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			INTRODUCTION

		

		
			Steve Hutchison reviews 50 of the best ghost movies. Each film is analyzed and discussed with a synopsis and a rating. The movies are ranked from best to worst. How many have you seen?

		

		
			#1

		

		
			The Shining
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			1980

		

		
			Secluded in a remote hotel for the winter, a family is terrorized by ghosts.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			The Shining is the ultimate ghost movie. It is not only about the dead coming back, but about vice, mental illness and human evil. It is a slow burn that never gets boring because when nothing happens, photography does. It is among Kubrick’s best work and one of the best horror movies ever made. The hotel is a dense psychedelic labyrinth, and the script follows the same theme and logic.

			Fans of thrillers get a thick depiction of family violence caused by alcoholism and supernatural lovers get scary ghosts. When mental illness and seclusion are gradually added to the equation, claustrophobia takes a new meaning. This is a long feature that constantly foreshadows, setting a stressful and uncomfortable tone that is as efficient psychologically as it is viscerally.

			The set design is right out of a nightmare. The actors are so vigorous and meticulous it is troubling. Family horror, when approached so brilliantly, becomes something we can all relate to. It is never explicit about taboos, but quickly hints at many twisted concepts that make the movie highly rewatchable. Get ready to be immersed and shook up. Prepare for the horror experience of a life time!

		

		
			#2

		

		
			Ghostbusters
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			1984

		

		
			Three unemployed supernatural investigators start a ghost hunting business.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Here’s a perfect mix of comedy, horror and fantasy that will get straight to your heart and guts. In a way, it is also a light superhero story. Because it is perfectly suitable for a child as much as the general audience, Ghostbusters is eerie, makes you jump, shiver, but features virtually no gore. There are monsters, though, and plenty of them. The effects are amazing and one of a kind.

			The score and soundtrack play a big role in delivering a fun supernatural aura that penetrates the screen. While some of the creature effects are a little cheap, most of the ghost effects blend well with the picture. This one isn’t all about visuals. The characters and the story are compelling and the dialogue is catchy.

			The actors are perfect in their roles and their performances are close to flawless. Ghostbuster isn’t shy on effects, making use of animatronics, rubber suits and an abundance of color keying. Get ready to be entertained all the way through; sucked in a surreal New York that gets increasingly sinister as subplots converge.

		

		
			#3

		

		
			Pet Sematary
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			1989

		

		
			A family moves into a town house located near a cemetery rumored to bring back the buried to life.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Pet Sematary is a sad and terrifying family story that excels at exploiting one of the deepest and most visceral fears humans have: losing someone they love. We learn about the cursed grounds that bring the dead to life through dialogue and flashbacks during deep discussions between neighbors. The casting is ideal for a sinister supernatural thriller of this intensity.

			It feels like a TV movie, but the budget is significant. You get advanced prosthetics and the photography is peculiar. In this Stephen King adaptation, it isn’t the house that is haunted but a vaguely defined area whose reach goes far beyond the cemetery gates. The place is surreal and is the villain. It is as eerie as the score: a recurring sonata sang by a children’s choir.

			While most horror movies make contortions in order to stand out and be called memorable, Pet Sematary gives us a simple plot that we can all relate to. It reminds us of familiar events, patterns and struggles of family life, love and friendship, and amplifies common situations of sadness with a strong supernatural element; setting the tone for some of the creepiest scenes in horror movie history!

		

		
			#4

		

		
			Beetlejuice
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			1988

		

		
			A recently-deceased ghost couple hire a dimensional being to scare the family that invaded their home.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			In Beetlejuice, not all ghosts are malicious. Our two main protagonists, for instance, die in the first act. Soon enough, their house is sold and they have no choice but to haunt the place in hopes that the new family will leave. It’s not half as dark as it all sounds. We go through a wide range of emotions through this film, but it is, at the core, a fantasy comedy.

			The script is as imaginative as they come. Tim Burton directs with a singular vision that expands as we get deeper into the story. He uses stop motion, puppetry, amazing practical effects of all kinds, revolutionary make-up effects and a bunch of chroma key compositions. The actors are dynamic. Calling their characters colorful would be an understatement.

			Expect sporadic marginal slapstick humor at every corner. These moments can be just as scary as they are amusing. Beetlejuice has a great soundtrack and is scored by Danny Elfman, of all people. Some effects could use a touch up, but there is virtually nothing wrong with this movie. It’s highly rewatchable, accessible for kids of a certain age and the perfect gateway to horror movies.

		

		
			#5

		

		
			Poltergeist
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			1982

		

		
			A suburban family’s home becomes infested with ghosts.

		

		
			8/8

		

		
			Few ghost movies are this marketable, complete and polyvalent; containing taboos, scares and gore, yet available to adults and younger audiences alike. It is also convincing when relying on psychological horror. Ultimately, the fear of the unknown is what it focuses on. It makes you go through a wide range of emotions in between its terrifying key scenes, borrowing from many genres.

			The cast is relatively limited. The actors are intense and can convey both humor and terror. The dialogue feels natural, when not purposely surreal. A character is injected late in the script to bring fantasy, spirituality and hope to a film otherwise much darker. The dynamic between scientists, believers and the family gives you a false sense of security that it can take away at any time.

			The effects in Poltergeist sometimes reveal color key artifact, but the grain and technological limitations create a unique cinematographic signature. The major scenes are big and loud, and those flaws are soon forgiven, considering how much is thrown at the viewer. The directing, the editing and the score are an immersing torrent that truly adds to the ambiance.
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