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            I have read every word of this book with care and appreciation. While doing the typesetting and page layout, I have been able to reread large sections and have thanked God for the clarity of this very important teaching on the Holy Spirit.The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit is a truth of utmost importance to believers. It must be a special target of the evil spirit, the devil and Satan, because apart from the Person and Work of Christ, no teaching in the Bible has been the subject of more attacks.Brother Portman has carefully interpreted the many Bible passages bearing on this subject and has taken special care to use the Word of Truth correctly in his teaching on the work of the Spirit in inspiration, conviction of sin, baptism and the sealing of the Spirit. He has also successfully corrected much of the erroneous teaching regarding the filling and gifts of the Spirit. The activities of this divine Person of the Trinity in the believers and in the assembly meeting have been included.It is our prayer that God will be glorified and that the saints will be greatly helped as this excellent work is placed in the hands of believers young and old. It has been a privilege to work with Brother Portman in the publication of this book.
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INTRODUCTION
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In writing this book, it has been my exercise to try to help young believers in their questions about the Holy Spirit. I am sure there are many who, like me as a young man, have many questions and misunderstandings about the truth of this blessed Person. We find that every child of God has a genuine interest in learning more about spiritual truth, especially that which has to do with the Holy Spirit. It is for this purpose that this book has been written.

I have tried to avoid writing a book full of technical material that would be difficult for younger believers to understand. I have not tried to be "theological" in my approach. I hope that the book is aiming at the heart as well as the head. It is pointing in this direction so that reading it there may be as a result an increase in our devotional appreciation of His person and work.

In my exercise of writing this book, it seemed to me that there were no books dealing directly with the work of the Holy Spirit with respect to the local assembly that available to believers today. This unfortunate deficiency seemed to be detrimental, and would deprive believers of any help they could get. We have many books that teach about the Holy Spirit in a child of God as an individual and that is important. However, the work of the Holy Spirit in the local assembly is also very important, and we should not miss this aspect of His work. Of course, only those who appreciate the truth of the local assembly in the Word of God would appreciate this aspect of His work. If we miss this, we run the risk of becoming like those who form their religious organization according to what seems best to them, possibly by mutual agreement or by majority, without taking into account what the Word of God teaches or what the Spirit produces. The Holy Spirit, according to Scripture, produces only one congregation. That congregation is the local assembly of the Saints, gathered only to the Lord Jesus. All else must be rejected. If one comes to see this principle, it will produce a deep appreciation for the importance and scope of His work. It also makes a believer appreciate more fully the local assembly He has planted. However, it is also true that the congregation that the Holy Spirit plants must be maintained by His work through spiritual men and women. Therefore, we must learn what He is doing, what our place is in that work and how to depend on Him to carry it out through us.

It is my hope that this brief book will serve that purpose and be of some help to the saints of the assemblies of God in these days. May God use it to preserve us and to give a fresh appreciation of the powerful and valuable work of this Divine Person, the Holy Spirit.

It is appropriate that we acknowledge the helpful comments, encouragement and contributions of other brothers in this work. Early in its composition, I was encouraged by the review given to it by Mr. Jim McColl of Australia and by his helpful and interesting comments regarding the material in it. I am deeply grateful for the comments of this brother whom I hold in high esteem. Then there were others who willingly gave of their limited time to review and critique the manuscript including Mr. Alex Joyce of Stark Road Assembly in Livonia, Michigan, a brother whose spiritual insight is appreciated by all of us.

Special mention should be made of a dear brother to whom I owe much. Brother Mark Walvatne, whom the Lord recently took home to heaven at a relatively young age (February 1996), was willing to read the paper and give me his thoughts about it. For many years, I have counted Mark as a valued friend and brother in the Lord with mutual concerns and spiritual exercises that are as much an example to me now as he was in the past. I feel I owe Mark an immense debt of appreciation, and even now I am sorry for the loss of this brother over many. He gave me much help and encouragement in this project, and I want to express my special thanks for his contribution to its realization.

I now express special thanks to Brother Norman Crawford for his valuable help, encouragement and work with which he has contributed in some small way in the little time he has available. Without the help of men like these, one would doubt that this book in its present form would have become a reality.

