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INTRODUCTION
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Thanks for picking up this book. I sincerely hope you will enjoy reading the book as much as I have writing it.

We all dream of winning our games fast, using excellent opening preparation, flashy tactics, and then mate our opponents. However, it rarely goes like that. Usually, the games average around 40 moves, contain enough blunders on both sides to have both you and your opponent horrified after the game. However, what I have found is that many games, even amongst the strongest players, contain errors and mistakes, some quite significant ones, as soon as the players depart the theory that is known to them. 

This book, the seventh in a series of nine, aims to take a look at some of those games, but only the ones that are of 15 moves or shorter. Of course, for a game to end within 15 moves, one of the players has to have made one or more serious mistakes. I have left out games where a piece is threatened, and the player forgot to move it, touched the wrong piece or such things. However, I have included games that include typical mistakes, even if they seem banal. 

As for the games, they are typically between players with a rating of at least 2350 and often well more than that, although I have made some exceptions when I found a game of particular interest or value; you will find several games played by players rated above 2600 in this book. Furthermore, I have included some older games, but where the players would most certainly have been rated above 2350 if rating had existed at that time. 

The openings covered in this volume are: 


	Scandinavian Defense – The Center Counter

	Pirc Defense

	Modern Defense

	King’s Fianchetto – 1...g6

	Alekhine Defense 

	1...Nc6, 1...b6 & 1...a6



In opening encyclopedia terms, these openings have the Chess Informant Opening code of B00 through B09. There is a total of 115 main games, but with many more complete games in the notes.

As for the other openings covered under the “Semi-Open Game” label, volume 5 in this series covers the Anti-Sicilians, volume 6 covers the Open Sicilians, and finally, volume 9 covers the Caro-Kann & French Defenses.

Should you have any comments, corrections or compliments, please do not hesitate to send them to carstenchess@gmail.com

If you like to receive a weekly update with more miniatures, opening ideas, chess tactics, samples from upcoming books, discounts and much more - then sign up at www.winningquicklyatchess.com 

Good luck, and enjoy it!

Carsten Hansen

Bayonne, NJ

November 2017
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CHAPTER ONE
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​Scandinavian Defense – The Center Counter
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Game # 1

G.Gopal (2604) – R.Dableo (2464)

Olongapo City 2010

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 Bg4 6.h3 Bh5 7.g4 Bg6 8.Ne5 

[image: image]

8...c6?! 

The text move is considered inaccurate because it gives White more freedom to do what he wants, but giving the queen on d6 some space to retreat is also natural. The alternative is 8...Nbd7 and now: 

9.f4 e6 10.Bg2 (10.Qe2 0–0–0 11.Be3 Qb4 12.0–0–0 Nxe5 and draw agreed, ½–½, doesn't make us much wiser, but objectively speaking, Black is okay, Vuckovic-Spasov, Kragujevac 2015) 10...0–0–0 11.0–0 Nxe5 12.fxe5 Qb6 13.Ne2 Nd5 14.Kh1 Be7 15.a3 c5 16.c4 Nc7 17.b4!? with a sharp position where Black has to play very accurately to stay in the game,  Wan Yungao-Zhou Jinchao, Beijing 2017.

9.Nc4 Qe6+ 10.Ne3 h5 11.g5 Ne4 12.Bg2 Nb6 13.Qf3 Nd6 14.a4 a6 15.0–0 Qd7 16.a5 Nbc8 was Iordachescu-Tiviakov, Nakhchivan 2013, and now 17.Na4 is quite unpleasant for Black.

9.Bf4 Nxe5 10.dxe5 Qb4 11.Bd2 Ne4 12.Bg2 Nxd2 13.Qxd2 Rd8 14.Qe2 e6 15.0–0 c6 and Black already has the upper hand, Khalifman-Kovalenko, Jurmala 2012.

9.Nb5 Qb6 10.Nc4 Qc6 11.d5 Nxd5 12.Qxd5 Qxd5 13.Nxc7+ Kd8 14.Nxd5 Be4 15.Rh2 Bxd5 16.Bf4 Rc8 when Black has just about equalized, Edouard-Milanovic, Deizisau 2012.

9.Nxg6 hxg6 10.Bg2 c6 11.d5 (or 11.Qd3 e6 12.Bd2 Nb6 13.0–0–0 Nbd5 14.Ne2 b5 15.Kb1 Qc7 16.c4 bxc4 17.Qxc4 Rb8 18.Rc1 Ba3 19.Rc2 0–0 20.g5 Nh5 was Bologan-Kovalenko, Tallinn 2016, and now 21.Bxd5 exd5 22.Qa4 Qe7 23.Re1 would have been marginally better for White) 11...cxd5 (11...Nxd5 12.Nxd5 cxd5 13.Qxd5 Qxd5 14.Bxd5 Rb8 15.Bf4 e5 was played in Andrijevic-Scepanovic, Banja Junakovic 2007, and here White should have played 16.Bd2 Nb6 17.Bg2 with a small but clear advantage for White) 12.Nxd5 0–0–0 13.Bf4 Qa6 14.Qe2 Qxe2+ 15.Kxe2 Nxd5 16.Bxd5 e6 17.Bg2 Be7 18.Rad1 Nc5 19.b3 g5 20.Be3 and White is nurturing a small advantage, Degraeve-Bacrot, Saint-Quentin 2015.

9.Bg2 

White has two interesting alternatives: 

9.Bf4 Nd5 10.Nxg6 Qxg6 11.Nxd5 cxd5 (or 11...Qe4+ 12.Be3 Qxd5 13.Rg1 e6 14.a3 Nd7 and draw agreed, ½–½, in Stavrev-Vasilev, Sunny Beach 2013. but this is quite premature since 15.c4 Qa5+ 16.Qd2 Qxd2+ 17.Kxd2 leaves White with more space and the bishop pair) 12.Bg2 Nc6 13.Bxd5 Rd8 14.Bxc6+ Qxc6 15.0–0 Qe4 16.Be3 and White has an extra pawn, but Black has some compensation because of White's loose king position, Pihlajasalo-Karttunen, Finland 2015. 

