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A History Travel Guide For Vincennes, Indiana in Knox County

Indiana History Travel Guide Series Book I

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Vincennes, Indiana is steeped in Indiana history. The French established a trading post where the Buffalo Trace crossed the Wabash River in 1732. 

A Visit to Vincennes, Indiana provides the visitor to Vincennes a convenient tourism guide to the history and attractions of Vincennes, Indiana. The city continues to serve as the county seat of Knox County, Indiana with many things to see and do. Enjoy a road trip to Vincennes to learn its fascinating history.
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This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given way to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.
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Knox County was the third county organized as part of the Northwest Territory in 1790. The first three counties were Washington County, organized in 1788 and Hamilton County, organized in January 1790 and Knox on June 20, 1790. The original territory encompassed by Knox County included the current states of Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio. The county takes its name from Henry Knox, the United States Secretary of War at the time the county was formed. Vincennes 

Henry Knox (July 25, 1750 – October 25, 1806)

The son of William and Mary Campbell Knox, Henry was a native of Boston. He attended the Boston Latin School until his father died when he was twelve years old. Henry quit school to support his mother, taking a job at a bookstore. Knox joined the Siege of Boston in 1775 and, at General George Washington’s direction, traveled to Fort Ticonderoga to retrieve cannon from that British fort after it fell to the Americans. He engineered a successful campaign to bring the cannon and other supplies to Boston to help push the British out of that vital port. He participated in several campaigns during the Revolutionary War. After the war Congress appointed him as the second Secretary of War, a position he held until 1794. 

Major highways

US 41

US 50

US 150

SR 58

SR 59

SR 61

SR 67

SR 159

SR 241

SR 441

Cities and Towns

Bicknell

Bruceville

Decker

Edwardsport

Emison

Freelandville

Monroe City

Oaktown

Sandborn

Vincennes

Westphalia

Wheatland

Historic Attractions of Knox County

Fort Knox II

George Rogers Clark National Historical Park

Grouseland, President William Henry Harrison Mansion

Indiana Military Museum

Knox County Veteran Memorial Park

McGrady-Brockman House (Regional History/Genealogical Research Center)

Old Cathedral (Basilica of St. Francis Xavier)

Old Cathedral Library & Museum

Old French House & Indian Museum

Old State Bank

Tecumseh statue

Vincennes State Historic Sites

Living History Events

"Christmas at Grouseland" - Grouseland, Vincennes

"Muster On The Wabash" - Fort Knox II

"Salute to the Veterans of World War II" - Indiana Military Museum

"Spirit of Vincennes Rendezvous" - French Commons

For dining, lodging and shopping information in Knox County, visit:

Vincennes/Knox County Visitors and Tourism 

779 South 6th Street

Vincennes, IN, 47591

(812)886-0400 

(800)886-6443
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County - Knox

Township - Vincennes

Named for - François-Marie Bissot, Sieur de Vincennes

Government

Area - 7.48 sq mi 

Elevation - 420 ft (128 m)

Population (2010) - 18,423

ZIP code - 47591

Area code(s) - 812 & 930

Established first as a trading post on October 28, 1702 by French Lieutenant General Sieur Juchereau of Montréal, Vincennes is the oldest continuously inhabited European town in Indiana and one of the oldest west of the Appalachian Mountains. The French abandoned the post after Juchereau died, even though it was a successful trading post. Historians do not know where this post was, exactly, but surmise it was near the spot the Buffalo Trace crossed the Wabash River. 

Vincennes

François-Marie Bissot, Sieur de Vincennes officially founded the new town in 1732. The location, near the junction of the Wabash and White Rivers and the Buffalo Trace proved a fortunate choice. He encouraged the Piankeshaw tribe to build a village nearby along with Canadian settlers. The remote location proved a difficult place to bring supplies to. Four years after he established his town Chickasaw Indians captured him and burned him at the stake. The French renamed the town Vincennes to honor him. They built Fort Ouiatenon to defend the village.
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