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Introduction
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"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has."

—Margaret Mead

Even the smallest ripples can grow into waves.

In a small town called Glenwood, a group of kids with nothing but rusty tools and big dreams started something amazing. They called themselves the Broke Kids Club—a name that fit their scrappy beginnings, but one that came to mean so much more.

What began as a simple mission to clean up their broken park turned into a movement, inspiring neighbors, uniting friends, and planting seeds of hope in places long forgotten. But with every success came new challenges: the pressure of growing responsibilities, the doubts that creep in when the work gets hard, and the unexpected surprises that come with trying to change the world.

Now, as their garden grows and the town begins to take notice, the Broke Kids Club faces a new chapter. School is starting, time is tight, and their list of commitments is longer than ever. With the county fair just around the corner and their pumpkins and watermelons struggling to survive, the kids will have to dig deeper than ever to keep the momentum going.

This is a story about resilience, about the power of community, and about the magic that happens when people—no matter how young or how broke—come together to make a difference.

Because the Broke Kids Club isn’t just fixing fences and planting seeds anymore. They’re building something bigger. And it’s only just the beginning.
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Chapter 1: Back to Reality
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The faint beep beep beep of Riley’s alarm clock dragged him out of a restless sleep. He smacked it off and stared at the ceiling.

First week of school: done. And already, he was exhausted.

He rolled out of bed, rubbing his eyes. Between homework, mowing lawns, and keeping up with the garden, it felt like he hadn’t sat still in days. But Riley knew there was no escaping it. School was back, and the Broke Kids Club still had work to do.

At lunch, Maria cornered Riley by the lockers, clipboard in hand. “We’re meeting at the park after school. You’re coming, right?”

“Do I have a choice?” Riley asked, stuffing his books into his bag.

“Not really,” Maria said, grinning. “We’ve got a lot to cover.”

Riley sighed. “You mean we’ve got a lot to catch up on.”

Maria’s grin faltered. “Maybe. A little.”

“A lot,” Riley corrected. “There’s the garden, the yards, the park... oh, and school, in case you forgot.”

“I haven’t forgotten,” Maria said, rolling her eyes. “That’s why we need to get organized. Just be there, okay?”

Riley didn’t argue. He knew Maria wasn’t giving him an option.

The kids gathered at the park that afternoon. Riley arrived last, hauling the old lawnmower behind him.

“Finally,” Devon said, lounging on the freshly painted bench. “What took you so long?”

“Some of us actually work,” Riley muttered, parking the mower by the fence.

“Alright, team,” Maria said, clapping her hands. “We’ve got a lot on our plates, so let’s get to it. First, the garden.”

“The pumpkins are doing okay,” Ellie said. “But something’s eating the watermelon leaves.”

“Rabbits,” Benny guessed, tossing a rock between his hands.

Maria scribbled on her clipboard. “Alright, we’ll need to check the fences and maybe figure out a way to keep the rabbits out.”

“And water everything,” Sam added quietly. “The soil’s dry.”

Maria nodded. “Good call. Garden team, that’s your job tomorrow.”

“What about the yards?” Riley asked.

Maria sighed. “We’ve got six to mow this week. Benny, Devon, you’re on that.”

Devon groaned. “Why am I always stuck mowing?”

“Because you’re good at it,” Maria said, smirking.

“I’m great at supervising,” Devon muttered.

Maria ignored him. “And don’t forget the playground. We promised we’d start by the end of the month.”

“Wait,” Riley said, frowning. “You want to fix the playground and keep up with the garden and mow the yards? While we’re in school?”

“Why not?” Maria asked.

“Because we’re not superheroes,” Riley said. “We can’t do everything.”

Maria’s jaw tightened. “We’ve done harder things before.”

“Yeah, but that was summer,” Riley shot back. “We had time then. We don’t now.”

The group fell quiet. Even Maria didn’t seem to have an answer.

Finally, Sam spoke up. “Maybe... we don’t need to do everything at once.”
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