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Foreword
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In the fifteenth century four Amazon tribes are living in relative peace north of the Black Sea. There used to be eleven tribes, but due to decades of war between them, five of the tribes were totally destroyed. While this war was ongoing, male armies of tribes on the other side of the Haunted Forest marched through the forest and attacked the severely weakened Amazon tribes. The warring Amazon tribes agreed a truce and combined their forces to fight against the male armies, but years of war amongst each other have reduced their numbers significantly and the Amazons barely managed to beat the male armies. By the time the war against the male armies was over, two more Amazon tribes have been totally destroyed. The remaining four tribes had no choice but to discuss long-term peace. After long negotiations, it was decided to form a central council and that each tribe would have three seats on such council. The role of chairwomen would rotate between the tribes every two years. Each tribe would still be ruled by its own queen and the central council would only get involved with the facilitation of trade between the tribes, mediation when there are any disputes between the tribes and supervision of border patrols by warriors supplied by each tribe. Its final purpose would be to run a prison for men captured during wars or border patrols and to make these men available for breeding purposes. This arrangement had its fair share of problems as tribes were generally only satisfied with decisions that went their way. When a tribe felt that a decision went against them, they didn’t want to abide by the ruling and the tribes ended up on the verge of war many times during the last twenty-four years. The central council employees also increased a lot over the years and most tribes were unhappy with the increase in supplies they had to donate to the central council. Despite these setbacks, the truce between the tribes lasted, and they grew stronger when their numbers started to increase again.

The remaining tribes are the More, Hora, Lis and Richka tribes. The Amazon territory borders on the Black Sea to the south, the Dragon Mountains to the west and the Haunted Forest to the north and east. The More tribe's village is situated on the northern coastline of the Black Sea, which makes them the most southern tribe. The Hora tribe's village is situated north-west of the More tribe's village, close to the Dragon Mountains. The Richka tribe's village is north of the More tribe's village and is situated almost in the centre of the Amazon territory. The Lis tribe's village is situated North-east of the More tribe's village on the edge of the Haunted Forest. The central council's village is situated north-east of the More tribe's village and to the east of the Richka tribe's village.
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Chapter 1 – Friends Forever
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Lessja enjoys the cold seawater on her skin as she dives under another wave. Fight training has just finished and she and her training partner and best friend, Anna decided to come cool down in the cold water of the Black Sea. She sneaks up on Anna and dunks her head under the water before she dives under the next wave and swims away from Anna so that she cannot return the favour. Anna does not try to retaliate as Lessja’s trainer is still watching them and she does not want to get in trouble again. The two nineteen-year-old girls have been friends since they were toddlers, but their friendship has never been equal. Lessja is the third and youngest daughter of Edita, the queen of the More Tribe. She is used to getting her way as nobody, except her mother and sisters, dares to challenge her on anything. Her mother and sisters use their status to their benefit at every chance they get. They make sure that they get the best food and clothes and that the smith makes them the best weapons. Her sisters are twenty-one and twenty-three and therefore not allowed to sleep with men yet. Only women over the age of thirty are allowed to breed with men for the purpose of having children. Although her mother is no longer of child bearing age and therefore technically not allowed to sleep with men, she still picks the best men from the jail at the central council's village for her own bed. No young women dares to say no to Lessja’s sisters if they order them to share their beds and the two of them have an endless stream of sexy young women spending the night with them. Lessja does not often use her position to gain advantages, but she also does not decline gifts from women hoping for future favours. She also knows that her mother punishes anybody who she feels wronged her daughters and Lessja prefers to ignore this as it is easier not to deal with what she knows is wrong than to confront her mother. Anna has been punished many times through the years and most of the time the punishment was as a result of her getting the better of Lessja during a wrestling match or fistfight during training. Anna was supposed to push Lessja hard, but not to beat her. Unlike Lessja, Anna is the daughter of a working class woman and she would have followed her mother into her fishing business if she was not Lessja’s training partner. Her mother was Lessja’s wet-nurse and the two of them suckled on the same breasts as infants. Maybe this brought them closer to each other than they were supposed to be, or maybe it was fate that brought them together and bonded them as friends. Whatever the reason, they are close friends and both their mothers are uneasy with this friendship. Lessja’s mother is concerned that her daughter’s image may be tarnished by associating herself with a commoner. She decided to appoint Anna as her training partner to stop women from talking. Another option would have been to forbid the friendship, but she knows how stubborn Lessja is and she does not want to risk the possibility of her daughter openly disobeying her. Anna’s mother is concerned for the safety of her daughter. She is aware that her daughter has been punished many times on orders of the queen and she is scared that her daughter may inadvertently transgress a rule which may result in punishment leading to serious injury or even death. She had no choice though as going against the queens wishes would have dire consequences for her and her daughter. 

