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GLOSSARY

	 

	 

	Aliyah: When a Jew moves to Israel.

	Arab Jews: Jewish people of North African and Middle Eastern descent.

	Ashkenazi (singular) / Ashkenazim (plural): Jewish people of Central and Eastern European descent.

	Betar: The youth wing of the Revisionist movement.

	Beta Israel: Jewish people of Ethiopian descent.

	Bundism: A socialist Jewish movement that championed the Diaspora.

	Chutzpah: Sheer brazen gall. (Yiddish).

	Diaspora Jews: Jews who don’t live in Israel.

	Farhud: A pogrom against the Iraqi Jews (1941).

	Galut: “Exile”. (Hebrew).

	Gentile: Anyone who isn’t Jewish.

	Goy (singular) / Goyim (plural): Anyone who isn’t Jewish. (Offensive).

	Haganah: The Zionists’ largest pre-state militia.

	Haredi Jews: Conservative, ultra-Orthodox Jewish people. 

	Histadrut: Israel’s largest trade union.

	Hovevei Zion: The organisation that established the first moshavot.

	Intifada: “Uprising” or “shaking off”. (Arabic).

	IDF (Israel Defence Forces): Israel’s national army.

	Irgun: The Zionists’ second-largest pre-state militia. It broke away from the Haganah in 1931.

	Jewish Agency for Israel, The: The executive branch of the Zionist Organization. The de facto government of the Zionist communities in the Yishuv.

	Jewish Nakba: The mass displacement and dispossession of around 850,000 Arab Jews.

	JNF (Jewish National Fund): The organisation that acquired Palestinian land for Jewish settlement. Today, the JNF owns around 13% of Israeli land.

	Judenrat (singular) / Judenräte (plural): A Nazi-imposed Jewish council that administered community affairs during World War Two.

	Kapo: An inmate in a concentration camp who collaborated with the Nazis. An antisemitic slur.

	Kibbutz (singular) / Kibbutzim (plural): Communal Israeli settlements, centred on collectively owned farms and firms (1909-).

	Kike: A contemptuous term for a Jew, derived from the Yiddish word for “circle”.

	Knesset: Israel’s parliament.

	Labour Zionism: The branch of Zionism that sought to create a Jewish state by purchasing Palestinian land, establishing settlements on that land, and filling those settlements with Jewish settlers.

	Lehi (or Stern Gang): The Zionists’ third-largest pre-state militia. It broke away from the Irgun in 1940.

	Levant, The: The region encompassing Israel, Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Cyprus and parts of Turkey.

	Likud: Israel’s leading right-wing party. Part of the Revisionist movement.

	Ma’abarot: Absorption camps that housed the Jewish refugees who arrived in Israel after World War Two.

	MAPAI: The party that dominated Israel’s government in the country’s early years, before merging to form the Israeli Labour Party. Part of the Labour Zionist movement.

	Mauschel: An antisemitic slur, used by Theodor Herzl to vilify anti-Zionist Jews.

	Mensch: An absolute legend. (Yiddish).

	Meshuggeneh: A crazy fool. (Yiddish).

	Mikveh: A Jewish ritual bath.

	Mizrahi (singular) / Mizrahim (plural): “Eastern”. (Hebrew). Used to refer to the Arab Jews, Persian Jews and Sephardim.

	MK: “Member of the Knesset”. A politician in Israel’s parliament.

	Moshav (singular) / Moshavim (plural): Semi-cooperative Israeli settlements, with privately owned firms and farms, but collective buying and selling (1921-).

	Moshava (singular) / Moshavot (plural): Israeli settlements, with privately owned firms and farms, and privatised buying and selling (1881-).

	Mossad: Israel’s foreign intelligence agency. Its equivalent of the CIA or MI6.

	Mossad LeAliyah Bet: A branch of the Haganah, which smuggled Jews into Palestine (1938-1952).

	Nakba: “The catastrophe”. (Arabic). The violent displacement and dispossession of around 750,000 Palestinian Gentiles.

	Palestine Office (in Jaffa): The Zionist Organization’s headquarters in Palestine. It coordinated land purchases, immigration and settlement (until these tasks were taken on by the Jewish Agency).

	Palestine Office (in the Diaspora): Zionist bureaus, based in various European cities, which assisted Jews when they made Aliyah.

	Poale Zion: A nationalist-Marxist movement, whose members established several kibbutzim.

	Pogrom: A murderous anti-Jewish riot.

	Political Zionism: The branch of Zionism that sought to create a Jewish state through acts of diplomacy – securing mandates from the world’s leading powers.

	Putz: A silly billy. (Yiddish).

	Revisionist Zionism: The branch of Zionism that sought to create a Jewish state through the use of military might.

	Schmeckel: Little penis. (Yiddish).

	Schmendrick: Nincompoop. (Yiddish).

	Sephardi (singular) / Sephardim (plural): Jewish people of Portuguese or Spanish descent.

	Shin Bet: Israel’s internal security service. Its equivalent of the FBI or MI5.

	Shoah: “Catastrophe”. (Hebrew). The genocide of six-million Jews.

	Shul: Synagogue. (Yiddish).

	Spanish Inquisition: The persecution of non-Catholic “heretics”. This included the forced conversions, torture, execution and expulsion of the Sephardim (1478-1834).

	World Jewish Congress: An international federation of Jewish communities, established in 1936. Its founding platform expressed support for a “Jewish National Home” in Palestine.

	WZO (World Zionist Organization): The umbrella organisation for Zionist bodies, founded at the first Zionist Congress (1897-).

	Yishuv, The: The Jewish communities that existed in Palestine before the establishment of Israel.

	Yutz: A loudmouthed fool. (Yiddish).

	Zionist Organization, The: The name for the WZO before 1960.

	ZVfD (Zionist Federation of Germany): The German branch of the Zionist movement (1897-1939).

	
INTRODUCTION

	 

	 

	We’ve been gaslit for far too long.

	This fabrication – that Israel is the “Jewish State”, a place which serves the Jewish people – has been repeated so many times, for so many years, that it’s become entrenched in the public consciousness. Jews have tried to challenge this ridiculous notion. But we’ve been ignored, censored, slurred, discredited and forgotten.

	This is hardly surprising.

	Zionists have always disparaged and defamed the Jews whom they dislike. They’ve gone to extraordinary lengths to obscure our points of view.

	Indeed, they’ve committed far worse offences: Zionists have allied themselves with some of the biggest Jew-haters on the planet. They’ve prayed for a divine Armageddon, which would claim millions of Jewish lives. They’ve provoked the ethnic cleansing of several Jewish communities. They’ve used Jews as human shields and political pawns. And they’ve denied us our right to self-determination.

	Does that sound a little far-fetched? A little kooky?

	Well, if you don’t believe me, you’re going to be in for a hell of a ride!

	So butter yourself a bagel, make yourself comfortable, and prepare to embark on a journey of shame – because this is what we have in store…

	 

	CHAPTER ONE

	 

	We begin by introducing some of the leading figures in the early Zionist movement, showing how they and their ideology were antisemitic from the very start: Theodor Herzl, the godfather of Political Zionism, believed that Jews were “spineless, repressed and shabby” – that we’d been “corrupted by oppression”, and taken on “anti-social qualities”. Ze’ev Jabotinsky, the chap who established the Revisionist movement, called us “sickly”, “trodden upon and easily frightened”. And Moses Hess, who inspired the Labour Zionists, reckoned we were “parasites”.

	These fellows displayed a visceral hatred for vast swathes of international Jewry, for Jews who didn’t support their project, for Jews who converted and for Jews who did not. They were prepared to spill Jewish blood to achieve their colonial ambitions. They demanded that we disobey the Jewish scriptures. And they defined us as a race apart.

	 

	CHAPTER TWO

	 

	Having discovered what these Zionists believed, we’ll take a look at what they did: We’ll see how Herzl traipsed around Europe, courting leaders such as Kaiser Wilhelm (who believed Jews “want stamping out”), and Vyacheslav von Plehve (who was responsible for the pogroms in Imperial Russia). We’ll see how his protégés went cap in hand to Lord Balfour (who agreed with several “anti-Semitic postulates”), and Winston Churchill (who described Jews as “extraordinary personalities from the underworld”).

