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Scripture Version Note

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations in this book are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version (NIV).

Where other Bible versions are used for clarity, emphasis, or comparison, they are clearly acknowledged in the text.
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This book is dedicated to all believers who desire to honor God through tithing, faithful stewardship, true worship, and humble obedience.

It is dedicated to the Church of Jesus Christ, that she may grow in integrity, reject confusion and manipulation, and return to a biblical understanding of giving as an expression of worship and trust in God.

It is also dedicated to Christian leaders, teachers, and stewards everywhere, that they may handle the sacred matters of stewardship with truth, reverence, accountability, and spiritual discernment.

Above all, this work is dedicated to the glory of God, the owner of all things, who calls His people to walk before Him in faithfulness, integrity, worship, and obedience.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Acknowledgments

[image: ]




I return all glory and honor to Almighty God, who has been my source of wisdom, strength, grace, and inspiration throughout the writing of this book. His faithfulness has sustained both the message and the messenger.

I am deeply grateful to all those who, in one way or another, contributed to the making of this work. I thank the servants of God, teachers of His Word, fellow believers, and ministry companions whose insights, prayers, encouragement, and example of faithful stewardship enriched my understanding of this subject.

My gratitude also goes to the Church of Jesus Christ across the world. The Church’s enduring call to worship, integrity, obedience, and stewardship has kept this message both relevant and urgent. It is my prayer that this book will help strengthen believers in biblical truth and encourage faithful service to God.

I also sincerely appreciate all who stood with me through prayer, support, counsel, and fellowship. Your encouragement has been of great value.

May this work serve the glory of God, the strengthening of His Church, and the advancement of truth, integrity, and faithful stewardship.

George K. Njenga

[image: ]



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​Table of Contents

[image: ]




Scripture Version Note  

Dedication   

Acknowledgments 

Preface   

Introduction: Why Tithing Matters Today 



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Part I: Foundations

[image: ]




Chapter 1: The Altar and Lordship First  

Chapter 2: God the Owner, Man the Steward  

Chapter 3: Tithing in the Old Testament  

Chapter 4: Tithing and Grace in Christ  

Chapter 5: Tithing as an Act of Worship  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Part II: Stewardship and Spiritual Warfare

[image: ]




Chapter 6: Spiritual Warfare and Allegiance   

Chapter 7: Malachi Three and Robbing God  

Chapter 8: Is Tithing Required Today?  

Chapter 9: Christ First Before Substance  



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Part III: Church, Discernment, and Practice

[image: ]




Chapter 10: Teaching Stewardship in the Church  

Chapter 11: Discernment and Healthy Stewardship 

Chapter 12: Candid Questions About Tithing  

Chapter 13: Faithful Giving in Real Life   

Chapter 14: Integrity, Worship, and Obedience  

Please Leave a Review

If this book has helped you grow in understanding, stewardship, or spiritual life, kindly take a moment to leave a review on Amazon.
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Tithing, stewardship, and spiritual warfare are closely connected in the life of every believer. Yet these themes are often misunderstood or treated separately, creating confusion in both teaching and practice. Scripture shows that how we honor God with what He has entrusted to us is not merely a financial matter, but a spiritual one that touches worship, integrity, and obedience.

This book was written to bring biblical clarity to these important truths. Its purpose is not to place believers under pressure, but to restore understanding. It presents tithing as an act of worship, stewardship as faithful accountability before God, and spiritual warfare as a reality that includes daily obedience and surrender to His will.

Drawing from Scripture as the primary authority, this book seeks to guide readers toward a Christ-centered understanding of giving, faithful living, and spiritual vigilance. The chapters that follow explore foundational principles, practical application, and the spiritual significance of honoring God with both life and resources.

It is my prayer that this book will strengthen believers, encourage integrity in the Church, and call readers to deeper worship and obedience before God.
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Tithing still matters because stewardship still matters, worship still matters, and the condition of the human heart before God still matters. In every generation, believers must decide whether God will truly be honored as Lord over every part of life, including time, possessions, priorities, and the use of resources entrusted to them. That is why the subject of tithing cannot be dismissed as a minor church issue. It touches obedience, gratitude, sacrifice, trust, and the practical outworking of discipleship.

Yet few subjects in Christian life provoke as much confusion and debate as tithing. For some believers, it is a clear act of worship and a faithful expression of obedience to God. For others, it has become a difficult subject, weighed down by fear, pressure, unanswered questions, and conflicting teaching. Some have been told that tithing is a binding obligation for every Christian in exactly the same way it functioned in biblical Israel. Others have been taught that it belongs entirely to the Old Testament and has no meaningful place in New Testament discipleship. Many sincere Christians stand somewhere in between. They want to honor God, but they are not always sure how to think carefully, biblically, and faithfully about the matter.

That tension is one of the reasons this book was written.