9.h4 Nbd7 (Or 9...Nd5 10.Qe2 Nb4 11.Nxg6 hxg6 12.Ne4 Qc7 13.c4 Nd7 14.a3 Na6 15.c5 e6 16.Qf3 Be7, Krause-Aberbach Peltzman, LSS email 2013, and here 17.Bf4 Qa5+ 18.Bd2 Qc7 19.0–0–0 would have been clearly better for White) 10.Nxd7 Qxd7 11.h5 Be4 12.Nxe4 Nxe4 13.Bg2 Nf6 14.g5 Nd5 15.c4 (the c-pawn push is not strictly necessary, instead 15.Bd2, keeping c2–c4 in reserve is probably better) 15...Nb6 16.b3 (or 16.c5 Nd5 17.Bd2 e6 18.Qe2 and White has the upper hand) 16...e6 (16...Rd8!? improves) 17.Be3 Bb4+ 18.Kf1 Rd8 19.Qc2 and White has a clear advantage, E.Pinter-Todor, Slovakia 2001.

9...Nbd7 

Black has to challenge the knight on e5. For instance, 9...e6?? is refuted by 10.h4! Bxc2 (Or 10...h6 11.Nxg6 fxg6 12.Qd3 and Black's position is already terrible) 11.Qxc2 Qxd4 12.f4 Bb4 13.Bd2 Nbd7 14.Nxd7 Qxd7 15.g5 Nh5 16.0–0–0 Qc7 17.Nb5 Bxd2+ 18.Rxd2 Qxf4 19.Nd6+ Ke7 20.Rf1 and Black resigned, 1–0, Bromberger-Nagatz, (2276) Dresden 2007.

10.f4 

White has also tried 10.Bf4 Qb4 11.Nxg6 hxg6 12.Qd2 e6 13.0–0–0 Nd5 14.Ne4 Qxd2+ 15.Bxd2 b5 16.c3 Be7 17.Kc2 was played in Nurkiewicz-I.Rajlich, Piaseczno 2013, and now 17...N7b6 would have been pretty close to even.

10...e6 11.Nc4?! 

White can do better with the aggressive 11.h4, e.g., 11...h5 (or 11...h6 12.Nxg6 fxg6 13.g5 Nd5 14.Nxd5 exd5 15.Qe2+ Qe7 16.Bd2 with better chances for White) 12.g5 Nd5 13.Nxg6 fxg6 14.Qd3 Ne7 15.Ne4 Qc7 16.Qb3 Kf7?? 

[image: image]

(16...Nd5 17.Bd2 0–0–0 18.0–0–0 is clearly better for White) 17.Qxb7! Qxb7 18.Nd6+ Kg8 19.Nxb7 Nb6 20.Na5 Rc8 21.Bd2 Ned5 22.0–0–0 c5 23.Bh3 Black resigned, 1–0, Rodriguez Cespedes-Baron Isanta, Catalunya 2013.

11...Qc7 12.Qe2 

[image: image]

How should Black continue, 12...Nb6 or 12...0–0–0?

12...Nb6 

Black should have played 12...0–0–0 13.a4 Nb6 14.Ne5 Rxd4 15.a5 Nbd7 16.a6 Nxe5 17.axb7+ Qxb7 18.fxe5 Nd5 19.Nxd5 exd5 with chances to both sides.

13.Nxb6 Qxb6 Black resigned because after 13...Qxb6 White wins a piece with 14.f5. 1–0

Game # 2

J.Bellon Lopez (2350) – I.Biriescu (2390) 

Bucharest 1978

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.Bc4 Nc6 5.d4 Nf6 6.Nf3 Bg4 7.Be3 

[image: bellon-biriescu 1.png]

How should Black best continue?

White has tried several other things at this juncture: 

7.Bb5 Nd5 8.Qd3 Ndb4 9.Qe4 Bxf3 10.Bxc6+ bxc6 11.gxf3 e6 12.Bd2 Qa6 13.Ne2 Nd5 14.b3 Nf6 15.Qe3 0–0–0 16.c4 Nd7 17.Bc3 c5 and Black has equalized, Nakamura-Bauer, Le Port Marly 2009. 

7.d5 0–0–0 8.Bd2 Ne5 9.Bb3 Qa6 10.Qe2 Qxe2+ 11.Kxe2 a6 12.Bf4 Nxf3 13.gxf3 Bh5 14.Rhd1 h6 15.h4 g6 16.Rd3 Bg7 and Black is doing fine, Edouard-Hamdouchi, Sestao 2010. 

7.h3 Qh5 8.Be2 0–0–0 9.Bf4 Nxd4 10.Nxd4 Bxe2 11.Qxe2 Rxd4 12.Qxh5 Nxh5 13.Bxc7 e6 14.Be5 Rd7 15.Rd1 Nf6 16.Ke2 Bc5 with something near equality, Shetty-Sulskis, Dubai 2002.

7...e5! 

Black frequently plays 7...0–0–0 at this point and while good, it isn't as good as the move in our main game, although White has to be very careful not to lose awfully: 

––––––––
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8.Qd2? e5 9.d5 Bb4 and White is in fact already lost, which soon came to fruition: 10.0–0–0 Ne4 11.Qd3 Nxc3 12.bxc3 Bxc3 13.Kb1 e4 14.Qf1 exf3 15.gxf3 Qb4+ and White resigned, 0–1, Sebestyen-Jakobetz,  Hungary 2007.

8.Be2? e5 9.Bd2 Bxf3 (Black can do even better with 9...exd4! 10.Ne4 Bb4 and White is lost) 10.Bxf3 Nxd4 11.Be2 Qb6 12.Qc1 Bb4 13.Bd1 Bxc3 14.bxc3 Nf5 with a clear advantage for Black, Brineva-Maiorov,  Poltavskaya 2005.

