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​INTRODUCTION
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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics, and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book, the eighth volume in a series of nine, aims to take a look at some of those games, but only the ones that are of 15 moves or shorter. Of course, for a game to end within 15 moves, one of the players has to have made one or more serious mistakes. I have left out games where a piece is threatened, and the player forgot to move it, touched the wrong piece or such things. However, I have included games that include typical mistakes, even if they seem banal. 

As for the games, they are typically between players with a rating of at least 2350 and often well more than that, although I have made some exceptions when I found a game of particular interest or value; you will find several games played by players rated above 2600 in this book. Furthermore, I have included some older games, but where the players would most certainly have been rated above 2350 if rating had existed at that time. 

The openings covered in this volume are: 


	Scotch Game

	Italian Game & Evans Gambit

	Two Knights Defense

	Four Knights

	Ruy Lopez

	Petrov’s Defense – Russian Game

	Philidor’s Defense

	King’s Gambit

	Vienna Game & Bishop’s Opening

	Minor Openings: Centre Game and Others

	Minor Gambits: Latvian Gambit and Others



In opening encyclopedia terms, these openings have the Chess Informant Opening code of C20 through C99. There is a total of 189 main games, which makes this volume the biggest in the series.  

Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com

If you like to receive a weekly update with more miniatures, opening ideas, chess tactics, samples from upcoming books, discounts and much more - then sign up at www.winningquicklyatchess.com 

Good luck, and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

December 2017
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​CHAPTER ONE
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​Scotch Game & Gambit
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Game # 1

K.Kulaots (2531) – J.Geller (2417) C45

Moscow 2002

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Qh4 5.Nc3 Bc5?! 

5...Bb4 is the main line.

6.Be3! Nge7 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

Another option is 6...Nxd4 7.Bxd4 Bxd4 8.Qxd4 Qf6 (After 8...Nf6?? White wins with 9.g3 Qh5 10.e5 Qg4 11.Qe3 Kd8 12.Be2 and White is winning, Zuriel-Miserendino, Olivos 2002) 9.e5 Qb6 10.Qd2 (10.Qxb6!? axb6 11.Bc4 gives White a clear advantage) 10...Ne7 11.0–0–0 0–0 12.Qg5 Ng6 was played in Rodriguez Fernandez-San Claudio Gonzalez, Asturias 2000, and now 13.Bd3 would have been clearly better for White, e.g., 13...Qxf2 14.Rhf1 Qh4 15.Qxh4 Nxh4 16.g3 Ng6 17.Bxg6 hxg6 18.Nd5 b6 19.Rd4.

7.Nf3! Qh5 8.g4! Black loses a piece and therefore resigned. Interestingly, in a dozen games with the diagrammed position, only five players found White's correct 7th and 8th moves.

1–0

Game # 2

A.Averjanov (2417) – K.Bryzgalin (2396) C45

Serpukhov 2002

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Qh4 5.Nc3 Bb4 6.Be2 Qxe4 7.Ndb5 Bxc3+ 8.bxc3 Kd8 9.0–0 Nf6 10.Bf3 

The main lines are 10.Re1, 10.Be3 and 10.Bg5.

10...Qe5 11.Rb1 d6 12.Re1 Qf5 

[image: image]

What is White's best move?

13.Bb2?? 

White should have played 13.Nxd6!! cxd6 14.Qxd6+ Qd7 15.Qc5 Re8 16.Bf4 followed by Red1, winning Black's queen.

13...Qxb5 White resigned.

0–1

Game # 3

H.Kummerow (2296) – D.Sharma (2369) C45

Recklinghausen 2005

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Qh4 5.Nc3 Bb4 6.Be2 Qxe4 7.Ndb5 Bxc3+ 8.bxc3 Kd8 9.0–0 Nf6 10.Re1 Re8 11.Be3 

[image: image]

Why is 11...a6 now a mistake?

11...a6?? 

This blunder has been played in eight games in my database.

Black should play 11...d6, which is also the main line, and now: 

12.Rb1 Bd7 13.c4 Ne5 14.c5 Bc6 15.Bf1 Qg6 16.Nd4 Bd5 17.Bf4 and White has a strong initiative and clearly better chances, Vescovi-Rodriguez Vila, Sao Paulo 2005. 

