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Foreword

 

Abraham Lincoln visited Pontiac, Illinois, on five separate occasions. Lincoln visited Pontiac twice in 1840 and was the lawyer who represented William Popejoy on his lawsuits with Isaac Wilson. Lincoln was the lawyer in another Pontiac case with County Sheriff Blue in 1843. In 1855, Lincoln spent several nights in Pontiac after being rescued from a train stuck in a snowstorm.

 

Lincoln’s last visit to Pontiac was in January of 1860, when he gave a lecture at the Presbyterian Church. After the lecture, Lincoln spent many hours at the home of Jason Strevell before he caught his train to Bloomington. While at the Strevell house, Jason Strevell measured Lincoln’s height and put a mark in the doorway at six feet four inches. The Strevell house in Pontiac has been fully restored by the Livingston County Historical Society and is open to the public for periodic tours.

 

Jason Strevell went on to serve in the Illinois State Legislature and Senate. He then moved to Montana and became a distinguished Judge. The adopted son of Jason Strevell became a very successful hardware store merchant in Ogden and Salt Lake City, Utah.

 

This book focuses on Lincoln’s visit to the Strevell home in Pontiac and the history of the Strevell family. It is hoped this book will help to inform future generations about the history of the Strevell family and Abraham Lincoln’s visit in 1860. 
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CHAPTER 1

 

 

Book Design

There are four primary historical reference books used whenever research is performed about Livingston County, Illinois. 

1878 History Book

The earliest published reference to Livingston County, Illinois history is William Le Baron's 1878 book titled The History of Livingston County, Illinois. This book will be called the 1878 history book in future references.

1888 History Book

The 1888 history book titled Portrait and Biographical Album of Livingston County by Chapman Brothers is the second Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1888 history book in future references.

1900 History Book

The 1900 history book titled The Biographical Record of Livingston and Woodford Counties by S. J. Clarke is the third Livingston County history book.

1909 History Book

The 1909 history book titled Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of Livingston County Volume Two by Bateman and Selby is the fourth Livingston County history book. This book will be called the 1909 history book in future references. 

Other Important Historical Sources

The Fairbury Blade has now been digitized and is word searchable back to 1871. Access to the Blade archives is free and available from the Dominy Memorial Library website. There were also other newspapers published in Fairbury between its founding in 1857 and 1871. Unfortunately, no copies of these early newspapers exist.

The Pontiac Sentinel was published from 1857 until about 1900. The Pontiac Library microfilm only goes back to 1871. The Sentinel is not yet digitized.

Unfortunately, the Pontiac Daily Leader has not yet been digitized. The Leader likely has articles about the Strevell family. Hopefully, the Leader will get digitized, and researchers will be able to search easily for new material about the Strevell family. 

The Bloomington Pantagraph newspaper archives are also available online and can be searched back to 1838. There is an annual subscription fee required to access these archives.

Newspapers.com and GenealogyBank.com are two websites that contain archives of thousands of newspapers. Annual subscription fees are required to access these archives.

Google Books was an invaluable source for old books with information about the Strevell family. NOTE: You must utilize the Google Book option to find these books. The regular Google search feature does not readily identify these old publications.

Citations

If possible, references and dates will be noted for all materials used in this book. In the event no date is available, that fact will be noted.

Charles Nettleton Strevell Books

He wrote two books that were heavily utilized in writing this book. The first book was published in 1940 and was titled Story of the Strevell Museum.

His second book was published in 1943 and was titled As I Recall Them.

Lincoln Books

Guy C. Fraker, retired Bloomington attorney, has written two books about Abraham Lincoln.  His first book published in 2012 is titled Lincoln’s Ladder to the Presidency. This book will be called Fraker’s first book in future references. 

Guy’s second book was published in 2017 and is titled A Guide to Lincoln’s Eighth Judicial Circuit. This book will be called Fraker’s second book in future references. 

Newspaper Stories

All newspaper stories cited in this book will be presented in the original wording of the article. If the copy of the article had adequate quality, it may be shown as an image. If the article is of poor visual quality, it will be transcribed into text.

Some of the newspaper stories contain information that is now known to be incorrect. For example, the 1954 Pantagraph article recounted that Lincoln spent the night at the Strevell House. We now know Lincoln spent the afternoon and evening at the Strevell House before catching his train to Bloomington. Lincoln did not spend the night at the Strevell House.

