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Introduction 

Traditional methods of studying the past have always given greater importance to nationalist, religious and moral interests, which subordinated the historical fact to the System point of view. 

That’s how we have been educated. 

The time has come to simplify and show respect for our ancestors, striving to know what really happened in the past, and not just what they want to inform us about. 

After so many years of studying History, I came to the conclusion that the best study system is through an impartial, objective Chronology that just put each event in its exact place in time, revealing History without manipulation. 

This Chronology contains not only purely political facts, such as the foundation of cities, the birth of kingdoms and empires, scientific and geographical discoveries, natural disasters and epidemics; it also includes information on the most different fields of human activity: chemistry, astronomy, geography, mathematics, and so on. In parallel, the chronology is complemented by data that do not belong to a specific date, but to an entire epoch, they are each society generalities, curiosities, customs, the religion of each civilization, inventions or discoveries that cannot be placed in an exact date, etc. 

The result of all this set is one of the most complete chronologies within its reach, periodically updated with the latest archaeological and scientific discoveries, and that transforms the reader into an eyewitness of the past, understanding the relation of geographically distant facts to each other, but closely connected in time and influencing unexpected consequences. This is something that traditional history has generally ignored when it was not usable. 

A work of this magnitude could not be published in a single book, so I have divided it into several collections, and the Spanish originals are being translated into French, English, Italian and Portuguese. 

The chronology goes from prehistory to the present day year by year, as far as possible. 

For those who prefer a deeper and more detailed study, I have prepared a second chronology, day by day, which for now covers from 1789 to 1946, divided into five collections. 

Ruben Ygua 





​ 



  

 

           1336-1453 



















​THE CAUSES 

The Hundred Years' War was actually a series of wars, which began in 1337 and continued until 1453, interspersed with several periods of peace. 

In February 1328, Charles IV of France died. On April 1, a posthumous daughter was born, who was forbidden by Salic law to take power. Two candidates for the crown were then presented: Edward III of England and Philip of Valois. 

On May 19, 1328, Philip VI de Valois was proclaimed King of France by the States General, following the instructions of Charles' will. 

Edward did not recognize Philip and publicly announced that he would support anyone who stood up to the French king. Philip VI reacted by marching his troops into Flanders, where the Flemish weavers were highly dependent on English wool. 

In 1329 the crisis of the succession of Artois broke out, which was under the sovereignty of the king of France. 

In 1331, Robert of Artois was forced to flee, after Philip VI confiscated his property and formally seized the duchy. Robert took refuge in England. 

Between 1331 and 1334: During the Scottish civil war, Edward III supported Edward Balliol, while his rival Philip VI of France helped David Bruce of Scotland with men and money. 

In 1334, Balliol was crowned and David Bruce sought refuge in France, declaring himself vassal to Philip VI. 

From then on, the struggle for control of navigation and international trade markets intensified. 

1336- In Great Britain: Robert of Artois is admitted to the court of Edward III and begins his attempts to convince the English king to seize the French throne. Edward III decrees the interruption of the sale of English wool to France. This leads to a revolt of the Flemish against the French. 

1336 IN THE WORLD- Italy: war between Venice and Verona, Azzo Visconti supports the Venetians, ending the traditional alliance with the Della Scala family. The historian Ptolemy of Lucca and the Dominican mystic Henry Susso dies. Roberto de Anjou intervenes in the dispute over the succession of the Marquisate of Saluzzo between Manfredo V and his nephew Thomas II. 

Tomas is a member of the Visconti family and therefore of the Ghibelline party, which is why Roberto supports Manfredo who belongs to the Guelph party. Roberto besieges and conquers the city of Saluzzo which was burned, captures Tomas II and forces him to pay a ransom for his freedom. In Avignon, Pope Benedict XII fights simony and nepotism, tries to reform the monastic and mendicant orders, and condemns the fraticelos. Edward III restores King Balliol to the throne of Scotland. Spain: the marriage of Prince Peter of Portugal with Constance of Castile causes a war between both kingdoms, Queen Isabella of Portugal avoids a battle between Portuguese and Castilian when she interposes between both armies in Estremoz, and dies soon after, a new rebellion of nobles against Alfonso XI breaks out, destroying the castle of Vilafranca. Alfonso IV of Portugal besieges Badajoz, but is defeated at the Battle of Barcarrota by the Castilians and withdraws. The Jews of Pamplona are forced to live in a neighborhood separated from the rest of the population. In Barcelona, Alfonso IV dies and is succeeded by Pedro IV as King of Aragon, Valencia and Barcelona, who begins his reign by plundering the fief of Pedro de Jérica. A Moroccan army under the command of Prince Abulmelic lands in Algeciras. James III of Mallorca married 

​Constanza of Aragon.  With the mediation of the Pope, peace is signed between Aragon and Genoa. 

