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The Star

Alice stood alone in the tarot reading room. She shuffled the remaining cards in the special deck and drew the top card. She turned and left the room just as her aunt was leading a client into the room. Alice smiled at her aunt as they passed each other.

The young elf walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk as she heard the music Eliot was playing in the greenhouse. She set the Star card down and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. She blinked and smiled. She took her notes.

She lost track of time until she heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen. Alice blinked and set her pen down. She stood up and left her room. She walked downstairs and into the kitchen. She heard the music stop and moments later Eliot walked into the kitchen. He set the table and waited.

They smiled at each other forgetting they weren’t the only ones in the house. Madeline kept cooking. Klio and Klia ran past the young elves who didn’t respond to them. The elder elf laughed at the cat antics. The young elves blinked.

Madeline asked, “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “The Star.”

Madeline smiled as the cats ran out of the kitchen. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is hope, faith, inspiration, the optimism of wishes, a bright future, learning from experience, fulfillment, satisfaction, pleasure, moving easily towards a goal, love serenity, romanticism, creativity, healing, positive destiny, renewal, inner clarity, miracles or even being in the spotlight.”

The cats ran through the kitchen again. The elves laughed.

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is dreams abandoned, continued striving without results, arrogance, cutting off a bad relationship with nothing new on the horizon,  bad luck, disappointment or lack of balance between dreams and actions.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get a new card tomorrow.”

The cats ran back into the kitchen as Alice got drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone after the cats ran out of the kitchen. They sat down and ate together as the cats continued to run around the house before settling down to rest.

Madeline laughed at the cats.

Eliot said, “Madeline, I’m surprised that you’re enjoying the cats as much as you are.”

Madeline smiled. “I didn’t realize how much joy cats could bring in one’s life. I thought they would just be too much for me. I was afraid they’d wreck my house. But they aren’t.”

Alice said, “I think they understand that you weren’t sure about cats and they are doing their best not to upset you. They do destroy their toys and their cat tree.”

Madeline nodded. “Well, that’s fine. I’m just glad they don’t destroy other things in the house.”
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