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LINDA STARTED AS SHE realised she'd missed her stop. She jumped up from her seat and rushed to the front of the bus. The driver refused to let her off between stages. When he did stop, she had to walk all the way back in the pouring rain.

"I'm going to be late again," she mused out loud. And she was, for the third time that week. It was only Wednesday.

Linda really enjoyed her job, but lately things had been getting her down. She didn't know what, but there was something.

"It's a man you need," her friend Penny had told her. "How long's it been since John left?"

"I don't need any man."

"It must be over a year, Linda."

Did she need a man? Wasn't she happy pottering around in her own little flat in her own little way? Of course she was.

As Linda arrived at her desk, Penny came running over to meet her. "Quick Lin," she cried. "Old Jonesey wants to see you."

"What for? Do you know?"

Penny shook her head. "But he was over here a while ago so you'd better hurry."

Linda ran a brush through her thick, damp hair, smoothed her skirt flat and quickly went over to Mr Jones' office. She tapped on the door and walked through.

Karl Jones looked up from his desk and smiled. "Sit down," he said gently. Linda shuddered. When Jonesey was being nice, he was about to sack you. She perched on the edge of the chair while he reprimanded her for her poor timekeeping and lack of concentration. He hoped it was only temporary, as he would hate to lose someone of Linda's capability.

Linda was gazing through the smoked glass panelling between Karl Jones' office and the rest of the department. Some new guy, who she hadn't seen before, was chatting to Daphne, the office siren. He wasn't handsome or anything, but he was nice. Linda was smitten. A wave of jealousy swept through her. There wasn't a single male in the whole building who wasn't attracted to Daphne – though Linda had to admit, she was lovely.

She forced her attention back to the bald-headed, red-faced man who was glaring at her now.

"I'm sorry sir. What was that?"
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