All women of the tribe are trained in wrestling, fighting and the use of weapons, mainly spears, swords and bows. The queen and her family are no exception and are trained by the best trainers, not only due to their status, but mainly because their survival depends on their fighting skills. If a dispute between two tribes cannot be resolved during mediation, the central council may, should they deem the dispute to be serious enough, order a decision by combat in which the queens and the two closest family members of each of them fight against each other in either armed or unarmed combat until all members of one family are dead. This is done to prevent wars between tribes breaking out as both queens will usually try to find a way not to put their families in danger. The queen and her family may also be challenged for their position by a family in the tribe. This very rarely happens as the elders of a tribe will only allow such a challenge when they believe that the current queen and her family are not acting in the best interest of the tribe and that the challenger and her family may be better suited for leading the tribe. Should the elders not approve a challenge, the queen is well within her rights to banish the challenger and her family from the tribe, or even to execute them. To avoid tribe members following the banished family, elders are generally willing to rule that execution is appropriate. Due to this, challenges have declined significantly over the past few decades and the ruling families have become complacent and most of them are no longer prioritising the wellbeing of their tribes. However, since the need to fight is always in Edita’s mind, she ensures that her family is always ready for a fight. She cannot allow any woman to believe that such woman and her family may have a good chance of beating her and her family in a fight, so she ensures that training partners are well picked and that they understand that they are not to beat any of her daughters in a match, or even dominate them during a match. Any transgressions of this rule are severely punished to ensure that the transgressor does not make her daughter look vulnerable again. 

Lessja is frustrated that her friend does not want to fight back. They had a strenuous training session and her body is tired, but the cold water refreshed her enough to be in the mood for some further wrestling. Lessja sometimes thinks that Anna is a bit of a baby for not wanting to fight when she is still in the mood for a fight. She dives under the water in Anna’s direction and grabs her legs, pushing Anna over. They both get up and Lessja grabs Anna around the neck and dunks her head under the water again. As Anna gets out of the water, she dunks her again and then she pushes her over. Anna feels bullied and wants to fight back, but she knows that she will get in trouble if she does. However, when she looks back at the beach and cannot see Lessja’s trainer anymore, so she goes against her better judgement and attacks Lessja. Grabbing Lessja around her upper body, she lifts her slightly and hip tosses her into the water, all the time holding on to her so that she falls on top of her. She pushes Lessja’s shoulders down, keeping her under the water for a few seconds. When she releases her, Lessja gets to her feet and puts her hands on her knees, coughing up water. Anna considers dunking her again, but she can see that Lessja really swallowed some water, so she gives her a chance to recover. A cold chill goes down her spine when she hears Lessja’s trainer shouting at her from the beach. She was sure the woman was not there and that her attack on Lessja would go unseen. Her mind goes blank for a few seconds as panic sets in. She can run, but the punishment will be a lot more severe if they catch her. Anna ignores the shouts and goes over to Lessja, trying to assist her by slapping her on the back. She hopes that this gesture will convince the trainer that they were just playing and that she accidentally dunked Lessja. However, she knows that even if the trainer views the dunking as accidental, she will still be punished. Lessja’s eyes are full of tears from coughing up water, but her face is full of joy and excitement. She got a reaction out of Anna and she can’t wait to resume the wrestling match. Fighting Anna has always been great fun, but she always feels that Anna is not giving her all during training fights. Feeling Anna’s strength and determination just now woke something up inside of her. She wants more of this, more of Anna trying her utmost to beat her. The thrill of a close fight is intoxicating and a feeling she has been searching for. Even before she has full control over the coughing, she turns around and grabs Anna, wrestling her down and dunking her again and she is immediately disappointed in the lack of effort on Anna’s part. Then she hears her trainer shouting as she storms into the sea in their direction. The woman grabs Anna around the neck and pulls her back towards the beach, ignoring Lessja’s requests to let Anna go. 