Archive.Org

Most of the rare documents discovered in researching this book have been uploaded to Archive.Org. Hopefully, this web site will survive for many years in the future, and future researchers can find this material.

Chronological Chapters

This book is designed in chronological order to make it easier to follow the story of the Strevell family.

 

 

CHAPTER 2

 

1752 to 1808

 

Strevell Family History

 

The family history of the Strevell family traces back to the arrival of Ulrich Strübel in 1752 from Germany. This family history came from Ancestry.com and a web page written by a Strevell family descendant. This web page can be accessed at Tinyurl.com/5e8su2wj.

 

The family web page recounts that Ulrich Strübel was the father of all the Strevels and Strevells in the United States and Canada. The Strübels came from the State of Wuerrtemburg in Germany. Ulrich was born in 1728. He arrived in the colonies in 1752 when he was 24 years of age. Ulrich came to America with his father Jacob.

 

The original spelling of Ulrich's name, according to the church records, was Ulrich Strübel. His last name was often mispelled as Stribel or Striebel. He changed his last name to Strevel after arriving in America. Ulrich‘s line kept the Strevel name until the early 1800s when they switched to Strevell. By this time, the family was living in the Berne area of New York.

 

Ulrich Strevel married Margaretha Coon in 1758. Ulrich was 30 and Margaretha was 18 years of age when they married. They had six children. Ulrich and Margaretha Strevel settled on a farm in the Ancramdale area in Dutchess County, New York. This area was later changed to Columbia County. The farm is still there and is located on Crest Lane. Below is a photo showing the current condition of the house. The part of the house on the far right side is the original portion of the home.
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One of the six children of Ulrich and Margaretha Stevel was Matheus Frederick Strevel. He was born in 1764 in Columbia County, New York.

 

Fighting began in the American Revolutionary war in 1775 and continued until 1783. At the start of the war, Ulrich Strevel was 47 years of age. At the end of that war, Ulrich was 53 years of age. Matheus Stevel was nine when the war started and was 17 when this war ended.

 

According the family history web page, Ulrich is listed as a member of the 10th regiment of the Albany County Militia. In that era, men volunteered to serve, but they have never been called up for active duty. Unfortunately, many of the Revolutionary War records were burned in an Albany courthouse fire. 

 

Tories from Livingston Manor were jailed at Kingston and questioned. A document recounts that Ildrick Streble, prisoner, saith that Amount Viele has in April last swore him to secrecy and alligence to King George at the house of Henrick Hoysradt.

 

According to a document from the “Nine Little Partners“, Ulrich Strevel was imprisoned as a Tory for a short while during the Revolutionary War. There is a record of the amount of peas and bread consumed by Ulrich when he was incarcerated.

 

Other accounts say that Ulrich was imprisoned until he would swear allegiance to Britain. These accounts make more sense as Ulrich was from Germany and had no ties to Britain.

 

Marriage of Matheus Strevel

In 1798,  Matheus Fredick Strevel married Susannah Wright (1782-1863) in New York. He was 34 and she was 16. They had 8 children.

In 1800, son Harvey Strevell was born in New York to Matheus and Susannah Strevel. Harvey married Elizabeth Lewis (1800-1866) in New York around 1824. Both Harvey and Elizabeth were 24 years of age when they married. They had six children. The Harvey and Elizabeth Strevell family is shown below.
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Of the six children of Harvey and Elizabeth Strevell, only Jason and William emigrated to Livingston County.

 

CHAPTER 3

 

1809 to 1836

 

Birth of Abraham Lincoln

 

Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in Hardin County, Kentucky. He eventually became the sixteenth President of the United States and served from 1861 until he was assassinated in 1865.

 

In 1818, Illinois became the 21st state in the union. Central Illinois was the last part of the State of Illinois to be settled. The land was swampy and there were no railroads in the center of the state. The Kickapoo Indian tribe was also living in Central Illinois.

 

Early Settlers

 

In 1830, Valentine Darnall became the first settler in Livingston County. Valentine and Rachel Darnall settled about 4 miles south of Fairbury. Other early settlers included the William McDowell family in 1832. Franklin Oliver, pioneer Chatsworth settler, also arrived in 1832.