This book begins with the conviction that giving is never only about money. It is about worship. It is about lordship. It is about what sits on the altar of the believer’s life. Where God is truly enthroned, stewardship becomes part of devotion. Where the heart is surrendered, giving is no longer treated as an interruption to faith, but as one of its fruits. In that sense, tithing matters because it raises a deeper question: Does God only receive our words, or does He also receive our trust, our obedience, and the first claim over what He has enabled us to receive?

At the same time, this book also recognizes that the subject has often been mishandled. In some places, stewardship teaching has become manipulative, transactional, or fear-driven. In other places, the subject is avoided altogether, as if any serious teaching about giving must automatically lead to abuse. Neither extreme serves the church well. Believers deserve teaching that is both spiritually serious and biblically responsible. They need more than pressure. They need clarity. They need to know what Scripture clearly teaches, what requires careful interpretation, and where sincere Christians have differed in their conclusions.

That is why tithing still matters today. It matters because the church still needs integrity in stewardship. It matters because believers still need discernment in an age of spiritual confusion. It matters because the struggle between worship and idolatry is still real. Scripture repeatedly shows that what people do with what God places in their hands reveals much about the state of their hearts. Greed, fear, pride, self-rule, and misplaced security are never merely financial issues. They are spiritual issues. For that reason, stewardship belongs within the larger conversation of discipleship and spiritual warfare.

The phrase spiritual warfare in this book is therefore used carefully. It is not meant to suggest that every hardship in life can be traced to one cause, nor is it meant to reduce giving to a formula for financial protection or material increase. Rather, it is meant to acknowledge that the Christian life involves a real struggle over allegiance, obedience, discernment, truth, and surrender. In that struggle, stewardship is not neutral. The enemy is never threatened by empty religious language, but he is threatened when believers live in truth, worship God sincerely, and bring their whole lives under the rule of Christ.

This book is also written because real questions continue to trouble ordinary believers. What is the difference between a tithe and an offering? Is tithing still a command for Christians today? How should Malachi 3 be understood? Should believers give on gross income or net income? What about people who are in debt, unemployed, or under severe financial strain? Can stewardship be taught in a way that builds faith without using guilt or manipulation? These are not small questions. They are real pastoral questions, and they deserve honest answers.

The aim of this book is not to weaken conviction, but to ground conviction in truth. It seeks to call believers to serious stewardship without careless overstatement. It seeks to defend worship without turning giving into legalism. It seeks to speak about obedience without losing sight of grace. It seeks to handle spiritual warfare in a way that is biblically rooted, pastorally sober, and free from sensational claims. Above all, it seeks to bring the reader back to a Christ-centered understanding of stewardship in which giving flows from worship, gratitude, and surrender to God.

Although many of the reflections in this book arise from ministry experience in African church settings, the message is not limited to one region. The questions surrounding tithing are global questions. Across nations, denominations, and Christian traditions, believers continue to wrestle with law and grace, worship and duty, generosity and obligation, stewardship and trust. For that reason, this book is written for a global readership while remaining accessible and meaningful to African Christian audiences as well.

Why, then, does tithing still matter?


	It matters because God still calls His people to faithfulness.

	It matters because worship still demands sincerity.

	It matters because the church still needs integrity.

	It matters because believers still need discernment.



And it matters because everything placed on the altar reveals who truly reigns in the heart.

My prayer is that this book will help readers think more clearly, worship more deeply, give more faithfully, and walk more uprightly before God. If it accomplishes that, then it will have served its purpose.
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Before the believer ever speaks about tithing, offerings, or stewardship, a deeper question must be faced: Who truly holds first place in the heart? That is where this book must begin. The issue is not money first. It is worship. It is lordship. It is the altar of the inner life.

Throughout Scripture, the altar is more than a physical structure. It represents approach to God, surrender before God, and acknowledgement that He alone is worthy of devotion. In the Old Testament, the altar was the place of sacrifice, consecration, covenant remembrance, and worship. It was where the worshiper publicly declared that God was worthy to be honored above all else. Though the coming of Christ fulfilled the sacrificial system, the spiritual principle remains. God still calls His people to a life laid before Him in surrender and obedience (Romans 12:1).

That is why the discussion of stewardship must begin at the altar.

Many believers struggle with stewardship because they begin at the wrong point. They begin with percentages before surrender, duty before devotion, and external giving before inward worship. But biblical stewardship does not begin in the hand. It begins in the heart. Before God asks what is in your hand, He asks who sits on the throne of your life.

The Altar Reveals What We Honor

The altar always reveals what has first place.

In every age, human beings are shaped by what they worship. What receives first place in the heart will eventually direct choices, priorities, sacrifices, and loyalties. Jesus taught this with great clarity when He said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). Treasure and heart are not separate. What a person values most will eventually show itself in the use of time, affection, trust, strength, and resources.