12.c4 Bg4 13.Nxd6 cxd6 14.Qxd6+ Bd7 (14...Nd7!?) 15.Bd3 Qe5 (15...Qe7!?) 16.Bb6+ axb6 17.Rxe5 Rxe5 18.Qf8+ Ne8 19.Qxf7 with an interesting material imbalance and chances to both sides, Belikov-Kholmov, Moscow 1996.

12.Nd6! Black resigned! 

12.Nd6, and now: 

12...Qa4 13.Nxe8 Kxe8 14.Bg5 Kf8 15.Bd3 d6 16.Bxf6 gxf6 17.Qh5 and White is winning, Voigt-Euler, Wiesbaden 1997.

12...Qg6 13.Bd3 and Black resigned, 1–0, Kernazhitsky-Panchenko, Kyiv 1998. 

12...cxd6 13.Bf3 Qe6 14.Bb6+ White wins Black's queen.

1–0

Game # 4 

J.Nunez Vallina (2375) – C.Ferron Garcia (2345) C45

Abierto 1994

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Qh4 5.Qd3 Bc5 6.c3 Nf6 7.Nd2 Ng4 8.g3 Qf6 9.f3 Bxd4? 

This capture may look tempting for Black, but he is merely chasing a pipe dream. Instead 9...Nge5 10.Qe3 0–0 11.h3 d6 12.f4 Ng6 13.N2f3 Bd7 is pleasant for Black, Czegledi-Bernei, Hungary 1999.

10.cxd4 Nb4 11.Qc3 Ne3 

[image: image]

12.Kf2?? 

A horrendous blunder. Similarly so is 12.e5 Nbc2+ 13.Kf2 (or 13.Ke2 Qa6+ 14.Qd3 Nxf1) as played in Haecker-Kube, Germany 2007, where Black somehow managed to overlook that 13...Nd1+ 14.Kg2 Qb6 wins for Black, e.g., 15.Qc5 Qxc5 16.dxc5 Nde3+ 17.Kf2 Nxf1 18.Nxf1 Nxa1 19.Ne3 b6. 

12.Bd3! is White's best move, but after 12...Qxd4!?, White chose to resign, 0–1, in Gaboyan-Makarenko, Khanty-Mansiysk 2015, but, in fact, White is winning after 13.Ke2! because the knight on e3 is trapped! For instance, 13...Nec2 (or 13...c5 14.Bb1) 14.Bxc2 Qxc3 15.bxc3 Nxc2 16.Rb1 and Black can resign.

12...Nd1+ Ouch. White resigned.

0–1

Game # 5

S.Barbero (2344) – F.Cruz,F (2355) C45

Catalonian Team Ch (Barcelona) 2017

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nge7 5.Nc3 g6?? 

[image: image]

How should White best exploit this blunder by Black?

Or 5...Nxd4 6.Qxd4 Nc6 7.Qe3 Bb4 8.Bd2 0–0 9.0–0–0 d6 10.a3 Ba5 11.Qg3 f5 12.f4 fxe4 13.Nxe4 Bxd2+ 14.Rxd2 with somewhat better chances for White, Morozevich-Hjartarson, Berlin 2015.

6.Bg5! 

This bishop move is the only winning move, but one that has only been played in 20 of the more than 70 games with 5...g6 in my database.

6...Bg7 7.Nd5! 

Again, the only winning move. Rather surprisingly, the most commonly played move is 7.Nxc6 which at best offers White a small plus, e.g., 7...bxc6 8.Bc4 0–0 9.0–0 h6 10.Bh4 Rb8 11.Bb3 d6 12.f4 Kh7 13.f5 f6 14.fxg6+ Nxg6 15.Bg3 f5 with a small plus for White, although Black ended up winning the game, Adams-Landa, playchess.com INT 2006.

7...Bxd4 

The alternatives are: 

7...Nxd4 8.Bxe7 Qxe7 9.Nxe7 Kxe7 10.c3 Nc6 11.f4 d6 12.Bc4 Be6 13.Bd5 and White is obviously winning, Sax-Boguszlavszkij, Hungary 1996. 

7...f6 8.Nxf6+ Bxf6 9.Bxf6 Rf8 10.e5 d5 11.Bb5 Bd7 12.Bxc6 bxc6 13.0–0 c5 14.Nb3 c6 15.Nxc5 Qc7 16.Bxe7 Kxe7 17.Qd4 g5 18.e6 and Black resigned, Bogut-Buselic, Sv Filip i Jakov 2001.