Not entirely to Lessja’s surprise, her mother decides to punish Anna by letting her fight against Ira, the tribe’s champion fighter. Lessja knows that is Ira is a much better fighter than Anna and that she will hurt Anna during their fight. She is dismayed when she is ordered to sit next to her mother to watch this fight as her mother believes that it is important for Lessja to learn that queens have to do whatever it takes to ensure that their rule is not challenged. Lessja takes her place and as the fight starts, she can see that Anna is totally outclassed. She watches as Anna gets beaten up badly by a much better fighter. Anna tries to fight back, but Ira is much better than the young woman and she does not hold back. The fight will continue until Edita is satisfied that she has made her point and Lessja is afraid for her friend as she can see that she is getting hurt badly. When her mother told her that Anna would be punished and that she would have to watch it, she tried to convince her mother that they were just enjoying themselves and that she wanted Anna to try to beat her when they fight. Her mother was adamant though that Anna should be punished as she cannot allow any of her daughters to look weak to the rest of the tribeswomen. Anna broke this rule and not for the first time. When they were younger, Anna picked up fighting skills much faster than Lessja and she had to be punished a few times before she realised that she was not supposed to beat Lessja at anything, but especially not during any kind of fight. The punishment she received then was mild, but enough to discourage her from breaking this rule again. The punishment today will be severe. Enough to make sure that Anna never transgresses any rules again, but also for Lessja to understand her position in life and that girls like Anna does not matter and that any of them can be replaced at any time. Lessja finds it difficult to keep on watching the fight, but she knows that looking away or closing her eyes would only prolong Anna’s punishment. Her mother will not stop the fight until she is satisfied that they both learned their lesson. Anna’s face is full of blood from cuts around her eyes and her lips and her nose being busted early in the fight. She barely has the strength to lift her arms, and she does not offer anything in offence anymore. Her defence is also almost completely non-existent, and she gets knocked down regularly, but is lifted to her feet by Lessja’s trainer, every time she goes down. She is not allowed any time to recover and when Lessja’s mother eventually stops the fight, Anna is severely injured and unable to get up. Lessja’s trainer drags her away and Lessja is ordered to go to her room and stay there until further notice. Her mother tells her over breakfast the next morning that Anna has died during the night. She says that it was not her intention for Anna to be killed, but that these things happen. Lessja is devastated. She loved Anna, and she has caused her death by pushing her to fight back. She hates her mother right now, and wishes that she could get her back for killing her best friend. She does not realise that her wish will soon be granted. When Tassja, Anna’s mother, is informed of her daughter’s death and the circumstances that led to it, she pleads with Svetlana to do something about it. Svetlana is a well respected woman and natural leader. Many women go to her for help if they are unable to solve their own issues. In her youth she was the tribe’s champion fighter for a long time, but age and the birth of three daughters have caught up with her and there are now many better fighters in the tribe. With age came wisdom though, and she is still well respected for her ability to defuse even the most heated disagreements through dialogue.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter 2 – The Challenge
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At first Svetlana is hesitant to take any action against the queen as she is well aware of the potential consequences. Should she challenge the queen and the elders do not allow the challenge, she and her daughters will either be executed or banished from the More Tribe. However, the queen has taken it too far this time. She has been punishing women for small transgressions for a long time and many women want her to go, but there has never been one incident serious enough to warrant a challenge. Killing a young girl for fighting with her lifelong friend is so extreme though that Svetlana is certain that the elders will at least consider a challenge seriously. The queen’s version is that Anna was trying to drown Lessja, but Svetlana is sure that this is not true. She has known both girls for all their lives and she knows that they were very close to each other and that neither of them would wilfully try to kill the other. It is feasible that they were wrestling and that the match may have gotten out of control, but definitely not to a point where they were trying to kill each other. Svetlana is convinced that the queen is no longer capable of effectively leading the tribe and that if she is allowed to continue, the More Tribe will slowly but surely become weaker and weaker and eventually fall by the wayside. Somebody has to save the tribe, but the question is whether she wants to risk her own life and the lives of her daughters for the good of the tribe. She is acutely aware that the tribe may turn against her in a heartbeat if they are not ready for a change. Further, even if the elders allow the challenge and she and her daughters defeat Edita and her two eldest daughters, she may still lose one or two of her daughters, or she may be killed herself. She asks Tassja to come back the next day so that she and her daughters may have some time to discuss whether they want to challenge Edita and her daughters. At dinner she brings up the subject. ‘You all heard that Anna has died due to punishment she received for fighting with the queen’s youngest daughter, Lessja. Her mother came to me today and asked for my help to get justice. I told her that I will give her an answer by tomorrow. I will only challenge the queen if we all agree to it though. Odds are against us should we decide to challenge her as the elders may decline our request and that will result in our banishment or execution. Should they allow it, we will fight them to the death and even if we win, one or two of us may lose our lives during the fight.’ 