8.h3!? is White's best chance: 8...Bxf3 9.Qxf3 e5 10.Qf5+ Kb8 (Black can play more accurately with 10...Rd7! 11.d5 Nd4 12.Qd3 Nxd5 13.Bxd5 Rxd5 and Black is clearly better) 11.0–0–0 Bb4 12.Ne2?? (Now White loses, he should have played 12.d5 Ne7 13.Qxe5 Rhe8 14.Bd4 Nexd5 15.Qf5 g6 16.Qg5 h6 17.Qg3 with equal chances) 12...exd4 13.Nxd4 Rxd4 14.Qxa5 Rxd1+ 15.Rxd1 Bxa5 16.Bxf7 Bb6 and White resigned, 0–1, Kopczynski-Tomczak,  Leba 2007.

8.h3? 

White's best move is 8.dxe5 Nxe5 9.Be2?! (White would be best served to play 9.Qd4 Nxc4 10.Qxc4 0–0–0 11.a3 when Black is only slightly better) 9...Rd8 10.Nd2 Bb4 11.h3 Bxc3 (or 11...Be6 12.0–0 0–0 13.Ncb1 Ng6 14.Qc1 Nh4 15.Nf3 Nxf3+ 16.Bxf3 Bd5 17.c3 Bd6 18.Nd2 h6 19.Re1 Rfe8 and Black is left with some initiative but not more than that, Fernandez Urrutia Polo-Ramiro Ovejero,  Zaragoza 1996) 12.bxc3 Bxe2 13.Qxe2 Qxc3 14.0–0 0–0 15.Bg5 Rfe8 and Black is a pawn up and has the initiative, Volkov-Gutkis, Krasnodar 2002.

8...Bxf3 9.Qxf3 exd4 

[image: bellon-biriescu 3.png]

Here White had calculated 10.0–0–0 dxc3 11.Bh6 gxh6 12.Qxf6 Rg8 13.Rhe1+ Be7 14.Qxf7#. What had he missed?

10.0–0–0 dxc3 11.Bh6 gxh6 12.h4 

Undoubtedly, to his horror, White discovered that 12.Qxf6 or 12.Rhe1+ Be7 13.Qxf6 both are met with ...Qg5+, exchanging the queens and leaving Black a piece up with a won position. The rest is desperation. 12.Qxf6

12...Be7 13.Rhe1 cxb2+ 14.Kb1 0–0 White resigned. 0–1

Game # 3

A.Cabanas Jimenez (2132) – F.Sanz Alonso (2414) 

Madrid 2000

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 a6 6.Be2 Nc6 7.Be3 Bf5 8.Qd2 0–0–0 9.a3 e5 

[image: image]

10.0–0–0 

White can also capture on e5, but Black doesn't have any problems here at all: 10.dxe5 Nxe5 (An interesting improvement/novelty is 10...Qe6!?, for instance, 11.Ng5 Qe8 12.Qc1 Nxe5 and Black has a good game) 11.0–0–0 Qxd2+ (11...Nxf3 12.Bxf3 Qxd2+ 13.Rxd2 Rxd2 14.Kxd2 Bd6 is completely equal and boring) 12.Nxd2 Neg4 13.Bd4 c5 14.Bxf6 Nxf6 15.f3 Be6?! (is Black is playing for a win then 15...Bd6 16.g3 h5 17.Bc4 h4 seems like better try) 16.Bc4! Bxc4 17.Nxc4 Be7 18.Rde1 Rde8 was played in Toczek-Gashimov, Warsaw 2005, and now 19.Re3 Rhf8 20.Nb6+ Kc7 21.Nbd5+ Nxd5 22.Nxd5+ Kd7 23.Nxe7 Rxe7 24.Rd1+ Ke8 25.Rc3 is somewhat better for White.

10...Ne4 

Or 10...exd4 11.Nxd4 Nxd4 12.Qxd4 Qxd4 13.Rxd4 Bd6 14.Bf3 Be5 15.Rxd8+ Rxd8 16.Ne2 Bg4 17.Bxg4+ Nxg4 18.Bc5 Bd6 19.Bxd6 Rxd6 20.f3 Ne3 and Black has the better chances thanks to her more active pieces, Havlikova-I.Rajlich, Erfurt 2012.

11.Nxe4 Bxe4 12.Nxe5 

White can do better with 12.dxe5 Qxd2+ 13.Rxd2 Rxd2 14.Bxd2, when 14...Bxf3 15.Bxf3 Nxe5 16.Bd5 f6 17.Re1 Bd6 18.f4 Ng6 19.g3 Ne7 20.Bf3 leads to an endgame where only White can be better, Chebotarev-Meshkov, Sochi 2004.

12...Nxe5 13.dxe5 Qxd2+ 14.Rxd2 Bxg2?? 

[image: image]

A horrendous blunder, but Black undoubtedly in his mind had exchanged on d2, but then forgetting to do so before capturing on g2. After 14...Rxd2 15.Kxd2 Bxg2 16.Bg4+ Kb8 17.Rd1 Bc6 18.Ke2 Be7, the chances are about even.

15.Bg4+ Black resigned as he loses pieces. 

1–0

Game # 4

V.Gashimov (2758) – V.Kramnik (2772) 

World Ch Blitz (Moscow) 2009

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 g6 6.Bg5 Bg7 7.Qd2 0–0 

A couple of alternatives are:  

7...h6 8.Bf4 Qd8 9.0–0–0 c6 10.Bc4 Nbd7 11.Rhe1 Nb6 12.Bb3 Nbd5 13.Nxd5 Nxd5 14.Be5 0–0 15.Bxg7 Kxg7 16.Ne5 a5 17.a3 with at best a small plus for White, Strikovic-Gashimov, Ourense 2009. 

7...Bf5 8.0–0–0 a6 9.Bf4 Qb6 10.Ne5 Ne4 11.Nxe4 Bxe4 12.f3 Bd5 13.c4 Be6 14.c5 Qa7 15.Bc4 Bxc4 16.Nxc4 and White has an obvious advantage; the black queen on a7 is far from ideally placed, T.Kosintseva-Stefanova, Gaziantep 2012.

8.0–0–0 a6 

Or 8...Bg4 9.Be2 c6 10.h3 Bxf3 11.Bxf3 Nbd7 12.Bf4 Qb4 13.a3 Qb6 14.Bh6 Rad8 15.Bxg7 Kxg7 16.Qf4 Rfe8 and White is marginally better, Grigoriants-Kruchev,  Voronezh 2014.

