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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      Welcome to the September issue of Horror Monthly. This issue covers our reviews and updates from the past month, and we’ve got a fun batch once again.

      HIGHLIGHTS AND LOWLIGHTS

      Here’s what we each thought stood out this month:

      We completed our watch of the “new” Planet of the Apes series; we caught the first two last month, and the newest two this month. Love them or hate them, they’re all four of consistent quality. We watched a whole pile of 2025 releases, most of which were decent. And, of course, we have a whole stack of short films once again.
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        * * *

      

      Brian liked most of the 2025 releases this month, especially “Your Host,” “Pig Hill,” and “Dangerous Animals.” He thinks it’s a given that he liked both “Planet of the Apes” films we watched this time. Of the classic films, “The Colossus of New York” gave him a lot to think about, while “Day of the Dead” and “Spooks Run Wild” were more annoying than entertaining.

      He was disappointed in “28 Years Later,” mostly due to the many, many plot holes and things left unexplained. The sequels may correct some of that, but as a stand-alone film, it was pretty meh. The only 2025 he really didn’t care for was “Flesh of the Unforgiven,” which was just kinda awful from his point of view.

      With the short films, he loved “Lunch Ladies,” “The Bowl,” and “Inked” most of this collection. He didn’t quite understand “Lady Parts” or “The Sound of Blue, Green, and Red,” but they are really well made.
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        * * *

      

      Kevin- It was a really entertaining month for Kevin with the new movies “Pig Hill,” “Dangerous Animals,” “213 Bones,” “Borderline,” “Row,” and “Your Host” floating high on the list. He’d name “Abraham’s Boys A Dracula Story” as his favorite of the month because of how it stayed with him long after the viewing. 2024’s “I Don’t Understand You” was the most fun movie of the month. The Planet of the Apes movies were consistently entertaining. “Hellraiser: Judgement” was a pleasant surprise, being much better than some of the previous sequels.

      “28 Years Later” didn’t live up to the hype - he didn’t dislike it, but he didn’t enjoy it nearly as much as the first two movies in the series. “Day of the Dead” was a much more entertaining zombie flick. The shorts were all good this month, with “Lunch Ladies” and “Detox” being his favorites there. The only thing he actively disliked was “Spooks Run Wild,” which he thought was too dated and stale.

       

      Now, let’s take a more detailed look at all these and many others…

       

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CHECK OUT OUR HORROR BIOGRAPHIES!

          

        

      

    

    
      GENERAL NONFICTION

      
        
          	
        Oh, Say Can You See? A Brief History of the Star Spangled Banner
      

      	
        The Blair Witch: Lore and Legends
      

      	
        Halloween: A Guide to All 13 Films
      

      	
        Wildfires: What You Need to Know
      

      

      

      BIOGRAPHIES

      
        
          	
        H.P. Lovecraft: A Biography
      

      	
        Vincent Price:  A Biography
      

      	
        Peter Cushing:  A Biography
      

      	
        Lon Chaney Jr.:  A Biography
      

      	
        Bela Lugosi: A Biography
      

      	
        Boris Karloff:  A Biography
      

      	
        Christopher Lee: A Biography
      

      	
        Peter Lorre: A Biography
      

      	
        Lon Chaney: A Biography
      

      	
        Roger Corman: A Biography
      

      	
        Alfred Hitchcock: A Biography
      

      	
        Ed Gein: A Biography
      

      

      

      
        
        More coming soon— Check out HourLongPress.com for a full list of titles! Also, sign up for our once-a-week announcement list to be notified about our “Free Book Friday” releases!

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            MOVIE REVIEWS

          

        

      

    

    
    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            1941 SPOOKS RUN WILD

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          	
        Directed by:  Phil Rosen
      

      	
        Written by: Carl Foreman, Charles R. Marion, Jack Henley
      

      	
        Stars: Bela Lugosi, Leo Gorcey, Bobby Jordan
      

      	
        Run Time: 1 Hour, 5 Minutes
      

      	
        Watch it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jBfM31er-Lw
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      SPOILER-FREE JUDGMENT ZONE

      Despite the title, there is a complete lack of spooks. There are endless quips and zany adventures as the gang encounters Bela Lugosi and his sinister sidekick. It’s actually really dated in the humor and everything else about it, and it doesn’t hold up much for entertainment.