She looks at her youngest daughter, Evgenia. ‘You will not fight, but you also have to agree, otherwise we will not challenge the queen. The rest of us will have our lives in our own hands, should the challenge be allowed. You will only be able to watch and should we lose the fight, the queen will definitely execute you.’ 

Irina is the oldest daughter and she answers first. ‘I vote for the challenge. Edita has been running wild for too long. She and her daughters have been taking whatever their hearts desire, without giving anything back to the tribe. Killing that young girl for no good reason is just typical of their mentality.’ 

Svetja, the middle daughter, nods her head. ‘I agree. They must be removed and we are the only ones who are willing and able to do it.’ 

Svetlana looks at Evgenia. ‘And you?’ 

‘I want to fight as well. Lessja is only a few months older than I am and I want to fight her.’ 

‘The elders won’t allow a fourth fight. It has been our custom for as long as anybody can remember that challenge fights are fought by three pairs of fighters. I don’t want any of you to fight, but the three of us have to if we want to remove the queen.’ 

Evgenia is not satisfied with this answer. ‘Just ask them. I want to be part of the fight as well. I don’t want to sit and watch how you fight. I want to kill that little bitch who had her friend killed because she beat her in a fight. She does not deserve to get away scot free as she played a major role in the killing of Anna.’ 

Svetlana considers this for a while. ‘I will ask the elders, but you have to accept that the chances are very slim that they will allow it.’ 

The next morning Svetlana visits the house of Rada, the chairwoman of the Committee of Elders. Her house is large and comfortable, but without any luxuries one may expect a woman of her standing to have. Rada was expecting a visit from Svetlana, but was hoping that she would not come. She sighs and motions to a chair. ‘Before you tell me anything, please listen carefully to what I have to say to you. Of the five members of the committee, two will do whatever the queen asks of them, two of us will do the right thing and one is generally very hesitant to make a decision which may result in significant changes in the tribe. If you ask me to set up a meeting for a challenge today, the committee may go against you and you know what the consequences of an unsuccessful request for a challenge will be. If you give me a week, I think I will be able to convince the undecided member to back your request.’ 

‘I understand the risk, but you know how most women in the tribe are. They are all talking about Anna’s death now, but in a week’s time it will be old news and nobody will care about it anymore. We have to do this now to ensure that the tribe and the other members of the committee are still upset enough to back us.’ 

‘Are you sure you want to do this today?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘I will call a meeting for this afternoon. Make sure you, your daughters and all your witnesses are available. I will make sure the queen and her daughters attend the meeting.’ 

