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    To my Brandon, I love you so much Son. You will always be a prince to me. Love Mama

      

    


Dedicated to Brandon Keith. You will always be a Prince to me Son. Love Mama

Anna was a young girl who longed to be free from her mother. She got a job at a convenience store when she was seventeen years old. She became a single mother. She was madly in love but her crush only wanted her for sex. He specifically said, “If you won't, I have someone else who will.” She didn’t want to lose him. It would be 9 months before she learned, sex or babies don’t keep a boy who is masquerading as a man.

She quit school in the 12th grade because she was pregnant with her first child. She had severe morning sickness and was so tired. She did not know she was anemic. Everyone she knew except her grandmother, kept telling her that her life was ruined, that she would never amount to anything. Her mother even tried to trick her into giving up her child for adoption, but she did not listen. Anna got a job at a convenience store but finding babysitters was difficult. Once she even took the baby to work with her. Her boss threw a fit, but she convinced him it was just until the babysitter could come to pick the baby up. It was a lie, there was no one to watch the baby. The baby boy ended up staying the entire shift, the boss never found out. If he did know, he never said anything. A convenience store is a good place to meet men of all kinds. Many of them are nice, they flirt with you and a lot ask you out. “You have to let them down easily if you don’t want to date them.” Her coworker Mrs. Tolbert told her.  Anna told them all, she had a boyfriend, hoping her son's father would come to his senses and come back to them and be a family. She called the baby’s father’s mother to try to reason with her. The woman coldly said, “If I find out that baby is my son’s I will take you to court and take him away from you and make sure you never see him again. I understand that you are a whore and your mother is a drunk. You must be so proud of your completely dysfunctional family.” 

Anna hung up on the woman and never approached her again. She wasn’t a whore. She was a terrified, eighteen-year-old girl. Two months after that conversation, she received a telephone call from the baby's father asking her to come to his mother's house where he lived. “We all have to talk to you about something,” he said in a sweet voice. Anna said, “Okay, yes, I will be there in a few minutes.”She borrowed her coworker’s car and drove over to his house. When she arrived, she found it odd that no cars were in the driveway. The house was empty. She looked in every window...the entire house was empty. Finally, she asked a neighbor who was watching her look into the windows. “Where is the family that lived here?” “Oh, they all moved to Atlanta about a month ago.” The neighbor said. Anna’s heart broke. She had hoped he was calling her to talk about them being a family. They had moved to Atlanta which was one hundred and twenty miles away. He had sent her a message while pulling a prank in the process. She drove back to her job and tried to compose herself. She did not tell anyone in her family, because they would only say, “I told you so.” Later that night at work, the boss gave her, a W40. Not knowing what it was, he told her to go to someone who prepares taxes and that she would get money back for the taxes they took out of her paycheck during the year. Her first year with a job. She went to a famous tax prepare and was given a check for $800.00 (eight hundred dollars). She cashed the check and was so excited. She went home to show her mother.  “I can get the baby and me an apartment now and maybe a down payment on a car.” She said excitedly. Her mother said, “Listen. The Navy was not able to pay my husband. He won't get paid for another week. Can you give us that money and in 7 days we will give it right back? We have helped you out; can you do this for us?” Anna said, “Sure Mom. I appreciate you letting us stay here. I will be looking at apartments for next week.”