 

Blackhawk War

 

In early 1832, Chief Black Hawk initiated the Black Hawk War. At that time, there were about 650 Kickapoo living at Oliver’s Grove, three miles south of Chatsworth. The Chief of the Kickapoo advised Franklin Oliver that he could stay during the war, but the other settlers should leave the area. Most of the early pioneers decided to temporarily move to Indiana. The Kickapoo liked Franklin Oliver, so he stayed on his farm during the war.

 

Fortunately, the Black Hawk War only lasted five months. When the war was over, the Kickapoo were forced to leave the state of Illinois. The early settlers returned from Indiana back to their farms.

 

Birth of Jason W. Strevell

 

In 1832, Jason Woolrick Strevell was born in New York. His parents were Harvey and Elizabeth Strevell. 

 

Birth of Zelus Nettleton

 

Also born in 1832 was Zelus H. Nettleton. He was born in Connecticut and his parents were Eli Nettleton (1797-1853) and Mary M. Hotchkiss (1803-1846). The family tree of Zelus H. Nettleton is shown in a future chapter. 

 

 

 

Birth of William Crawford

 

William Crawford was also born in 1832 in New York City. His parents were Andrew Crawford and Elizabeth Turner. When William was eight years old, his family moved to Ohio. The schoolhouse in Ohio nearest to William’s home was two miles away. The path from his house to the school went through a thick woods. On the first day of school, William’s mother went with him and marked trees with her hatchet so he could find his way home after school.

 

The Weed and Young Family Arrive in Pontiac

 

In 1833, the Henry Weed family and the Youngs came to Pontiac from New York. Mr. Weed was a brother-in-law to the Young brothers because he was married to their sister. They built the first log cabin in Pontiac Township. Unfortunately, Mrs. Weed died just a couple years after they arrived in Pontiac. Mr. Weed then married one of his wife’s sisters.

 

Birth of Jason Strevell’s Brother

 

William H. Strevell (1834-1931), brother of Jason W. Strevell, was born in New York in 1834. Of the six children in that family, only these two brothers emigrated to the Central Illinois area.

 

Lincoln Obtains His Law License

 

In 1836, at the age of 25, Abraham Lincoln obtained his law license. He began by writing legal forms and doing simple cases. Lincoln became a partner with Springfield lawyer John T. Stuart in 1837.

 

 

CHAPTER 4

 

1837 to 1848

 

Establishment of Livingston County

 

Livingston County was established on February 27, 1837. It was formed from parts of McLean, LaSalle, and Iroquois counties. The map below shows how the county was formed. This map came from a 2010 State of Illinois document showing how all the counties were formed. This map can be accessed at Tinyurl.com/4uyz22cd.
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The new county was named after Edward Livingston, a prominent politician who was mayor of New York City and represented New York in the United States House of Representatives and Louisiana in both houses of Congress. 

 

Pontiac as the County Seat

 

Just five months after Livingston County was created, the city of Pontiac was laid out on July 27, 1837 by Henry Weed and brothers Lucius Young and Seth M. Young. A small group of people gathered at the cabin of Andrew McMillan on the banks of the Vermilion River. Their plan was to create a seat for the newly established county of Livingston. The town they would design was nearly the last of hundreds of new towns laid out in Illinois between 1835 and 1837. This information can be found in the 1878 history book.

 

Lincoln’s Law Practice

 

 Abraham Lincoln’s practice as a lawyer was centered in Springfield. However, between 1837 and 1858, Lincoln spent much of his time riding the Eighth Judicial Circuit, a division of counties established for the administration of the legal justice system in Illinois. The counties that made up the Eighth Judicial Circuit changed over time.

 

For more information about Lincoln’s time riding the circuit, see Guy Fraker’s second book titled A Guide to Lincoln’s Eighth Judicial Circuit. 

 

 

First Legal Ownership of Land in Pontiac Area was in 1840

 

Although Henry Weed came to Pontiac in 1833, his first legal ownership of land occurred in 1840. According to records from the Federal Bureau of Land Management, Henry Weed purchased the land that became the city of Pontiac.
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Lincoln as Lawyer in First Trial Held in Livingston County

 

Abraham Lincoln served as a lawyer in three cases that were heard in the Livingston County Seat of Pontiac. Two of the cases were in 1840, and the third case was in 1843. The first two cases in 1840 involved the same Fairbury citizens.

 

In 2022, the Fairbury Blade newspaper published a story written by the author about the 1840 cases where two Fairbury citizens sued each other. 

