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			ACCLAIM FOR DO SOMETHING

			Evangelism is the work of our Lord Jesus Christ; He entrusted His Church with the work of spreading the Gospel before ascending to Heaven. He said: 

			“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation.” 

			(Mark 16:15) 

			Why should we proclaim this message? How is evangelism carried out today? The answers to these questions are found in this book. 

			Furthermore, Munyamahoro Gilbert highlights where the message needs to be preached today more than ever. This is the primary mission of the Church and its divine purpose on earth. As you read this book, you will discover how to contribute to this mission so that the unsaved may receive eternal life, for everyone who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus will be saved. 

			“But how can they call on Him if they have not believed in Him? And how can they believe in Him if they have not heard of Him? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?” 

			(Romans 10:14) 

			For the unsaved to believe in the Lord Jesus, they must hear the good news. Evangelism must be carried out to bring them to understanding. This book explores everyone’s role in the evangelistic mission and much more. 

			~ John Sebaganwa.

			Do Something by Pastor Gilbert Munyamahoro is an inspiring narrative to those Christians who are inclined to obey the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ. His resilience is evident from being a survivor in the war torn DRC Congo, finding himself as a refugee for six years in Nairobi, Kenya to resettlement in Indiana, USA—Munyamahoro’s candle has not dwindled.

			His trip to Thailand and connection with global missionaries reignited the spark for a global missionary thrust to the frontiers, to which he is passionately inviting you to do something to save souls before it’s too late. 

			~ Dr. Peterson Njau Ngure
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			PREFACE

			 

			This book is written to ignite a passion for evangelism and encourage active participation in the Gospel. It is not just about my history of evangelism but also about sharing the fire that burns within me, so that you, too, may experience the glory of winning souls—an urgent mission that requires workers now, not in the future. 

			“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few. Therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into His harvest.” 

			(Matthew 9:37-38) 

			Evangelism is a shared responsibility. When supported by family and the Church, through prayer and resources, the mission becomes more effective. It is also vital to identify regions where evangelism is most needed. While some nations have many churches, others are dominated by mosques and idol worship, making it difficult to spread the Gospel. Yet, despite challenges, the Word must be preached. 

			Most importantly, evangelism prepares us for the return of Christ: 

			“And this Gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” 

			(Matthew 24:14) 

			Our salvation was made possible by those who preached to us. Now, it is our turn to carry the message of salvation to those still waiting.

		


		
			CHAPTER 1

			WHERE IT ALL STARTED

			This story began not in grandeur, but in the quiet hills of Mulenge, where a whisper of the Gospel reached one, then another, until my whole family was transformed. The courage of white missionaries who crossed cultures that lit the spark, but it was the family, once ignited, that kept the fire burning. One soul saved led to many, proving that when salvation starts at home, its impact can echo for generations.

			A. Gospel in Sub-Saharan Africa

			The Gospel spread to Sub-Saharan Africa through missionaries who sacrificed their lives, time, and wealth to bring the message of salvation. The early spread of Christianity into Africa was a fulfilment of God’s plan to reach all nations.

			“This mystery is that through the Gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.”

			 (Ephesians 3:6.)

			The Ethiopian eunuch, an African, was among the first converts to Christianity:

			“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture preached Jesus to him... And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptised him.”

			(Acts 8:35-38)

			The missionaries who later came from Europe continued this work, ensuring that the light of Christ reached Africa. According to Mission Legacies, edited by Gerald H. Anderson, John Philip of Scotland (1775–1851) was among the earliest to bring the Gospel to South Africa. Similarly, Samuel Ajayi Crowther (1807–1891), a Nigerian and former slave, became a pivotal figure in evangelising West Africa.

			David Livingstone (1813–1873) also played a significant role, travelling widely, mapping unexplored territories, and introducing Christianity across the continent, faithfully fulfilling Christ’s command to go to the ends of the earth (Matthew 28:19).

			B. Gospel in Mulenge (Congo)

			Lewi Pethrus (1884-1974), a pastor from Sweden, founded the Pentecostal churches in his country, inspired by the revival of the Church in the United States of America.

			In 1906 (Azusa Street), the Assemblies of God sent many missionaries to South America and Africa. Some of them arrived in Eastern Congo from Tanzania, bringing the Gospel to the people of South Kivu, including the Mulenge tribe.

			The Mulenge people, one of the tribes living in South Kivu province, received the Gospel in large numbers. Pastor Masomo Gabriel recounted that a missionary named Nyabuyange (from Sweden) informed them about priests in Lusenda, in the Fizi zone. These priests had introduced Christianity, but due to conflicts with the local people over farming disputes, the relationship deteriorated, and the priests left.

