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Jasper fully believes he’ll never take a bride, but when he wakes up next to Brianna – King Andryssi’s guardian – he learns that the two of them are not only dating but married. A drunken decision has led to something that Jasper isn’t feeling all that terrible about. A bride? He’s never seen himself as the marrying kind, but he could be. He could see himself doing this.

Brianna has a secret and it’s not exactly the kind of thing that lends itself to abrupt elopements. She’s certain that a hasty divorce is the best bet for moving forward with her life, but Jasper is so very different than she thinks he’s going to be. He’s kind, compassionate, and most of all, he’s protective. She needs that. She’s been on her own for as long as she can remember, but now...

Well, now she needs someone to love.

When a surprise battle takes them by surprise, Jasper and Brianna are forced to team up to save the king and queen of the planet. If they don’t, they’re going to lose everything – including each other.

Author’s note: this is a steamy alien bridal romance in the ALIENS OF MALUM series. While the book can be read on its own, it will best be enjoyed if you read the series in order.

Cover design by Kasmit Covers

www.kasmitcovers.com

For all of my readers who love Malum as much as I do.
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Brianna

Yesterday

There was an alien at the party.

There were always aliens at parties like these. People from other planets would come and make themselves comfortable in our spaces. They’d waltz in, acting like they owned the place, and they’d just live. Sometimes the parties could be wonderful and sometimes they were awful, but the aliens were always the same: abrupt, unpleasant.

Undesired.

Not this one, though.

The man who stood drinking a glass of petal juice across the room while making eye contact with me was different. I couldn’t really put it into words, but just the fact that he wasn’t scared of me, a warrior, spoke volumes. Most of the men I encountered were scared of a girl with muscle.

Most men were afraid of a woman who worked as a guardian for the king.

Not him.

Why not?

The party was in full swing. Everyone was celebrating the fact that Lion, one of the king’s other guardians, was getting married to the princess from Oceaile. It was all a very whirlwind sort of ordeal, and I didn’t know all of the details, but I knew that it was unexpected. It was something the king wasn’t sure what to think about.

And it was something that would hopefully unite our planets in some way. The world could be a very complicated place but finding out ways to live in peace with other planets could help everyone, in my opinion. A warrior from Malum marrying the Princess of Oceaile was going to be a great move politically. I hoped it would be a good move personally, too, for my friend. Lion deserved to feel happiness. He deserved to find someone who brought him joy.

Didn’t everyone?

Now, drowning in my own thoughts, I was busy staring at the stranger. I’d seen him around the castle over the last few days, but we’d never met. The man I was looking at wasn’t native to Oceaile. His big, scaly body was deep blue and green. He had no Oceailean tattoos, which meant he didn’t really belong on their planet, did he? He had only been there for a short time, I guessed, and he wasn’t married to someone from the planet.

Why does it matter if he’s married?

I shoved the thought out of my head. I wasn’t supposed to care about silly things like whether a certain man was married or not. That wasn’t any of my business. This particular gentleman certainly wasn’t any of my concern, and I’d do well to remember that. I had a whole planet to take care of - a whole kingdom to guard.

This man giving me attention was the last thing I needed to be worried about.

Then he set the drink down. 

At first, I thought he was going to turn and leave the party. It was late, after all, and we were all drunk. Lion was laughing and hugging Princess Asherah. She was going to be the queen soon, I knew. Lane and Andryssi were snuggling at the head table. The queen was drunk, but not as drunk as the king, and they were both chuckling at something funny no one else had noticed – some inside joke, perhaps. Alixei and his wife, April, were nowhere to be found. 

Suddenly, I felt very alone in this sea of people, and I was about to feel even more alone because my mystery obsession was about to leave. The man who had piqued my interest was going to be heading off for the night, and I’d honestly do well to follow suit.

Only, he didn’t leave the party.

And he didn’t stop looking at me.

The man walked toward me. No, walking wasn’t the right word. He didn’t seem to walk. It didn’t seem like he was gliding, either, or swaying. He was stalking me. He stalked across the room like a hunter looking for prey, and his eyes didn’t leave mine.