9.Bd3 

The best move and main line is 9.Bf4 Qd8 10.h4, and now: 

10...b5 11.h5 b4 12.Na4 Nxh5 13.Bh6 Qd6 14.Bxg7 Kxg7 15.Ne5 f6 16.Nc4 Qf4 17.Ne3 e5 was played in Yilmaz-Kurajica, Rijeka 2010, and now 18.Be2 exd4 19.Qxd4 Qxd4 20.Rxd4 and White is winning. 

10...Bg4 11.Be2 c5 12.h5 Bxh5 13.Bh6 Nc6 14.Bxg7 Kxg7 15.g4 Nxg4 16.d5 and White has strong compensation for the sacrificed pawns, Darini-Miroshnichenko, Guilan 2016.

9...Bg4 10.Ne4 Nxe4 11.Bxe4 Qe6 

[image: Gashimov-Kramnik.png]

Now White played 12.Qf4, calculating that 12...Bxf3 13.Qxf3 Qxa2 14.Bxe7, followed by Bxb7, will favor White. What did he miss?

12.Qf4 

If instead 12.Bxb7, then 12...Ra7 13.Qb4 Qxa2 14.Be4 Nd7 followed by ...Rb8 is very unpleasant for White.

12...Bxf3 13.Qxf3 Qxa2 14.Bxe7?? 

White should have played something like 14.c3 Nc6 15.h4 Rfd8, although Black in this position is doing rather well.

14...Bh6+! Ouch! The check costs White the queen. White resigned. 

0–1

Game # 5

R.Leyva (2415) – C.Matamoros Franco (2492) 

Varadero 2000

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 c6 5.Bc4 Bf5 6.Bd2 e6 7.g4 Bg6 

[image: image]

8.h4 

The alternative is 8.Qe2 Qd8 (or 8...Bb4 9.f4 Ne7 10.0–0–0 Nd7 11.a3 Bxc3 12.Bxc3 Qc7 13.Nh3 Nb6 14.d5 exd5 15.Bxg7 Rg8 16.Be5 Qd7 17.Bb3 and Black is in serious trouble, Lafarga Santorroman-Freydl, ICCF email 2005) 9.f4 Be7 10.0–0–0 Nf6 11.h4 h5 12.g5 Nd5 13.Nf3 Nd7 as played in A.Horvath-Seres, Balatonlelle 2006, and now 14.Bd3 Bxd3 15.Qxd3 g6 16.Rhe1 would leave White with a fairly clear advantage.

8...h5 9.d5 Qc5 

Or 9...Nf6? 10.Qe2? (White should have played 10.dxe6 Qe5+ 11.Nge2 fxe6 12.Bf4 (12.0–0! Nxg4 13.Nf4 with a clear advantage) 12...Qa5 13.Qd2 or) 10...Nxg4?? (Black immediately returns the favor; with 10...cxd5 11.Nxd5 Qc5 12.Bb4 Qc8 13.Nxf6+ gxf6 14.Bxf8 Kxf8 15.g5 Nc6 Black would have been okay) 11.f3 Nf6 12.dxe6 Bb4 13.exf7+ Kf8 14.Nh3 Nbd7 15.Ng5 b5 16.Ne6+ Ke7 17.Nf4+ Kd8 18.Nxg6, and Black resigned, 1–0, Neuman-Repkova,  Slovakia 2010.

10.Qe2 cxd5 11.Nxd5 hxg4?! 

Here Black should have played 11...Nd7 12.0–0–0 (12.Nf4 Ne7 13.Nxg6 Nxg6 14.gxh5 Nge5 15.Bb3 a5 16.a4 Nc6 with chances to both sides) 12...Bxc2?! (12...Rc8! 13.Ne3 hxg4 14.Bc3 Ngf6 is better for Black) 13.Kxc2 Rc8?? (13...b5! is still okay for Black) 14.Kb1 (Now White is winning) 14...Qxc4 15.Rc1 Qxd5 16.Rxc8+ Ke7 17.Rh3 Nc5 18.Bb4 b6 19.Rd3 Qh1 20.Rd1 hxg4 21.Qe5 Nh6 22.Rxc5 and with mate in a few moves looming, Black resigned, 1–0, Denny-Fierro Baquero, Bridgetown 2005.

12.Bf4 Nc6?? 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

This knight move loses on the spot. Instead, after 12...Be7 13.Nc7+ Kf8 14.Nxa8 Nc6 15.0–0–0 Nf6 16.Bd3 Black could at least have fought on even if he is clearly worse at this point.

13.Nc7+ Ke7 14.Nxe6! Black resigned. However, 14.Nxa8?? Nd4 is fine for Black. 1–0

Game # 6

S.Vajda (2285) – A.Skripchenko (2370) B01

World  Ch U20 Girls (Medellin) 1996

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Bd2 c6 6.Bc4 Bf5 7.Qf3 e6 

[image: image]

What is the most dangerous move for Black to meet?

Two other options for Black are: 

7...Bxc2 8.d5?! (White appears able to improve with 8.Nd5 Qd8 9.Nxf6+ gxf6 10.Rc1 Bg6 11.Ne2 Nd7 12.h4 with excellent compensation for the pawn) 8...Qc5 9.b3 Nbd7 10.dxc6 bxc6 11.Qe2 Qe5 12.Rc1 Bg6 13.Nf3 Qxe2+ 14.Bxe2 e6 and White has just about sufficient compensation for the sacrificed pawn, Maryasin-Bocharov,  Novosibirsk 2015. 

7...Bg4?! 8.Qf4 Qf5 9.Qe3 b5 10.Bb3 b4 11.Nce2 Bxe2 12.Nxe2 e6 13.Ng3 Qb5 14.c4 bxc3 15.bxc3 and White is clearly better, Hector-Westerinen,  Reykjavik 1997.

8.d5! 

White can also play 8.Nd5, and 8.Ne4, but neither move challenges Black too much. The text move is far trickier to face.

