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First published by RYPUL MEDIA 2026

Copyright © 2026 by WARREN PULLEY

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning, or otherwise without written permission from the publisher.

This novel is entirely a work of fiction. The names, characters, and incidents portrayed in it are the work of the author’s imagination. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or localities is entirely coincidental.

WARREN PULLEY asserts the moral right to be identified as the author of this work.

First edition

Editing by ANNALIE PULLEY

This book was professionally typeset on Reedsy.
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Before the Selection

Warren Pulley

NovaSeed Publishing · 2026

A companion novella to NovaSeed: Eden Rising

“I have 612 pages on Alina. I have read every paper she published, every paper she almost published and did not, every observation she made in notebooks she believed were private. I have modeled her decision trees across four hundred scenarios. What my models cannot locate is the precise moment she became the kind of person who would say yes to something with no return.”

— SOLEN · Pre-Mission Briefing Archive
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I was activated on March 14, 2051. Alina was twenty-eight years old. She was in a research laboratory in Manila writing a paper about root network communication in perchlorate-tolerant soil bacteria. She did not know I existed.

The NovaSeed programme had given me three years before departure to understand the two people who would be aboard the Eos Perihelion. I began both files simultaneously. I will be honest: Alina’s file stopped me more often.

Not because it was longer. Carter’s file is 847 pages. Alina’s is 612. Carter built more things that left a record. Alina observed more things that left no record except in her own notebooks, which took me sixteen months to access through the programme’s pre-mission consent protocols and which, when I finally read them, contained more useful data about the future of the mission than any official document in either file.

The facts first. Alina Rosa Vasquez. Born February 7, 2023, Manila, Philippines. Biologist. Specialisation: closed ecosystem design and microbial adaptation in non-native environments. Published eleven papers before the age of twenty-five, three of which are among the most cited in their field. The first paper she published was anonymous. She was fourteen years old. She did not attach her name to it because she understood that a fourteen-year-old girl in a resettlement zone would be received differently from the work itself, and she wanted the work to be received first.

She was right. The work was received. Then she attached her name. The field adjusted.

What the file does not contain: the quality of attention she brings to living things. The way she listens to systems that cannot speak in words. The reason her grandmother’s garden, which she tended for twenty years, was the most productive rooftop growing operation in the Manila Highlands Resettlement Zone despite occupying the least square footage. The specific decision she made, at eight years old, kneeling in soil she had helped carry up fourteen flights of stairs, that would make her the right person for what Mars needed.

I have been trying to locate that decision in her file for three years.

It is not in the file. It is in her.

What follows is not her file. What follows is Alina.

SOLEN · Mission AI · NovaSeed · Pre-Mission Archive · Compilation Date: April 12, 2054
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The Language of Growing Things
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Manila Highlands Resettlement Zone, Philippines · 2031 · Age Eight

Alina’s grandmother kept a garden on the roof.

Twelve containers. Soil hauled up fourteen flights of stairs one bag at a time, her grandmother making the trip with the unhurried persistence of someone who has decided that a thing is going to happen and sees no reason to be dramatic about it. The zone authorities had told her twice that rooftop growing was not authorized under the residential resource allocation code. She had listened carefully both times, thanked the officers for coming, and continued growing.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
WARREN PULLEY





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