8.Qxd4! Nxd4 9.Nf6+ Kf8 10.Bh6# A pattern worth remembering.

1–0

Game # 6

M.Paragua (2534) – A.Trifonov (2385) C45

Alushta 2004

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bc5 5.Nxc6 Qf6 6.Qd2 dxc6 7.Nc3 Be6 8.Na4 Rd8 9.Bd3 Bd4 10.0–0 Ne7 

Black has a couple of additional options: 

10...Qe7 11.Kh1 b5 12.Nc3 Nf6 13.Qe1 0–0 14.f4 Bc4 15.Bxc4 Bxc3 16.bxc3 bxc4 17.e5 Nd5 with chances to both sides, Nataf-Salgado Lopez, Saint-Quentin 2014. 

10...b5 11.Nc3 Ne7 12.a4 a6 13.axb5 (13.Qf4!? Qxf4 14.Bxf4 can also be considered) 13...axb5 14.Kh1 0–0 15.f4 Qh4 16.Ne2 Bb6 17.f5 Bc4 18.b3 Bxd3 19.cxd3 when White has the superior pawn structure and more active options, Ivanchuk-Amonatov, Odessa 2007.

11.c3

[image: image]

11...Bxf2+?? 

A strange blunder by a strong player who failed to account for the consequences of both possible recaptures.

The alternative is 11...b5 12.cxd4 Qxd4 13.Qc2 Qxa4 14.Qxa4 bxa4 15.Bc2 Bc4 16.Re1 Bb5 17.Be3 Nc8, and now: 

18.b3 axb3 19.Bxb3 Rd3 20.Rec1 Nb6 21.Bc2 Ra3 22.Bb3 f6 23.Rc3 with clearly better chances for White thanks to Black's poorly placed rook, Lautier-Turner, France 2000. 

18.Bc5 Nb6 19.Rad1 Rxd1 20.Rxd1 a6 21.f4 Nd7 22.Ba3 h5 23.Kf2 with somewhat better chances for White, Kasparov-Short, London 1993.

12.Rxf2! Black resigned. 1–0

Game # 7

L.Nisipeanu (2584) – V.Ivanchuk, (2702) C45

FIDE World Ch knock-out (rapid-play-off) (Las Vegas) 1999

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bc5 5.Nxc6 Qf6 6.Qd2 dxc6 7.Nc3 Qe7 8.Be2 

This move is quite rare. The normal moves are 8.Qg5, and 8.Bd3.

8...Nf6 9.0–0 Nxe4 10.Nxe4 Qxe4 11.Re1 0–0 12.Bd3 Qd5 13.b4 

[image: image]

13...Bxf2+?? 

A peculiar blunder undoubtedly caused by nerves in the tense situation surrounding the playoff games in the FIDE knock-out world championship.

Black should have played 13...Bd6 14.Bb2 Qh5 15.h3 Bxh3 16.gxh3 Qxh3 and here the game is scored as a win for Black in my database, 0–1, in the game Milligan-Ruben, Canada 2001, both very strong players. But White is not lost, e.g., 17.Be5 Qg4+ 18.Bg3 Bxg3 19.fxg3 Qxg3+ 20.Qg2 Qd6 when Black has four pawns for the bishop, but White is doing just fine.

14.Qxf2! Black resigned and was eliminated from the tournament.

1–0

Game # 8

T.Walter (2128) - Pirrot,D (2368) C45

Bad Wiessee 2016

––––––––

[image: ]


1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bc5 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.Bc4 d5 

[image: image]

Can you spot the point behind this move? If you can, then see if you can see why the idea doesn't work.

The main line is 6...Qh4, and now: 

7.Qf3 d5 8.Bd3 Nf6 9.Bf4 Bg4 10.Qg3 Qxg3 11.Bxg3 dxe4 12.Be2 Bxe2 13.Kxe2 0–0–0 with better chances for Black, Tomczak-Bindrich, Czechia 2010.

7.0–0 Nf6 8.g3 Qh3 9.Qf3 0–0 10.Nc3 d6 11.Qg2 Qh5 12.Be2 Bg4 13.Bxg4 Nxg4 14.Kh1 f5 and Black has the initiative, Plat-Navara, Brno 2013.

7.exd5 Bxf2+ 

This sacrifice is the tactical point behind Black's previous move. He should have played 7...Qe7+! 8.Be2 Bg4 9.Nc3 Nf6 10.Bg5 0–0 11.Bxf6 Qxf6 12.0–0 Bxe2 13.Qxe2 cxd5 when the chances are about even.

