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            The book of Haggai contains four prophecies, all of them related to the rebuilding of the temple under Zerubbabel. God raises up Haggai and Zechariah to encourage the people to rebuild their house. In order to get a picture of the conditions of that period, see the early chapters of Ezra.

   God raised up Haggai and Zechariah to encourage the people to rebuild God's house. The early chapters of Ezra give the context in which this prophet acted. The book contains four prophecies related to the rebuilding of Zerubbabel's temple. In the first speech Haggai exhorts the people to proceed with the rebuilding of the temple; in the second, he consoles those who had seen the glory and magnificence of Solomon's temple; in the third; he announces the future blessing of God and the glory of the temple; and in the fourth he addresses Zerubbabel, son of David, and mentions to him the promise of the future messianic kingdom.  

 Why then did things go wrong for the Israelites? Because they were focused on building their own houses instead of building God's house (Hag 1:9). Therefore, Haggai urged them to consider the Lord's challenge: "Look at what is happening to you!" (Hag 1:5). Doing this now is just as important as it was then. Take time to evaluate your priorities and reflect on the changes you should make in your life goals. Are you aligning your priorities with God's? Is God's kingdom the top priority in your life or are there selfish goals that are crowding out God's destiny for your life? What is He saying to you through this book?
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Today we begin the study of a new book of the Bible. We also want to emphasize that this section of the Scriptures, which includes the books of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, constitutes the last stage of our journey through the Old Testament, in this extensive trip that we are making "through the Bible". So in this study we begin our analysis of the book of the prophet Haggai, another of the so-called "minor prophets", and not precisely because he is of lesser importance in the text of the Holy Scriptures. As we do in each case, at the beginning of our study we will comment on some aspects by way of introduction. In the first place, we will cite some details with respect to the

Writer

Here it is important to emphasize that it is important to treat historical books together with the prophetic books. There is a small group of books that for historical reasons appear together and they are Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther. They are the historical books, and should be studied together with the books of Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi, who were the prophets who preached and wrote to the remnant of the people who returned to the land of Israel. Haggai, the writer of this book, was mentioned in the book of Ezra 5:1 and 2, and in 6:14 as one of the prophets who encouraged the aforementioned remnant of Israelites who returned from captivity in Babylon to rebuild the temple, in spite of the difficulties they had to face on all sides, especially from the settlers of the area. From this and from the brief references that the author made about himself in this prophecy, four details of his ministry stand out:

(1) Haggai was a humble man who exalted the Lord. He adopted the same attitude as John the Baptist, summarized in the words of the latter when he said, speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ: "It is for Him to increase, and for me to decrease".

(2) He was God's messenger to that generation of Israelites: the phrase "thus saith the Lord" characterized his message.

(3) He not only rebuked the people but encouraged and stimulated them in an eloquent way.

(4) This prophet not only preached, but also put his message into practice.

The historical moment in which this work arose

Haggai began his book by saying In the second year of king Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, this word of the Lord was spoken. King Darius mentioned here began to reign in 521 B.C., completing the second year of his reign in about 520. The phrase in the second year of Darius has enabled historians to pinpoint the time of this prophet's performance in secular history. Interestingly, the prophets who prophesied after the captivity began to fix the dates of their respective prophecies in accordance with the reigns of the non-Jewish rulers. Those prophets who prophesied before the captivity always linked the dates of their writings with the kings of Judah, with the kings of Israel, or with the kings of both kingdoms. After the Babylonian captivity the situation changed because there were no kings in the northern kingdom, nor in the southern kingdom. So then, the prophet Haggai fixed the date of his prophecy according to the reign of a non-Jewish king. In this connection, let us remember that the Lord Jesus said in the Gospel of Luke 21:24, speaking of the inhabitants of Jerusalem: they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles (or non-Jews) until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. At the time Haggai lived, the "times of the Gentiles" had already begun. In fact, they began with the captivity of the southern kingdom (or Judah) under the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar. Since that time, the city of Jerusalem has been under the dominion of non-Jewish peoples, and the prophet Haggai assigned the date of his prophecy in accordance with these events. We will now say something about the

Subject

The theme of this book was the temple. The rebuilding and restoration of the temple was the supreme passion of this prophet. Not only did he rebuke the people for their delay in rebuilding the temple, but he also encouraged them and helped them as much as he could in this great undertaking. We will now examine another important aspect of this book:

The message

Haggai constantly referred to "the word of the Lord" as supreme authority. He willingly humbled himself so that the Lord might be exalted. His message was eminently practical. In this respect, Haggai's prophecy and the epistle of James have much in common. Both books place their emphasis on hard daily work. The do-nothing attitude is rooted in wickedness. So both books set the pattern of activity based on real life. In this way, work becomes the measure of life.

The prophet Zechariah, contemporary of Haggai, resembled a visionary who had his head in the clouds. But the pragmatic Haggai had both feet on the ground. However, the man of action and the dreamer had to walk together. Above this book should be placed the words of the first letter of the apostle Paul to the Corinthians 15:58, which reads as follows: Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. Next, considering this work from a general point of view, let us highlight some of the following

Key verses

The most significant verses of this work are:

Haggai 1:8. Go up to the mountain, bring timber, and build the house; I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, saith the Lord.

Haggai 1:14. Thus the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the rest of the people. They went and began to work in the house of the LORD of hosts, their God.

