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The southeast wind along the Alabama and Mississippi Gulf Coast picked up slightly as a returning patron slipped into the front door of the Polka Dot Mermaid Restaurant to eat supper alone, again. Ms. Betty Brown continued walking through the main dining room until she reached the back of the restaurant and walked through what appeared to the uninitiated to be a cement vault. It had been an old storm shelter remodeled to fit the décor of the restaurant.

Miss Betty sat at one of four tables in the shelter, which the patrons and staff called the Florida Room.

The Room was made from an old WWII bomb shelter, which had managed to survive since its creation about 80 years ago. The room was 125, maybe 150 square feet at best, and was dimly lit. It was 100 yards from the crashing coastal waves to the south and was certainly no grand dining hall or anything remotely like that. Just a simple room with a few wobbly tables and chairs barely large enough for people to consume their large portions of deep-fried seafood and drinks without spilling too much onto the uncarpeted and uneven wooden floor. 
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