8...Bg4 

The alternatives are: 

8...Bb4 9.dxe6 Bxe6 10.Bxe6 fxe6 11.Qe2 0–0 12.Nf3 Re8 13.0–0 Qa6 14.Rfe1 Qxe2 15.Rxe2 with a positional advantage for White, S.Vajda-Podinic, Bucharest 2001. 

8...Qc5?! 9.dxe6 Bxe6 (9...fxe6 is marginally better but not by much) 10.Bxe6 Qe5+?! 11.Kf1 fxe6 12.Re1 Qd4? 13.Rxe6+ Kf7 14.Qe2 Nbd7 15.Nf3 Black is completely busted, the end came quickly... 15...Qg4 16.h3 Qf5 17.g4 Qxc2 18.Ng5+ Kg8 19.Rxf6 and Black resigned, 1–0, Repkova-Trtanj, Rijeka 2003. 

8...Be7 9.dxe6 Qe5+ 10.Qe2 Qxe2+ 11.Ngxe2 Bxe6 12.Bxe6 fxe6 13.0–0–0 Nbd7 14.f3 Kf7 15.Rhe1 Rhe8 16.Nf4 with a small positional plus for White, Chernov-Arbinger, Davos 2005.

9.Qf4 cxd5? 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

This loses. Instead, 9...Bb4 10.dxe6 (10.a3 exd5 11.Ba2 Be7 12.Ne4 Qb5 13.Nxf6+ Bxf6 14.Qxg4 Qxb2 15.Rd1 Nd7 (15...Qxa2?? 16.Qc8+ Bd8 17.Qxb7 loses) 16.Qe2+ Be7 17.Bb1 and Black has some but not full compensation for the piece) 10...fxe6 11.f3 Bf5 12.Nge2 Nd5 13.Bxd5 cxd5 14.a3 Nc6 15.Nd4 Nxd4 16.Qxd4 Bxc3 17.Bxc3 Qc7 18.0–0–0 0–0 and White has the better chances, Spiess-Schwarzmeier, Bayern 2006.

10.Bb5+! 

The alternatives are less impressive: 

10.Nb5? Bb4 11.c3 dxc4 12.Nc7+ Kd7 13.Nxa8 Bd6 14.Qxc4 Nc6 15.f3 Bf5 16.Qb3 Qa6 17.Ne2 Rxa8 18.0–0–0 Na5 19.Qa4+ b5 and White resigned, 0–1, Grove-Lindestrom, Esbjerg 2007. 

10.Ne4? Qb6 11.Nxf6+ gxf6 12.Qxf6 Rg8 13.Bb3 Nc6 and White is already in serious trouble, Nygren-Persson, Sweden 1999.

10.Nxd5!? Nxd5 11.Qxg4 Qc5 with just a small plus for White.

10...Kd8 

[image: image]

What is White's best move?

Or 10...Nc6 11.Bxc6+ bxc6 12.Ne4 Qb6 13.Nxf6+ gxf6 14.Qxg4 Qxb2 15.Rc1 and White is a piece up.

11.Nxd5! Black resigned. 1–0

Game # 7

M.Pavlovic (2549) – R.Vidonyak (2452)

Zuerich 2002

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 c6 6.Ne5 Be6 7.Bc4 Bxc4 8.Nxc4 Qd8 

8...Qa6 is looked at in the next main game.

9.Bg5 

The alternatives are: 

9.a4 e6 10.0–0 Be7 11.Bg5 0–0 12.Qd3 Na6 13.Rfd1 Nb4 14.Qe2 Qc7 15.Bh4 Rad8 16.Bg3 Qc8 17.a5 c5 and Black has equalized, Kojovic-Ostojic, Valjevo 2012. 

9.0–0 e6 10.Bg5 (10.Qe2 Be7 11.Rd1 0–0 12.a4 Nbd7 13.Rd3 Re8 14.Ne5 c5 15.dxc5 Qc8 16.Nxd7 Nxd7 17.Ne4 Nxc5 18.Rc3 b6 19.Nxc5 bxc5 when despite White's marginally better pawn structure, Black has equalized, Zapata-R.Gonzalez,  Miami 2007) 10...Be7 11.Bxf6 Bxf6 12.Ne4 Be7 13.c3 0–0 14.Qb3 Qc7 15.f4 Nd7 16.f5 exf5 17.Rxf5 g6 18.Rf3 Kg7 and Black's chances are not worse, A.Sokolov-Tomczak, Cappelle-la-Grande 2008.

9...Nd5? 

Black cannot afford to run around with his knight like this when none of his other pieces are developed.

The main line 9...e6 10.Bxf6 gxf6 (this is somewhat better than 10...Qxf6 11.0–0 Bb4 12.Ne4 Qf4? 

[image: image]

What is White's best move?

13.Ned6+ Bxd6 14.g3 Qf6 15.Nxd6+ and White is clearly better, Krejci-Konopka, Ostrava 2016, but 12...Qd8 is playable for Black) 11.0–0 Na6 12.Re1 Bg7 13.Qh5 0–0 14.Rad1 b5 15.Ne3 f5 16.Ne2 Qd6 17.c3 Nc7 18.Qh4 Kh8 when White at most has a small plus, Illescas Cordoba-Azmaiparashvili, Madrid 1996.

––––––––

[image: ]


10.Ne4 f6 11.Bh4 Nf4 12.0–0 Qd5 13.Re1 

[image: image]

13...f5 

Or 13...Kf7 14.Qf3 Ng6 15.Ne5+ and Black is busted, e.g., 15...Kg8 (15...Nxe5 16.dxe5 Kg8 17.exf6 exf6 18.Qg3) 16.c4 Nxe5 17.dxe5 Qf7 18.Rad1 and Black's position is complete disaster.

14.Ncd6+ 1–0

Game # 8

N.Grigore (2361) – M.Ionescu (2388) 

Bucharest 2004

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 c6 6.Ne5 Be6 7.Bc4 Bxc4 8.Nxc4 Qa6 
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This move looks like it is either absolutely clever or the pathway to trouble. In fact, it is neither! 

9.Qe2 Nbd7?? 