      SPOILERY SYNOPSIS

      Six “Boys” get arrested. “We’re going to camp, not reform school.” They’re loaded on a bus and taken to a small town in the mountains. Three of the boys plan a jailbreak for that night, but first, they go to the soda shop. They hear a radio announcement warning about “The Monster Killer” who’s left a trail of three inhuman murders. Muggs, Danny, and Glimpy brag about eating monsters for breakfast.

      Jeff and Linda are the “camp” chaperones, and they aren’t happy with the delinquents they’re stuck with. He’s studying to be a lawyer, and she’s a nurse. At the camp, night falls, and the boys hear howling outside. What if that killer guy is prowling around here?

      A creepy man and a dwarf arrive in town with two caskets. Nardo (Lugosi) and Luigi are moving into the Billings Estate, where no one’s lived in ten years. Dr. Von Grosch comes to town, he’s here to catch the monster killer. Von Grosch wants to keep his arrival secret.

      A man sees Nardo and Luigi in the woods and shoots at them, but they vanish. Muggs, Danny, and Glimpy sneak off into the woods.  They meet up with Scruno, Peewee, and Skinny out there. The man who shot at Nardo takes a shot at Peewee, but Peewee doesn’t vanish, he gets hit.

      Peewee is hurt, so they drag him up to the house on the hill, looking for help. Luigi answers the door. The house is full of cobwebs and all the usual haunted house paraphernalia. Inside, Nardo reads about the “Monster Killer” in the newspaper.

      Nardo looks Peewee over and offers to give him some medicine rather than call a doctor. Meanwhile, Jeff and Linda argue about whether or not it’s even worth looking for the six missing kids. Back in town, the mayor and sheriff talk about catching the killer, which isn’t going to be easy.

      Nardo shows the boys to rooms where they can spend the night while they wait for Peewee to recover. Scruno stays with Peewee to watch him, but Peewee looks dead. Peewee wakes up and walks out, looking like a zombie now. Muggs and the others come to the conclusion that Nardo is a vampire. Scruno tells the others about Peewee becoming a zombie; Nardo says he has no idea what happened to Peewee.

      Jeff goes to the sheriff and hears about Peewee getting shot and going to the old Billings house, where the killer is rumored to be staying.

      There are some hijinks as the boys explore the haunted house. There’s lots of running around, secret doors, and Bela Lugosi leering evilly.

      Outside, Dr. Von Grosch picks up Linda and heads up to the house.

      Nardo and Luigi encounter the Monster in the hallway. Nardo says the ghost has made a mistake and then falls down the stairs. The ghost is really three kids in a trench coat with a skull on top. They soon find Peewee back in his bed, feeling much better now.

      Dr. Von Grosch and Linda enter the house, and he suddenly turns creepy. Yes, he’s the killer, and has been all along.

      The police break in, and Muggs explains that Nardo’s really a good guy and they’ve all made friends. Nardo and Luigi are magicians, here to perfect their act. They all hear Linda screaming and run upstairs. The cops and Von Grosch shoot through a door, but then Muggs sneaks in through the skylight and distracts the killer while Linda lets in the good guys.

      After everything settles down, Nardo gives a magic show for the gang and makes Linda disappear. They all have a final laugh at Mugg’s expense.

      BRIAN’S COMMENTARY

      Some of the “boys” looked to be about thirty years old, but that’s still a common thing today. They were first advertised as the “Dead End Kids” in seven films, later the “East Side Kids” for 21 films, and eventually became “The Bowery Boys,” for 41 films. That’s a lot of movies for some guys who aren’t the least bit funny today.