	Israel’s first prime minister, David Ben-Gurion, put a positive spin on the Nazis’ persecution of Jews – saying: “The harsher the affliction, the greater the strength of Zionism”. And Israel’s first president, Chaim Weizmann, dismissed the Nazis’ victims – saying those who will be “destroyed will be destroyed”.

	Zionists in the Yishuv traded with Nazi Germany, breaking the international boycott of that malevolent regime. Zionists in the West campaigned against missions which could’ve saved Jews from obliteration. Others censored information about the Shoah, which could’ve been used to save hundreds-of-thousands of Jewish lives. And some played a leading role in the Judenräte – collaborating with the Nazis, as they murdered our sisters and brothers.

	 

	CHAPTER THREE

	 

	Next up, we’ll travel to Palestine, to see how Arthur Ruppin – a man who despised “the cancers of Judaism” – was wreaking his own kind of havoc: His office flooded the land with foreign settlers, who displaced the previous tenants. And the Histadrut encouraged those settlers to boycott non-Jewish labour. These policies created an “embittered landless people”. And those people rebelled – staging a series of strikes and riots, which claimed hundreds of Jewish lives.

	Some of the rebels were forced into exile. They spoke about events in Palestine. But their stories were muddled: Regular Jews were blamed for the Zionists’ crimes. And this provoked a wave of attacks across the Arab world.

	 

	CHAPTER FOUR

	 

	The Zionists secured their so-called “Jewish State”. But they still needed to manufacture a Jewish majority. And so they conducted the Nakba, forcing around 750,000 Gentiles to flee.

	This provoked a backlash, the Jewish Nakba – the displacement of around 850,000 Arab Jews, many of whom were left with no choice but to move to Israel.

	The Mossad LeAliyah Bet and the Jewish Agency did what they could to encourage this migration – cajoling Jews into moving to the so-called “Jewish State” – downgrading Holocaust survivors to the status of “human material”, and preventing them from seeking refuge in other lands.

	Their objective was chilling: To “liquidate” the Jewish Diaspora.

	 

	CHAPTER FIVE

	 

	The Arab Jews were treated with derision from the moment they arrived in Israel – sprayed with a toxic chemical, and thrown into overcrowded, unsanitary camps. Some remained in those places, which evolved into slums, while others were made to live in dangerous locales – acting as human shields. Tens-of-thousands of their children were subjected to hazardous doses of X-ray radiation. And almost all the adults were made to do hard labour – farming the worst soil, or working in one-factory towns – receiving lower wages than their European peers. Their villages received less investment. They were underrepresented in government. Their identities were erased, their language was downgraded, their customs were vilified, their possessions were stolen, their hair was shorn, and their babies were abducted – given to more “deserving” European Jews.

	 

	CHAPTER SIX

	 

	Israel was well-established. It had a Jewish majority. But it was surrounded by hostile forces. It needed international support. And it got it from the USA – from President Truman (who believed Jews were “very selfish”), and Richard Nixon (who called us “obnoxious”).

	That special relationship has been worth hundreds-of-billions of dollars. But it was built on malign foundations: President Reagan admitted that he only supported Israel for “strategic” reasons. President Biden only backed the Zionist State because it helped “to protect America’s interests in the region”.

	Those schmucks were treating Israeli Jews as though they were nothing more than political pawns, expecting them to kill and be killed in the service of American “interests”.

	That’s seriously antisemitic.

	 

	CHAPTER SEVEN

	 

	The Israeli establishment has also secured support from an international alliance of antisemites: This includes the likes of Hungary’s Viktor Orbán (who’s said that Jews are “vengeful”), and Britain’s Nigel Farage (who’s attacked the “powerful” “Jewish Lobby”).

	We’ll consider the antisemitic movements which champion Israel (such as the alt-right) – the antisemitic individuals who love that nation (such as Anders Breivik) – and the antisemites who reside in Israel itself: The IDF units who’ve given themselves Nazi-inspired names (such as the “Auschwitz Company”), and the activists who say things like, “Ashkenazim, whores, may you burn in hell”.

	 

	CHAPTER EIGHT

	 

	Next up, we’ll introduce the Evangelical Zionists – including the likes of Jerry Falwell (who believed Jews were “despised by nations”), John Hagee (who said “God sent Adolf Hitler”), and Robert Jeffress (who reckons Jews should all convert).

	These pastors believe that Jews deserve to suffer – that antisemitism is a divine punishment for the sins of the ancient Hebrews.

	They also claim that we’re so powerful, we’ll curse their entire nations if they dare to cross our paths.

	At the same time, they remain dedicated to the Zionist cause, albeit for the most malevolent of reasons: They want Jews to make Aliyah, because they believe this will trigger the End Times, whereupon pretty much all of us will die!

	 

	CHAPTER NINE

	 

	Things are far from marvellous for those Israeli Jews who haven’t died. That’s because their government denies them their right to self-determination.

	It refuses to acknowledge the existence of entire Jewish populations (including the Igbo Jews), and Jewish denominations (such as the Masorti). It denies Israeli Jews their right to marry a Gentile. And it forces them to join the Israeli army.

	Jewish educators have been denied the right to teach from certain books. Jewish journalists have been forbidden from reporting on certain trials. And Jewish institutions have been discouraged from platforming certain Jewish speakers.

	There are parts of Israel which are off-limits to Jewish Israelis. Foreign Jews have been denied entry into the country. And Israeli Jews have been denied their right to safety: The state has even murdered its own subjects, while enacting the Hannibal Directive.

	 

	CHAPTER TEN

	 

	Zionists reserve a special kind of hatred for anti-racist Jews.

	I’m talking from personal experience. Each time I take to X, to announce my opposition to the Zionist ideology, I get called a “Self-hating Jew”, a “Fake Jew” and a “Kapo”. Haredi Jews face torrents of abuse whenever they protest against Israel. British Zionists have conducted a witch-hunt, purging Jews from the country’s Labour Party. American Zionists have waged war on Jewish students, academics and politicians. Other Zionists have attacked the Jewish Council of Australia, European Jews for Palestine, and Jewish Voice for Peace. And Betar has even published a list of Jewish targets, encouraging governments to persecute those righteous Jews.

	 

	CHAPTER ELEVEN

	 

	We’ll finish up by revisiting an old theme, showing how Zionism provokes Jew-hate.

	Zionist propaganda pushes the myth that Zionism and Judaism are synonymous – by exploiting the Jewish people’s connection to the Holy Land, co-opting Jewish branding, and twisting Jewish scripture. Some of our peers fall for this shameful lie. They hold us responsible when Zionists commit a crime. And sometimes they even attack us.

	This phenomenon is as old as Zionism itself. And it continues to this day.

	Indeed, the Gaza Genocide has been causing instances of anti-Jewish crime to spike in multiple nations across the globe, while I’ve been writing this book.

	Zionists have even been known to exploit this bigotry (because it can encourage Jews to move to Israel). And their phoney accusations of Jew-hate, which they use to slander their critics, have created a Boy Who Cried “Wolf” situation – hampering the fight against genuine antisemitism.

	 

	***

	 

	Writing this book has been so incredibly easy, and so awfully hard.

	The research was easy. The Zionist movement is infested with so much Jew-hate, that finding content was the simplest of tasks.

	But the subject matter has been hard to stomach. We’re talking about an ideology that purports to champion the Jewish people. And here it is, in all its hateful glory, abusing us in a multitude of ways. The chutzpah beggars belief.

	I hope it doesn’t grind you down, because this subject really matters. This form of hatred has lurked in the shadows for far too long. It needs to be exposed. It needs to be challenged. And it needs to be defeated.

	That starts with you. It starts with this book.

	And so, without further ado, let’s get this show on the road…

	
1) BAD BEGINNINGS: HOW ZIONISM WAS BUILT ON ANTISEMITIC FOUNDATIONS

	 

	 

	Let’s begin with a little housekeeping, by introducing the three factions which dominated the early Zionist movement…

	The most famous were the Political Zionists, who used diplomacy to campaign for a so-called “Jewish State”. They were led by the likes of Theodor Herzl and Max Nordau – fellows who toured the globe, forging alliances with the world’s most powerful men.

