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            Welcome to my dirty brain.

-Sloane

      

    


The choir had gone home. The pews were empty.

And yet I lingered, wiping down the already-polished wood with the same care I had since I was twelve.

There was something sacred in staying behind. The silence after service always felt heavier than the sermon itself — like the walls held onto secrets the congregation never dared to speak aloud. I liked that. I liked pretending the church saw me.

Not the girl I pretended to be.

The one underneath.

I dipped the rag back into the bucket, watching the water ripple, catching glimpses of my reflection. Hair pulled into a low bun. Thin white cardigan over my sundress. Every inch of me said obedient, clean, God-fearing.
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