That is why stewardship is never merely administrative. It is worshipful. It reveals what we believe about God, about ourselves, and about the source of our security.

If God is truly first, then our possessions are no longer treated as self-owned absolutes. They are seen as trusts. If God is truly first, then obedience does not end at prayer, song, or confession. It reaches into spending, planning, giving, serving, and the ordering of daily life. But if God is not first, even religious activity can become a disguise. A person may attend church faithfully, speak spiritual language, and yet inwardly resist God’s rule in the practical areas of life.

The altar exposes such contradictions.

A damaged altar may still look active outwardly, but inwardly something is wrong. Worship may continue while trust is misplaced. Songs may be sung while greed is protected. Public religion may be maintained while private surrender is withheld. This is why the issue of first place is serious. God does not compete for space in human life. He calls for lordship.

Lordship Is the True Foundation of Stewardship

Stewardship only makes sense where lordship is settled.

If Christ is merely admired, stewardship will remain optional. If Christ is treated only as a helper, stewardship will feel burdensome. But when Christ is received as Lord, everything changes. The believer begins to understand that nothing is truly self-owned. Life itself is received from God. Strength is received from God. Ability is received from God. Opportunity is received from God. Increase is received from God. The language of stewardship becomes possible only when the reality of lordship is embraced.

This is why Jesus spoke so strongly about divided allegiance. “No one can serve two masters... You cannot serve both God and money” (Matthew 6:24). He did not say that money was evil in itself. He said it could become a master. And once something becomes a master, it begins to shape identity, choices, fears, and hopes. That is where the battle becomes spiritual.

The issue is not simply whether a believer possesses money. The issue is whether money possesses the believer.

Lordship answers that question.

When Christ is Lord, the believer no longer asks only, “What am I allowed to keep?” but also, “How can I honor God with what belongs to Him?” The center shifts. Stewardship stops being a reluctant religious calculation and becomes an expression of discipleship.

Spiritual Warfare is Also a Battle of Allegiance

Many Christians think of spiritual warfare only in dramatic terms. They think of deliverance, oppression, visible attack, or moments of intense confrontation. Scripture certainly does not deny that spiritual conflict is real. Yet spiritual warfare is also fought in quieter places. It is fought where loyalties are tested, where idols compete, where fears speak loudly, and where obedience becomes costly.

In that sense, the battle over first place is one of the deepest arenas of spiritual warfare.

The enemy does not only work through open wickedness. He also works through deception, distraction, compromise, false security, pride, greed, and fear. He is content when believers keep the language of worship but surrender the structure of their lives to another master. He is content when people profess faith in God yet trust money more deeply than they trust the Lord. He is content when churches talk about revival while adopting manipulative ways of handling stewardship.

This is why the altar is a battleground.

If the altar is corrupted, worship is distorted. If worship is distorted, obedience weakens. If obedience weakens, compromise spreads. The war is not merely about what believers say with their mouths. It is about what governs their hearts.

When a believer says, “Lord, You must be first,” a spiritual line is drawn. When that confession becomes visible in practical obedience, something powerful happens. The rule of self is challenged. The hold of greed is weakened. Fear loses some of its voice. The illusion of independence is exposed. In that sense, stewardship belongs to spiritual warfare because it touches the struggle over trust, surrender, and worship.

The Problem of Rival Altars

Every generation faces the danger of rival altars.

A rival altar is anything that begins to occupy the place that belongs to God alone. It may not appear openly religious. It may look respectable, practical, or necessary. But once it demands the highest trust, deepest loyalty, or unquestioned priority, it becomes an altar of the heart.

For some, that altar is money. For others, it is status, comfort, family reputation, control, ambition, fear of lack, or the need for visible security. These things may not seem dramatic, but they become spiritually dangerous when they dethrone God in practice.

This is why idolatry in Scripture is deeper than carved images. Idolatry happens whenever something created takes the place reserved for the Creator. It happens when gifts are trusted more than the Giver. It happens when provision is loved more than obedience. It happens when preservation of self-matters more than surrender to God.

Tithing and stewardship matter because they expose rival altars.

When God asks for the first and best, He is not enriching Himself. He is revealing the heart. He is uncovering what we cling to most tightly. He is showing whether our worship is real or only verbal. The battle for first place is therefore not theoretical. It becomes visible in the way believers respond to God when obedience costs something.

Christ is the Center of the Altar

No Christian understanding of the altar can stop with Old Testament imagery alone. It must come to Christ.

In the Old Testament, the altar pointed to sacrifice, mediation, atonement, and an approach to God. In the fullness of time, Christ fulfilled what those altars anticipated. He is the perfect sacrifice and the perfect High Priest (Hebrews 9:11–14; 10:10–14). Because of Him, believers do not return to the old sacrificial system. Yet the call to consecration remains. We are now called to present ourselves to God as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1).
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