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by: DeLynn Nicole Poma (2002)

Introduction:

Getting started and establishing a new life in New York was by no means an easy feat for me. This is what it was like for me during those early days in the big city.

This is dedicated to Ray.
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I'm not trying to look sexy; instead, I'm holding my hair away from my face.

It was such a windy day!  (This was me on Roosevelt Island in June of 1995.)

M

y decision to stay in the city was definite upon that first night, and although my mind was made up and my heart firmly resolved, my ability to find affordable housing kept my settling here in a perpetual state of uncertainty.  The most immediate problem I needed to contend with was that I had almost no money.  The $125 bucks I brought with me soon slipped through my fingers.  In this city, it was more like spare change.  I didn’t have a job and I was not at all acquainted with the city to know the ins and outs of how things work around here.
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