 

Isaac Lincoln Wilson was born in 1812 in Greene County, Indiana. In 1835, at the age of 22, Isaac married 17-year-old Harriett Bishop in Indiana. The Isaac Wilson family moved from Indiana to Avoca Township in 1837. Isaac farmed in Avoca Township, and he hauled his grain to Chicago when that city was a small village almost buried in mud and mire. 

 

When Livingston County was formed in 1837, Isaac Wilson was one of the first men elected to be a Justice of the Peace and served ten years in that position. In 1840, Isaac Wilson purchased 80 acres from the federal government in Section 36 of Avoca Township. This land is in the southeast corner of Avoca Township on Indian Creek.

 

William Champion Popejoy Sr. was born in 1793 in Darke County, Ohio. In 1817, at the age of 24, William married Rebecca Hannaman in Ohio. The William Popejoy family moved from Ohio to Avoca Township in 1831. In early 1832, the McDowell family settled on Indian Creek about three miles north of Fairbury. The Popejoy and McDowell families were among a small group of early settlers that temporarily went to Indiana during the 1832 Black Hawk War. They returned to their homes when the war ended.

 

In 1840, William Popejoy purchased four tracts of land from the federal government. William purchased a total of 280 acres in Section 11 of Avoca Township. William's farm was about four miles north of the farm of Isaac Wilson. William was about one mile from the village of Avoca, and Isaac was about three miles away.

 

In 1840, Isaac Wilson was 28 years of age, and William Popejoy was 47 years of age. Mr. Popejoy asked Mr. Wilson if he could rent his horse for a trip to Bloomington and back. Mr. Popejoy agreed to care for, feed and shod the horse plus pay Mr. Wilson $1. Mr. Popejoy made the trip to Bloomington and returned the horse to Mr. Wilson. Unfortunately, the horse died soon after it was returned home. Mr. Wilson sued Mr. Popejoy and alleged that Mr. Popejoy had not taken proper care of his horse and requested $300 in damages. Mr. Popejoy retained 31-year-old Abraham Lincoln as his attorney.

 

Isaac Wilson retained Stephen A. Douglas as his attorney. Only 27 years of age, Douglas was already famous throughout the State. Douglas was a fervent Democrat and one of the great orators of his day. Already he had been Attorney General of the State and a member of the Illinois House of Representatives. Later that year, he would be appointed Secretary of State, and in 1841 he would be appointed a Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court, the youngest man ever to serve on that tribunal. Douglas was also clearly a young man rising swiftly in the world.

 

Since Livingston County was founded in 1837, no permanent courthouse had been built by 1840. The court hearings were held in a cabin owned by Henry Weed. The jury held its deliberations on a pile of sawn logs on the banks of the Vermilion River in Pontiac.

 

The trial of Wilson versus Popejoy was held in May of 1840. This trial was the first legal case ever decided in Livingston County. Mr. Lincoln lost the case, and the jury found in favor of Mr. Wilson. However, Mr. Lincoln was able to get the $300 sought by Mr. Wilson reduced to $70.25.

 

A few months later, Isaac Wilson alleged that William Popejoy had stolen meat from Mrs. William McDowell at the village of Avoca. Mr. Popejoy responded by saying he had not stolen the meat, and he sued Mr. Wilson for slander. Mr. Popejoy continued to use Abraham Lincoln as his attorney for this legal matter. Mr. Wilson hired Burton C. Cook as his attorney.

 

The court hearing for the slander suit of Popejoy versus Wilson was conducted in Pontiac in October of 1840. Mr. Lincoln won this case, and the jury awarded $2,000 to Mr. Popejoy. This amount was considered a significant judgment in that era. This amount of money would be equivalent to $52,620 in today's dollars.

 

William Popejoy spent several years farming in Livingston County before moving to Cropsey in McLean County. In October of  1845, William Popejoy signed a contract to have a new house built. The contractor, James S. Coberly, built a frame house twenty-eight feet long, eighteen feet wide, and nine feet high. There was a porch on each side of the house and one room eight feet square at each end of one porch. William was to furnish the timber from his farm along with all other material. The contract related the construction cost was one hundred thirty dollars, which was paid in cows, pork, one horse, and a two-horse wagon. The cows were given to Mr. Coberly when the work started, a horse and three hundred pounds of pork on March 1, 1846, and the balance on December 1, 1846. William Popejoy died in 1848 at the age of 55. 

