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The very last thing I expected to find on my doorstep that gloomy autumn morning in October of 1933 was Lola Burns. 

I’d been after the milk since my maid, Maddie, had a head cold and was laid up in bed, and I was desperate for tea. But when I swung open the door, there she was—Lola, not Maddie—looking just as blonde and fabulous as she had in Los Angeles. 

I’d met Lola several months ago at her wedding to one of my Aunt Butty’s old friends. The poor man had promptly been murdered, and I’d found myself involved in the investigation. Something that was becoming an unfortunate habit of mine. Last I knew, Lola had taken up with her dashing young chauffeur, Sam.

She is, you see, an American film star. So naturally I’d never dreamed I’d find her standing on the stoop of my London townhouse, draped theatrically in a mink stole with a dramatic little red felt slouch hat pulled low over one eye. 

She tossed her golden locks and said, “Well, ain’tcha gonna ask me in?”

Lola may be an American movie star, but most of the time she sounds more like an American gun-moll. I half expected Al Capone to jump out of the shrubbery. 

“Er, yes. Come in, Lola. Nice to see you,” I said in that properly pleasant way that had been drilled into me since birth. 

Lola stepped into my foyer which was a neat little room edged on one side by a rather lovely staircase. There was lots of elegantly carved crown molding, a heavy crystal chandelier, and highly polished wood floors covered over in expensive Aubusson rugs. A neat little marble and mahogany Art Deco table held a vase of pink hot-house roses.

“Ain’t this fancy,” Lola said, peering around. “Must be nice, being a lady and all.”

My name is Ophelia, Lady Rample, and while I wasn’t born into wealth or a particularly high status, I married rather well. When my husband, Felix, left me for the great port and cigar party in the sky, he bequeathed me this townhouse, along with a property in France, and all his worldly goods save his title and a crumbling manor in the wilds of Yorkshire. Those had gone to his cousin, Binky. Binky still hasn’t forgiven me. I lose a great deal of sleep over it. That was sarcasm, for the uninitiated. 
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