‘I have two more questions. Do you think the committee will allow me to call Lessja as a witness?’ 

‘You can definitely call her as a witness, but do you think that's a good idea?’ 

‘Yes. I believe she is different from her mother and sisters and I think that she will tell the truth. After all, her best friend has been killed by her mother.’ 

‘I understand, what is your second question?’ 

‘Evgenia, my youngest, wants to fight as well. I promised her that I will ask the committee, but I do not want her or Lessja to be part of this. Will you make sure the committee does not approve this request?’ 

‘We apply the rules strictly. Only three fighters of each family will be allowed. There is no chance that the committee will allow another fight.’ 

Edita and her daughters arrive almost an hour late for the hearing, making everybody else wait for them. The queen is annoyed with the elders for disrupting her day by calling her to the hearing. She is sure that the elders will rule against the challenge and considers the hearing a waste of her time. When the elders informed her of the challenge hearing, she went over their version of what happened between Lessja and Anna with Lessja to ensure that she tells the committee that Anna attacked her and tried to drown her. Despite her daughter being upset with her, Edita knows that she will do what she was told and she does not even consider the possibility that Lessja may share the truth with the committee. Rada waits for the queen and her daughters to take their seats before she declares the hearing open. She explains to everybody present that Svetlana wants to challenge the queen for her position and that she has also requested that instead of three fighters per family, Evgenia and Lessja should also be allowed to fight. After making sure that everybody present understands the reasons for the hearing, she tells Svetlana to state her case. Svetlana calmly stands up. ‘We are here to challenge the queen for the seat as queen. She and her daughters have been abusing tribe members for a long time and are taking much more than their fair share without contributing anything to the tribe. What necessitated this challenge though is the killing of Anna. She was a friend of Lessja and the explanation for her punishment was that she attacked Lessja and tried to kill her. I find this explanation extremely unlikely. The two girls have been training partners and friends for a very long time and Anna had absolutely no reason to try to kill Lessja. As my first witness, I want to call Lessja.’ 

The queen did not expect this and jumps up. ‘She cannot call my daughter as a witness. She must bring her own witnesses.’ 

‘Lessja is the only woman who knows exactly what happened and I do not intend to waste the court’s time with witnesses who are only able to speculate about what really happened between Lessja and Anna.’ 

Rada thinks for a few seconds. ‘Any person may be called as a witness. Svetlana is allowed to call Lessja as a witness.’ 

Svetlana waits for Lessja to take the witness seat. ‘Lessja, why did Anna attack you?’ 

Lessja looks at her mother for a few seconds before she averts her eyes. ‘She did not. We were just wrestling in the water for fun.’ 

‘But she was punished for trying to kill you. Did she try to kill you?’ 

‘No, we were just having fun. I dunked her a few times, and she dunked me once. I swallowed some water and struggled for a while to clear my lungs. She assisted me by slapping me on my back. She never tried to kill me.’ 

Lessja glances at her mother and sees that her mother and sisters are glaring at her with hatred in their eyes. This makes her very nervous, and she looks down at the floor. Svetlana realises that Lessja is having a moment of panic and waits a bit before she carries on. ‘How was Anna punished?’ 

‘She had to fight Ira, the champion fighter, and she was not allowed to submit. She was beaten down time after time.’ 

‘Do you think she deserved this punishment?’ 

‘No.’ 

‘Do you think she deserved to die?’ 

‘No.’ 

When the queen gets her chance to question Lessja, she does not hold back. ‘Lessja, your trainer will testify that Anna held your head under the water to a point where you almost drowned. She will also testify that when you managed to get your head out of the water you called for her help and that she saved your life by pulling Anna away from you. How can you now testify that Anna was not trying to kill you?’ 

‘It is not true. She never tried to kill me.’ 

‘Did she push your head under the water?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘Did you swallow water as a result?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘Did your trainer pull her away from you?’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘How can you tell me that your trainer’s version is not true then? You just confirmed everything she said.’ 

