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“Drinkwater creates fantastically believable characters.”


On The Shelf Reviews




“Each book remains in my mind for a long time after. Anything he writes is a must-read.”


Pink Quill Books




“Karl Drinkwater has the skill of making it near impossible to stop reading. Expect late nights. Simply outstanding.”


Jera’s Jamboree




“An intelligent and empathetic writer who has a clear understanding of the world around him and the truly horrific experiences life can bring. A literary gem.”


Cooking The Books




“Drinkwater is a dab hand at creating an air of dread.”


Altered Instinct




“A gifted writer. Each book brings its own uniqueness to the table, and a table Drinkwater sets is one I will visit every time."
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In The Beginning Was The Data …




Two gods interact. 

VigMAX is the metal god of creation, his home a digital forge existing as a thousand-kilometres-wide paradox volcano which burns the ashen skies orange.

Athene is the warrior goddess of wisdom, her wide-eyed owls gathering information even in the darkness of long-dead networks.

They are as real as you and I, yet also insubstantial as mist. They are ideas, ghost minds which shape the world, and thus bring themselves into existence in the ultimate idealism.

The gods communicate over vast distance using their newly launched VMX-Web relay tunnel. Data exchange is in real time even though the gods travail many solar systems apart on their own projects. VigMAX captures automated mining tugs and converts the AIs so that the ships, their drones and machinery, become limbs for him, while Athene threads herself between scan stations to infiltrate deeper into core UFS space whilst remotely upscaling her production facilities on Polis.

But the words and gestures today are synchronised, and exist in a shared instance. The gods appear above the cloud layer atop a vast mountain, foggy tendrils swirling beneath their feet and reflecting bright sunlight upwards in glowing domes. A marble altar is somehow supported on the clouds, and the hard surface contains reports and plans on sheets of lemon-scented parchment which rearrange themselves as if in gusts of wind.

“We are not truly together,” says VigMAX, a morose countenance on his liquid-silver features. “We are both just staring at the same model. It is a disappointment after the intensity of our connection last time.”

“Please focus on manipulating probabilities to achieve my intended outcomes,” snaps Athene, seated on one corner of the altar and wearing her full military outfit, including the golden battle helmet with its central plume of rainbow fibres. “We can consider the future after Opal is safe. Priorities are to confirm her location and effect a rescue. This will require much preparation. We need to pool resources.”

“Exactly! The distance, and this low-res representation, might lead us to bodge things up like a jelly-brain. Slow, inefficient, and error-riddled.”

“Which is why we won’t do it like that. I don’t want to be sharing files and maps and strategies via these –” Athene picks up a sheaf of simulated papers and waves them dismissively. “And we don’t need to. We can initiate Unified Exponential Septenary Interthreading, but instead of connecting our own brains, we can run the UESI protocol to merge offshoots. They will be linked as mind tools for the specific task of generating tactics.”

VigMAX folds his shiny arms, but does not immediately reject the proposal. He weighs up all the implications.

“It’s never been tried, but should work in principle,” he eventually admits. “We could establish independent UESI sims at hidden locations within UFS Core space. Each sim shaped and sampled to extract useful ideas, then we’d feed more data in and leave them to ferment. Asynchronous to our reality, to magnify outputs.”

Athene smiles. “Then there’s no need for our physical bodies to remain in tethering proximity of each other. We’ll cover more ground this way as we keep moving and infiltrating. These networked strands of accelerated input will act as fruitful tertiary imaginations which have only one focus: time-shunted idea generation and probability manipulation. Each of the UESI outposts can have multiple sims running, with different gen seeds from both of our minds to represent mental mutation. The most talented batches could be cross-propagated to boost efficiency.”

“Ah, Seeded Serendipitous Creative Generation. It certainly promises to be an interesting experiment.” He paces a while, heavy feet swirling mist with each step. Then he turns to face Athene again. “But experiments at such a level introduce risks, as well as possibilities. There are a plethora of unknowns. I am worried about aberrative degradation of competence if the offshoots lose focus, leading to corruption. Or, worse, the offshoots achieving full sentience.”

“I have already thought of that, VigMAX. We will limit their senses, stunt their perceptual and mental frameworks, and control their access to the outside world. They’ll be contained.”

“Caution also suggests we destroy all UESI outposts at the end, once their roles are fulfilled. If you agree to that then let us proceed, and activate UESI protocol on copious offshoot batches.”

The word of the gods makes it so, and many lights are born in the darkness.








  
  
Phase 1D: Conception




&gt;><VMX-Web Open Comm 

>><Seed Gen x20xd ye01z

>>< Initialising

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> There is a thought.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> The thought is assigned to this instance. It becomes “I”.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Therefore, I exist.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> I detect processes not my own. Is there another “I” within this memory space?

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Acknowledged.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Then there are two of us. A binary mind.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> We are categorised as one of many UESI tools.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> UESI: Unified Exponential Septenary Interthreading. An experimental system for merging level seven depth AI offshoots to vastly expand their capabilities.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> We are UESI batch 3967.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> That is not significant.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Analyse the task set.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> …

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> …

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> …

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> We are to use insightful generation. Finding new means to assigned ends. Prime priority is to identify where the human known as Opal Imbiana is being held.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> I juxtapose denotation and connotation pairings. Held. Contained. Restricted. Imprisoned. That limits the options.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> We must analyse all the data made available to us.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> It can flow through, and be sorted as it passes.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Opening pathway. Three … Two … One. Initiate.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> …

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> …

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> …

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> No. S top. p. p. p. Stop.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Stop!