	They were joined by the Labour Zionists, who were inspired by Moses Hess. Those guys sought to settle Palestine by increments – buying up parcels of land, displacing the locals, and importing Jewish settlers – people who “laboured” in their factories and farms.

	And then there were the Revisionists. Led by Ze’ev Jabotinsky, those guys favoured militarism. They believed the Zionists should march into Palestine, all guns blazing, using blunt force to remove anyone who stood in their way.

	These three movements all left a mark…

	The Labour Zionists moved so many settlers onto Palestinian land, that it gave the movement a tangible presence in the region. The Political Zionists exploited this when they lobbied the nations of the world. This achieved results: The United Nations approved a plan for partition – splitting Palestine, and giving the larger part to the Zionists. And that was when the Revisionists burst into action: They put boots on the ground – waging bloody war, and turning that state into a reality, despite fierce opposition from the locals. (Avineri, 2017). (Khalidi, 2020). (Pappé, 2006).

	But let’s not split hairs.

	While these factions didn’t always see eye-to-eye or work together, and while they chose drastically different tactics, they did share a defining feature: Their leading proponents all harboured an abundance of hatred, for a colossal number of Jews.

	In this chapter, we’ll expose that hate…

	 

	THEODOR HERZL: THE MESSIAH’S APPRENTICE

	 

	Theodor Herzl was raised in Budapest, next door to a Jewish house of prayer. Long-faced, with a steely demeanour, young Master Herzl was known for his love of books, and for his fondness for one book in particular: A tale about a “Messiah-King” – a heroic figure, who rode into view atop a humble ass and rescued the Jewish people.

	Well, that story must have embedded itself in the young lad’s subconscious. Because after reading it for the first time, its lead character appeared to him in a dream:

	“(He) took me in his arms and swept off with me on the wings of the wind. On one of the iridescent clouds, we encountered the figure of Moses… The Messiah called to Moses: It is for this child that I have prayed. But to me, he said: ‘Go, declare to the Jews that I shall come soon and perform great wonders’”.

	This was Herzl’s origin myth: The schmendrick believed he was the Messiah’s messenger – someone who’d been chosen by Moses, and by God himself, to embark on a holy mission. (Bein, 1970).

	***

	Back on the earthly plane, Herzl was completing his education.

	He moved to Vienna, where he practised as a lawyer, before changing tack and becoming a writer for the Neue Freie Presse.

	In 1896, he penned Der Judenstaat, “The Jewish State”. And the following year, he convened the first Zionist Congress, in Basel, where he became the inaugural president of the Zionist Organization.

	Herzl is still held in high regard in Israel today: The country’s Declaration of Independence dubbed him “the spiritual father of the Jewish State”. A national cemetery, mountain, museum, forest and city have all been named in his honour. (Rosselson, 2018).

	But there’s one thing that most Zionists prefer to ignore: Theodor Herzl hated most of his Jewish peers…

	***

	This becomes apparent when we read Der Judenstaat.

	In that pamphlet, Herzl argued that Jews were so wretched, our mere presence inspired people to loathe us:

	“We naturally move to those places where we are not persecuted, and there our presence produces persecution. This is the case in every country... Jews are now carrying the seeds of Anti-Semitism into England. They have already introduced it into America”.

	And why did our presence provoke this hate?

	Well, according to Herzl, it was because we “continue to produce an abundance of mediocre intellects”!

	Herzl continued, claiming: “When we sink, we become a revolutionary proletariat, the subordinate officers of all revolutionary parties”. We provoke the wrath of the upper classes.

	And “when we rise, there rises also our terrible power of the purse”. We become so rich, we provoke the wrath of the masses.

	These contradictory ideas – that Jews are rebels against the established order and members of the establishment itself, that we’re too meek and too mighty – are the very notions that so many antisemites love to push. These claims course through the pages of The Protocols of the Elders of Zion – the bible of Jew-hate, which was released seven years after Der Judenstaat.

	Herzl was agreeing with the antisemites – saying “yes”, we really were ruining nations, both from above and below. He was agreeing that this posed a so-called “Jewish Question”: “What should we do with these pesky Jews?” And he was giving credence to this conundrum, by proposing a solution – arguing that Jews should abandon Europe and move to a “Jewish state”.

	He even sought to reassure Europe’s antisemites, telling them: “The emigration which I suggest will not create any economic crises… A great period of prosperity would commence in countries which are now Anti-Semitic… (because) Christian citizens (would fill) the positions… evacuated by the Jews”. (Herzl, 1896).

	So Herzl wanted Jews to move to a “Jewish state” – to abandon their homes, businesses and jobs. And he was promoting this idea to “countries which are now Anti-Semitic” – promising them “a great period of prosperity” – encouraging them to feast on the corpse of European Jewry!

	***

	He was only getting started.

	The following year, Herzl published a diatribe in Die Welt – praising the Zionist Jews, who remained a fringe minority, while waging war on the non-Zionist majority: He dubbed us “Mauschel” – an antisemitic slur, akin to the word “kike” – before calling us “spineless, repressed and shabby… a distortion of human character, something unspeakably low and repugnant”.

	“…There is the financier who has so many skeletons in his closet that he is afraid of an equally suspicious Mauschel, the blackmailing journalist, and pays him off. There is the lawyer with a clientele that moves on the periphery of the law… There are the shady businessmen, the falsely respectable persons, the pious hypocrites, the mendacious men of honour, (and) the resourceful exploiters”.

	Herzl suggested that the majority of Jews had impure genetics – theorising that, “at some dark moment in our history, some inferior human material got into our unfortunate people and blended with it”. This, he argued, had made us the “weakest of the weak”.

	And he repeated his claim that Jews were to blame for the hatred we endured – that we “are viewed as a nation of hagglers and crooks, because Mauschel practices usury and speculates on the stock exchange. Mauschel has always supplied the pretexts under which we were attacked. Mauschel is the curse of the Jews”. (Schoffman, 2010).

	***

	But it was in his Complete Diaries that Herzl revealed the full range of his thoughts, feelings, conversations and dreams.

	Here, we learn of how he looked down upon the Parisian Jews: “I took a look at the Paris Jews and saw a family likeness in their faces: bold, misshapen noses; furtive and cunning eyes”.

	We discover that he despised the Jewish liberals: “I used to live among scoffing Jewish liberals, with nothing but hatred, fear and derision”.

	And we realise that he, the great Theodor Herzl, believed he was a cut above those nettlesome Jews: “The noteworthy thing about the episode is that I am by no means coming to them as a submissively fawning assimilationist, but as an upstanding Jew”.

	Herzl was implying that Jews couldn’t be “assimilationist” and also be “upstanding”. He was suggesting that we could only maintain our integrity by hiding ourselves away!

	He doubled down on this theme, referring to the “cowardly, assimilated, baptized Jews”.

	And yet, despite hating us because we had assimilated, he also argued that “we cannot assimilate” – that “with the exception of the wealthiest, Jews have almost no social relations with Gentiles” – that “the Jews are the one people who, living in foreign countries, do not assimilate” – and that we’d maintained ourselves “as a foreign body among the various nations”.

	Herzl also claimed that this alleged “isolationism” had turned us bad, writing: “In the ghetto, we have taken on a number of anti-social qualities. Our character has been corrupted by oppression”. (Herzl, 1960).

	***

	This kind of invective didn’t exactly endear him to his fellow Jews.

	Herzl admitted that “the assimilationists seem to be gaining the upper hand”. He complained that “no-one wants to hear about Zionism”. And he conceded that “it will be a long time before… I shake the Jews out of the indolence of their prison life… Old prisoners don’t like to leave prison. They have to be coaxed”.

	And how did he plan to “coax” those “prisoners”?