			Seeking a place to build, the missionaries went to Lemera, where the king of Bafuliru Mahina granted them land on a mountain to settle and carry out their evangelistic work. From Lemera, they expanded to Gasenga, Kiremba (Burundi), Katana, Chai near Bukavu, and later Gihundwe (Rwanda), during the Belgian colonial period.

			Pastor Mayshara Rurenza stated that the Gospel likely reached Uvira village between 1920 and 1921. By 1924, missionaries from Sweden had brought Christianity to Lemera. The first known Mulenge convert was Samuel Ntakandi, who was baptised in 1926 at the Mission Libre Sedoise in Lemera (Swedish free mission). After his baptism, Ntakandi became an evangelist, eventually reaching Burundi and serving as a pastor. In the 1940s, he preached the Gospel among the Mulenge people, extending his mission to Ruvumera, where my grandfather Rurenza lived.

			C. The Gospel in the Family of Rurenza Nicodemus
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						Rurenza Nicodemus 2nd from the left, with his wife Ziporah Kaje, and his brothers Vubi and Geparani Isaiah.

					

				

			

			Ntakandi arrived in Ruvumera/Gatobwe (Congo) and preached the good news. Only Rurenzas’ firstborn, Samuel Rwihaniza, received salvation in 1940. Samuel Rwihaniza Bugwejera, son of Rurenza Nicodemus and Kaje Zipora, was among the first converts in his lineage. Evangelism efforts continued, and in 1945, Pastor Samuel Rwihaniza attended a meeting in Lemera. However, he was not baptised immediately due to procedural requirements. Finally, in September 1950, he was baptised along with six others at Matongo near Gitibingi. 
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						Samuel Rwihaniza(left) the firstborn of Ruzenza. He is translating for pastor Poma in 1963   at Malanda, Itombwe, South Kivu, DRC.

					

				

			

			In 1951, a great revival occurred following a tragic lightning strike that killed people and animals in Matthew Mwungura’s homestead. Traditionally, a cleansing ritual was performed to appease the ancestors and gods of the land, but Matthew Mwungura, a new convert, refused to perform the ritual. The villagers expected doom on his family, and suddenly, they were perplexed when nothing happened, they yearned for the God of this man. Many people turned to Christianity. This marked a significant shift in belief, with many acknowledging the power of the Christian God.

			On 18 March 1951, a mass baptism was conducted at Kuwimbogo in Tulambo, where numerous individuals, including Petero Ruhamiriza, were baptised. The revival continued, and on 30 May 1951, more people, including Roda Nyabatware (wife of Pastor Samuel Bugwejera), Yoheri Rutijimirwa Muhasha, Yohana Kireta and Rakiri Nyarwangoko, were baptised. This period saw a remarkable transformation among the Mulenge people.

			In 1952, political tensions led to the displacement of people from Mibunda by a white colonial officer named Riga. The Rurenza family relocated to Bijombo. By 1953, Rurenza Nicodemus, his wife Sipora Kaje, and their son Paul Kazinguvu were baptised. The revival continued, with Onesimo Kagwebe and Elijah Malaika being baptised in 1957.

			The name Malaika was inspired by the 87th song of the Salvation Hymnal, which spoke of angels waiting in heaven.

			In 1944, at the Rurenza family home in Ruvumera, evangelists from the Bafuliro tribe sang a song with the phrase “Malaika wanangoja huko mbinguni” (Angels are waiting in heaven). When their son was born, they named him Malaika. The name, which means angel in Swahili, holds deep spiritual significance in the family. Malaika later married Kesiya Gikobwa in 1969, who had been baptised in Lemera in 1963. Together, they raised their children, myself included, in the Christian faith. I was baptised on 25 December 1990 in Gatanga.

			The daughters of Rurenza, Sofia Nyiragahumba and Sara Nyirabututsi, were also baptised and committed their lives to Jesus Christ.

			 Evangelism was not only carried out by missionaries but also within families. The Gospel spread from generation to generation, with baptism serving as a declaration of faith and a lifelong commitment to serve Christ. Through personal testimonies and family influence, entire households embraced Christianity, demonstrating that faith can be nurtured and strengthened within the family setting. It can start with you.

			Your family, country and the world are waiting. Will you be the voice that proclaims the truth?

			REFLECT

			
					The author describes how the Gospel spread through families in Mulenge. How can your families today be intentional about passing on their faith to future generations?

					What lessons can we learn from the revival sparked by Matthew Mwungura’s refusal to perform ancestral rituals?
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