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Chapter 1: The Early Years 

Alphonse Mucha, a name that would soon become synonymous with the

Art Nouveau movement, had humble beginnings that shaped his

extraordinary journey towards fame and misfortune. His story begins in the small Moravian town of Ivančice, located in what is now the Czech

Republic. Born on July 24, 1860, Alphonse came into the world during a time of great change and artistic exploration.

From an early age, it was clear that Alphonse possessed a remarkable talent for drawing. Growing up in a working-class family, he found solace and joy in expressing himself through pencils and paper. His parents, unable to provide much more than the basic necessities, recognized their son's fervor for art and did what they could to nurture his growing passion.
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