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​Introduction

Through the new birth in Jesus Christ,
we have access to God. With this, comes entrance into the Kingdom
of God. Jesus said if we sought first the kingdom of God, and His
righteousness, God would ensure he added the things necessary to
this life.

With this in mind, the Kingdom Growth
Study Series was developed to aid the believer in his or her
pursuit of the Kingdom of God. It is our prayer that the Christian
will grow while seeking after God’s Kingdom.

In this
publication:

We are not only members of the Church,
but also of the Kingdom of God. When Jesus came, He told us that
the Kingdom of God was at hand, upon us, and is coming. If He made
so many references to the Kingdom of God, it is then our
responsibility to learn how to live in the Kingdom of God. It is
the only way we can prosper and live in victory; for the Scriptures
say that our citizenship is in heaven (Philippians
3:20).

In this publication, we will explore
five foundational concepts concerning the Christian life as
citizens of God’s kingdom. In understanding these concepts, one
will live a successful life on the Christian journey.

*****


​​​ Concept 1 - Kingdom
Reconciliation (Adapted from “Out of Egypt into Canaan”)

The Kingdom of God has ordinances that
govern it. There is a way in which those therein should behave
themselves. In the next few chapters, we will discuss Kingdom
Practice. We will examine the appropriate character and conduct of
the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom demands character. The believer
must possess the character of Christ.

It has been the plan of God from the
beginning to have sons and daughters. Through the new birth in
Christ, we are the children of God. Christ came to free us from the
bondage of sin, not only in our flesh, but also in our spirit and
personality. This means our character: How do we handle people? How
do we deal with disappointment? How do we deal with hurts? How do
we deal with life’s problems?

In our best and worst moments, we must
have the character and nature of God in us. We must have Kingdom
Character. In the well-known parable of the Good Samaritan, we find
an example of character and conduct worthy of the Kingdom of God.
When Jesus spoke, it was to instruct us. The story of the Good
Samaritan is more than a Sunday school story; it should be a way of
life for those in the Kingdom.

And Jesus answering said, A certain man
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which
stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving
him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that
way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And
likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on
him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as
he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had
compassion on him, And went to him, and bound up his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought
him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he
departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and
said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more,
when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three,
thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?
And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him,
Go, and do thou likewise. (Luke 10:30-37)

THE GOOD
SAMARITAN

The Samaritan demonstrated character
traits that everyone in the Kingdom of God should have. First, he
showed mercy and love toward his sworn enemy. We sometimes hold to
the Pharisaic way of thinking. We will love those that love us and
hate those that hate us. If someone does not speak to us, we say
that we will not speak to him or her. Our excuse is that you have
to be careful and not get hurt again.

Nevertheless, Jesus said that we are to
be like our Father, which is in heaven. Jesus said that God was
kind to the unthankful and the evil. Even our sworn “enemies”
deserve our kindness. We should consider ourselves when we are
trying to handle someone else’s wrongdoing. Why? We must treat them
as we would want to be treated.

God is the source of the cosmos. All
things exist by His will, volition, and awesome power. When a man
enters into kingdom of God by Christ, he has the backing of all of
heaven. God, in His great power, looks upon man and considers him.
This inspired the Psalmist to ask,

What is man, that thou art mindful of
him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? Psalms 8:4
(KJV)
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