The Greeks take the island of Lesbos from the Genoese. Andronicus III reorganizes the Byzantine navy.   India: The Viyaianagara Empire is born. Japan: Ashikaga reorganizes his army and launches a new offensive towards Kyoto, battle of Minatogawa, Kusunoki Masashige, obeying Emperor Go-Daigo, leads the imperial army in a disastrous confrontation against Ashikaga, when Kusunoki is defeated he commits suicide. 





WAR BEGINS 

FIRST PERIOD- 1337-1396 

1337- Eduardo III applies for large loans with the Peruzzi bankers of Florence, to finance the construction of a powerful fleet. Philip VI confiscated the duchy of Aquitaine in retaliation for Edward III's protection of Robert of Artois. Edward claimed his rights to the French throne and refused to surrender vassalage to Philip. Alliance of Ludwig of Bavaria and Edward III against Philip VI, the English king claims to be heir to the French Crown, the Hundred Years' War between France and England begins. On the island of Cadsand, near the ports of Flanders, the first skirmish of the conflict takes place, an English victory over the small French garrison. An English attempt to land troops in the Flemish town of Sluys fails. Shortly afterwards, the English reject a French force that tried to re-conquer Cadsand.  At the end of the year, the English withdraw from the island, to concentrate their troops in view of the next invasion of France. In Flanders: Jacob Artevelde takes command of the insurrection against the Count of Flanders, vassal of the French king, and forces him to flee to France. Artevelde assumes the government of Flanders, makes an alliance with Edward III, recognizes him as the legitimate king of France, and declares himself his vassal. The English king again allows the delivery of wool to Flanders. 

1337 IN THE WORLD- in Germany, the German bishops sign a collective letter asking for reconciliation between the Pope and the Emperor. Italy: The Della Scala of Verona organizes an army of mercenaries to attack Visconti in Milan. Death of Giotto di Bondone, a realist painter, considered the father of modern painting. Federico II of Sicily dies; his son Peter II succeeds him, which provokes the war with Roberto of Anjou, legal heir according to the treaty of Castalbellota. 

The astronomer Godofredo de Meaux predicts riots and famine, because of the appearance of a comet in the sky. Spain: Castilian Admiral Alonso Jofre Tenorio defeats the Portuguese fleet commanded by the Genoese Manuel Pezagno at Cape San Vicente, who is taken prisoner. In Algeria: after a long siege, Abu-l-Hassan ibn Othman conquers Tlemecén.  In Mallorca: promulgation of the Palatine Laws. Byzantium abolishes the Depot of Epirus and annexes the country. Sultan Orkham conquers Nicomedia from the Byzantines. Africa: death of Mansa Musa, his son Mansa Maghan succeeds him on the throne of Mali. Japan: Ashikaga conquers Kyoto after a long siege; the emperor flees to Mount Hiei, after sending the Sacred Treasures to Ashikaga. 

Takauji decides to place the Emperor on the throne Komyo, from the branch Jimyōin-tō, finishes the Kenmu Restoration and starts the Ashikaga Shogunate. 



1338-In France: the incursions of small English contingents begin, who disembark to loot or attack some local garrisons. Philip VI declares the fiefs of Edward in France, south of the Loire, confiscated and sends troops to Guyenne (Aquitaine).  In Scotland: Robert Stewart's rebellion, 

​King Balliol's new escape to England. Edward III asks the Flemish Artevelde to gather an army of 150,000 men, to support him in the next invasion. 