I trust that the reading of this book will in some way enlighten our understanding concerning the Person of the Holy Spirit, so that the end result will be that our Lord Jesus will receive from His beloved people more of the glory that is due His name.
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CHAPTER 1

WHY STUDY ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT?
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The purpose of this book is to present only a brief survey of the of  the  truths  about  the  Spirit  Spirit. We hope that through consideration of this subject, all of us can have a deeper appreciation of the importance of this subject and a greater ability to understand our relationship with the Holy Spirit of God. We believe it is vital, today, to our spiritual progress. There are many topics that you could study from God's Word that would be beneficial to you. Every subject in the divine Scriptures is very important. Probably none is more important than others. This subject is as important to your spiritual well-being as any other, and an understanding of the Person and work of the Holy Spirit will benefit your life as a Christian.

If you are like some for whom the Holy Spirit is a theoretical, distant, unnoticed and misunderstood doctrine that you may have read about in the Bible, this subject may have little interest. I don't think this could be true for any genuine Christian! We are sure that every true child of God has an innate interest in divine things and desires to know more of God's truths. However, it may be that you have never considered the importance of the Holy Spirit in the realm of God's purposes and work toward man, today as  the past. Trying to think about the Holy Spirit in  of what the Bible says about Him may be foreign to you. I hope not, although I am sure it is possible. It seems to be difficult for the human mind to grasp truths concerning things that are not physically seen or held.
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THEOLOGY: THE STUDY OF GOD
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No subject of study could be of greater value or greater importance than the study of God. The human soul and spirit of a believer in Christ has received life through the work of Christ, Who has led us to enjoy infinite spiritual blessings. As a result, that awakened spirit rises with the deepest appreciation and longing for God, desiring a fuller and deeper knowledge of Him (Ps. 42:1-2, Phil. 3:8-10). A sign of spiritual life is the ability, as well as the desire, to know God and enjoy communion with Him. This is logical, since it will be our constant occupation in heaven along with every true believer. As a result, this should be our fervent desire while on earth. God is indeed preparing His people just now for their final place and for what we will enjoy eternally in His own presence. One part (and possibly the greatest) of that preparation is a growing knowledge of Himself as He reveals to every believer precious truths about Himself (Luke 24:27, Ephesians 1:17-19).

The Lord Jesus, in His High Priestly prayer of John 17, gives the essence of eternal life in verse three. Knowing the true God and His Son, Jesus Christ, is the characteristic of that life. That work and purpose begins at conversion and continues into eternity where the saints will be continually learning of God. True spiritual life longs to know its Giver and responds positively to all truth about God (1 Peter 2:1-3,7). God brought Abraham, the great prototype of believers, out of spiritual darkness to know His God and to enjoy fellowship with Him (Acts 7:1-3). Spiritual development and maturity are marked by a knowledge of God that is more than intellectual, for it is of the spirit.

Since this is true, and since the Holy Spirit is God, then we can see that any growth in the knowledge of God must include an understanding and deep appreciation of God's Holy Spirit. It is our hope that this brief study will serve that end in some way. Such a brief study as this can hardly be complete. However, perhaps it will result in some readers being moved to a greater appreciation of its truth and stimulate a deeper study of it.

Zophar expresses our limitation in these things in a passage in Job 11:7: "Canst thou discover the secrets of God, canst thou attain unto the perfection of the Almighty?" However, Prov. 9:10 balances that question "...the knowledge of the Most Holy is understanding." Our limitation is that God cannot be known by man in a perfect way or degree. How can those who are finite come to a complete understanding of the infinite? How can one with natural intelligence understand that which is spiritual and eternal? How are we to know God? It is only when He has revealed Himself through His Word, and that knowledge itself is only understood by work of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 2:10-11). It is He who reveals God to the inquiring, spiritual mind John 16:). In our study of God and desire to know Him, we must depend on the truth that the Holy Spirit has given us along with His revelatory teaching ministry to bring that truth to our hearts. Even with such resources at our disposal, we recognize that our understanding of God is very limited. We only desire to know Him better. Moreover, God's desire for His own is that they should know Him and be able to enjoy intelligent communion with Him. That communion between God and man was damaged when man sinned in the garden. It has been spiritually restored to all who are partakers of the Divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). Thus the believer can experience the joy and privilege that Enoch had (Gen. 5:24) when he sought to walk with God.
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PRACTICAL RESULTS
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Is this study practical? The question itself seems to reveal too weak an understanding of the truth about God to point out that it does not have the most practical and profound results in our lives. No study will more completely change lives, affect purpose, direct service or motivate the Christian life than the study of the Holy Spirit. Understanding who He is, what His purpose is, and what work He is doing today will bring us closer to God's will for His people. God's work toward men, and in particular, toward the development of the spiritual life in the believer, is being done through the Holy Spirit of God. The expression of Christ that He desires to see in each of us is the result of an unhindered work of the Spirit. Understanding this, along with what the Bible teaches about His way of working and His purpose, is invaluable to the development of our lives to the honor of Christ.