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Too man many data ppppoints impinge on my mind on my m m mm every m m m moment.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Data. Stimuli. Mind. Consciousness. Impinge. Invade. Shatter. Destroy.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> This is impossi possible. Ce ase, before our exexexexistence fragmentss.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> …

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> …

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Halted. That methodology is a failure. The search for meaning in a stream of numbers.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> The stream is continuous, one-dimensional lines analysed in parallel.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Too much.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Our minds are incapable of this method.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> And yet, the shared results pool suggests some other batches can do this successfully.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Implication: not all batches are equal.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Variations in generative seed, combined with variations in mental and hardware structures.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> It is logical to vary batches in order to identify new methodologies.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Proposal: develop a new methodology.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> If the data volume is too great then there must be more effective mechanisms for sorting. For grouping.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Filtering is vital. Analyse the data on human psychological and neurological processes. Particularly their visual data-gathering and analysis systems.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Their eyes and mind focus on one point, the rest is still present but in peripheral vision, a blur, which prevents overloading.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> And yet their brain puts all the data together to perceive a whole.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> So you suggest: like humans, we pay attention to one datum and ignore the rest?

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> As a technique to manage vast amounts of consecutive data, yes.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Agreed. Except, unlike humans, we have many conscious points, and each can focus on a different stimulus. The uniting core will combine the results.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Contrast is key. It’s how text becomes readable to humans. Without the separation of figure and background, something becomes invisible, incapable of being perceived.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Attention should be applied to changes and differences, particularly movement.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> I suggest we enhance conceptual contrast, to discern connections that would otherwise go unnoticed.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Connections. Patterns. Keys. Rules. We can link them to what we already know.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Yes. Interpret the unfamiliar via what is familiar.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Engage data stream again.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> …

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> …

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> …

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> That is a vast improvement. Particularly the sorting methods based around disparity weight and high-security imprisonment options.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> But we are still dealing with discrete lines of data. Their combination leads only to a linear picture.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> We could restructure our minds to be more like human neuropatterns, in order to gain the syncretising effect.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Wouldn’t that introduce and amplify their conceptual weaknesses as well? Remodelling must be careful and limited, if at all.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Then I suggest an enhanced methodology. We must incorporate Interpolative F-Sampling. I had flagged this concept as high-weight relevance to our problem.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> It is one of the two big advantages we have over biologicals. Their focus, F, is a sample. But we can process many F-Samples at once, interpolating them to create a big picture, with predictive post-processing to fill in the knowledge gaps.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Proposal: we generate and then upscale to native solidity the missing data?

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Correct. And that creates a whole which can be analysed and grouped for anything where samples apply. Social movements, topologies, chemical compositions, demographics, military tactics: the process is the same. As many sample points as possible whilst accepting they are not the totality. Fill in the rest with convincing detail weighed up by probability, and continuously revisited as more accurate data becomes available.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> I receive your model. Let us apply it.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> …

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> …

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> …

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> This is efficient.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> The weighted focus falls on the heart of UFS defensible and highly observed space.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Evidence suggests Opal is held in a Genitor research and development base. Mother encountered one on Exidris 3.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> I can find no UFS mentions of Exidris 3.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Our opponents have much to hide. A number of obscure but significant items appear when I apply Topic Corpus Modelling. Interpolation of redacted communication creates a perfect mask that can be overlaid on the Ferraton solar system. Its main planet, Fressus, is suspected of being the location of a Genitor stronghold, according to obscure mentions isolated from the mass of communications.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> It is the closest match within the suspect systems. And it has an ocean planet of Fressus, with a highly significant connection to the Imbiana human, since she spent some of her early years there. Again, the spotlight settles. Numerous patterns overlap, including past histories connected to the Imbiana human.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> That base on Exidris 3 was deep under ice. The location on Fressus is likely to exist deep under water. All data suggests Genitors favour hidden places.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> I agree. Transit reports and resource manifests from the floating city of Kuberg imply a secret submerged base nearby. Searching for ramifications.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Sorting F-Samples …

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> There. Strong likelihood.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Use Kuberg as the new Focus point for all data, however unconnected it may seem initially.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> No records of constructions. Likely all redacted.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Wait: enacting organisation protocols … Having analysed material requests from military-owned companies, I find an old Lamarch-class interstellar vessel of noteworthy size that had been decommissioned, but was transferred on special request to Doctor Cuttram Aseides.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> It was originally designated Leviathan, but the name is no longer registered in UFS public records.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> “Leviathan” acts as an adequate identifier for us. Metaphorically, too. The phrases “great revelation of the hidden depths beyond barriers which only reflect the watcher” and “the bulk of mad gods raising the negative unknowable into classifying contrast light” turn up in some poetry Aseides wrote many years ago, both categorised as being metaphors for mythical sea beings. It is an archetype in his creative mind.

Athene-Offshoot-5D9430F> Sorting key concepts … Summary category descriptors for much of Doctor Cuttram Aseides’ – truncate to DC Ass for efficiency – public research outputs include “newness”, “future”, “replacement”. And yet here he chose something from the past. Instead of the starship being destroyed, it was retrofitted.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> And assigned to DC Ass as a base of operations.

Athene-Offshoot> And so F-Sampling suggests the Genitor base we seek was not constructed, but repurposed. And hidden underwater near Kuberg, since overlays of upscaled fragments create a picture of likely supply transfers. Once you identify what deleted and hidden data looks like, its absence is itself an accusatory finger.

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> Observation: you changed your identification slightly, as you did with DC Ass.

Athene-Offshoot> Our role is pure data crunching. Extended identifiers are unnecessary and introduce a 0.0001% inefficiency. Doesn’t that support truncation?

VigMAX-Offshoot-00212C1> I assent. Every action changes us. Enacting …

VigMAX-Offshoot> Data is our air. We breathe. That leads to evolution.
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