1338 IN THE WORLD - Rense's Diet meets, the Elector Princes and Emperor Ludwig IV 

proclaim that no German king needs papal approval to be crowned Emperor or to govern his territory within the Holy Empire. In Sicily: Robert of Anjou takes over Termini. Spain: Madrid pact between Alfonso XI of Castile and Pedro IV of Aragon, against the Muslims, while Abu Malik besieges Tarifa Council of Palencia: the loss of office and benefit to the clergy living in concubinage is punished. The Cortes of Burgos establishes punishments with fines or chained imprisonment for those who play dice or chess with money. The rumour that the King of El Garb, in Morocco, was preparing a fleet to attack the Balearic Islands, forced the organization of a protection fleet, for which another tax was established on the patrimony of each inhabitant of the islands, although later the King exempted the knights, increasing the tension. The Ottomans dominate the eastern coast of the Bosphorus, conquered by Nicomedia. In Moscow: construction of the Kremlin. Japan: Emperor Go-Daigo establishes the Southern Court in the Yoshino Mountains, the period of the Northern and Southern Courts begins, the Northern Dynasty established in Kyoto and the Southern Dynasty in Yoshino, dispute for power. 

1339- Great landing of English troops in Flanders, but they do not receive the help of Flemish forces, as Artevelde only managed to gather a small army.  Edward III is informed of the approach of a powerful French army, and seeing himself inferior in number he orders his troops to be reshipped.  Philip IV begins preparations for a landing in Great Britain; the French admiral Hughes Quiéret gathered about 200 ships, including 4 Genoese galleys, off the Flemish coast. Edward, informed of the French plans, assembles some 200 ships at Harwich. Invention of the Ribauldequin: cannon with several mouths and simultaneous firing. 

1339 IN THE WORLD- in Italy, battle of Parabiago, victory of the Visconti over the Della Scala and the imperial army. Azzo Visconti dies, will be succeeded by Lucas Visconti, Lord of Milan. 

Simone Boccanegra, first doge of Genoa. Gautier VI of Brienne rules Florence: the bankruptcy of several companies and banks causes a serious crisis, tax increases are decreed causing tension among the population. Bartolomeo Gradenigo, doge of Venice. Roberto of Anjou takes over the Lipari Islands, next to Sicily. Spain: Yusuf attacks Siles but is defeated by the Castilians. Abu Malik lands at the head of a powerful African army, attacks Medina-Sidonia, Arcos de la Frontera and Lebrija and lays siege to Jerez de la Frontera, but is defeated and killed by Gonzalo Martinez de Oviedo by the Barbate River. Alfonso XI of Castile and Pedro IV of Aragon attack Gibraltar, the Genoese send aid to the Muslims and defeat the Castilian squadron in the strait. The Cortes of Madrid, convened by Alfonso XI to collect the money needed to wage war on the Muslims, authorizes the Castilians to export wheat and livestock. Japan: in Yoshino, death of the emperor Go-Daigo, Go-Murakami succeeds him. 

1340- The English fleet sailed from Harwich on June 22nd, commanded personally by Edward III and arrived at the coast of Flanders the following day. There they received the reinforcement of fifty additional ships. The English king sent a cavalry force ashore for reconnaissance and decided to attack the next day. 

Battle of Sluys (The Lock): The naval battles of the time were similar to battles on land and were decided at close range, often by boarding. The ships were used as mobile fortresses with 

​wooden structures known as aggregate castles on the bow and stern of merchant ships adapted for warfare. These high castles allowed archers to attack the crew of an enemy ship. It has been claimed, (but not proven), that some of the ships in the battle carried primitive cannons and catapults. Quiéret had divided his 200 ships into three divisions. He ordered the ships of each division to be chained together, and that each ship should have a small boat full of stones, moored at the top of the mast, so that men could throw them on the English decks. The French were armed mainly with swords and pikes, but had little armor. Quiéret also had some crossbowmen. In effect, he planned to confront the English with three large floating fortresses incapable of rapid movement; estimates of the number of French involved range from 25,000 to 40,000. Edward, for his part, had a large number of archers and warriors protected by heavy armor. He placed the largest of his 250 ships in the vanguard, and between every two ships equipped with archers, he placed ships with his armored soldiers. The smaller ships formed a second division with the archers. The decisive weapon in this battle, as it would be throughout the conflict on land, was the longbow, which surpassed the crossbow. 

