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Setting
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The story begins in the front yard of Rondo’s house where he and his father sit near a huge fire made for mourners. It ends a few minutes later when Rondo confronts his father about the murders of his children and father-in-law in the guestroom. The rest of the story is told in flashbacks which move to different settings. First it moves back to Rondo’s childhood when his uncle had bought him a guitar. For no apparent reason, his father had been so angered by it that he had broken and burnt it. Then the story moves to the countryside where Rwafa and Mzamane had gone ostensibly to shoot ducks. There had been a confrontation between a white woman and a group of rowdy youths. The story moves in time to the day before the celebration of the birthdays of Rondo’s daughters when things go wrong and, apparently, the murders are planned. The story briefly moves to the past when Rondo was eight – to an incident where he had stolen mangoes from a neighbor’s garden. It finally comes back to the present as Rondo confronts his father in the guestroom and Mr. Rwafa commits suicide.
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Plot 
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As he and his father sit outside his house, Rondo flashes back at what he thinks happened to his daughters and his father-in-law when they met their death. His father tries to comfort him, telling him that it is better the deaths happened now, that he will remember his father and thank him later. His father goes to the house leaving Rondo musing about his wife and his journalist colleagues who mock him and see him as living in his father’s shadow. Selina, Rondo’s wife, comes and stands by him. She comforts him, telling him he hasn’t slept for a week. She tells him that she herself was able to sleep – thanks to Rondo’s mother – who she says is a great woman. Rondo counters what she thinks about his father but she doesn’t get his meaning. 

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
— 60\ > vl
(&) & &
and : & ::\oo‘::(*.(?’
Other Stories & '
...edited by Godwin Siundu A . o Q@Qe
/

>

JORGES P. LOPEZ





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