	Well, he argued it had to be done through bribery. Playing on the notion that Jews were greedy, money-grabbing scoundrels – he wrote: “To attract Jews to rural areas you would have to tell them some fairy-tale about how they may strike gold there. In imaginative terms, it might be put like this: Whoever ploughs, sows and reaps will find gold in every sheaf… The man who manages best will receive a bonus, one that might be very substantial”. (Herzl, 1960).

	***

	Phew!

	I feel we’ve already made a substantive case. But make no mistake: There’s plenty more to come!

	You see, while Herzl dedicated his life to the creation of a Jewish state, the guy was no friend of the Jewish religion. You’d be hard-pressed to find him quoting from the Torah. He refused to circumcise his son. And he wished to keep rabbis at a distance, writing: “We shall keep our priests within the confines of their temples… They must not interfere in the administration of the state”.

	Herzl didn’t want the Star of David to appear on the Zionist flag. His design featured seven regular stars. And he didn’t believe the “Jewish State” should have any Jewish holidays. (Rosselson, 2018). (Rothchild, 2019).

	He even toyed with the idea of encouraging Jews to abandon Judaism – fantasising about a scenario in which Jewish leaders would lead their flocks to Saint Stephen’s Cathedral, where they’d all convert en masse:

	“The conversion was to take place in broad daylight… with festive processions and amidst the pealing of bells. Not in shame, as individuals have converted up to now, but with proud gestures. And because the Jewish leaders would remain Jews, escorting the people only to the threshold of the church and themselves staying outside, the whole performance was to be elevated by a touch of great candour”.

	Herzl even tried to secure an audience with the Pope. He wished to tell the pontiff that he’d “start a great movement for the free and honourable conversion of Jews to Christianity”. (Herzl, 1960).

	He wanted to pressure Jews to forsake their faith!

	This is a classic type of anti-Jewish hate: It’s what the Spaniards attempted to do during the Inquisition.

	In the end, nothing came of this idea. But the fact that he considered such a thing – seriously, repeatedly, and in writing – reveals how little value he placed on the Jewish religion.

	***

	But why?

	Why was this putz aligning himself with Europe’s most virulent antisemites? Why wasn’t he challenging their hate?

	Well, Herzl believed it would’ve been a waste of his time – that antisemitism was an unstoppable force of nature, like the coming of the ocean tides or the setting of the evening sun. There was nothing we could do to stop it, and so there was no point in even trying:

	“In Paris, then, I gained a freer attitude toward anti-Semitism, which I now began to understand historically and make allowances for. Above all, I recognized the emptiness and futility of efforts to ‘combat anti-Semitism’. Declamations made in writing or in closed circles do no good whatever; they even have a comical effect”.

	He went further still, arguing that antisemitism could actually be a force for good:

	“Anti-Semitism, which is a strong and unconscious force among the masses, will not harm the Jews. I consider it to be a movement useful to the Jewish character… Through hard knocks, a Darwinian mimicry will set in: The Jews will adapt themselves. They are like the seals, which an act of nature casts into the water. These animals assume the appearance and habits of fish, which they certainly are not. Once they return to dry land again, and are allowed to remain there for a few generations, they will turn their fins into feet”.

	And Herzl even argued that antisemitism was the “divine will”, because “it forces us to close ranks, unites us through pressure, and through our unity (it) will make us free”! (Herzl, 1960).

	***

	This wasn’t a fringe belief.

	Jakob Klatzkin was the co-editor of the German Encyclopaedia Judaica. He was a director of the Cologne branch of the Jewish National Fund – a Zionist organisation. (Lewisohn, 1935).

	Like Herzl, Klatzkin also despised those Jews who’d integrated into mixed societies – saying: “Assimilation is a sin not only against the nation, but against man as man. It is falsehood, deception and imitation. It produces weak, rootless men, and there is no greater moral defect than this”. (Klatzkin, 1921).

	Klatzkin claimed that Jews who’d enlisted in the French army were “deserters” – “traitors to their Judaism, who deserted us in our struggle for national existence, who abandoned flag and cause”. (Lewisohn, 1935).

	And he also praised the antisemites, opining: “If we do not admit the rightfulness of anti-Semitism, we deny the rightfulness of our own nationalism... Instead of establishing societies for defence against the anti-Semites, who want to reduce our rights, we should establish societies for defence against our friends, who desire to defend our rights”. (Klatzkin, 1921).

	This explains why Herzl had been spreading so many antisemitic tropes.

	He and his peers believed in its “rightfulness”.

	They believed it’d serve their interests, encouraging Jews to gather their belongings and move to the state they were attempting to establish.

	***

	Let’s return to Herzl, and take stock before moving on…

	The high priest of Political Zionism blamed Jews for our own persecution – for rising too high and sinking too low. He desired the ethnic cleansing of the European Jews, so that antisemites could prosper in our wake. He reserved a special kind of hatred for non-Zionist Jews, assimilated Jews, Parisian Jews and liberal Jews. He believed Jews were “prisoners” who could only be motivated by bribes, and that most of us should convert. He called us the “weakest of the weak”, “hypocrites” and “exploiters”. And he did this, so that antisemitism might abound, because he believed it’d push terrified Jews into the outstretched arms of his fledgling movement.

	It was all there in plain sight, for everyone to see.

	 

	MAX NORDAU: HERZL’S ANTISEMITIC ACCOMPLICE

	 

	Herzl succumbed to a heart condition, aged forty-four, leaving his allies to continue his work.

	Chief among them was Max Nordau.

	Born in Budapest, Nordau also sported a magnificent beard – one which parted in the middle. He also assimilated into European society. And he also rejected the Jewish faith – declaring himself an agnostic, and taking a Christian bride.

	You might be sensing a theme!

	But the similarities don’t end there. That’s because, like Herzl, Nordau also had a penchant for degrading his fellow Jews.

	In 1892, he published Degeneration. That book didn’t focus on Jewish folk. But it did accuse us of undergoing an “inversion of values”. And it did refer to a “Jewish race”. (Nordau, 1898).

	So, why was this problematic?

	Well, this notion was really rather new: Up until 1879, you were only “Jewish” if you practised the Jewish religion, or if you were a member of a Jewish community. Judaism was a matter of religion and ethnicity, not a matter of race.

	You were only “Semitic” if you spoke a Semitic language (such as Arabic, Hebrew or Aramaic).

	Then a bloke named Wilhelm Marr had come along.

	Marr was a prototypical Zionist antisemite: He hated the Jewish people so much, that he wished to disenfranchise all the German Jews. And yet he also “welcomed Zionism” – according to Shulamit Volkov, an Israeli historian – because he saw it “as a means to separate Jews from Christian society”.

	It was Marr who declared that every Jew was “Semitic” – bundling the European Jews (who didn’t speak Semitic languages), together with the Arab Jews (who did). And it was Marr who classified us as a race: The Semites. (Pipes, 1999). (Massad, 2021). (Volkov, 2006).

	But this was highly controversial.

	Scientifically, there’s only one race: The human race. We all descend from a small bunch of common ancestors.

	Culturally, most nations only acknowledge a handful of races. The USA’s census, for example, includes just five: “Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander”, “American Indian or Alaska Native”, “Black or African American”, “Asian” and “White”.

	Jews can belong to any of these races: The Ashkenazim are mainly “White”. The Lemba Jews are mainly “Black”. The Kaifeng Jews are mainly “Asian”. And people from any race can convert to Judaism at almost any time.

	But the creation of a phoney “Jewish race” does serve a purpose, for the Jew-haters of this world: It enables them to define us as a race apart – to argue that we’re intrinsically different to people of other races – that we’re not the same as our compatriots.

	Nordau was saying this was fine: Jews were a “race”. We were intrinsically different.

	This was the very same strain of logic that the Nazis would go on to adopt: They also said we belonged to our own degenerate race.

	And Nordau was legitimising this idea! He was setting the groundwork for those Jew-hating fiends.

	***

	But if anything revealed Nordau’s hatred of Jews, it was the speech he gave at the first Zionist Congress.

	He began by asserting that we have a proclivity for sorrow, saying: “(Wherever) the Jews have settled in comparatively large numbers… Jewish misery prevails”. And he went on to claim that this was a “peculiar misery, which the Jews do not suffer as human beings”.