8.Kxf2 Qh4+ 9.g3 Qxc4 10.Re1+ Ne7 11.Nc3 Bg4 

Or 11...Qc5+ 12.Be3 Qd6 13.Bg5 and White is clearly better.

12.Qd2 cxd5 

Or 12...Rd8 13.Qg5 0–0, as played in Grechikhin-Karklins, Connecticut 2004, and now 14.Rxe7 cxd5 15.Bf4 would have been best, winning for White.

13.Qxd5 Black resigned. 1–0

Game # 9

A.Khasin – A.Lilienthal C45

Moscow Ch 1955

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bc5 5.Be3 Qf6 6.c3 Nge7 7.Bc4 Ne5 8.Be2 d5 9.0–0 h5 

[image: image]

Black plays aggressively, intending to throw ...Ng4 in White's face. How should White best meet this move?

In our next main game, we will discuss the main line 9...0–0 10.Nd2.

10.Nb5! Qb6 

Or 10...Bxe3 11.Nxc7+ Kf8 12.fxe3 Qg5 13.Nxa8 Ng4 14.Bxg4 hxg4 15.Qe1 and White is winning, Kotsur-Logunov, Krasnoyarsk 1998.

11.Bxc5 Qxc5 12.Qd4! The elegant refutation of Black's play. Black resigned as he cannot prevent material losses.

1–0

Game # 10

P.Jimenez Fraga (2383) – E.Espinosa Veloz (2395) C45

San Nicolas de Bari 2009

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bc5 5.Be3 Qf6 6.c3 Nge7 7.Bc4 Ne5 8.Be2 d5 9.Nd2 0–0 10.0–0 

[image: image]

Now Black played 10...Qh4, how should White best counter this move?

10...Qh4?? 

The main line is 10...Bb6 11.f4 N5c6 12.e5 Qh6 13.N2f3 Nxd4 14.cxd4 (or 14.Nxd4 Nf5 15.Bf2 Nxd4 16.Bxd4 c5 17.Be3 d4 18.Bd2 Bf5 19.Bf3 Rad8 and Black has already taken over the initiative, Li Chao-Torre, Manila 2008) 14...Nf5 15.Qc1 Nxe3 16.Qxe3 Bf5 17.Rad1 Rfe8 with fairly even chances; White has the better pawn structure and more space, and Black has the bishop pair, Antonio-Torre, Manila 2015.

11.N4f3! Black resigned as he can't protect the bishop on c5.

1–0

Game # 11

A.Kislinsky (2468) – N.Mikkelsen (2426) C45

St Petersburg Ch 2009

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bc5 5.Be3 Qf6 6.Nb5 

This aggressive move accepts a doubled e-pawn to get an open f-file and a strong initiative. Objectively speaking, this idea, while having been played more than a thousand times in my database, seems strategically suspect.

6...Bxe3 7.fxe3 Qe5?! 

This move is playing into White's hands. The best continuation for Black is 7...Qh4+ 8.g3 Qd8 9.Qg4 g6 10.Qf4 d6 11.Bc4 Ne5 12.0–0 Bh3! 13.Bxf7+ Kd7 14.N1c3 g5 15.Qxe5? (This queen sacrifice has been played several times, but Black can easily parry White's threats. The alternative is 15.Qf2 Nh6 16.Bb3 Rf8 17.Qxf8 Qxf8 18.Rxf8 Rxf8 19.Nd4 c5 with much better chances for Black, Sirin-Ozturk, Denizli 2013) 15...dxe5 16.Rad1+ Ke7 17.Nd5+ Kf8 18.Nbxc7 Kg7 19.g4 Bxg4 20.Nxa8 Nh6 and White resigned, 0–1, Wang Hao-Harikrishna, Taiyuan 2005. 

The other main lines are 7...Qd8, and 7...Kd8 both of which score rather well for White.

8.Nd2 

[image: image]

How should White best meet 8...a6?

8...a6?? 

Black has to play 8...Kd8 9.Bd3 Nh6 (Black may be able to improve with 9...Nf6 10.0–0 Re8 11.Nf3 Qc5 12.Qe1 d6 with slightly better chances for White) 10.0–0 b6 11.Qe1 f6 12.Nf3 Qe7 13.Nc3 Ne5 14.Nd5 and White has better chances, Predojevic-Tomashevsky,  Chalkidiki 2003.