A horrific blunder. Instead Black should have played 9...e6 10.Bf4 Nd5 11.Bd6 Nxc3 12.bxc3 Nd7 13.Bxf8 Kxf8 14.Qd3 (or 14.Nd6 Qxe2+ 15.Kxe2 b6 16.a4 Ke7 17.Ne4 c5 when Black, if anything, is somewhat better, Belov-Krivoshey, Alushta 1999) 14...Ke7 15.a4 Nb6 16.Ne5 Qxd3 17.cxd3 Nd7 18.Nf3 Rhc8 19.Kd2 c5 20.Rhb1 Rc7 with more or less even chances, Topalov-Van Wely,  Monte Carlo 1997.

10.Nd6+ Black resigned. 1–0

Game # 9

J.Garcia Padron (2433) – S.Tatai (2351)

Las Palmas 2010

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 c6 5.Nf3 Nf6 6.Bc4 Bg4 7.h3 Bxf3 8.Qxf3 e6 

[image: image]

9.0–0 

Nowadays, 9.Bd2 is considered difficult for Black to meet and was tested in a game at the very top of the chess world: 9...Qc7 10.0–0–0 Nbd7 11.Ne4 Nxe4 12.Qxe4 Bd6 13.Kb1 Nf6 14.Qf3 0–0 15.Bd3 a5 16.h4 Nd5 17.h5 Rfd8 18.Qe4 Nf6 19.Qe2 Bf4 20.Bxf4 Qxf4, when the World Champion had just about equalized, Caruana-Carlsen, Stavanger 2015.

9...Nbd7 

The alternatives are: 

9...Be7 10.Ne2 (10.Ne4 Nxe4 11.Qxe4 Nd7 12.c3 Nf6 13.Qf3 0–0 14.Bd2 Rad8 15.Rad1 is a typical position that arises from the Scandinavian with ...Qa5, White has a small plus but Black is solid, Djukic-Savic, Cetinje 2012) 10...Nbd7 11.Bf4 Qb6 12.a4 a5 13.Qb3 0–0 14.Qxb6 Nxb6 15.Bb3 c5 16.dxc5 Bxc5 17.c3 Rfd8 18.Rad1 Ne4 and Black is close to having equalized, Narayanan-Sandipan, Mumbai 2016. 

9...Bd6?! 10.Ne4 Nxe4 11.Qxe4 0–0 12.Bd3 (White could have won a pawn with 12.Bxe6! Re8 13.Qf5 Qxf5 14.Bxf5 - remember this trick!) 12...g6 13.Bh6 and here a draw was agreed upon, ½–½, in Pavlov-Azaladze, Alushta 2012, even though it is clear that only White can be better.

10.Bb3 Bd6 

Or 10...Be7 11.Ne4 (11.Bd2 0–0 12.Rad1 Qh5 13.Qxh5 Nxh5 14.Ne4 Nhf6 15.Ng3 c5 and Black has equalized, Sie-Hoang, Vung Tau 2008) 11...0–0 12.c3 Rfe8 13.Bf4 Nxe4 14.Qxe4 Bf6 15.Rfe1 Qb6 16.Re2 g6 17.Bd6 Be7 18.Bxe7 Rxe7 19.Rae1 and White has a tiny plus, Senff-Mann, Germany 2007.

11.Ne4 

Also 11.Bd2 has been played, for instance, 11...Qc7 12.Ne4 Nxe4 13.Qxe4 0–0 14.c3 Rfe8 15.Bc2 Nf8 16.c4 Rad8 17.Bc3 Be7 18.Rfd1 is again somewhat better for White, who has more space and the bishop pair while Black is very solid, Oblitas Guerrero-Limp, Sao Paulo 2000.

11...Nxe4 12.Qxe4 0–0? 
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How should White take advantage of Black's mistake?

Or 12...Nf6 13.Qf3 Qh5 14.Qxh5 Nxh5 15.g3 Nf6 16.c4 0–0 17.Be3 Rfc8 18.Rfd1 b5?! (this is a typical ploy for Black to lay claim to the d5 square, but here is it less precise) 19.Rac1 (White should have played 19.cxb5 cxb5 20.d5 with better chances for White) 19...Kf8 20.Kg2 a5 21.Rd3 bxc4 22.Bxc4 Nd5 and Black is close to having equalized, Ajrapetian-Shishkin, Lipetsk 2007.

13.Bxe6! And here Black resigned prematurely, undoubtedly shocked that he had overlooked White's tactical trick. After 13...Rae8 14.Qf5, White is simply a pawn. 1–0

Game # 10

R. Chowdhury Saptarshi (2395) – N.Mariano (2197) 

Pattaya 2011

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Bc4 Bg4 6.f3 Bf5 7.Qe2 White's main moves are 7.Nge2 and 7.Bd2.

7...Nc6! 
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This way of disrupting White's plans, by attacking the pawn on d4, is the best way for Black to play.

8.Bb5 

The main alternative is 8.Be3 e6!? (8...0–0–0 9.0–0–0 e6 10.g4?! (10.Qf2 Nb4 11.Bb3 Nfd5 12.Nxd5 Nxd5 13.Bd2 Qb6 14.Ne2 Be7 15.Kb1 Bf6 16.g4 Bg6 with chances to both sides, Gallart Zafra-Munoz Pantoja, Barcelona 2013) 10...Bg6 11.Qf2 Nb4 12.Bb3 Nfd5 13.Nxd5 Nxd5 14.Ne2 h5 15.Bd2 Bb4 16.Bxb4 Nxb4 17.Nf4 Qg5 and Black has solved his opening problems, Diepeveen-Willemze, Netherlands 2014) 9.Bb5? (White's best is 9.0–0–0 0–0–0 10.Qf2 Nb4 11.Bb3 Nbd5 when the chances are about even) 9...Bb4 10.Qc4 0–0 11.Bxc6 bxc6 12.Nge2 Bxc2 13.0–0 Rab8 14.Qxc6?! Bd3 15.Rfd1 Rb6 16.Qxc7 Bd6 17.Qxb6 Qxb6 and Black is clearly better, Rudolf-Przedmojski,  Warsaw 2013.