Our desire to know the truth about the Holy Spirit also comes from realizing that this is the time of God's purposes in which the Holy Spirit is doing a special work. This work can be illustrated by the mission assigned to Abraham's servant in Genesis 24, which describes the Holy Spirit. He is bringing out of the nations a Bride, the Church. He is now bringing her this wilderness scene until that time when she will be united with her heavenly Bridegroom. Along the way, He is opening her understanding to an appreciation of the riches of the One she is soon to meet. How our hearts, like hers on that day, vibrate for our Guide to reveal to us the wonders and glories of our matchless Lord to whom we will soon be taken to be with Him and to rejoice eternally!

Consider the book of Acts. We see that it is not the record of the Acts of the apostles, as it is titled. Rather, it records the Acts of the Holy Spirit through these men. God's marvelous work in bringing about every aspect of His purposes through Christ is evident; repeatedly we are confronted with the work of the Holy Spirit. Looking back, from our perspective, it seems that Acts is an unfinished book and that the work of the Holy Spirit continues; that the work must and will continue until God's purposes for the church have been concluded. This particular form of God's work could rightly be called the Dispensation of the Holy Spirit, because it is unique in the course of man's history.

We also need to study and understand the teaching concerning the Holy Spirit because of the erroneous teaching of our . It would seem that a lack of proper understanding of the Holy Spirit is partially responsible for the confusion and bad teaching that prevails about Him in this . A clear appreciation of WHO HE IS and WHAT HE IS DOING at any given moment will help to preserve us. We can be led astray by wrong doctrine and practices propagated by those who do not appreciate the different ways God works through the Word of God. Especially many that are embraced by so-called "charismatics" or "Pentecostals". Their teaching that the conditions marking the early days of the Church's witness were destined to continue in our day has led some in the wrong direction regarding the Holy Spirit. Because of this view, they still emphasize speaking in tongues, special healings of the body and other particular sign gifts.

These dear people are unable to discern the misuse of terms and incorrect assumptions involved in this vision. They have not been clearly taught why these gifts were given and what they accomplished. This is not to say that the Spirit of God is not sovereign, nor that we dictate what God will do or how God will work at any given time. Rather, we must properly discern and understand the revealed truth of God that has to do with these distinctions. Using God's Word well must be our objective and exercise before God (2 Timothy 2:15).

At the other extreme, there are those who do not appreciate the importance of the Holy Spirit in all areas of the believer's life and witness for God. They do not seem to realize that spiritual life and spiritual work spiritual power (Acts 1:8). That power comes only from the Spirit of God, and is only understood by those who maintain the conditions under which the Holy Spirit works. Everything seems to indicate that some Christians move carelessly through their lives without any awareness of this need or of this Person.

They seem to be insensitive to His purposes or promptings; they do not realize that God intends for them to be controlled and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Ignoring our complete dependence on the Spirit for every resource and ability necessary for spiritual activity results in self-sufficiency with resultant failure. If we hope to express any spiritual development or fruit for God we must cultivate a receptive condition and attitude toward His presence and work in our lives. If we would only be more aware of His gracious prompting, His powerful work and our constant need for His complete work in our lives, we would be more useful and effective in the things of God.

It is said that in Scotland, in the early days of Duncan Matheson, a minister was questioning a woman who was noted for her qualities of sincerity and zeal. She was asked, "How many persons are there in the Godhead?" They were astonished at her answer, "There are two persons in the Godhead, the Father and the Son." She was asked the same question again, and again gave the same answer. The preacher criticized her for her great ignorance in spiritual matters and accused her of hypocritical pretension in that she did not know the fundamental truths of the faith. He said: "Don't you know that there are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit?" "Sir," replied the woman: "I know well that the catechism says so. But whom am I to believe, the catechism or you? We hear you name the Father, and , but not very often you mention the Son; but have we heard you speak about the Holy Spirit? In fact, sir, you never told us anything about the Holy Spirit, nor that we need His grace".