‘We were playing and Anna tried to help me when I swallowed water. I never called the trainer and when she pulled Anna away, I was dunking her again. There was no threat to my life.’ 

‘You almost drowned and were probably in shock. I am sure that your trainer remembers better than you do. One more question. Did you try to stop the fight when Anna was punished?’ 

‘No.’ 

Svetlana could not find any other woman willing to testify about how the queen misuses her powers and she therefore cannot call any further witnesses. The queen calls the trainer, and she confirms everything the queen alleges happened. She also testifies that the fight between Anna and Ira was fair and that the fight was stopped when it was clear that Anna was beaten. She testifies that Anna’s death was an accident and that fights sometimes result in deaths. The trainer does not budge under cross examination. Rada knows that chances are slim that the committee will approve the challenge. She knows that two will definitely vote for the challenge and two will vote definitely against it and she is not convinced that the testimony heard by the committee was enough for the fifth member to vote for the challenge as well. Rada does not want this undecided member to make the first decision as she is afraid that she may be scared to vote for the challenge if she does not know what the other’s think. She knows that this elder is unlikely to make a decision that would finalise the vote so she decides to ask the two elders who will vote against the challenge first. They both vote against the challenge and their reasons are both the same. They believe that Anna tried to kill Lessja that her punishment was just and that her death was accidental. Rada asks the elder who she knows will vote for the challenge next. She votes for the challenge and her reasons are that she believes Lessja’s version as Lessja has nothing to gain by telling a lie. In fact, by telling her version she puts her own life on the line. A woman will only do that if she believes that it is the right thing to do. Rada asks the undecided elder next, and she hopes that her plan will work. The woman thinks for a while and then votes for the challenge, stating that she agrees that Lessja will not put her own life on the line for nothing and that she therefore believes that she told the truth. Relieved that her plan worked, Rada also votes for the challenge and announces that the fight is scheduled for sunset that evening in the beach pit. This gives the families about three hours to prepare for the fight. As requested by Svetlana, she also rules against a fourth pair of fighters as the rules do not allow for it. Lastly, she tells Evgenia and Lessja that they will be under her care until the fight is over and that they have a few minutes to spend time with their families before they have to leave with her. Evgenia hugs her mother and sisters and again tells them that she wishes that she could fight with them. Lessja does not go over to her family as she knows that she is no longer welcome. She also knows that no matter what happens in the fight tonight, she will probably be executed afterwards. 

