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LANDON YANKED A single shopping cart from the chain in front of the grocery store and propped his list on the seat where his youngest, Jessie, would normally sit. He checked his watch. Thirty minutes until the nanny left his house, which left him twenty minutes to frantically shop for the weekend, two minutes to pay, two minutes to load up the car, and six minutes to drive home.

He lived fifteen minutes away.

Hurriedly, Landon threw his weight against the handle and careened the silver cart into the cool air of the store. The vegetables were in the middle of misting, and the hissing reminded Landon of the garter snake his son George insisted on keeping at the foot of his bed. He fed it a mixture of grasshoppers, earthworms, and minnows George set temporarily loose in the snake’s bathing pool. Just the thought made Landon’s stomach turn, and he vowed to cook a vegetarian dinner that night to make up for the snake’s carnivorous eating habits.
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