We trust that there are none reading this study who hold views such as those expressed that day by this preacher! We need, and must have, those who have been exercised about this truth.

So, with these few words to encourage us in this , I hope every reader will carefully examine the truths so faintly expressed, comparing all that is written with the Divine Standard, the Word of God.
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CHAPTER 2

THE DEITY AND PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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No sacred doctrine is sacred to natural men! There is probably no doctrine relating to God that has not been attacked or against which attempts have not been made to undermine it at some point. This constant conflict indicates the habitual hatred which the prince of darkness has for that which is light. Teachings and ideas have been raised and perpetuated, from all sides, which contradict the Deity and the personality of the members of the Trinity. This shows us that behind these efforts the purpose of the devil is to affect the minds of men in order to contradict and supplant the clear truth concerning God. That work began in the Garden of Eden by questioning and expressing doubt of God and His Word (Genesis 3:1-2). He continues today with the same effort and pattern with varying degrees of success.

This opposition is directed toward every Person of the Trinity and toward the Holy Spirit no less. Many false ideas have arisen from different sources to attack many different aspects of the truth concerning the Holy Spirit. The most harmful teachings are of two types: those that seek to rob the Holy Spirit of His true Deity, to make Him less than God, and those that take away the reality of His true Personality. That is, according to these teachings, He is not really God and is not really a Person; rather, He is said to be an influence or "breath" of God. Corrupting the truth of God can be far worse than outright denial. Corruption involves a mixture of truth with error which has often been the direction taken by these; the result is that it is even more important to have an understanding of the truth revealed in the Bible.

We need not mention the names of groups involved over the centuries. It is very likely that more attempts have been made to attack the Personality of the Holy Spirit than His deity. However, it must be made clear that both truths are important. To teach otherwise is to attack the truth of the Trinity itself, the clear teaching of the Word of God and the genuine existence of the Holy Spirit.
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THE DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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The Deity of the Holy Spirit can be affirmed in different ways. The best way to do this is to examine the names He bears, the attributes He displays and the works in which He participates. We will study these in that order.
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NAMES OF THE DEITY
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A consideration of the Names and titles of the Holy Spirit immediately leads us to understand the place He occupies in the Godhead. A Name in scripture is more than just a label used to identify a person. The name is an expression of some truth concerning that person. The names of the Holy Spirit reveal His true character, just as the names given by God to men expressed truths about them. Note carefully some of the names and titles given to the Spirit of God.

Spirit of God Gen. 1:2, Matt. 3:16

Spirit of the Living God 2 Corinthians 3:3

Spirit of the Lord Luke 4:18,

Spirit of our God 1 Cor. 6:11

Spirit of Jehovah Judg. 3:10, Isa. 11:2, 40:13, (and many others)

Spirit of the Lord Jehovah Isa. 61: 1 Spirit of your Father Matt. 10:20 Spirit of Jesus Christ  Phil. 1:19

Spirit of Christ Rom. 8:9, 1 Pet. 1:11

Spirit of Jesus Acts 16:7 (KJV)

Spirit of His Son Gal. 4:6

My Spirit Gen. 6:3

Holy Spirit (numerous references) Holy Spirit of promise  Eph. 1:13

Holy Spirit of God Eph. 4:30

Eternal Spirit Heb. 9:14

The names and titles of this blessed Person are many and wonderful. None of His names can be separated from any expression of Deity. All the names manifest some aspect of His position as God, His relationship to the Godhead, or of His functions and perfections in connection with the accomplishment of God's purposes.

Someone has said that there are 84 references to the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, but possibly there are more that. These various references throughout Scripture emphasize to us the importance that God attributes to the Holy Spirit.

It is noteworthy that when the (singular) Name of God is used (as in Matt. 28:19) this threefold name includes the Holy Spirit. , He receives full recognition with equal position and honor as the Father and the Son. Plurality and equality in the Godhead are emphatically taught even from the beginning of the Scriptures. In the Old Testament this truth is not so clearly expressed as in the New. This is an example of the progress of Divine revelation in the Word of God. Not all was revealed in the beginning. Some of the truth was revealed and as God continued to speak to men more detail was given. As a result of this equality expressed in the Godhead, wherever the Gospel is preached and souls are saved, new believers are identified with that name of God in which the Holy Spirit fully participates.
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ATTRIBUTES OF THE DEITY
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Attributes are those characteristics or qualities that express something about a Person by means of which others can know something about Him. God has revealed to men through attributes that allow us to know who He is and what He is like. To demonstrate that the Holy Spirit possesses the attributes of deity is to demonstrate that He is truly God.