By the time the sun starts to set, the pavilions of the oval fighting pit are filled to capacity. Rada is seated in the centre of the long side of the oval facing the setting sun. Evgenia and Lessja are sitting either side of her and the other four elders are sitting outside them. Torches around the oval are already burning and will provide light for the fighting area when the sun sets. Edita and her two oldest daughters are warming up to the right of Rada and Svetlana and her daughters to the left. All six fighters have already removed all their clothing as death matches are always fought in the nude. The three referees remain in the middle of the oval to ensure that no fighting starts before Rada indicates that the fight may start. The referees will also make sure that all fights remain one-on-one and that the first fighter to kill her opponent faces the first fighter of the opposition who gets a kill. The sun starts to kiss the horizon and slowly starts to melt into it in a spectacular display of red and yellow colours. Rada waits until the last edge of the sun disappears before she stands up. Without any fanfare she shouts ‘Fight!’ and the referees get out of the way as the two families rush towards each other. As per the rules, Svetlana and Edita face each other, while the two older daughters and the two younger daughters pair off for their fights. All three pairs start their fights with punches and kicks to try to injure their opponent as much as possible before going in for the kill. The fight between Svetlana and Edita is slower than the fights between the younger women, but they both manage to land hard punches and kicks. Evgenia is on the edge of her seat and she nervously tries to follow all three fights at the same time. Suddenly her middle sister goes down as the queen’s middle daughter catches her with a high kick. She tries to scramble back to her feet, but the queen’s daughter moves in fast and kicks her to the head again while she is still sitting on her haunches. This kick knocks her out and before she regains consciousness, the queen’s daughter manages to get her in a stranglehold from behind. When she regains consciousness, she struggles against the hold, but it is locked in too tight and she is unable to loosen it. As a desperate attempt to get her opponent off of her, she starts scratching her face, trying to claw at her eyes. However, the queen’s daughter buries her face into Svetja’s shoulder to protect her eyes. The scratching to her face draws blood, and she screams in pain, but the queen’s daughter does not release her grip until Svetja’s body goes limp. She keeps the grip locked in for a few more minutes until one of the referees confirms that Svetja is dead. The referee leads the queen’s daughter away, so that she is unable to get involved with the other fights. Evgenia is horrified by the death of her sister and tears start to roll down her cheek. Her other sister is landing a lot of punches and it looks to Evgenia if the queen’s oldest daughter is in trouble. She tries to protect herself, but many punches get through to her face and body. She is no longer throwing punches of her own and is instead trying to grab onto Irina to try to stop the punches. As she moves forward, Irina strikes out with her knee to her opponent’s crotch forcing her to bend over. Irina move closer and grabs her behind the head and strikes her in the face with her knee. The second strike knocks her out and Irina jumps on top of her, raining punch after punch to the head of her lifeless opponent. When a referee moves in to establish whether the queen’s daughter is still alive, Irina stops punching and looks down on the bloody mess that used to be her opponent’s face. The referee confirms that the queen’s oldest daughter is dead and the queen’s middle daughter is released to fight against Irina. Irina is exhausted from her fight and is soon in trouble. Her opponent has rested a bit and is faster than her and is landing a lot more punches than she is. Svetlana feels that she is getting the upper hand in her fight. The punches landed by Edita are getting weaker and are not really hurting her anymore and she can see in the queen’s eyes that she knows that she is losing the fight. To be fair to Edita, her eyes do not show any fear, but there is no spark left, and she looks like she has made peace with her fate. Svetlana hits Edita with a left hook and then a right elbow to the face, forcing the queen to take a few steps back. She rushes forward and lands another elbow to the queen’s face, knocking her down. Edita remains on her back and lifts her legs to protect herself, but Svetlana brushes her legs aside and dives on top of her. After grabbing the queen’s arms, Svetlana pins them to the ground. She releases one arm and punches Edita in the face. However, the queen covers her face before she can land another punch, so Svetlana leans forward and presses her forearm against the queen’s throat. Edita starts to punch her with her free hand, but the punches have very little effect. Svetlana leans further forward to ensure that more weight presses down on the queen’s throat and to stop attempts by the queen to turn her body to get away from the chokehold on her throat. Edita soon loses consciousness and is confirmed to be dead by a referee a few minutes later. Svetlana gets up just in time to see Irina losing consciousness as the queen’s daughter chokes her from behind. Her instincts are to help her daughter, but the rules only allow her to watch as her daughter slowly loses her life. When Irina is dead, Svetlana gets ready for her fight against the killer of both her daughters. The young woman is much faster than she is, so Svetlana decides on a defensive fight and to punish her opponent when she loses patience and makes a mistake. This tactic soon pays off as the queen’s daughter rushes forward to try to take Svetlana down. Svetlana plants her feet and unleashes a straight right which drops her opponent to the ground. She quickly grabs her from behind and applies the same chokehold that was applied on her daughters until the queen’s daughter passes out. When the referee declares her opponent dead, Svetlana releases her hold and gently lays the woman’s head on the ground. She does not feel good about killing such a young woman, but the rules forced her to fight her and to kill her. She is the new queen, but this is not a joyful day as she lost two of her daughters in the effort to remove Edita. Rada gets up and brings Evgenia and Lessja with her into the pit. Evgenia runs over and hugs her mother, still crying over her sisters’ deaths. Rada gives them a few moments before she announces that Svetlana has legally defeated Edita and that she is now the new queen. The spectators all cheer and clap their hands and Svetlana wonders how many of them were actually hoping for Edita and her family to win the fight. Rada waits until this dies down before she presents Lessja to Svetlana. ‘As the victor of the fight and our new queen, you have the right to do with her as you please.’ 
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