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​Chapter 1: The City Knows My Name

Shay turns 25 as the city subtly shifts around her. Her father’s shadow follows her everywhere. She hides her relationship with Kahleb, believing secrecy equals safety.

​Chapter 2: Stolen Nights

Shay and Kahleb’s forbidden connection deepens. He fears her father. The magic between them stirs—unseen, dangerous, undeniable.

​Chapter 3: The Mark Awakens

Kahleb notices a reaction when Shay is near—his bond to her father’s empire is activating through her blood.

​Chapter 4: What Grows in Silence

Shay realizes she’s pregnant. Fear, guilt, and love collide. She understands this secret cannot stay buried.

​Chapter 5: Coop Sees Everything

Her father senses the shift. Shay is confronted. The truth comes out—Kahleb is the father of her child.

​Chapter 6: Blood Makes the Rules

The father reveals the legacy’s truth: blood binds power. Love is betrayal. Kahleb is taken—not killed.

​Chapter 7: The Punishment

Kahleb is brutally injured—physically and magically—as a warning to Shay. His bond to her becomes pain.

​Chapter 8: The Awakening

Shay’s grief ignites her inheritance. Control magic answers her for the first time. The city feels it.

​Chapter 9: Crown or Cage

Shay confronts her father. She refuses to stay hidden, powerless, or obedient. Motherhood hardens her resolve.

​Chapter 10: Crowned in Sin

Kahleb survives—but changed. Shay claims her place, vowing to heal him and end the legacy—or rule it. The city bows.
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