 

Isaac Wilson moved from Avoca to Pleasant Ridge Township in 1853. Mr. Wilson died in 1888 at the age of 75.

 

In 1858, the famous Lincoln-Douglas debates took place. In that era, U.S. senators were elected by the state legislature, not the popular vote. Douglas won the U.S. Senate seat, but the debates made Lincoln famous as a national figure and helped him win the presidential election in 1860.

 

Subsequent generations of descendants of William Popejoy continued to live in the Cropsey area. William Popejoy is the third great grandfather of Ray Popejoy, founder of Popejoy Plumbing, Heating, Electric, and Geothermal company in Fairbury. 

 

 

Additional Information on First Courthouse

 

Per the 1878 Livingston County History Book, the first Courthouse was erected in 1839-40, by Henry Weed, Lucius Young and Seth W. Young. The three men proposed that they would erect the courthouse at their own expense if the county seat was located on the land selected by them. They posted a bond of $3,000 to guarantee they built the courthouse. The men built the courthouse. 

 

Jason Strevell Studies the Law 

 

An online search found an undated book by A. W. Bowen titled Progressive Men of the State of Montana Volume One.  Jason was still alive when book was written, so was written before 1903 when he died. This book has a biography of Jason Strevell including how he became a lawyer.

Jason W. Strevell was educated in the famous old Rensselaerville Academy, in Albany county, N. Y., and then began reading law with Peckham & Tremaine, prominent members of the Albany bar.

 

Third Lincoln Case in Pontiac in 1843

 

In September of 1843, Lincoln appeared as a lawyer in another case heard at Pontiac, Illinois. Mr. Blue, the acting Sheriff of Livingston County accused Eliza Allen of perjury. Then Eliza and her husband Moses Allen sued Blue and accused him of slander. The jury found Sheriff Blue guilty and awarded the Allens $250. Mr. Blue retained the law firm of Logan and Lincoln to appeal the case to the Illinois Supreme Court. The Allens failed to file the right paperwork and defaulted in the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court reversed the judgment against Sheriff Blue.

 

All of the legal cases that Abraham Lincoln was involved with can be searched at the web site at Tinyurl.com/2p8eu559.

 

Z. H. Nettleton in the 1845 Michigan Census

 

In this Census, Z. H. Nettleton was living with his father, Eli Nettleton, in Constantine, Michigan.

 

 

Zelus H. Nettleton Builds House in St. Joseph County, Michigan,  in 1847

 

Wikipedia has an entry for this home that is included in the National Register of Historic Places. This information can be accessed at Tinyurl.com/2p8893u6. The Wikipedia entry is noted below.

 

The Nettleton-Cond House, also known as the Wells-Bryan House, is a single family home located at 260 South Washington Street in Constantine, Michigan. It was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 2021.

History

This house was constructed in 1847 by Zelus Nettleton, at a location one lot south of its present location. Nettleton sold the house to John M. Wells in 1849, who lived there until 1853. In 1867, Charles Cond purchased the house and the lot adjacent (where the house stands now). At some point between 1874 and 1884 he moved the house to its present location. Cond willed the house to his son Louis after his death, who passed it on to his wife Katherine. In 1913, Katherine Cond sold the house.

The house changed hands frequently in the subsequent years, until 1972, when it was sold to Robert and Janet Miller. The Millers ran an antique store in the house into the 1980s. In 1977, the house was listed in the Michigan State Register of Historic Sites as the "Wells-Bryan House." David and Angela Beegle purchased the property in 1997, living there until 2020. In 2021, it was sold to Arthur and Jenni Roberts.

 

Description

The original part of the Nettleton-Cond House is a one-and-one-half story wood frame Greek Revival structure measuring 24 feet by 30 feet. Two one-story additions at the rear were constructed later in the 19th century. The facade of the house is three bays wide and asymmetrical, with the main entrance in the southernmost bay, reached by a small porch. The other two bays contain identical windows, with additional windows in the second floor above the first floor door and windows.

The corners of the house have wide wooden pilasters. Above the second floor is a cornice, with frieze and pediment above. The roof is shallow.
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Home built by Zelus H. Nettleton in 1847 in Constantine, Michigan




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The number assigned to this property in the National Register of Historic Places is 100006782. A copy of the application to include this home on the National Register may be accessed at Tinyurl.com/32z5j9sb.