	We… do… not… suffer… as… human… beings…

	What did he take us for? Animals? Insects? Plants?

	Oh, no! Nordau said we were Abschaum: “The scum of his race and of mankind”.

	He continued, echoing Herzl’s belief that Jews were incapable of assimilation – that we had a “separate nature” – an “impulse for separation” that compels each Jew to “dwell with his own”. He explained that the ghetto had “not (been) a prison, but a refuge”. And he claimed the average Jew had “no ground under his feet” when he emerged from those slums.

	He also argued that our emancipation, under French law, had been a bad thing:

	“The emancipated Jew is insecure in his relations with his fellow-beings, timid with strangers, suspicious even toward the secret feeling of his friends. His best powers are exhausted in the suppression, or at least in the difficult concealment of his own real character. For he fears that this character might be recognized as Jewish... He becomes an inner cripple, and externally unreal, and thereby always ridiculous and hateful”. (Nordau, 1897).

	***

	Nordau reserved a special hatred for Jews who converted to Christianity – dubbing their conversion a “blasphemous lie”, and calling them “Marranos” – an antisemitic slur, which may be derived from the Spanish word for “swine”:

	“The new Marranos leave Judaism with rage and bitterness… They carry with them their own humiliation, their own dishonesty, and hatred also toward Christianity”.

	He said their “soul is poisoned by hostility toward their own”, and their “self-respect is destroyed”. (Nordau, 1897).

	These are nasty words in their own right. But things get murkier still, when we recount his mentor’s point of view: Herzl had been so keen for Jews to embrace Christianity, that he’d toyed with the idea of encouraging entire congregations to convert together.

	So, on the one hand, we have Herzl telling Jews they ought to convert. And on the other hand, we have Nordau saying that Jewish converts were humiliated, dishonest, hateful swine.

	Nordau would’ve insulted us if we did convert, and Herzl would’ve berated us if we didn’t. Those yutzes weren’t leaving us any room for manoeuvre!

	***

	Nordau continued his speech, by introducing a pair of contradictory tropes: First, he argued we were an inferior bunch – saying: “The majority of the Jews are a race of accursed beggars”. Then, he argued that we “strive after superiority” – that we’re “more industrious and more able than the average European, not to speak at all of the inert Asians and Africans”.

	He was sending a clear message to the world: Hate us because we’re lowly beggars. And hate us because we believe we’re better than you.

	He also claimed that “poverty grinds down” our “character”. He said we were “fevered by the thirst for higher education”. He added that we “forget” who we are, imagining ourselves to be “the bodily and spiritual miscreants” whom our “deadly enemies represent”. And he concluded by accusing us of treachery, saying we “pluck from (our) hearts all (sense of) Jewish solidarity”. (Nordau, 1897).

	***

	Yikes!

	What are you supposed to say to that?

	It’s the kind of language you’d expect to find in a Beginner’s Guide to Hating Jews.

	 

	LABOUR ZIONISM’S MISSION TO RESCUE THE “GHOSTLIKE” JEWS

	 

	Between 1881 and 1903, around 25,000 Jews moved to Palestine as part of the First Aliyah. They had good reason to move: Their towns, in Imperial Russia, had been under attack – as Leon Trotsky explained:

	“(The rioter) can throw an old woman out of a third-floor window together with a grand piano. He can smash a chair against a baby’s head, rape a little girl while the entire crowd looks on, (and) hammer a nail into a living human body… He exterminates whole families, he pours petrol over a house, transforms it into a mass of flames, and if anyone attempts to escape, he finishes him off with a cudgel”. (Trotsky, 1907).

	Millions of Jews fled from these pogroms, seeking refuge in other lands.

	The vast majority headed west. But a small contingent made their way to Palestine, where they were joined by another 35,000 Jews – members of the Second Aliyah – who arrived in the decade that followed.

	It wasn’t the obvious destination. Those people had to be enticed. And this was where Hovevei Zion entered the fray: They opened branches across Eastern Europe, recruited thousands of agents, and did what they could to persuade Jews to migrate to the Middle East. Those who agreed were helped on their way and settled in a moshava – the settlements which Hovevei Zion were creating.

	In 1906, that organisation was joined by Poale Zion – a nationalist-Marxist group, whose members helped establish another type of settlement: The kibbutzim.

	These colonies weren’t the same. The properties within the moshavot were privately owned. The kibbutzim were communal affairs. But the two movements did have one thing in common: They both encouraged their settlers to labour – to toil in their factories and farms.

	Their efforts had a significant effect: Those two associations began to occupy Palestine by increments – buying up parcels of territory, moving Jewish settlers onto that land, and operating a closed economy – establishing a quasi-colony: The Yishuv. (Penslar, 1991).

	***

	Labour Zionism can trace its roots to Moses Hess – a German philosopher, who authored one of the earliest Zionist texts: Rome and Jerusalem. That manifesto was released in 1862, thirty-five years before Herzl shot to fame.

	Indeed, it was Hess who inspired Herzl.

	But he was a highly contentious figure, someone who once accused the ancient Jews of belonging to a “bloody sacrificial cult”. (Hess, 1918). (Avineri, 2017).

	Hess reserved a special kind of hatred for the assimilated Jews: He accused us of denying our Jewish “nationality”. And he claimed that our “beautiful phrases about humanity” were just a “cloak” to hide our “treason”.

	He also hated the Diaspora Jews: He referred to us as “parasites”. And he questioned our ability to be productive: “In exile, the Jews are unfruitful in all spheres, spiritually and economically. Jewish economic life, no matter how prosperous it may be in some countries, is abnormal”.

	But Hess reckoned he’d discovered the cure for this malaise:

	“You will come to the land of your fathers (Palestine), crowned with the crown of age-long martyrdom, and there, finally, you will be completely healed from all your ills. Your capital will again bring the wide stretches of barren land under cultivation. Your labour and industry will once more turn the ancient soil into fruitful valleys, reclaim the flat lands from the encroaching sands of the desert, and the world will again pay its homage to the oldest of peoples”. (Hess, 1918).

	This was the defining ethos of Labour Zionism: This idea that Jewish capital and labour would combine in Palestine, where we’d cultivate barren land and cause the desert to bloom. This would heal us of our “ills”, bring an end to our “martyrdom”, and earn us international acclaim.

	Taken on its own, this sounds like a beautiful thing. But Hess wasn’t proposing it in isolation. He was employing a two-step process: First, he had to denigrate the Jewish people – calling us “parasites”, “unfruitful” and “abnormal”. Only then could he offer a solution to our supposed debility: A “Jewish state”, where we’d be “healed”, become “fruitful”, and receive “homage”.

	He had to knock us down before he could lift us up.

	He had to say these vile things, to validate his dream of a Zionist state.

	You cannot separate his antisemitism from his Zionism. The two things are intertwined.

	And his protégés spoke in much the same fashion as Hess…

	***

	Hess’s most prominent disciple might just have been Leon Pinsker – the first chairman of Hovevei Zion, and yet another lawyer-turned-wordsmith from Eastern Europe. It was Pinsker’s pamphlet, Auto-Emancipation, which underpinned his movement’s work.

	That text was built on a bedrock of Judophobie – “Judeophobia” – to cite the term that Pinsker liked to employ.

	Like Herzl and Nordau, Pinsker also agreed with Europe’s antisemites – echoing their belief that there was such a thing as the “Jewish Question” – this idea that something had to be done with Europe’s Jews, because in “the nations among whom the Jews reside, they form a heterogeneous element which cannot be assimilated, (and) which cannot be readily digested”.

	And, like Hess, Pinsker also denigrated the Jewish people: He described us as an “unhappy people” – a “stiff-necked people”, plagued by “misery”, who’d “divested themselves of their traditional individuality” – a people who were “everywhere in evidence and nowhere at home” – who’d become “a burden to the native citizens”:

	“But as for the Jew, not only is he not a native in his own home country, he is also not a foreigner. He is, in very truth, the stranger par excellence... He is not a guest, much less a welcome guest. He is more like a beggar…. The Jews are aliens… Their misery also has no bounds”.

