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"ABOUT TIME YOU SHOWED up." 

"Hey, I'm right on time!"

"Yea, but I needed to talk to someone hours ago."

"Oh, that research assignment..."

"Right. Why did I have to be assigned researching the Frump Presidency?"

"Wasn't it about the trend of older female candidates being elected?"

"Yea, frumpy ones. Not young, not necessarily married, preferably divorced after their hubby ran off with a younger woman, not particularly photogenic - Frumps."

"Is that your result after all your research? Older women make frumpy politicians?"

"Of course not. It's just a marketing angle I was working on. That's the key point all these women had in common. The ones who could claim they were victims of a womanizer got better poll results, especially after they could show that they ‘persisted and resisted’ and made their own way afterwards."

"Well, it seems a bit narrow..."

"Sorry, but the facts came out that way. Suddenly, we had only women running for office, and no younger ones. No one wanted to work for the good-looking ones, as it was an invitation to have harassment charges thrown at you."

"You can't be serious! That's a little over the top, isn't it?"

"That's what the research showed. OK, maybe the marketing needs to be massaged a bit. You have to admit that being a male became political dynamite in those early 2000 elections, particularly after 2020 or so."

"Because of all the harassment claims and publicity?"

"Exactly. Male celebrities and politicians were getting slammed all over the place. Meanwhile, media was under-reporting court cases about female teachers bedding their underage male students."

"Are you serious?"

"Sure, just check the Drudge archives. That and Blaze were showing those while everyone else was chasing the skirt chasers."

"How did that fit your research into female Presidents after 2020?"

"Polls were all over the place, and so were news reporting. Corporate news channels were reporting according to whoever was in charge of the newsrooms. And you started seeing a shift once the various complaints got rid of most of the male reporters and their complicit execs. Regardless of whether it was earned. Lots of conspiracy complaints were starting up as well. Railroaded, they were saying. So all these male reporters started freelancing. No one would hire them. Their solution was to start self-publishing expose pieces as books and on various social media like blogs. Some took to writing fiction. The funniest story was one who got rich writing romance novels about women being groped and harassed at work - the same thing that cost him his job."

"I heard about that one. Made millions off claims that were never proved."

"Yeah, never went to court, and no charges were filed. The guy's life was basically ruined over some unsubstantiated interview with a person who never showed her face on camera. Said she was trying to avoid reprisals and stalking. The guy was up against the company's public stock offering. Horrible timing. So instead of trying to get even, he did one better and sold millions of copies of his fiction series about a girl who went from the mail room to the board room, getting groped all the way to the top. Said he got the plots out of old Horatio Alger stories."

"Making silk out of a sow's ear."

"Hey, I gotta write that down. A bit crass always helps get the ratings up."

"That's not what I meant..."

"I know, I know. You would never say that out loud as people would say you were 'insensitive.'"

"...and that would wind me up needing 'sensitivity training' and go on my record when I just 'misspoke.'"

"The point of the research was that the elections in those years soon mirrored the media, what was left of it. Meetings had to be with several of each sex in the room, more to have witnesses than to get anything done."

"I remember a story about someone reviving the Victorian idea of 'chaperones'..."

"And the funny part is that these were usually older, frumpy women."

"Your frump concept showing up. Aren't you being a little insensitive again?"

"It's just a great way to get someone's attention: 'Meet the New President Frump.' Has a nice ring to it, since that election was so well known through history."

"Oh, now I see your point. That president had his own problem with untoward remarks. Tweets I think they used to call them."

"And thanks to some security contractor putting them onto Amazon web servers, we have billions of these things as research fodder for that era."
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