 

 

Second Home Built by Zelus Nettleton in Constantine

 

While he was living in Constantine, Michigan, Zelus Nettleton built another home at 185 West Third Street. This house is in the Carpenter Gothic Style. It utilized drop pendant bargeboards on the front and side of the home. These drop pendant bargeboards are identical to the ones on the Strevell House in Pontiac, Illinois.
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Front view of Carpenter Gothic Style home built by Zelus Nettleton at 185 West Third Street in Constantine, Michigan
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SideSSide view of Carpenter Gothic Style home built by Zelus Nettleton at 185 West Third Street in Constantine, Michigan




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According the application to place the Greek Revival home at 260 South Washington Street in the National Registry of Historic Places, Zelus Nettleton sold this home for $1,550 in 1853 and he then moved to Pontiac, Illinois.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 5

 

1849 to 1853

 

Family Tree of Zelus Nettleton 

 

Determining the family tree for Zelus Nettleton was a very difficult process. A cousin of Charles Nettleton Strevell wrote him a letter in 1896 that explained the family tree. The letter will be recounted later in the future chapter that covers the 1896 era. The family tree is shown below.
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All of Zelus Nettleton’s ancestors lived and died in the Orange, Connecticut except Eli Nettleton (1797-1853) who moved to the St. Joseph County, Michigan area.

Marriage of Zelus Nettleton

 

It is likely that Z. H Nettleton married Elizabeth Butler Kelly around 1849. Their son, John H. Nettleton, was born in 1849 in Michigan. There is a State of Illinois marriage record indicating that Z. H. Nettleton married Elizabeth Kelly in Illinois but no marriage year is given.

 

Family Tree of Elizabeth Butler Kelly

  

Several sources recount that Elizabeth Kelly was born in Michigan in 1828. Her grave stone in the Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago has her date of birth as 1828.

 

Her obituary in the July 12, 1902 edition of The Butte Daily Post reported that Elizabeth was the daughter of Dr. John Kelly of Chicago. Extensive online searches of a Dr. John Kelly in Chicago were unsuccessful with respect to clarifying his identity.

 

Two other obituaries for Elizabeth did not report any information about her father. An online search found an undated book by A. W. Bowen titled Progressive Men of the State of Montana Volume One. This book has a biography for Jason Strevell and it noted that Elizabeth Kelly was the daughter of Dr. John Kelly of Lake City, Minnesota. This book turned out to be the critical piece of information which revealed the life-story of Dr. John Kelly.

 

A descendant of Dr. Kelly constructed a family tree in Ancestry.com. This family tree reported that Dr. Kelly was born in 1801 in Orange County, New York. In 1817, at the age of 16, he emigrated to Pennsylvania. The descendant put together the following timeline for Dr. Kelly.

 

John Kelly married Esther Bishop (1795-1866) in Pennsylvania in 1820. John was 19 and Esther was 25 years of age when they married.

 

In 1823, John and Esther Kelly moved to Ohio. Son Moses C. Kelly was born in Ohio in 1825. Around 1828, the family moved to Kalamazoo, Michigan. Daughter Elizabeth Kelly was born in 1828 in Michigan.

 

In 1829, Dr. Kelly purchased 80 acres of land in Section 10 of Prairie Rondee Township in Kalamazoo. Son David Kelly was born in Kalamazoo in 1831. The family moved to Saint Joseph, Michigan around 1845.

 

In 1853, John and Esther Kelly moved from Michigan to Florence, Minnesota, in Goodhue County. Dr. Kelly purchased 160 acres of land under the half-breed act. Dr. Kelly was 52 years of age when he emigrated to Minnesota.

 

In 1858, Dr. Kelly became the first chairman of the town board of supervisors. Unfortunately, on March 2, 1866, Esther Kelly died in Minnesota at the age of 70 in Lake City, Minnesota. 

 

Obituary for Dr. John Kelly

 

The March 10, 1866, edition of The Lake City Leader newspaper published an obituary for her.

 

DIED

 

On the 2d inst., Esther, wife of Dr. John Kelly, aged seventy years and eight months.

 

The deceased was one of the oldest residents of the Lake Pepin Valley. She was extensively and favorably known. One of the largest assemblies ever convened in Lake City paid their parting respects to her on Sunday. She died in the hope of soon being raised up to everlasting life.