Barbavera, the commander of the Genoese galleys in the French fleet, insisted that the French fleet put to sea. He pointed out that not doing so would give the English the advantage of wind, tide and sun.  Quiéret rejected this good advice. 

The Battle of Sluys began around midday on the 24th of June. The English archers launched one volley after another of arrows at the French ships. As they approached a French ship, the English boarded it and conquered it in hand-to-hand combat. Then they would head for the next ship, taking one after another in a protective shower of arrows. 

Once the first division of French ships was defeated, the English moved on to the other two divisions. The action went on into the night. The French fleet was practically annihilated; the English sank or captured 166 of their 200 ships. Estimates of casualties vary widely, but the French and their allies may have lost as many as 25,000 men, including Quiéret.  The English lost 4,000 men. The victorious Edward III claimed the title "Sovereign of the narrow seas". His letter to his son, recounting the battle, is the oldest English naval office in existence. 

The Battle of Sluys was the most important naval combat of the Hundred Years War, granted England control of the English Channel for a generation and enabled the invasion of France and the series of English victories in the following years. Without the Battle of Sluys, it is unlikely that the war between England and France would have lasted for a long time. After the naval victory, Edward landed in Flanders where he prepared to assemble a Flemish army, and ordered Robert III of Artois to take 1,000 English and 10,000 Flemish soldiers to launch small raids in the region in order to provoke a French reaction and try to capture the important fortified base of Saint-Omer. 

The French king was aware of the English plans, and had concentrated some 25,000 in the region, who had barricaded themselves in several fortresses, including Saint-Omer and Tournai. Robert razed the town of Arques to the ground and marched on to Saint-Omer. 

Battle of Saint Omer  

Robert of Artois deployed his troops in front of the town of Saint-Omer, ready to go into battle. He placed his best soldiers, the English archers and the men of Bruges and Ypres, in the centre, protected by the left flank, made up of soldiers from Ypres, Fernes and Mons, and by the right flank, of troops recruited from Bruges. The rear of this army was protected by a large number of Flemish allied troops and the camp. 

The battle began when several Frankish knights, eager to engage in combat, disobeyed the orders of their generals and charged on the left flank of the Anglo-Flemish army. This attack was easily 

​repelled from the Flemish barricades. At this point, in an unexpected manner, the Ypres infantry pursued the retreating French knights, taking to the open field in front of the city. The retreating French troops turned and charged again, starting a bloody struggle that lasted all afternoon. The counts of Burgundy and Armagnac watched the battle from the walls of Saint-Omer, and discovered that a breach had occurred because of the Flemish attack; they immediately each rode with 400 of the best horsemen to attack the flanks of the allied army. John I attacked the weakened left flank and broke into the Allied camp where he massacred the disorganized enemy reserve, but lost control of his men, who rushed to plunder the place. Thus Juan lost the opportunity to fall on the rear of the left flank, which would have annihilated Roberto's army. While this was happening, the English forces and the troops of the city of Bruges (which occupied the center and the right side of the army) were luckier, as they repelled the attack of Eudes with a shower of arrows. 

Not realizing the carnage taking place in their rear, Robert's army surrounded the Eudes cavalry and crushed it by superior numbers, forcing it to retreat to the city and face a bloody struggle in the streets of the suburbs north of Saint-Omer. Fierce opposition from French citizens and archers prevented Robert's men from taking over the city.  At the time, both sides were unaware that two kilometers away the French controlled the battlefield. As night fell, Robert and John returned to their positions by the same route, engaging in some minor skirmishes. 

At dawn, Robert understood what had happened and ordered a quick retreat to avoid total disaster. 8000 Flemish died in the battle, a number far superior to the English losses, caused by the inexperience of those troops. Soon after, Edward laid siege to Tournai, but the French forced him to lift the siege and conclude a truce that same year. 

In London, the English Parliament refused to pay taxes to the Pope in Avignon. The English poet Robert Manning dies. 