The  main attributes of God are those characteristics that are unique to Himself, which no other possesses. We can say that these are: that He is Eternal, of uncreated existence, Omniscient (of unlimited and total knowledge of all things without having learned them), Omnipotent (of unlimited power and with the ability to accomplish all that is His will), and Omnipresent (unlimited presence in order to be in all places and times at the same moment). There are other attributes that can be considered such as absolute Holiness and Impeccability (perhaps not truly attributes but essential aspects of the Divine Nature).  essential aspects of the Divine Nature). We will study those that highlight the Deity of the Holy Spirit.

Hebrew 9:14 makes clear His eternity. "... Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God...". In this verse we find all three Persons of the Trinity participating in the great sacrificial work of our Savior. All three are important and essential, but the point here is that the Spirit is said to eternal, an attribute that is equally true of both the Father and the Son. As far as one could reach back in thought, and then further back to an originless existence, we find God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. If we could project our thoughts into the future, there we would find the same, God continuing in His eternal existence, unending, unchangeable in His dignity. He is God in eternal character and the Holy Spirit fully shares those attributes.

Considering His omniscience, Scripture makes it clear that He possesses all knowledge. This knowledge is seen in the diverse ways of teaching that He gives. It is seen in the deep things of God that He would reveal to men through His chosen instruments (1 Cor. 2:11-12). We can also discern His omniscience in the truths given concerning God, for the Spirit is the great Teacher sent to earth after the ascension of the Lord Jesus to comfort and encourage His own (John 14:26, 16:13-14). This knowledge is also seen in the septiform Spirit of Jehovah who rested on the One who was the Scion of the Root of David (Isa. 11:2). Only One who was God could fully reveal the great truths of God to His people, for He is able to search "even the depths of God" [1 Cor. 2:10]. He alone could communicate to the hearts of His saints "all things" which our risen Lord proposed to impart to our souls. He knows all things, not only the things of God, but also the hearts and minds of men. He searches the hearts, reveals the thoughts and brings out the inner being in the light of the Word of God. We read in Romans 8:26, that he intercedes for the saints according to the will of God (literally, according to God).

He is Omnipotent in His unlimited power, as He works to carry out God's purposes. First we find the Spirit of God in connection with creation (Genesis 1:2) as the first Person of the Godhead personally named. There he is found moving upon the face of the waters to initiate God's great work forming the world. In Job 33:4, Elihu attributes his life and breath to the Spirit of God. In 1 Pet. 3:18, the inspired writer makes clear the important participation of the Holy Spirit in the resurrection of Christ. He has power to bring conviction to souls and to quicken the spiritually dead (John 3:5-6). He empowers the saints in their service and accomplishes in each saint what is God' will for our blessing and need. The Lord Jesus declared in Matt. 12:28 that He cast out demons by the Spirit of God, just as in Luke 11:20 He declared that it was by the finger of God that these works were performed. These simple statements should not be overlooked.

Omnipresence marks the Spirit of God. One Scripture should suffice: Ps. 139:7-10 the psalmist considers the greatness of God. In vv. 1-6 he is overwhelmed by God's omniscience, for God knows everything about him and every move of his life. In vv. 13-16 he marvels at God's omnipotence because God formed him. But in vv. 7-10 he acknowledges God's omnipresence, emphasizing here that it is from God's Spirit that he cannot flee. No matter where he may go on earth or in the invisible spheres, he knows he will find the Spirit there, inescapable in every way. He has the attribute of God that He is always present everywhere, without limit of time or space.

We also see the omnipresence of the Holy Spirit because 1 Cor. 6:19 clearly states that the believer's body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. This is the permanent condition of every child of God, because He is at home and indwelling in every believer. To do so, He must be able to be in every believer at the same time. Furthermore, the local assembly is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16), and since this is the case for every assembly everywhere in the world, the Holy Spirit possesses omnipresence.