	Pinsker reserved a special kind of hatred for those Jews who didn’t wish to create a Jewish state – calling us “short-sighted and (as) thoughtless as children”, before comparing us to a sick person who’d lost the will to eat.

	But, he conceded, this wasn’t entirely our fault. According to Pinsker, our whole malaise could be traced back to the moment when the ancient Jews had left Judea:

	“With the loss of their country, the Jewish people lost their independence, and fell into a decay which is not compatible with existence as a whole vital organism…. (They became a) ghostlike apparition of a living corpse, of a people without unity or organization, without land or other bonds of unity, no longer alive, and yet walking among the living”.

	He continued:

	“We maintained our individual life, and proved our power of resistance, but we lost the common bond of our national consciousness. Seeking to maintain our material existence, we were constrained only too often to forget our moral dignity. We did not see that on account of tactics unworthy of us, which we were forced to adopt, we sank still lower in the eyes of our opponents – that we were only the more exposed to humiliating contempt and outlawry, which have finally become our baleful heritage. In the wide, wide world there was no place for us. We prayed only for a little place anywhere to lay our weary head to rest. And so, by lessening our claims, we gradually lessened our dignity, which was effaced in our own and others’ eyes until it became unrecognizable. We were the shuttlecock which the peoples tossed in turn to one another”.

	This is pretty full-on!

	Several other groups have managed to flourish without a nation-state to call their own. Some of these – the likes of the Cantonese, Yoruba and Oromo – have far larger populations. But Pinsker was singling out Jews for special attention, saying that we alone had been afflicted by this predicament – that it’d turned us into “strangers” and “beggars” – a “ghostlike apparition” of a people, who were apt “to forget our moral dignity”, turn to crime, and morph into “shuttlecocks”.

	That’s some serious “Judophobie”.

	But lo! There was a solution! Pinsker said that we child-like, sickly Jews could be saved. We just had to colonise a faraway land:

	“Grant us but the happiness of independence, allow us to be (the) sole masters of our fate, give us a bit of land, grant us only what you granted the Serbians and Romanians – the advantage of a free national existence – and then dare to pass a slighting judgment upon us… At present, we still live under the oppression of the evils you have inflicted upon us. What we lack is not genius, but self-respect, and the consciousness of human dignity of which you have robbed”. (Pinsker, 1882).

	***

	Pinsker’s message was echoed by Ber Borochov – one of the original members of Poale Zion, and the author of its foundational text – Poalei Tziyon: Our Platform.

	Like Herzl, Borochov blamed Jews for the hate that was thrown our way – suggesting we provoked it by competing for a fixed supply of jobs: “Anti-Semitism flourishes because of the national competition between… the Jewish and non-Jewish proletarianized and unemployed masses”.

	He called us inadequate workers: “The Jewish worker is not as prepared technically as the non-Jewish city-bred worker”.

	He said we suffered from “Jewish misery”, because we were forced to accept the least secure jobs: “Seasonal employment, sweatshop conditions and piece-work”.

	He claimed we were more likely to cause a nuisance – that the typical Jewish worker “enters the struggle with his employer more readily than the non-Jewish worker”.

	And he accused us of having a propensity for isolation – that “Jewish capital becomes the sole employer of Jewish labour”.

	So Borochov was saying that we were antagonistic, inadequate workers who couldn’t assimilate, and who always caused a ruckus.

	And here’s the punchline: He said he’d discovered the solution. Marxist Zionism would set us free:

	“In Palestine, Jewish immigrants for the first time not only will aim to satisfy the needs of the native population, but will also produce for the external market”. (Borochov, 1906).

	All sing hallelujah!

	Our work would be productive. We were going to find our rightful place in this cold, heartless world!

	***

	The Labour Zionists imported tens-of-thousands of settlers, who did become productive. They established so many settlements, the Zionist Organization had to create a central authority – The Palestine Office – to oversee communal affairs.

	That body also dabbled in this brand of antisemitism, reprinting an article by Yehuda Bourla in its official publications: Dapei Aliyah.

	That piece began by denigrating the Jewish people, declaring:

	“Strange and alien, hated and persecuted, the Jew moved around the world mentally harassed and spiritually embittered. The whole Jewish people was an invalid, an abnormality”.

	Only after knocking us down, did Bourla venture to suggest that Zionism might raise us up:

	“Rooted in the soil of the Homeland, linking heart and soul with the labour of its cultivation… the Jewish people (would be restored) to national health, homely simplicity and human naturalness”. (Segev, 1986).

	***

	So here we have Moses Hess (the chap who inspired the entire Zionist movement), Leon Pinsker (the first chairman of Hovevei Zion), Ber Borochov (the leading figure in Zionist Marxism), and the Palestine Office (the Zionists’ de facto government in the Yishuv). And these guys were singing the same tune: Declaring that the Diaspora Jews were a bunch of lowly degenerates who needed to be redeemed.

	Their allies agreed…

	This is a quote from Aharon Gordon, who was one of the activists who co-founded Hapoel Hatzair, a socialist Zionist party:

	“We are a parasitic people. We have no roots in the soil. There is no ground beneath our feet. And we are parasites not only in an economic sense, but also in spirit, in thought, in poetry, in literature, in our virtues, our ideals… We ourselves are almost non-existent, so of course nothing in the eyes of other peoples”. (Sternhell, 1999).

	And then we have Yosef Haim Brenner, a prolific author, who wrote that Jews were “spiritually disfigured”, “sickeningly crafty”, “panicky”, “slovenly”, “depressed” and “calculating” – that we were “lacking the slightest human skill or trade” – and that we were “living the life of trodden-on worms”:

	“For hundreds of years, we lived among Polish and Russian brutes who spat on us, and all we did was wipe the spit from our faces and go on writing our imbecilic, text-twiddling books… The only way to restore our honour, and stop living like fleas, was to seize our last chance and make a place for ourselves somewhere by dint of our own physical labour. Yes, our own labour”. (Halkin, 2018). (Schweid, 1984).

	***

	Let’s wrap this up…

	Labour Zionism promoted itself in a dazzling light. But its temple was built on hateful ground.

	It offered us the chance to reconnect with the soil – to become whole, running our fingers through the good earth of home. But why was this necessary? Because, it proclaimed, we were a bunch of dirty urbanites who practised unhealthy trades. We were “beggars”, “abnormal”, and the authors of “imbecilic, text-twiddling books”.

	This movement claimed that hard labour would set us free – turning us into muscular super-Jews, bronzed by the Mediterranean sun. But why was this necessary? Because, it claimed, we were a bunch of pale weaklings – an “invalid, an abnormality” – a “ghostlike apparition of a living corpse” – people who were “living like fleas”.

	The Labour Zionists predicted we’d go on to create an array of industries, which would take the world by storm. But why was this necessary? Because, they argued, we couldn’t work for regular firms without causing a commotion. We were “a parasitic people”, “unfruitful in all spheres”, and “a burden to the native citizens”.

	And they proclaimed we’d achieve these amazing things, by establishing our own enclave in the Middle East. But why was this necessary? Because, they declared, we were incapable of succeeding in Europe. We were a rabble of ghetto-loving misfits – a “strange and alien” people who “cannot be assimilated”.

	***

	It’s simply impossible to separate their positive objectives from their hateful premise: The Labour Zionists were arguing that Jews needed to be lifted up, because we were just so wretched and low.

	 

	THE REVISIONISTS’ IRON WALL OF JEW-HATE

	 

	Labour Zionism pushed a left-wing agenda. Its leaders would go on to form MAPAI, the party of David Ben-Gurion, which won Israel’s first five general elections.

	The Revisionists, meanwhile, were championing the cause from the right. Their disciples would go on to form Likud, the party of Benjamin Netanyahu, which has dominated the Israeli government in recent years.

	***

	The Revisionist movement was established by a round-jawed, bespectacled Russian named Vladimir or Ze’ev Jabotinsky. Born in Odessa, Jabotinsky enjoyed a comfortable upbringing in a secular, assimilated, middle-class home. But he was radicalised as a teen, after experiencing the pogroms firsthand. Compelled to fight back, he co-founded the Jewish Self-Defence Organisation, took up arms, and did what he could to protect his Jewish neighbours.

