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​Introduction
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This book, the third part of the Journey of Reflection series, invites readers to explore the fascinating world of animals mentioned in the Quran. Each creature, from bees and camels to spiders and mosquitoes, is highlighted for its unique role—whether in stories of the prophets, as a sign of God's wisdom, or as an example for reflection and learning. Through an alphabetical journey, the book explains why each animal is mentioned and offers a simplified scientific insight into these remarkable beings, blending spiritual understanding with natural wonder.
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​Getting Started with the Animal Kingdom
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In the following chapters, we will journey through the animal kingdom mentioned in the Quran. Each chapter focuses on one creature, exploring its story, significance, and the scientific wonders it embodies. Let us begin with one of the most remarkable insects—the ant.
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​Ant 
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In the Quran

The word "ant" is mentioned three times in the Holy Quran, all in a single verse within a surah named after it (Surah Al-Naml ):

The Quran tells us that Solomon was given a unique kingdom by God Almighty, which included soldiers of humans, jinn, and birds, all under his command.

In Surah An-Naml, God describes a situation in which Solomon, peace be upon him, set out with his army and when they approached the Valley of the Ants an ant warned its colleagues  to hide inside the colony so that they don’t get crushed by Solomon and his army

God Almighty describes what happened in verse 18 of Surah Al-Naml:

" Until, when they came upon the valley of the ants, an ant said, "O ants, enter your dwellings that you not be crushed by Solomon and his soldiers while they perceive not." (Sahih International, n.d., An-Naml: 18)

In this verse, the ant warned her people, issuing a direct order excusing Solomon and his army for not being aware of the ants' presence.

Solomon, peace be upon him, understood the ant's words and smiled, laughing, appreciating her good behavior and noble intentions.

Biology and Behavior

Ants are classified under the Formicidae family. They live in virtually all terrestrial environments with the exception of Antarctica, Iceland, Greenland, some areas of Polynesia and several remote islands in the Indian and Atlantic Oceans. Ants are often very abundant in the areas where they are found.

Ants live in complex, cooperative colonies. Colonies are typically divided into functional "castes," including queens, males, and worker females. These castes operate with precise organization, making ants an example of natural social order.
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Ants communicate primarily through chemical signals known as pheromones, which are used for mapping paths to food sources, sounding alarms when threatened and coordinating collective defense responses. Some species even release propaganda pheromones to deceive enemy colonies and create chaos within them.

In addition to chemical communication, ants also produce stridulation sounds within the colony to coordinate tasks and activities.
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​Ape/Monkey


[image: ]




[image: ]

In the Quran

The words Qird (Monkey/Ape) and its plural Qiradah (Monkeys/Apes) appear in the Quran in the context of divine punishment that befell some of the Children of Israel when they disobeyed God’s command. This is mentioned in three places (Al-Maidah: 60), (Al-Baqarah: 2:65) and (Al-Araf: 166) for example Allah says:

“So when they were insolent about that which they had been forbidden, We said to them, ‘Be apes, despised.’” (Sahih International, n.d., Al-A'raf:166).

These verses refer to the story of the People of the Sabbath, inhabitants of a village overlooking the sea from the time of Prophet David (peace be upon him).
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The people of this village were from the Children of Israel, and Allah obligated them to honor the Sabbath. They were to make it a day of worship and rest, during which work and fishing were forbidden. However, the fish appeared to them in great numbers on Saturday, then disappeared on the other days without a trace.

Some of the people were patient, but one man was the first to disobey. He tied a string to the tail of a fish he had caught before sunset on Saturday and pulled it in after nightfall. When he did not receive any immediate punishment, he did it again, this time tying two fish together. The matter spread until they made basins on the shore. The fish would enter the basins on Friday or Saturday, and then the basins would be closed, and the fish would be caught on Sunday. The fishing became public, and fish were grilled and sold as if there had been no prohibition. 

The people of the village were divided into three groups.

The first group was wicked. They fished, ate, and sold openly, declaring their disobedience.

A forbidding group denounced, advised, and warned them of Allah’s wrath.

A silent group: They neither fished nor denounced.

When the disobedient group persisted in their public defiance, The forbidding group separated themselves from them by building a wall dividing the village into two sections, with two gates,  one for the believers and one for the sinners. 
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A queen and worker ant in a laboratory colony at The University of Texas
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Itis likely that the village ofPeopls of the Sabbath overlooked the shores of the Red Sea.
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