the hand of Midian overpowered Israel, and because of Midian the people of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains and the caves and the strongholds. For whenever the Israelites planted crops, the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. They would encamp against them and devour the produce of the land, as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance in Israel and no sheep or ox or donkey. For they would come up with their livestock and their tents; they would come like locusts in number—both they and their camels could not be counted—so that they laid waste the land as they came in. And Israel was brought very low because of Midian. And the people of Israel cried out for help to the Lord.

Judges 6:1-6

––––––––
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Leading up to the Book of Judges the twelve tribes of Israel were assigned territories in Canaan. They maintained a commonality in that there was a high priest in charge at a center for national worship in Shiloh. 

What was lacking was a central government ruled by a single leader. Each of the tribes was responsible to rule itself. Lacking a combined coordination, each tribe was vulnerable to aggressive nations. Gideon belonged to the tribe of Manasseh. 

The Book of Judges is a historical account of multiple times that the Israelites wandered away from God, partly because Israel consisted of a loosely bound together confederation of the twelve tribes. 

Various judges from the different tribes met the challenges from opposing and attacking neighbors. Our typical image of the role of a judge is that of settling civilian disputes. In the Book of Judges they were typically leaders empowered with the Spirit of God who brought military deliverance to Israel. They generally maintained this warrior role until their death. (Deborah and Samuel were both primarily involved in settling disputes as opposed to being deliverers.)

––––––––
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Apostasy 

Apostasy consisted of rejection of spiritual truths – whether in the mind or in actions. It included both unconsciously abandoning the truth and of course deliberate actions such as rebellion, abandonment, or defection. 

The apostasy in the Book of Judges was not a complete forsaking of God, but a subtle forsaking. The people maintained a sense of God being their national God Who had been historically faithful to them. 

The problem was that they started to also believe in some of the fertility gods which were being worshipped by cultures throughout the region – gods such as Baal and Ashtoreth. In essence, they were doing exactly what Joshua had previously warned then against:

“Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods’” (Joshua 24:14-16).

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
BIBLE CHARACTER SERIES
Lessons ~ Pitfalls

Wimp to
Warrior

ROBERT LLOYD RUSSELL
Award Winning Author






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