 

                “Asleep in Jesus─blessed sleep,

                  From which none ever wake to weep.”

 

 

In August of 1866, Dr. Kelly married Julia Doane in Galena, Illinois. She was born in 1808. 

 

1878 Biography of Dr. Kelly

 

A biography of Dr. Kelly was published in the 1878 book titled The History of Goodhue County by Wood, Alley & Co.

 

KELLY, DR. JOHN, retired physician, residence Central Point, P. 0. Lake City. Born in Orange county, N. Y., in 1801, and with parents emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1817, where in 1820 he married Esther Bishop. She was born in Lansingburgh, Rensselaer county, N. Y., in 1795. In 1823 moved to Ohio, and in 1829 to Kalamazoo, Mich., where he pre-empted 160 acres of land, and lived until 1845, when he moved to St. Joseph county, and in 1849 crossed the plains to California, returning by way of the Isthmus the following year. In the spring of 1853 came to this county and settled near the town plat of Florence, where he purchased 160 acres under the half breed act, and is the oldest living settler in this township. 

 

In 1866 his wife died, leaving four children, Franklin, Moses, Elizabeth and David B. His present wife, Julia Doane, was born in Worcester county, Mass., in 1808. In the spring of 1869 he moved to Lake City, where he resided until 1874, when he moved to his present estate, where he lives in retirement. Was chosen one of the board of supervisors the first organization of the State and county, and is otherwise identified with the interests of the town and county. Mary, Sarah E., and Annie J. are their living children.

 

1888 Biography of Dr. Kelly

 

In March of 1888, when Dr. Kelly was 88 years of age, the St. Paul Daily Globe published a story about his life.
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St. Paul Daily Globe

March 30, 1888

 

THE OLDEST PIONEER

 

Dr. John Kelly Has Lived on the Shores of Lake Pepin Thirty-Five Years

 

Red Wing, March 29.─Dr. John Kelly, the subject of the accompanying portrait, who resides in Central Point Township, Goodhue County, enjoys the distinction of being the oldest pioneer resident in one of the oldest counties in the state. On the 15th of last February he entered upon the eighty-eighth year of his age, and for a man of this mature years he is enjoying remarkable good health. His career has not been an uneventful one. He was born in Orange County, New York, Feb. 15, 1801. At twenty-one years of age he came to Homes County, Ohio, where he remained six years. He then removed to Kalamazoo, Mich., where he remained until 1847, when he crossed the plains to California, returning by the way of the Isthmus of Panama. In 1853, thirty five years ago this summer, he came to Minnesota, settling near the town plat of Florence Township, then entering upon an era of what was supposed would be unlimited prosperity. Here he purchased 160 acres of land under the half-breed act, and here he still is in the eighty-eighth year of his life, hale and hearty, the oldest person in that section. He has held several positions of public trust, and is esteemed by all who know him as honorable and upright in all his dealings.

 

Dr. Kelly and Julia lived in Lake City, Minnesota, until his death in 1892 at the age of 91. The Alliance Standard newspaper of Willmar, Minnesota, published an obituary for Dr. Kelly on February 2, 1892.

 

LAKE CITY, Minn.─Special, Jan. 30─Dr. John Kelly, a pioneer settler in Lake Pepin Valley, died yesterday at his residence in Central Point, aged ninety-one years. Deceased was born in Orange County, New York, commenced the practice of medicine in Kalamazoo, Mich., in 1845, and in 1849 crossed the plains to California, where he accumulated a fortune as a miner. He was married twice and leaves a widow, three sons and one daughter.

 

 

Land Purchases of Dr. Kelly in Minnesota

 

The U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management maintains a web site where one can search and determine who bought land from the federal government.  This web site can be accessed at Tinyurl.com/ydnhkz35.

 

This web site was searched using John Kelly and Goodhue County. The search results are shown below.
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The first land purchase was in 1868. Closer examination of this transaction showed that this John Kelly was a veteran of the War of 1812 and was deceased at the time of the transaction. Since he was a veteran, he was awarded a land patent or grant of 160 acres. Since he was deceased, the grant was awarded to his minor son Lewis Kelly. He in turn sold his land rights to Peter Avlessen. Since Dr. John Kelly was still alive in 1868, this is not his land transaction.
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