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        * * *

      

      No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form, including electronic or mechanical, without written permission from the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews.

      This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, businesses, places, events, and incidents are either the products of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental.

      This story is licensed for your personal enjoyment only.

      Thank you for respecting the author’s work.
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      While every effort is made to ensure this story is properly edited, proofed, and formatted, mistakes can still slip through. If you notice anything wrong with this book, the author would be beyond grateful if you alert her via this google form so she can fix the error ASAP.
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      This erotic one-shot novelette gives readers a taste of Mari and Micah’s love story before Black-Hearted Devil’s release on October 3rd, 2025.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ABOUT THIS BOOK

          

        

      

    

    
      Too young.

      

      Too dumb.

      

      Too different.

      

      Micah Kennedy and Mariella Cerulli have heard it all since they fell in love five years ago. But they’re eighteen, celebrating the end of high school, and determined to walk their own path.

      

      Even if that means fighting for what they want, and taking a punch for it afterward.

      

      One night of passion, surrounded by butterflies, flushed with the hubris of first love, will set them on the path to heartbreak.

      

      Toward a disaster eleven years in the making…

      

      
        
        Loving Mari is an 8,000-word erotic one-shot novelette. Short, succinct, and extremely steamy, this erotic one-shot features characters from Bella Faust’s full-length novels.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
        For the readers who remember the first flushes of new love… in all its bloodied and beautiful glory.
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      Music is a major source of inspiration for my stories. If you’d like to listen to the songs that helped form this fast and filthy piece of cliterature, the Loving Mari playlist is available on Spotify.
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            MICAH

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Aged: Eighteen

      

      

      

      The gym smells like sweat and floor polish. Body heat surrounds us. It makes me want to punch the boys and shove the girls away from us. When I inhale to steady myself, I get a whiff of the cheap perfume layered too thick over the girls. It mingles with the too heavy cologne liberally sprayed by their dates.

      It’s hell on my sinuses.

      Especially after my last fight.

      I shouldn’t have let Ronan get one punch in.

      Mari always tells me to end them, but I prefer to make my fights sporting, at least.

      Taking in the gowns that glitter beneath the string lights and the banner that hangs over the empty stage, I bury my nose in Mari’s neck. Soft, sweet-smelling, with an undertone of elegance. She has worn something different tonight. Probably loaned to her by Jenn.

      As much as I like it, I prefer the cheap body spray she usually wears.

      It’s familiar.

      Comforting.

      And I need all the comfort I can find tonight.

      The DJ keeps shouting into his mic like he’s hosting a club, but the speakers crackle and the songs bleed into each other until it’s nothing, but background static dressed up as celebration. The laughter of classmates spikes too loud, too forced. Kids are twirling like they know what they’re doing, but under the surface it smells of nerves, hormones, and desperation.

      It’s familiar to me since I’m labouring under the same struggle.

      Teachers hover at the edges, pretending to supervise, but their eyes are glazed with boredom. Nobody’s watching closely. Nobody except me. I’m always watching. Always measuring the space between Mari and every other set of hands, every stare that lingers too long.

      When Mari is enveloped into her gaggle of girlfriends, I stand against the wall, jacket too tight across my shoulders, and I can feel every set of eyes that slides across me.

      Too tall.

      Too broad.

      Too scary.

      None of their judgements matter.

      Because she’s here... and she’s mine.

      Her friends orbit around her like moths circling light, pulling at her skirt, giggling in her ear, nudging her toward the boys who hover close enough to hope for a chance with her. But Mari doesn’t see them. Doesn’t even notice the eyes dragging over her. Her gaze finds me across the room, unwavering, and something in my chest breaks open.

      I don’t belong here.

      Never have.

      But my girl does.

      She could shine anywhere, fit everywhere. The only reason I’m not tearing my way out of this crowded hell is because she wants me here, because she asked me to come with, because she pleaded with me to stay the entire party.

      Mari moves like she’s the only thing worth watching. The dress she saved for, borrowed jewellery catching the light, her hair loose in soft, dark waves that brush her bare shoulders. Everyone else fades into the surrounding shadows. She doesn’t know it, but she glows. And she doesn’t notice them watching her—only me. That’s the part that undoes me every time. Out of all of them, she looks at me like I’m not a beast. Like I’m something better.
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