That evening when her mom’s husband came in, Anna was playing with the baby and she mentioned her tax return to her mother's new husband. “I’m so excited, the baby and I can get an apartment and maybe put a down payment on a car. And let you two love birds have your space.” “Yall aren’t bothering us. We love having you all here. Did they say when you would get your check?” “Thanks. Oh, they gave it to me today! I cashed it. I’m so excited. And I want to say, I think it stinks how the Navy didn’t pay you this month. That’s so wrong. You go to work every day that’s not fair.” “What in the world are you talking about Anna?” he said, putting down Chance. Anna looked shocked, “I‘m sorry, I didn’t mean to get in your business. My mom asked for my tax return, all eight hundred dollars. She said the Navy didn’t pay you, that you would be paid next week and y'all would give it back to me then.” The husband became enraged. “That’s a damn lie. I got paid.” He screamed for Anna’s mother to come to the room. “Rita, get in here NOW! ”She came in, acting innocent, “Honey what are you screaming about? What in the world is wrong?” “You took Anna’s tax return money! Give it back to her now. Every single dime, right NOW!” Anna's mother suddenly looked like a demon, ‘That is a lie from the pit of hell. I never took anything from her. As a matter of fact. I gave her $20.00 today because she begged me for it. Anna, why are you trying to cause trouble with me and my husband? I want you to get your shit and get out of my house.” Anna screamed, “Mom, I gave you all of my tax return money, all eight hundred dollars, you said Mike was not paid by the NAVY and would be paid next week, you said y'all would give it back next week.” At that point, Anna's mother flipped out, she jumped at her, nearly hitting the baby. She grabbed Anna by her hair and dragged her towards the door attempting to throw her out of the house. “You are a filthy liar and I want you out of my house, now!” Anna’s mother's husband forcefully got her off of Anna and forced her mother 

into their bedroom. He screamed, “I swear to God, if you come out of our bedroom, I'm leaving you.” Her mother continued to break things and curse Anna but she stayed in the bedroom. Her mother's husband took three hundred dollars out of his wallet and gave it to Anna. He helped her pack up her and the baby's things and drove her to a motel, which he paid for. “I will be able to give you the other five hundred on Monday when the bank opens. I am so sorry your mother did this to you. I was warned she was a thief and a liar; I am seeing it first-hand now. Our marriage is not going to survive. Your mother is an alcoholic and a maniac. I can’t handle her anymore.” “I’m sorry. I hope your marriage falling apart isn’t my fault.” “No, absolutely it is not. Your mother has a split personality, maybe even multiple personalities. I don’t know.  Sometimes she is wonderful, sometimes she is the devil's daughter. I can’t live like this. I have asked the Navy to transfer me North so I can get away from her.” “Thank you for giving us the money back. I will use it to make sure Chance and I stay away from her.”

Mike said, “It is a crying shame what she did to you. Your own mother. And look Chance has a scratch on his left cheek. It must have happened when she jumped on you. I am so sorry Anna. You are a good mama. If you need anything please let me know and I will help you.” He hugged Chance goodbye and then handed him back to Anna. Anna called work and told her boss that she couldn’t come in. He told her that Mrs. Tolbert had retired; to call her and see if she was interested in babysitting. He knew the absence of a babysitter would be the only reason Anna wouldn’t come in. She immediately called Mrs. Tolbert and she gladly agreed to keep Chance. Anna called her boss back and told him she would be in after all. Mrs. Tolbert had worked with Anna for almost a year and was crazy about Chance. The arrangement worked out great. Chance was a very happy child and he loved Mrs. Tolbert. 

With the money Anna’s mother's husband had given back to her, she was able to secure an apartment near her job, which was also close to Mrs. Tolbert. Anna worked for another 6 months before she was given a tip about a car and was able to purchase it. She was so thankful because she would no longer have to hire taxi cabs or bum a ride. It was such a relief.  One of her customers bought her a car seat 

for Chance. They were like that, good decent people. They brought clothes and 

shoes his size, and greeting cards with cash for holidays and birthdays. Anna 

made a lot of friends in the short time she had worked there. 

Four years later, on August 17, Jason Whitley, her manager called her into his 

office. She was a little worried that something was wrong. He never called her into 

his office.

“Anna, I am going to retire on the first of the year. I have been talking it over 

with corporate and we want you to take over as store manager. You are honest. You 

correctly handle conflict. It will be a lot more money and health insurance for you 

and Chance. You will be on the day shift only unless there is an emergency.

I will personally train you. Please say you will take the position. Chance will go to 

school soon, this way you can be home with him at night and on weekends. What do you say?”

“I would be proud to be the manager here sir,” Anna said.

