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The Order of the Shadows Book Series

Book one:

Order of Shadows

Introduction:

What you are about to witness, dear reader, is a work of fiction—though, as with all such tales, fragments of truth lie buried within the darkness...where some truths should stay. Once you step into these pages, there is no turning back. The story before you are steeped in conflict, awash in the full spectrum of human emotion, laced with confusion, and touched by the cold fingers of terror. As you read, you may glimpse familiar faces... perhaps even your own reflection staring back at you. But take heed—should you stray too far; you may find yourself written into the ledger of... The Order of the Shadows.

Enjoy, if you dare.
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Chapter I: Genesis
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In the shadowed heart of 19th-century Europe, a clandestine society of scientists and occult scholar’s toils in secret, forging a living weapon to halt the return of an ancient evil. As the prophecy of the Ancient One’s rise looms ever closer, the Order summons two of its most brilliant—and most dangerous—members: Dr. Henry Malcolm Jekyll and Dr. Victor Alaric Frankenstein. But in the gathering darkness, the line between savior and destroyer begins to fade...

Dr. Henry Jekyll was born into a wealthy London family known for its philanthropy and patronage of universities. His brilliance in medicine emerged young, but his real breakthrough came at 27, during a deadly plague outbreak in the East End. Being the Chief Medical Officer & Biochemical Researcher at the University of London, he found it easy to stand out among others. Henry was even able to develop the radical treatment that saved thousands during the plague—experimenting the cure on himself first to test its safety.

The Order of Shadows, impressed by his medical genius and moral conviction, approached him soon after. He initially declined — until his father revealed their family’s hidden history with the Order: Henrys family had been silent financiers of the Order for generations. Realizing his life’s work could have a greater purpose, Jekyll swore loyalty to the Order.

Dr. Victor Alaric Frankenstein, however, was a little more...radical in his works. Victor was the last surviving member of the once-prestigious Frankenstein family. When he was 19, a fire consumed the family estate during a storm, killing his parents, younger sister, and fiancée.

It was the night he learned the cruelty of fate — and the night his obsession began.

The Order of Shadows had monitored the Frankenstein bloodline for centuries, believing their brilliance in science and engineering could serve the war against the Eternal One. After the fire, Victor’s grief turned to purpose. He was taken in by an Order mentor, who revealed the ancient mission: to build weapons against the coming darkness...

Victors works in advanced galvanism (early bioelectric theory), and his fascination with being the pioneer in anatomical grafting and electrical stimulation of dead tissue gave Victor a unique position with the University of London as well. However, this kind of work always made Henry...uneasy.

Though Victor and Henry both belonged to the Order of the Shadows, neither knew of the other’s allegiance. The Order’s ranks are shrouded in strict compartmentalization—should one member fall or be exposed, they can offer no knowledge of their brethren. Such measures exist to shield the Elders, the Council’s highest authority, and to safeguard the Order itself from those who would see it destroyed. This made everything far more unusual, when both Doctors received a summon from the Order.
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