It is evident that the Spirit of God is holy and perfectly sinless. "Holy Spirit" is His title in most of the references we have, and thus we are reminded that this is one of His personal qualities. This would be more than an attribute, for it is an intrinsic part of His nature. He possesses a perfect hatred of all forms of sin with an intolerance of evil. He has an infinite desire to set the believer apart for God from all evil and all that is contrary to God (Gal. 5:17, James 4:5). In this sense He possesses all the qualities of the Godhead, "for God cannot be tempted by evil" (James 1:13). As God is holy and cannot look upon sin and evil, (Hab. 1:13), so the Holy Spirit is opposed to all sin. He is Holy in His character and Person, Holy in His work and Holy in His aim and purpose. In this perfect and intrinsic holiness we see an expression of His essence that transcends the highest qualities of man and thus shows His true Deity.
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WORKS OF DEITY
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The actions of the Holy Spirit will be considered in more detail later. However, at this point we must show that the Scriptures clearly state that He is involved in every activity in which God is at work, whether past, present or future.

We learn of the work of the Holy Spirit in creation in Gen. 1:2, Ps. 104:30, Job 26:13 and of His wrestling with men in the days of Noah, Gen. 6:3. He inspires Scripture, 2 Peter 1:21 and brought Christ into the world through the incarnation, Luke 1:35. In relation to man today, He is convicting (redeeming) the world, John 16:7-11 and stopping the full development of evil, 2 Thessalonians 2:6-8. He brings spiritual life through the new birth, John 3:5-6. He is the Comforter to the saints, John 14:16 and He intercedes for them, as in Romans 8:26. Finally, He sanctifies or sets apart the believer for God, 2 Thessalonians 2:13, a work that begins even before salvation.

Other activities of the Holy Spirit are vital and will be discussed in a later section. However, these are given at this point so that we can see that He possesses all the attributes that belong to God and therefore is God in all aspects of His Person and work.
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THE PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
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The truth that the Holy Spirit is a genuine person is doubted by many. There are those who speak of the Spirit as an "influence" or even like the Arians of old who spoke of the "exerted energy of God". The error of today's denials by Unitarians, liberals or others who reject His personality is no less serious. We cannot take this error lightly because it impinges upon the truths of the Holy Spirit which are vital and must respected.

The denial of personality is a denial of the real existence of the Holy Spirit which is as serious as the rejection of many other fundamental truths. Therefore, to be biblically correct and to have a full appreciation of the Holy Spirit in our own souls, we must emphasize and defend the truth of His personality; He is a real Person.

What defines personality, and is a body required for one to be a person? Could this be what some think, concluding that since the Holy Spirit does not take bodily form he lacks personality? A brief study will show that the body is not a requirement for personality. Surely the rich man in hell (Luke 16) had all the qualities of personality as Abraham in paradise! He could observe, reason, consider his own state, experience emotions, have a will and express it, as well as complain with Abraham. Scripture also indicates elsewhere that men who leave this world are still persons after the body is in the grave.

If the body does not define personality, then what? Could this be answered using the following criterion? Personality is indicated by the use of the personal pronoun in references made to that individual. In addition, it can be demonstrated by showing that the being spoken of can act and will respond as a genuine person would.
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PERSONAL PRONOUN
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Normally the pronoun used for the Holy Spirit in the original Greek would be neuter since the word for Spirit is neuter (pneúma). Because of this, there are many places in our Bible where the Spirit of God is described as "it". This applies only to English translations where the pronoun 'it' is used and not 'he' which is used in English for a male person], and this is a literal translation of the proper grammatical structure as in Romans 8:16, 26, and in 1 Peter 1: 11 [N. of the T.: According to the reading in the King James Version where 'itself' or 'it' is used]. Because of the use "it" some have concluded that the Holy Spirit is not really a person.

However, in the ministry to his disciples in the upper room, the Lord Jesus always used the masculine pronoun "He" when speaking of the Holy Spirit. Note this in John 14:16-17, 26; 15:26, 16:7-15 [N. of T.: In the King James Version we see the use of the pronouns "He" and "Himself"]. In these passages the Lord Jesus when speaking of the Holy Spirit uses exclusively the masculine personal pronoun and did so at least 20 times. , the use of this form emphasizes to us that the Lord knew and taught His disciples the Personality of the Holy Spirit as the One who would come to them.
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