“Thank you so much, Anna. I know you will do a great job. That is why I 

recommended you.  Now, you will have to go to school on Saturday mornings for a 

month or so to get your GED. The company will pay you to do that, and if you 

decide to further your education the company will pay for that as well.”

Anna was overwhelmed. 

All she could manage to say was, “Thank you so much for this opportunity.”  

Everything went according to plan. Anna received her GED. It only took her one 

month of Saturdays before she took the test. She passed her GED on the first try. 

She and Chance went every Saturday evening to visit her grandmother. 

They all enjoyed that time together. They also spoke on the telephone daily. Anna learned from her grandmother that her mother's husband had kept his word and divorced her and moved away. She was not surprised to hear that her mother had remarried a couple of times since then. Her grandmother told her not to hate her mother because she had a mental illness that made her crazy. “We have to pray for and forgive the people who hurt us. That way God can forgive our trespasses. Unforgiveness does not hurt the other person, it only hurts us inside of our hearts. Nothing is worth that baby.” Her grandmother was a wonderful woman. It was just hard to believe that was her mother's real mother. They were as different as night and day.”

Anna tried to give her grandmother a little money and bring groceries to help her out the best she could. Anna and Chance were very sad when she passed away.  

Anna went to the funeral home but did not attend the funeral to avoid her mother. 

She did not want Chance around any drama. After the funeral, Anna’s mother came to the convenience store and threw a fit, screaming and cursing, demanding to see Anna. Anna was not there, so the employees called the police. The officers knew Anna and called her at home. “What do you want us to do with this maniac?” Officer McGriff asked.“Just tell her to go away, or you will arrest her. Tell her she is barred from the store.” Anna stated.

“Okay Anna, but if she comes back around, I am definitely locking her butt up. Let us know if you need anything.” “I will Jacob, thank you!”

On Saturday, Anna took Chance to the park. They had a fun day playing on the swings, the slide, the merry-go-round, and the rocking horses. There were other children and their parents there, so it was a good experience for Chance. Anna was able to take a couple of pictures of him. He loved to make funny faces for the pictures. Anna had to beg him to look serious for a pictures. It made her laugh that he was so silly. For a second her heart hurt, he was growing up so fast. She wished she could have been a stay-at-home mom, but it just didn’t work out that way. Her instant camera only took 6 pictures before it was full. She put it in her purse. She noticed a man with 2 small boys taking pictures of them and he had a beautiful professional looking camera. He looked Middle Eastern. He was very handsome. He caught her looking and smiled at her. They walked over to each other and introduced themselves.

“Hello, I’m Anna. That is my son, Chance on the swings.”

The handsome man smiled and said, “Hello, I am Ephraim. I am here with my 

brother's sons, Elihat and Josiah. 

They came to visit me from where they live in Turkey. I am from Spain.”

“Do you live here permanently?” Anna asked.

He smiled and said, “No I am attending University here.”

“That’s nice. Do you like it here in our city?”

He smiled again and said, “I like it better now.”

Anna blushed and said, “Thank you. I was wondering if you would mind taking 

some pictures of Chance. Sadly, my camera is out of film. I will pay you of 

course.”

Ephraim said, “It would be my honor to photograph Chance and you should take a 

few with him as well.”

While they watched the children play, they talked for a long time. 

He was very easy to talk to. She didn’t share any of her life, they just spoke of 

world events and local news. He took a lot of pictures of the children, and some of 

Anna with Chance.  They all had a great time at the park. Ephraim suggested they 

go eat lunch. 

“Do you eat Spanish food? I know a great restaurant?”

“Yes, that would be great,” Anna said. “Chance and I will follow you in our car.”

Ephraim said, “That will be wonderful.”

They gathered the children and headed towards the restaurant. 

Anna was happy. Although this was not a date, this was the first time she had shown any interest in a man since Chance’s father. Ephriam was tall and very handsome. He had long curly hair, beautiful dark brown eyes, a perfect light brown complexion, and beautiful teeth. He was not overly muscular but in great shape.

Anna wondered for a minute what he saw in her. She knew she wasn’t a raving beauty, but he was attracted to her, she could see it in the way he looked at her.
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