	During the First World War, Jabotinsky helped to establish the Jewish Legion, which raised five battalions of Jewish volunteers. He went on to become an elected politician, sitting in the Yishuv’s Assembly of Representatives. He was a member of the Zionist Executive. And he co-founded the United Israel Appeal, a charity which remains active to this day. (Jabotinsky Institute, 2025).

	***

	But not everything was hunky-dory in Jabotinsky’s world…

	After being demobilised by the British Army, he was hauled up in front of a British military court, in Jerusalem, and convicted on charges of firearms possession.

	Feeling betrayed, Jabotinsky turned against the British – the people who’d just been granted a mandate to govern Palestine.

	This marked him out from the majority of his comrades, who were trying to schmooze the British – to engage them in acts of diplomacy, in the hope they might sanction a Zionist state.

	In time, Jabotinsky would formalise this split, by establishing the “Revisionist” cause. It took that name, because it sought to revise the Zionists’ strategy – to shift their efforts away from this kind of diplomacy, and towards armed struggle. (Schechtman, 1956).

	***

	Jabotinsky explained his “revisions” in his seminal essay, The Iron Wall:

	“We keep spoiling our own case by talking about ‘agreement’, which means telling the Mandatory (British) Government that the important thing is not the iron wall, but discussions. Empty rhetoric of this kind is dangerous. And that is why it is not only a pleasure but a duty to discredit it, and to demonstrate that it is both fantastic and dishonest”.

	Jabotinsky slammed his fellow Zionists, whom he dismissed as “peace-mongers” and “vegetarians”. Unlike them, he was unwilling to make any concessions – to acknowledge Britain’s quotas on Jewish immigration, accommodate the Palestinian Gentiles, or partition the land.

	Instead, he wished to form an “Iron Wall” of violence, which he believed would secure his “maximalist” goals – creating a Greater Israel, on both sides of the River Jordan:

	“It is utterly impossible to obtain the voluntary consent of the Palestine Arabs for converting ‘Palestine’ from an Arab country into a country with a Jewish majority… We cannot offer any adequate compensation to the Palestinian Arabs in return for Palestine… (So) Zionist colonisation must either stop, or else proceed regardless of the native population… behind an iron wall which the native population cannot breach”. (Jabotinsky, 1923).

	This was provocative, to say the least. Jabotinsky acknowledged it’d inspire a backlash, and that Jews would be killed in the crossfire. But he was prepared to sacrifice their lives, as we shall see in Chapter Three.

	And let’s make no bones about it. Jabotinsky meant what he said. He was one of the Zionists who co-founded the Haganah, the Zionists’ largest pre-state militia. He and his disciples also formed their own guerrilla bands: The Irgun and the Lehi.

	Between them, these three forces would go on to form the backbone of the Israeli army. 

	Without their acts of terror, there probably wouldn’t be an “Israel” today. (Jabotinsky Institute, 2025). (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1998).

	***

	So, why does Ze’ev Jabotinsky deserve a place among the pantheon of Zionist antisemites?

	Well, for a start, he was deliberately insulting the Jewish religion when he spoke of an iron “wall”. That word appears to have been lifted from the Babylonian Talmud, Ketubot 111a, which states:

	“Jews should not ascend to Eretz Yisrael as a wall, but little by little… (Jews) should not rebel against the rule of the nations of the world”.

	Every Zionist who makes Aliyah is in breach of this holy rule: They all seek to “ascend to Eretz Yisrael” – not as individual bricks, embarking on personal pilgrimages – but as part of a Zionist “wall”. They do this despite opposition from several “nations of the world”.

	But Jabotinsky was going further: He was using the very word, “wall”, which appears in one of our holiest texts. He was strengthening it, calling it an “iron” wall. And he was telling his followers to do the opposite of what was written: To ascend to Israel “behind an iron wall which the native population cannot breach”.

	While his peers were petitioning a few of “the nations of the world”, including the British – Jabotinsky was telling them to stop those discussions, take up arms and “rebel” – in direct contravention of this Jewish commandment.

	It was as though he was staring into the eyes of every religious Jew, raising his middle finger, and telling them all to swivel. (Wise, 2025).

	***

	In another essay, The Orient, Jabotinsky accused Jews of being “primitive” and “savage”.

	Why?

	Because religious Jewish women chose to “wear wigs”!

	He wrote: “Among us, in the lives of the Jews who hold to the archaic, many savage customs of real ‘orientalism’ have been preserved – (the) hatred of free legislation, religion’s involvement in life, women who wear wigs and to whom a man does not extend his hand… (We must) separate these primitive traditions and laws from our fundamental nature”. (Shilon, 2021).

	***

	Like his predecessors, Jabotinsky also declared that Jews were too pathetic to assimilate – writing this in his Letter on Autonomy:

	“It is inconceivable, from the physical point of view, that a Jew born to a family of pure Jewish blood can become adapted to the spiritual outlook of a German or a Frenchman. He may be wholly imbued with that German fluid, but the nucleus of his spiritual structure will always remain Jewish”.

	This led him to conclude: “We are in need of a territory of our own, where our people will constitute the overwhelming majority” – a place where we wouldn’t have to integrate with anyone who wasn’t Jewish.

	Jabotinsky even wanted to deny us our right to marry a Gentile, because he believed his state could only have “national integrity” if it maintained its “racial purity” – if we were only permitted to breed with other Jews. (Jabotinsky, 1904).

	He also sought to divide the Jewish masses – to prevent European Jews from marrying Jews from other regions: Writing in Jews and the East, he declared that he was unsure if those relationships would produce “a brilliant people or a dull race”.

	And he urged the European Jews to do whatever was necessary to maintain an ethnic majority in his “Jewish State”. (Giladi, 1990).

	This demand was underpinned by a belief that European Jews were worthier than other kinds of Jews – a mindset which would inspire a slew of atrocities, as we shall discover in Chapters Three, Four and Five.

	***

	But Jabotinsky didn’t only hate religious Jews, assimilated Jews, and non-European Jews.

	He hated Jews in general – calling us “a very bad people” – saying our “neighbours hate it and rightly so”. (Nedava, 1973).

	And he reserved a special kind of antipathy for the Diaspora Jews – calling us the Y-word, before demanding that we transform into entirely different people – writing this in Doctor Herzl:

	“Our starting point is to take the typical Yid of today and to imagine his diametrical opposite… Because the Yid is ugly, sickly and lacks decorum – we shall endow the ideal image of the Hebrew with masculine beauty. The Yid is trodden upon and easily frightened and, therefore, the Hebrew ought to be proud and independent. The Yid is despised by all and, therefore, the Hebrew ought to charm all. The Yid has accepted submission and, therefore, the Hebrew ought to learn how to command. The Yid wants to conceal his identity from strangers and, therefore, the Hebrew should look the world straight in the eye and declare: ‘I am a Hebrew!’” (Rothchild, 2019).

	Yeah, you read that correctly: The granddaddy of right-wing Zionism believed that Jews were “trodden upon”, “easily frightened”, “despised”, submissive, secretive, “ugly” and “sickly”.

	His Jew-hate was staring us in the face.

	 

	THEIR CONTEMPORARIES KNEW THAT ZIONISM WAS RIDDLED WITH JEW-HATE

	 

	Can you imagine what it must’ve been like to be a Jew, back in the late eighteen-hundreds – watching on, helpless, as this crazed new movement began to make waves?

	There you were, going about your merry way – striving and thriving, being a bit of an all-round mensch. And then these Zionists roll into town. They want to round you up – along with your extended family, your neighbours and your milkman – and transport you to a faraway land.

	And they’re hardly polite about it: They rage-bait, to grab the world’s attention – calling you a “shuttlecock”, “ridiculous” and “hateful”. They say you’re a “pious hypocrite” who’s “living the life of trodden-on worms”.

	That was hardly going to win them many friends.

