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“He that hath no fools,
knaves or beggars in his family was begot by a flash of
lightning.”

 


-Thomas Fuller (II), Gnomologia, 1732
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Chapter 1

 Germanic Origin

According to the United States Federal
Census of 1870, our earliest documented Greuber descendant, to
which this book is devoted, was William T. Greuber who was born in
Ohio sometime around 1825. The year of birth is extrapolated from
the census record, and the location of birth was likely obtained
from the primary source, which was William T. Greuber himself. It
should be noted that since the census tabulation first began in
1790 family names have often been misspelled. We find this the case
here, since many times Greuber has been listed as Gruber, without
the “e”. Keep this in mind if you intend to do further research on
the family name. Likewise, keep in mind that Greuber may be a
misspelling of the name Gruber. “Gruber is a German surname,
referring to a person from a pit, mine or depression. It is the
most common surname in Austria.” This authors grandmothers maiden
name was spelled Greuber, hence the research, and family name for
the title of this book.

 


There is additional evidence, although
circumstantial, that the name Greuber is of Germanic origin. The
name is found on passenger lists where a ships log contains Germany
as “place of birth” for many Greuber passengers who immigrated
during the mid to late eighteen hundreds. Their association with
the family line contained in this book has yet to be proven. Direct
evidence, or indirect evidence, is not available to confirm that
the father of William T. Greuber came from Germany. However, we can
conclude from our circumstantial evidence of the passenger logs
that the Greuber family is of Germanic origin. Simply put, in this
situation we cannot prove over a century later a direct
relationship to a specific country beyond a shadow of doubt. Any
decision we make today can certainly be changed tomorrow by the
discovery of a new record. Those records are scarce from the Ohio
frontier. Keep in mind, that by definition the term “frontier” is
“defined as an area containing not less than two nor more than six
inhabitants to the square mile.” Record keeping on the frontier was
not a high priority.

 


It is likely that the father of William T.
Greuber came from Germany, and settled in Ohio in or prior to 1825
where William was born. “Many pioneer farm families shifted their
homes six times or more in their lifetimes.” With this in mind,
William’s father likely moved from the Great Valley into the Ohio
Valley seeking better farming conditions especially after 1816.
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