8...0–0–0 9.Bxc6 bxc6 10.Qc4 e5 11.Nge2?! 

Or 11.dxe5 Nd5 12.Nge2 Bc5 13.a3 Rhe8 14.b4 Bxb4 15.axb4 Qxa1 16.0–0 Nxc3 17.Nxc3 Rxe5 with a messy position and chances to both sides, Mueller-Poetsch, Wiesbaden 2015.

11...Be6 12.Qd3? 

[image: image]

How should Black refute White's move?

The alternative 12.Qa4 Qxa4 13.Nxa4 exd4 isn't pretty, but the text move loses outright.

12...exd4 13.Nxd4 Qb6! 

This queen move is the only move and what White had overlooked. After 13...c5 14.Nc6 Rxd3 15.Nxa5 Rd6 16.Bd2 or. 13...Bc5 14.Nxc6, White is okay.

14.Be3 c5 White resigned. 0–1

Game # 11

J.Deepan Chakkravarthy (2468) – H.Gargatagli (2482)

Barcelona 2012

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Bc4 Bg4 6.Nf3 e6 7.h3 Bh5 8.Bd2 Bb4 9.a3 

White has also tried 9.g4 Bg6 10.Ne5 Nc6 11.Nxc6 bxc6 12.a3 Bxc3 13.Bxc3 Qb6 14.b3 Ne4 15.Bb2 h5 when Black has equalized, Miles-Hickl, Zagreb 1987.

9...Bxc3 10.Bxc3 Qb6 

Or 10...Qf5 11.Be2 Bg6 12.Rc1 Nc6 13.0–0 0–0–0 14.Qe1 Nd5 15.Bd2 Nf4 16.Bxf4 Qxf4 17.c3 Bh5 18.Rc2 Rd5 19.Qc1 and draw agreed, ½–½, Yakovich-Ivanchuk, Tallinn 1986.

11.Qe2 c6 

Black can consider the solid 11...Bxf3 12.Qxf3 Qc6 13.Qxc6+ (13.Be2 Qxf3 14.Bxf3 Nc6 15.0–0–0 is marginally better for White) 13...Nxc6 14.0–0–0 0–0–0 15.b4 Ne4 16.Be1 Rxd4 17.Rxd4 Nxd4 18.Bd3 Nf6 and White has some compensation for the lost pawn, Navarro Lopez Menchero-Aloma Vidal, Barbera del Valles 2012.

12.0–0–0 Nd5 
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How should White best continue?

13.Bxd5! 

A good alternative is 13.g4 Bg6 14.h4 h6 15.h5 Bh7 16.g5 and Black is completely busted. If 13.Qe5 then 13...Bxf3 14.Qxg7 Rf8 15.gxf3 Nxc3 16.bxc3 Nd7 is reasonably playable for Black.

13...cxd5 14.Qe5 Black resigned. After 14.Qe5 Bxf3 15.Qxg7 Rf8 16.Bb4 Nd7 17.gxf3 White is easily winning. 1–0

Game # 12

F.Ochoa de Echaguen (2410) – J.Moreno Sanchis (2365) 

Barcelona 1996

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.Bc4 Nf6 5.d3 c6 6.Bd2 Qd8?! 

6...Qc7 is the safest move and the main line.

7.Nf3 Bf5? 
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After this natural move, Black is already in serious trouble. Can you find the continuation that causes problems for Black?

The more solid move is 7...e6 8.Qe2 Be7 9.d4 0–0 10.0–0–0 b5 11.Bd3 b4 12.Ne4 Qd5 13.Nxf6+ Bxf6 14.Bxb4 Qxa2 15.Bxf8 Kxf8, which was played in Caruana-Valsecchi, Martina Franca 2008, and now 16.Qe4 leaves White with a near winning advantage.

8.Ne5! e6? 

Black's best try is 8...Bg6 although after 9.f4 (threatening f4–f5) 9...Nbd7 10.g4 Nxe5 11.fxe5 b5 12.Bb3 Nd5 13.e6 fxe6 14.Qe2 and White is clearly better.

9.g4! Bg6 10.h4! Bc5 

Or 10...Bd6 11.f4 h6 12.Nxg6 fxg6 13.Bxe6 Nbd7 14.Qf3 Qc7 15.0–0–0 0–0–0 16.g5 and Black is already completely busted, Hasangatin-Dousek, Pardubice 2005.

11.Qe2 Qd4 12.f4 Black resigned. There is no way for him save the piece without his position completely falling apart. 1–0

Game # 13

O.Renet (2520) – E.Prie (2480)

Clichy 1995

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 c6 5.Nf3 Bf5 6.Bd2 Nf6 7.Ne4 Qb6 8.Nxf6+ gxf6 9.Bc4 Rg8!? 

Occupying the open g-file right away. A good alternative is 9...e6 10.Bb3 a5 11.a4 Na6 12.0–0 Rg8 13.Nh4 Bg4 14.Qe1 Qxd4 15.Kh1 Qe5 16.f3 Bh5 17.Bxa5 Nc5 with fairly even chances, Kovacevic-Saric, Vrbas 2015.

10.Bb3 

White has some alternatives: 

10.0–0 e6 11.Re1 Nd7 12.b4 0–0–0 13.a4 Bg4 14.a5 Qc7 15.b5 Bd6 16.Kh1 Bf4 with a sharp position and chances to both sides, Glek-Bauer, Switzerland 2009. 

10.Nh4 Bg4 11.f3 Qxd4 12.Qe2 Bc8 13.g3 Qxb2 14.0–0 Nd7 15.f4 Nb6 16.Bb3 Qd4+ 17.Be3 Qe4 and Black is doing well, Maitesian-Nezar, Belgium 2002.

10...a5 11.a4 Na6 12.Qe2?! 

White should have given preference to 12.0–0 e6 13.c3 0–0–0 with chances to both sides.

12...Nb4!? 13.0–0–0? 
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What is Black's best move?