My entire mouth felt dry.

I hated it.

I loved it.

I was craving it.

A yearning started building deep within my body: something I hadn’t felt in a very long time. I wanted to be with this man. I wanted to see what his scales looked like when he didn’t have any clothes on. I wanted to see what they felt like beneath my tongue.

And I wanted him to touch me, too.

It had been some time – not an impossible amount of time, but some time still – since I’d been with another person. He could be the one to break my dry spell. We could use each other for the night, and we were both guardians, so I knew we’d both be good at it. Being a guardian was essentially a guarantee that the sex was going to be fantastic.

We were both muscular, fit, and strong. He could throw me onto the bed and I wouldn’t break. I could climb him like a monkey and I wouldn’t hurt him. We could do all of these things and more. We could do anything.

And then he reached me.

He stood there in front of me, just looking at me. He didn’t say anything for a long minute. Finally, he spoke.

“You’re a beautiful guardian.”

I bit my lip. What was I supposed to say to that?

“Thanks. You too.”

Instantly, I felt terrible. Had I really just said that? I’d gone fully awkward in this conversation. It was like I’d seen the words leaving my mouth in slow motion and had desperately tried to grasp them calling out no, come back.

It was no use. 

I’d said the words. I’d been awkward and strange, but the man didn’t leave. To my surprise, he didn’t even laugh. He just kept looking at me.

“Thank you.”

“You’re welcome.”

“I’m not often described as beautiful.”

“What are you described as?”

“Depends on who you’re asking.”

“Is that so?”

“If you ask my sister, she’d describe me as a bastard.”

Interesting. So, he had a sister. Was she younger? Older? As if reading my mind, his lip quirked.

“We’re twins.”

“Oh.”

“We’re not identical,” he added, as though that was a really important thing to share with me. I had figured as much, when he’d explained that he had a sister. Still, I bet they were close. Twins always were.

“I didn’t think you were identical,” I said slowly. Then, fumbling for what to say next, “so, what would the princess of your planet say?” 

“About me?”

I nodded. “About you being beautiful. You’re her guardian, right? I mean, you aren’t from Malum.”

No, this man didn’t have the purple-hued skin that would reveal he was a Malum citizen. He’d come here from Oceaile. The water planet. He was from a place where people could dive beneath the surface of the water and breathe. It was kind of incredible to think about, really. If someone had tattoos like Lion’s, they’d be able to breathe without even worrying about it. From the way I’d heard it described, it was like nothing you’d ever experienced before.

“I’m her guardian,” he said. “I’m not from Oceaile originally, but I’ve been there for a few years.” Interesting. He’d left his home planet to visit a new one and now he worked as a guardian, like me. Only, I’d always been on Malum. It was my home through-and-through, and although I’d traveled the universe over the years on work-related trips, I’d always come back. I couldn’t really imagine being anywhere else.

“Enough time to get to know your princess,” I pointed out. When you worked with someone, especially as their security personnel, you got to know them pretty deeply. There likely wasn’t much that this man didn’t know about the princess.

He smiled. “We’ve gotten to know each other, but I still don’t think she would call me beautiful. She would probably describe me as annoying.”

Strange.

Him?

I can’t picture him as annoying.

Well, maybe if he didn’t kiss me when I wanted one. Maybe if he didn’t feel like making out with me under the stars. Maybe then I’d feel annoyed.

Only, as I looked up at the big ol’ alien, I wondered if I was ever actually going to be bothered by him. Maybe this conversation would be the end of things.

Or maybe...

“Have a drink with me,” he murmured. It wasn’t really a command, but a request. He wanted this, but he wouldn’t push me. That should have been comforting, but it was a little irritating, too. I wanted him to force me. I wanted him to make me. I wanted him to take this decision from my hands so that I wouldn’t have to regret it later, but he wasn’t that kind of guy. He wasn’t going to take away my choices. He wasn’t going to be into this if I wasn’t.
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