We will now present a General Outline of this book. Its length, or rather, its duration in time, according to the calendar, was three months and fourteen days. The work contains five messages, and each one was marked with a specific date. So the calendar offers us a clue to the understanding of its contents.

1. September 1, 520 B.C. Chapter 1:1-11.

AN APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE

(1) An accusation of conflict of interest. 1: 1-4.

(2) A call to examine their conduct. 1: 5-7

(3) A command to build the temple.1: 8-11.

September 24, 520 B.C. Chapter 1:12-15.

THE ANSWER TO THE CHALLENGE

(1) Construction of the temple; obedience of the people. 1:12.

(2) God's confirmation. 1:13-15

October 21, 520 B.C. Chapter 2:1—9

THE DISCOURAGEMENT OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD'S ENCOURAGEMENT

December 24, 520 B.C. Chapter 2:10-19

A REQUEST FROM THE LORD

THE EXPLANATION OF THE PRINCIPLE

December 24, 520. Chapter 2:20-23.

A REVELATION OF GOD'S PROGRAM

AN EXPECTATION FOR THE FUTURE

We hope that this General Outline will be helpful in understanding the general development of the subject in its different sections. Let us now consider the

Haggai 1

Summarizing what has been said so far, we have seen that Haggai was a prophet who performed his ministry to the remnant of the people of Judah who returned to Jerusalem after the 70-year captivity in Babylon. In the study of this prophecy, as well as in other books of the Old Testament that we have already studied, we see the importance of studying the historical books together with the prophetic books. There is a small group of books that should be considered together: Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther, for the historical record. And Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi for the prophetic section. In addition, the book of the prophet Daniel should probably be studied first. These books thus constitute a unit. First, we will consider the paragraph entitled

A challenge for the people

As we have already said, the prophets Haggai and Zechariah prophesied during the same period of time. And yet, their approach was totally different. Both presented a challenge and an encouragement for the returned remnant to rebuild the temple and later, the wall of Jerusalem. In the book of Ezra 5:1 and 2, we read the following: Haggai and Zechariah son of Iddo, both prophets, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, who was with them. Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jesus the son of Jozadak, and began to rebuild the house of God which was in Jerusalem; and with them were the prophets of God helping them. So, as we can see, Haggai and Zechariah were mentioned in the historical book of Ezra as the two prophets who encouraged the people to rebuild the house of God, a work in which they also helped. Also in the book of Ezra 6:14 we read the following: Thus the elders of the Jews built and prospered, according to the prophecy of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. So they built and finished the work, at the commandment of the God of Israel, and at the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. And now, returning to the book of Haggai, let us read verse 1 of this first chapter of his prophecy, which begins a paragraph entitled

An accusation of conflict of interest

"In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, in the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jozadak, the high priest, saying."

In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month. The prophet gave us the precise date of this prophecy, which was September 1, 520 BC, in the Jewish calendar. This book of the prophet Haggai makes it easier for us to understand it by commenting on those exact dates. As we mentioned in the introduction, the dates are related to the non-Jewish ruler named Darius. The dates were not related to the king of Israel or Judea because Haggai wrote them during "the time of the Gentiles" (or of the nations), which began with the Babylonian captivity and continues to this day. The Lord Jesus Christ said, centuries later, and speaking about the Israelites: "And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations; and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled".

Haggai continued and wrote: The word of the Lord came through Haggai the prophet. As we study this short book we will repeatedly come across this phrase that refers to the Word of God. Haggai clarified and explained that he was not communicating his own thoughts but announcing the Word of God to his people.

The word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel, son of Shealtiel. The name Zerubbabel means "sown in Babylon". Zerubbabel was born in captivity, in Babylon. His name was not Hebrew but pagan. He belonged to the lineage of David, the grandson of Jehoiachin (1 Chronicles 3:17, 19), and was appointed by Cyrus as governor of Judah (Ezra 5:14).

And Haggai continued: Son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and Joshua son of Jozadak, high priest. Jehozadak was the High Priest during the time of the Babylonian invasion (1 Chronicles 6:15). This priest was the most relevant religious character, and as we can observe, God sent his message first to the leaders, to the civil and religious rulers.

When the Israelites finally returned from captivity in Babylon to their own land, they returned with great enthusiasm, with great plans to rebuild the temple. But they encountered gigantic obstacles that required enormous efforts and sacrifices. After having suffered that time of deprivation, of arduous and hard work, the people began to feel very discouraged in trying to rebuild the temple. The difficulties increased and seemed insurmountable. Therefore, they began to analyze and rationalize their situation until they decided that it was not the time for rebuilding. In other words, the Jewish people tried to console themselves with the thought that because of the difficulties they were facing, it was evidently not God who wanted them to carry out this task. They had come to lay the foundations of the temple, but the opposition of the Samaritans was so strong that they simply stopped all the work with the excuse "well, the proper time has not yet come".
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Haggai 1:1-3
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Let us continue our reading with verse 2 of this first chapter of the book of the prophet Haggai:

"Thus hath the LORD of hosts spoken, saying, This people say, The time is not yet come, the time that the house of the LORD shall be rebuilt."

If you read the book of Nehemiah, you will see that when the Israelites were rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, they faced tremendous opposition. Well, they had the same kind of opposition when they were rebuilding the temple, to such an extent that the people came to think that this was not the right time or the right moment to undertake this great task.
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