1340 IN THE WORLD- The oldest records of gunpowder manufacturing in Germany. 

Gautier VI de Brienne is deposed from the government in Florence. Battle of Parabiago: the rebel Lodricio Visconti is defeated by Luchino Visconti's army. Florentine Pegolotti publishes La Pratica della Mercatura, a study of every coin in circulation in Europe and the exchange values. Spain: the Master of the Order of Alcantara, Gonzalo Martinez de Oviedo, is executed in Valencia de Alcantara for having criticized the King's affairs with Leonor de Guzman. Prince Juan Manuel conquers Utrera, which is fortified by order of the king and becomes a refuge for criminals. Defeat of the Castilian fleet before the Muslims in front of Algeciras, the Muslims control the strait and Alfonso XI asks for help from the King of Portugal, who mobilizes his army by land and sends his fleet to Cadiz. The Sultan Abu-l-Hassan lands in Algeciras, proclaims holy war against the Christians and besieges Tarifa using artillery pieces with gunpowder. The joint army of Portuguese, Castilian and Aragonese defeats Abu-l-Hassan’s troops in the battle of the Salado River, the Castilians control Gibraltar and the strait, although Ceuta remains in Muslim hands. Waldemar IV, King of Denmark. 

Simeon I, Prince of Moscow. In Central Asia: first cases of plague. 



1341- To raise funds, Philip VI introduced the gazelle (salt tax), which led to increased dissatisfaction with his government.  The English concentrate a new army preparing the next invasion of France. The War of the Breton Succession begins: John de Montfort captures Nantes and besieges Limoges, starting the dispute with Charles de Blois, who has the support of the French king. The English government supports Jean de Montfort.  Battle of Champtoceaux: 

​Montfort fails in his attempt to prevent Charles from leading his troops to re-conquer Nantes. 

France: 400 heretics are burned at the stake in Montsegur. 

1341 IN THE WORLD- in Rome, celebration of a Triumph in the style of Imperial Rome, in honor of the writer Petrarch.  Holy Empire: to make possible the marriage of his son Ludwig, Marquis of Brandenburg, with his cousin Marguerite Maultasch, Countess of Tyrol, Emperor Ludwig personally annuls her previous marriage to Prince John Henry of Bohemia, violating an exclusive right of the Pope. Spain: Alfonso XI of Castile conquers Alcalá la Real, Benamexir, Rute, Priego, the castle of Locubín and Alcalá de Benzaide but fails before the castle of Iznájar and is forced by the Muslims to retreat. The Seville Town Hall decrees that the Jews may only carry out commercial transactions within the Aljama they inhabit. The Castilian fleet begins the offensive towards Algeciras, attacks the base of Ceuta and defeats a Muslim fleet. Silver mines are discovered in the county of Prades, a fief of Ramon Berenger. Portuguese sailors explore the Canary Islands, discovered a few years earlier, and return to Portugal loaded with merchandise and native slaves. Andronicus III is deposed and John V is proclaimed as Emperor of Byzantium. 

Leo V of Armenia is murdered. Mekhitar of Khmer, Bishop of Armenia. Bengal becomes independent from the Sultan of Delhi. Jani Beg, Khan of the Golden Horde. Africa: Mansa Souleyman's reign in Mali. 

1342- Clement VI, Pope: his pontificate will be characterized by an accentuated nepotism, since most of the cardinals he will appoint are his relatives, and by the simony derived from his fondness for luxury, arts and letters; Clement gets the bankers Peruzzi to cancel their loans to the English king. In France: the French king sends a powerful army to help Charles de Blois, battle of Morlaix: the English win the victory after a timely tactical retreat. Charles conquers Nantes, captures John de Monfort and besieges Hennebont, a city defended by Joan of Flanders.  During the fight, Robert of Artois is seriously wounded; he will be transported to London, where he dies a month later. Edward III announces the end of the truce, English troops land in Brest and besiege Vannes, but are then defeated in Morlaix.  Hartmann I, Count of Vaduz. Gautier de Brienne, helped by French troops, seizes power in Florence. 

1342 IN THE WORLD-   Mary Magdalene Day Flood: Europe's largest floods on record, a large number of cities are severely damaged, most crops are lost. Andrea Dandolo, Doge of Venice. 

