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1. The Foundation of Rome
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A long, long time ago, in a faraway land called Italy, there was a small city named Alba Longa. In this city lived two twin brothers who would become very important to the history of Rome. Their names were Romulus and Remus.

The story of Romulus and Remus begins in a magical and surprising way. Their grandfather, King Numitor, had been dethroned by his evil brother Amulius. Afraid that Numitor's descendants might one day overthrow him, Amulius ordered that Romulus and Remus, who were still babies, be abandoned in the Tiber River.

Fate did not want these little ones to drown. Instead, the river gently carried them to a shore where a she-wolf named Luperca found them. The wolf, being very maternal, decided to care for the babies. She fed them with her milk and protected them in her cave on the hill called Palatine.

As they grew, Romulus and Remus became strong and intelligent thanks to the wolf and a woodpecker that also brought them food. But the story doesn't stop here. One day, a shepherd named Faustulus found the children and took them to his home. He and his wife raised them as if they were their own sons.

When Romulus and Remus grew up and learned of their true identity, they decided to restore the throne to their grandfather Numitor. With bravery and cunning, they defeated Amulius, and Numitor once again became the king of Alba Longa.

With this mission accomplished, the brothers decided to establish their own city. They chose a site near the Tiber River, not far from where the she-wolf Luperca had found them. But there was a problem: they couldn't agree on the exact location to build the city. Romulus wanted to build it on Palatine Hill, while Remus preferred Aventine Hill. To resolve the dispute, they decided to observe birds as a sign from the gods. Remus saw six birds first, but Romulus saw twelve birds afterward. Believing this was a divine sign in favor of Romulus, he began to build a wall around his chosen hill. Annoyed, Remus mocked his brother's wall and jumped over it. Enraged, Romulus attacked him in a fight that unfortunately ended with Remus' death.

Deeply saddened by what had happened but determined to move forward, Romulus continued building the city and named it Rome, in honor of himself.

And so, according to legend, Rome was born on April 21, 753 B.C., a city that would go on to become one of the largest and most powerful in the ancient world.
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I. De origine Romae
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Olim, in terra Italia, duo fratres gemini erant, Romulus et Remus. Infantes in fluvio Tiberi relicti sunt. Sed non perierunt! Lupa eos invenit et nutrivit.

Postea, pastor Faustulus pueros invenit et domum suam duxit. Ibi creverunt fortes et sapientes.
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