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Could you write a science fiction story based on your real life? Would you be the hero, or a robot scientist, or maybe the plucky gal? The assignment at Digital Humanities Summer Institute 2024 was to write a science fiction story using elements from Course #42 Pedagogy of the Digitally Oppressed: Anti-Colonial DH Critiques & Praxis. "Sanitizer" is the result. There are no heroes in housekeeping, and we never get to see the robot scientists, but maybe a plucky gal can get the job done.
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Vibrations from the UV sanitizer ran up my arms and made the fillings in my teeth vibrate. I wasn’t getting the hang of this machine yet. I’d have to ask Jace to show me again. The sanitizer was supposed to be intuitive to operate, and have no negative effects at all on the human body while being very effective at killing 99.2% of germs on the floor. Well, vibrating fillings was a pretty negative effect in my teeth. And I wondered what that remaining 0.8% of germs would be doing all night on the research lab floors, or the hallways in the dorms. Anything that could survive a blast of ultraviolet light must be pretty tough.
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