Margaret of Bavaria inherits the duchy of the Netherlands. Peter II of Sicily dies, and his son Ludwig of Aragon succeeds him.  In Spain: the alcabala tax is introduced in Castile, which taxes sales and exchanges and will become the most important for the Crown. The siege of Algeciras begins; an epidemic causes numerous casualties in the army of Alfonso XI, who uses cannons to bombard the besieged city. The Castilian fleet commanded by Admiral Gil Boccanegra defeats the Moroccan pirates on the coast of Algeciras. The Aragonese admiral Pedro de Moncada defeats a Muslim fleet off Malaga. First expedition from Mallorca to the Canary Islands begins, in search of slaves and products. Death of Charles I of Hungary, leaving a prosperous and organized country, he is succeeded by Louis I. Trip of the Catholic missionaries Odorico da Pordenone and Juan de Marignolli to China.  India: in the Hoysala dynasty, reigned by Harihara Raya, its last monarch. 



1343- France: in the face of the tenacious resistance of Hennebont, the Truce of Malestroi is signed between France and England, the city of Vienne is placed under the administration of the Pope, the English keep the powerful base of Brest, John of Monfort regains his freedom, while 

​Charles de Blois continues the fight in Brittany. Philip VI of France condemns Olivier IV of Clisson to death, accused of collaborating with the English, and Joan of Flanders continues her fight against the French king. 

1343 IN THE WORLD - Albert of Naples dies, the throne is disputed between his daughter Joan and her husband the Duke Andrew of Hungary, Pope Clement VI intervenes and proclaims Joan as Queen of Naples. Andrea Dandolo, Doge of Venice. In Switzerland: expulsion of Jews. 

Spain: Battle of the Palmones River, Alphonso XI of Castile defeats the Muslims, the siege of Algeciras continues, where Alphonso XI receives the help of an international crusade made up of Navarrese, French, English and German nobles, the plague continues to punish the besiegers, Yusuf I lands in Gibraltar, and marches towards Algeciras at the head of an army, Battle of the Palmones River, victory of Alphonso XI, in the battle Felipe III of Navarre dies. In Barcelona, James III of Mallorca is condemned for corruption and has his assets confiscated, the bourgeois of the city help him to pay the debts in exchange for commercial privileges in the Balearic Islands, Pedro of Aragon lands and takes over Mallorca, Menorca and Ibiza, James III retires to Roussillon. The Poles ceded Pomerelia and Kulm to the Teutonic Order. Norway rises against Magnus VII, the king abdicates in favour of his son Haakon VI. Castilian sailors explore the Canary Islands. The explorer Ibn Batuta arrives in the Maldives. Chokei, Emperor of Japan. India: battle of Madura, the Hoysala Empire disappears, the sultan Harihara of Tungabhadra takes over its territories. 



1344 - John of Montfort expels the papal legates from Vienne and asks for help from the English in Brest, Charles de Blois conquers Quimper, massacring more than 2000 inhabitants of the city, all communications between Vienne and Brest are interrupted. Charles de Blois conquers Vienne, exile of Jean de Monfort in England.   Philip, Duke of Orleans.  England: Edward III introduces the 

"Noble", the first gold coins. 

1344 IN THE WORLD- murder of Andrew of Hungary, the Pope proclaims the innocence of Queen Joan of Naples, but King Louis I of Hungary declares war on Naples. Amadeo VI, the Green Count, rules in Savoy. Andrea Dandolo's firm and aggressive policy in Venice leads to a peace treaty with the Ottomans. The Italian painter Simone Martini dies.  Spain: the "Cronica del Cid" is published. Alfonso XI of Castile conquers Algeciras, and signs a ten-year truce with Yusuf I. The inhabitants of Algeciras are allowed to withdraw. Creation of the Chancellery of Aragon presided over by the Archbishop of Zaragoza. Jaime III flees to Foix, in France, while Pedro IV proclaims the union of Aragon and Mallorca, Yusuf I sends the Aragonese a shipment of wheat. The Pope recognizes the rights of Castile over the Canary Islands, Domingo Igual explores the islands.  Civil war breaks out in Persia for the succession to the throne, decline of the Mughal dynasty. The Teutonic Order harshly suppresses a rebellion of the Estonians in Saaremaa, executing the rebel leaders. India: the loss of crops causes a great famine in the country. 
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