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Venusia sprinted through the trees. She threw a backwards glance, expecting glowing, red eyes in the gloom any second. Her stomach heaved. The dark grey beast dispatched to recapture her couldn’t catch up – risking death had to mean something.

She tried to beat her wings again. They refused to move. A groan leaked from her. Her chest ached and her breath came in ragged spurts of not nearly enough air; faeries weren’t meant to run this long.

The tart tang of blood hit her nose, mixing with the spicy scent from the gum trees towering over her. The potent stench from the wound where her wings met her shoulders nearly knocked her to her knees. Only gut-churning fear kept her upright.
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