      Lugosi and his “mini-me” sidekick are fun. Angelo Rossitto, as Luigi, doesn’t say anything here, but he played dwarves and midgets in over a hundred movies and TV shows over a very long career.

      We kept waiting for the spooks to run wild, or even walk slowly, but there were no spooks. It’s only an hour long, but it’s not funny, not scary, and not particularly entertaining.

      KEVIN’S COMMENTARY

      It’s pretty obvious the hijinks in this inspired “Scooby Doo” later on. It was short but still managed to drag and seem too long. The humor and script are very dated. It was kind of interesting in a historical archive sort of way, but that’s about it.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            1958 THE COLOSSUS OF NEW YORK

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          	
        Directed by: Eugene Lourie
      

      	
        Written by: Thelma Schnee, Willis Goldbeck
      

      	
        Stars: John Baragrey, Mala Powers, Otto Kruger
      

      	
        Run Time: 1 Hour, 10 Minutes
      

      	
        Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gTY2ArgHcg4
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      SPOILER-FREE JUDGMENT ZONE

      This was short and moved well through the story. It’s decently made all around, a fine example of 1950s technology gone amok, mad science, and a creature threatening the city - perhaps the whole world. It’s a fun watch.

      SPOILERY SYNOPSIS

      Two men watch a film about industrial machinery and equipment. The film talks about Dr. Spensser’s amazing innovations. The heat sensor was Jerry’s idea, and it’s the key to the whole thing. Jerry is set to win the International Peace Prize for his work. Jerry Spensser is some kind of supergenius who’s saving the world with food technology. He hopes that war might become obsolete. They all go to Stockholm to get the prize.

      On the family’s return, everyone talks about Jerry’s brilliance. His father, William, is a brain surgeon, and his brother, Henry, is an electronic and mechanical genius as well. The plane lands, and the whole family is there to greet Jerry. Billy’s toy plane blows into the street, and when Jerry runs after it, he’s run over by a truck. Jerry is killed on the spot.

      The ambulance takes the body to William’s lab instead of the morgue. William operates immediately, but Dr. John says Jerry was dead already, so why the operation? He comes out later and says he did all he could.

      There’s a funeral, and William storms out in the middle of it. He swears that Jerry’s brain was exceptional, a rare genius, but John talks about God’s greater purpose; this enrages the old man. They talk about brains; John believes that without a body, any brain, even a genius, would become monstrous.

      Henry, Jerry’s brother, likes Jerry’s widow and son. He and Anne talk about how weird William has been since the funeral. William calls Henry downstairs, as he’s got something to show him. It’s Jeremy’s brain in a jar! He’s got an electroencephalograph, and it shows that the brain is alive and sleeping. He asks it a question, and the brain wakes up and responds on an electronic typewriter.

      Yes, it’s Jeremy’s brain. William wants Henry to build a body for Jerry using his knowledge of automation. Very quickly, he assembles a huge robot body for the brain. They throw the switch, and Jeremy wakes up. When he sees himself in the mirror, he screams and passes out.

      Upstairs, Anne hears the scream and rushes in to see what’s up. Henry says the scream was William, who lost his temper over a failed experiment.

      Henry and William debate whether Jerry can ever be happy in that body, away from his wife and son. Henry thinks Jeremy will live in perpetual torment. William thinks he’ll be fine.

      The first thing Jeremy asks is for them to destroy him. He is convinced to stay alive and keep working on the condition that no one else is ever allowed to see him.

      Jeremy has a vision about a ship, The Viking, which crashes into another ship. His head starts sparking and shorting out, so William shuts him down for a rest. A bit later, they watch a news report about the ship crash, which actually happened. Somehow, Jerry now has ESP.

      Henry starts to pick on the machine man, who points out how strong he is. It’s the first anniversary of Jeremy’s death, and he’s gotten very snarky and sarcastic. Jeremy now has hypnotic eyes, and he uses them on William as he leaves the lab to visit his own grave.
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