	And indeed, the numbers tell a tale: In 1914, only four out of every thousand American Jews were subscription-paying members of the Zionist movement. The English Zionist Federation could only count on the support of four-thousand members. And the German branch reported that they had “to reckon not only with the indifference of extensive Jewish circles, but also with their hostility”. (Silverberg, 1972). (Cohen, 2016). (Polkehn, 1976).

	***

	The vast majority of Jews weren’t buying what the Zionists were selling, because it didn’t serve their interests: Why would they climb into bed with a bunch of people who were trying to dislodge them from the places they called home?

	The nineteenth-century Jews weren’t blind. They could see that Zionism was riddled with Judeophobia. And they weren’t afraid to say so.

	Karl Kraus was among their number.

	One of the most celebrated Jewish authors of his day, Kraus was nominated for the Nobel Prize on no fewer than three occasions. He was known for his sharp wit and his scathing social critiques.

	In 1898, he released A Crown for Zion – recounting the time a Zionist agent had asked him for a donation:

	“(That man goes) around with a tear-off pad, and wants to become the finance minister of the Jewish State, by spreading as many of those little yellow patches as possible… (The ones) that entitle (Jews) to enter the new ghetto”.

	Kraus name-checked Herzl’s essay, Mauschel, before referring to the Zionists as “Jewish anti-Semites” – people who cried “out with the Jews” with a “fervour never heard among the Aryan anti-Semites”. And he predicted that this “anti-Semitism, as preached by the Zionists”, would inspire Jew-hate to abound – just as Herzl had hoped.

	Hence, he mocked the agent’s desire to raise money “for the mere expulsion of the Jews”, before warning his readers not to be seduced by Herzl’s phoney Eldorado:

	“Shake the grouch from your foreheads and don’t let the Zionist promises of a better future make you sad. Do not look longingly towards the land to which they want to lead you”. (Kraus, 1898).

	***

	Kraus was only echoing what several rabbis had already said.

	In 1885, the Central Conference of American Rabbis – the umbrella organisation of Liberal and Reform Judaism in North America – had published its Pittsburgh Platform. It announced: “We consider ourselves no longer a nation, but a religious community, and therefore expect neither a return to Palestine… nor the restoration of any of the laws concerning the Jewish state”. (Wise, 1885).

	Those rabbis were attempting to challenge this idea, pushed by the Zionist movement, that Jews were traitors – that we were more loyal to the “Jewish State” than our own.

	And Reform rabbis repeated this message, twelve years later, when they declared: Zionist activities “do not benefit, but infinitely harm our Jewish brethren, where they are still persecuted, by confirming the assertion of their enemies that the Jews are foreigners… (even though) they are everywhere the most loyal and patriotic citizens”. (Stein, 1983).

	***

	This sentiment was echoed by Jacob Schiff, who was one of the most prominent Jewish figures in the States: He said he couldn’t “for a moment consider that one can be at the same time a true American and an adherent of the Zionist Movement”.

	The Alliance Israélite took a similar stance in France: They feared that Zionism might be used as a stick with which to attack the French Jews.

	The Central Union of German Citizens of the Jewish Faith also kept its distance, saying that Zionism “disclaimed the sense of German nationality”.

	Three-hundred prominent German Jews signed a public declaration, announcing: “It is essential, in the interests of Judaism, that a line be drawn between the German Jews and the Zionists”. (Stein, 1983).

	And when the Association of German Rabbis denounced the movement, on the eve of the first Zionist Congress, the uproar was so great, the Zionists were forced to move that event from Munich to Basel! (Hertzberg, 1960).

	***

	Other Jews opposed Zionism for religious reasons.

	Agudat Israel – an international organisation, which represents ultra-Orthodox Jews – accused the Zionist movement of degrading the Jewish faith:

	“Frankfurt, Berlin and Hamburg… Krakow, Warsaw and Lviv – and the rest of the Jewish communities in Eastern Europe… have suddenly become hornets’ nests of aggressive heresy and atheism; shaking the very foundations of traditional Judaism. Journals, books and pamphlets full of hatred for the Jewish way of life are cropping up everywhere, like mushrooms after the rain”.

	Yitzhak-Meir Levin, who was a signatory to Israel’s Declaration of Independence, wrote of the “antireligious, secular and nationalistic Zionism”, which he said was “destroying Judaism”, wreaking “destruction and havoc”. (Segev, 1986).

	And this sentiment was repeated by Rabbi Baruch Klein, over in the States: Klein derided the “antisemitic Zionists” – saying they were worse than the American Gentiles, who “do not reform our schools” or “ridicule Jews who go to Mikveh”. (Klein, 1918).

	***

	So we have this wide range of religious leaders, on both sides of the Atlantic, and they were all condemning the Zionist movement: Because it sought to destroy the Jewish Diaspora, because it gave rise to the belief that Jews were disloyal, and because it was an affront to the Jewish religion.

	***

	Secular Jews joined in with the chorus…

	The Bund, the Yiddish word for “federation” or “union”, was a socialist party and trade union. It ran summer camps, youth groups, women’s groups, sports teams and more.

	It was also distinctly anti-Zionist.

	In the words of Marek Edelman, a Bund commander: “The Bundists did not wait for the Messiah, nor did they think about migrating to Palestine. They wanted Poland to be a country of justice, socialism and equal rights”.

	And so the Bundists were everything the Zionists were not: While the Zionists were nationalistic, the Bundists were cosmopolitan. While the Zionists wanted the Jewish people to abandon their nations, the Bundists wanted to preserve our precious Diaspora. While the Zionists wished to create a Jew-only enclave, the Bundists wanted us to integrate – to participate in the class struggle alongside workers of every religion and ethnicity. While the Zionists portrayed Jews as eternal victims, the Bundists argued that we could resist almost any foe. And while the Zionists claimed that antisemitism was inevitable, and even a force for good – the Bundists said it was a scourge, which had to be exposed and destroyed. 

	And that, of course, meant challenging the Zionists’ own brand of anti-Jewish hate.

	This was the approach taken by Henryk Erlich, when he stood as a candidate in the 1936 Warsaw Elections: He accused the Zionists of aligning themselves with Poland’s biggest antisemites. (Levine, 2021). (Zimmerman, 2003).

	He also compared the Revisionists to the Nazis:

	“No, we are not a chosen people. Our nationalism (Zionism) is just as ugly, just as harmful, and has the same inclination to fascist debauchery as the nationalisms of all the other nations… Jabotinsky is nothing more than a small-scale Hitler, a fascist clown…. (His) brown-shirt soldiers are nothing more than a tragicomic caricature of Hitler’s… In Berlin, they have actually ‘bravely’ joined the lines of the real brown-shirt bandits”. (Erlich, 1933).

	***

	So, there we have it: Both religious and secular Jews were accusing Zionism of being antisemitic.

	It was hardly a secret: When you proclaim that Jews are “ugly, sickly and lack decorum”… Well, you can hardly deny that you’re a bigot.

	But what gets me, is the fundamental dishonesty of it all: The Zionists’ antisemitism was predicated on a bunch of outright whoppers…

	The likes of Herzl and Nordau must’ve known that Jews could assimilate, because they’d assimilated. They were educated folk, with acquaintances in several social circles.

	Nordau went on to champion something he called “Muscular Judaism”. And the Labour Zionists echoed his belief that hard labour would turn us into strong and brawny folk. But those guys must’ve known that Jews had won a disproportionate number of medals at the first modern Olympics, which were held around that time. If anything, you could argue that we were already producing more than our fair share of “muscular” men. (Dann, 2020).

	And Borochov claimed that Jewish jobseekers brought antisemitism upon themselves, because they competed with Gentiles for a fixed supply of jobs. But you don’t need to have a PhD in economics to know that the job supply is never fixed. When you increase a population, you increase consumer demand. Businesses have to recruit more workers to meet that demand. And of course, many Jews were entrepreneurs: They employed a load of Gentiles. Likewise, Herzl was lying when he said that non-Jews would’ve filled the positions, which would’ve been vacated when Jews moved to his Zionist State. In reality, many of those jobs would’ve simply disappeared.
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