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This odd little tale first came to me after watch a marathon of anime. As a fantasy author I find inspiration in many things. Haven’t we all wished that we knew what trees where thinking?

She looked up and her eyes widened. Floating just above the peak was a total oddity. Encased inside a clear crystal sphere was a tree. From where she stood Alessa could just see the buds that covered the branches. The tree was majestic, the branches upswept and strong.

Without really realizing what she was doing, the young mountaineer scrambled up the slope. Something was calling to her. Pulling her upward

toward the tree in the glass ball. As her feet brought her to the top of the mountain, the sphere started to drop. As she reached out a hand, it stopped, a bare inch from touching ground. Her fingers brushed the crystal and a chime filled the air about her. "Whoa," she thought. "That was beautiful."

"Enter," a soft voice filled her mind.

Alessa spun about and saw there was no one around her at all. She had gone climbing alone, mostly because she wanted to be, alone. Her climbing partner was most likely just waking now, down the mountain and wondering where she was. "Who?"

"Come forward, seeker," the voice still came from inside her. She shook her head, trying to clear it out. Once more the voice spoke and this time she shrugged and took a step forward. 

Surprised, she found herself sliding through the crystal. "That was strange."

"Greetings, seeker." The voice was now outside of her. It seemed to come from the air about her. 

Alessa looked about and reached out. She gently lay her fingers on the tree's bark and walked about it. The bark felt very alive. She could almost feel the sap running inside of it. "Are you talking, tree?" She shook her head. "How could you be talking? You're just a tree."

"Am I now, seeker? Is anything just anything?"

Alessa pulled her hand back like she had been stung. "You are talking!" She started to walk backwards, trying to distance herself from the tree, but was stopped by something. Darting a look over her shoulder she saw that it was the crystal holding her in. "What is this?" She turned back and glared at the tree. "Was this some type of trap?"

"No, seeker. There is no trap here." As the voice spoke the globe started to lift up into the sky. "More a sanctuary."

Alessa watched silently as the ground dropped away from her feet. With a little whimper she sank down and curled up, her knees to her chest. "Where are you taking me?"
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