9.Nf3! 

Game over! White is already winning.

9...axb5 10.Nxe5 Nxe5 11.Bxb5 Ne7 12.Bf1 and Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 12

S.Kristjansson (2476) – H.Stefansson (2585) C45

Reykjavik 2006

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bc5 5.Nb3 Bb6 6.Nc3 Qf6 7.Qe2 Nge7 8.Nd5 Nxd5 9.exd5+ Ne7 10.c4 

A better try for White is 10.h4 h6 11.a4 c6 12.a5 Bc7 13.Bg5 Qe5 14.Bxe7 Kxe7 15.Rh3 Qxe2+ 16.Bxe2 Re8 17.Re3+ Kf8 18.Rxe8+ Kxe8 and the chances were very close to even, Acs-Beliavsky, Paks 2008.

10...d6 11.g3 0–0 12.Bg2 

[image: image]

How should Black best continue?

12...Bg4! 13.Qc2 

The alternatives are not much better: 

13.Qxg4 Qxf2+ 14.Kd1 Qxg2 is, of course, a disaster for White. 

13.Qd2 Qe5+ 14.Kf1 a5 15.h3 Bf5 and Black is winning.

13...Nxd5! 14.0–0 

Or 14.cxd5 Rfe8+ 15.Be3 Bxe3 and now White has to castle to save himself since 16.fxe3? leads to mate after 16...Rxe3+ 17.Kd2 Qf2+ 18.Kc1 Re1+.

14...Nb4 And White resigned. This decision may seem a little premature but after 14...Nb4 15.Qc3 Qxc3 16.bxc3 Nd3 17.Bxb7 Rab8 18.Be4 Be2 19.Bxd3 Bxd3 Black has a large advantage.

0–1

Game # 13 

G.Pinter (2376) – T.Nixon (2226) C45

Millfield 2003

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.Nd2 Bc5 7.Bd3 d6 8.a4? 

[image: image]

White prepares to chase Black's bishop with 9.Nb3. How should Black best respond?

White should play 8.0–0 Ng4 9.Nf3 Qf6 10.Rb1 Ne5 11.Nxe5 Qxe5 as in Tompa-Acs, Hungary 2011, and now 12.Qf3 0–0 13.Bf4 promises White decent chances.

8...Ng4! 9.0–0? Qh4! 10.Nf3 Nxf2! This capture was the move White has overlooked, and therefore, he resigned. After 10...Nxf2 11.Nxh4 Nxd1+ 12.Kh1 Nf2+ Black wins the exchange with a decisive advantage.

0–1

Game # 14

J.C.Ruiz (2374) – A.Betaneli (2250) C45

Santa Clara 2014

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.e5 Ne4 7.Qf3 Ng5 8.Qg3 Be7 9.Bd3 0–0 10.0–0 d5 

Black has also tried 10...f5 11.Nc3 (11.Re1!?) 11...d5 12.exd6 cxd6 13.Re1 Ne6 14.Ne2 Bh4 15.Qf3 d5 with more or less even chances, Rytshagov-Norri, Finland 1996.

11.f4 Ne4 12.Bxe4 dxe4 

[image: image]

What happens if White plays 13.Be3?

13.Be3?? 

White has lost his sense of danger and completely misses Black's obvious counter. 

Instead: 

13.f5 Bh4 14.Qg4 Qd4+ 15.Kh1 Be7 (15...Bd8!?) 16.Bd2? (16.Qf4!?) 16...Rd8? (16...Qxb2! looks too dangerous for Black, but it is vastly better than the game continuation...) 17.Qg3 Qc4 18.Na3 Bxa3 19.Bh6 Bf8 20.Bxg7 Bxf5 21.Bxf8+ Bg6 22.Bh6 Qxc2 23.Qg5 f5 24.Qe7 Bf7 25.Qf6 and Black resigned, 1–0, Benko-Molnar, Budapest 1950.

13.Nc3 Bf5 14.Qe3 Qb8! 15.Qe2 Qb4 16.h3 Rad8 with chances to both sides.

13...Bh4 White resigned; the queen is trapped.

0–1

Game # 15

M.Heidrich (2415) – F.Jenni (2483) C45

German Bundesliga 2002

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.e5 Qe7 7.Qe2 Nd5 8.c4 Ba6 9.Nd2 Nb4 10.Nf3 c5 11.g3 
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