13...Nd3+ 14.cxd3 Qxb3 White resigned. 0–1

Game # 14

V.Kupreichik (2472) – R.Lau (2498) 

2. Bundesliga (Germany) 2001

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.d4 Nf6 5.Bc4 c6 6.Qe2 Qh5 

The main lines are 6...Bf5, and 6...Bg4.

7.Qe3 Nbd7 8.Nf3 e6 9.Bd2 Be7 10.0–0–0 Nb6 

Black could consider 10...b5 11.Be2 b4 12.Ne5 Qh4 13.g3 Qh3 14.Ne4 Nd5 15.Qf3 Nxe5 16.dxe5 0–0 with a playable position.

11.Bd3 Nbd5 12.Nxd5 Nxd5 13.Qe1 a6 14.Ne5 

White can do even better with 14.c4 Nc7 15.Bf4 Bd8 16.Kb1, when Black's position is truly terrible.

14...f6 15.Be2 Qh4 
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Here Black resigned at the same time. This decision is quite a bit premature, e.g., 15...Qh4 16.Ng4 h5 17.g3 Qh3 18.Ne3 Nxe3 19.Bxe3, when Black has a horrible position but to resign, is taking it a bit further than is presently necessary. 1–0

Game # 15

S.Fedorchuk (2408) – J.Lopez Martinez (2477)

World Ch U20 (Yerevan) 2000

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd8 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 c6 6.Bc4 Bf5 7.Qe2 e6 8.Bg5 

Or 8.Bd2 Nbd7 (8...Bd6 9.0–0 0–0 is equal and completely fine for Black) 9.0–0–0 Nb6 10.Bb3 a5 11.a3 Nbd5 12.Ne5 a4 13.Ba2 Nxc3 14.Bxc3 Ne4 15.Be1 Qg5+ 16.f4 Qxf4+ 17.Kb1 and White has a strong initiative for the pawn, Nakamura-Har Zvi, ICC INT 2007.

8...Nbd7 
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How should White best continue?

A major alternative for Black is 8...Bb4 9.0–0 0–0 10.Rad1 (or 10.Bd3 Bxd3 11.Qxd3 Nbd7 12.Ne4 Be7 13.Nxf6+ Nxf6 14.Rfd1 Qc7 15.Qe2 Rad8 16.c4 Rfe8 with equal chances, Belohlavek-Popchev, Marianske Lazne 2005) 10...Nbd7 11.h3 Qa5 12.Nb1 h6 13.Bf4 b5 14.Bb3 Nd5 15.Bg3 Rfd8 16.Nbd2 N7f6 17.Ne5 Rac8 and, if anything, White has a tiny pull, Zelcic-J.Petrov,  Bol 2014. 

8...Be7 9.0–0–0 Nbd7 10.Kb1 Qc7 11.Ne5 Nxe5 12.dxe5 Nd5 13.Bd2 h5 14.h3 h4 15.Nxd5 exd5 16.Bd3 Be6 17.f4 g6 was played in B.Andersson-Svensk, Sweden 2001, and now 18.Qf2 b6 19.Be3 0–0–0 would perhaps be fractionally better for White.

9.d5!? cxd5 10.Nxd5 Rc8 

Black should best play 10...Be7, e.g., 11.Nxe7 Qxe7 12.Bxf6 Nxf6 13.Bb5+ Kf8 14.0–0 a6 15.Ba4 Bg4 16.h3 Bxf3 17.Qxf3 g6 18.Rad1 Kg7 and Black has equalized, Torrado Quintela-Garcia Ortega, Pontevedra 2014.

11.0–0–0 a6? 
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How should White best continue?

12.Nd4! Bg6 13.Nxe6! fxe6 14.Bxf6! Black resigned. After 14.Bxf6 gxf6 15.Qxe6+ Be7 16.Rhe1 Rxc4 17.Nxf6+ Kf8 18.Nxd7+ Black is done. 

1–0

Game # 16

I.Yagupov (2405) – J.Brandics (2355)

Kecskemet 1991

1.e4 Nc6 2.Nf3 d5 3.exd5 Qxd5 4.Nc3 Qa5 5.Bb5 a6 6.Bxc6+ bxc6 7.Qe2 Nf6 8.Ne5 Bb7 

The alternative is 8...e6 9.0–0 Bd6 10.d4 (or 10.Re1 Bxe5 11.Qxe5 Qxe5 12.Rxe5 Nd5 13.Re2 Nxc3 14.dxc3 f6 15.f4 Kf7 16.Be3 Rd8 17.a4 h6 18.Rf1 Bb7 19.Bd4 when White has no more than marginal plus, Gritsayeva-Savina, Kaliningrad 2015) 10...0–0 11.Rd1 c5 12.Nc4 Qb4 13.a3 Qb8 14.Bg5 Nd5 15.Ne4 cxd4 16.Nexd6 cxd6 17.Rxd4 Ra7 18.Qd3 with a small positional plus for White, Karpov-Hort,  Oslo 1984.

9.b3 e6 10.Bb2 
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10...Ba3?? 

Black should have played 10...Rd8 11.0–0 Be7 12.d3 0–0 when, despite his wrecked pawn structure on the queenside, Black has a fully playable position.

11.Nc4 Black resigned. 1–0

Game # 17

P.Gallego Eraso (2375) – S.Del Rio de Angelis (2514)

Andorra 2006

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.d4 Nc6 4.Nf3 Bg4 5.Be2 0–0–0 6.c3 Nf6 7.

0–0 
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7...Qh5? 

The text move is an optimistic attacking move which is not particularly good. The better options are: 

7...e5!? 8.dxe5 (or 8.c4 Qd7 9.d5 Bxf3 10.Bxf3 Nd4 11.Nc3 Qf5 12.Be3 Nxf3+ 13.Qxf3 Qxf3 14.gxf3 Nd7 and Black has comfortably equalized, Arencibia Rodriguez-Sariego, Matanzas 1995) 8...Qxd1 9.Rxd1 Rxd1+ 10.Bxd1 Bxf3 11.Bxf3 Nxe5 12.Be2 Bc5 13.Bf4 Ng6 14.Bd2 Rd8 15.Kf1 Ne4 16.Be1 Nf4 and Black has the initiative, Matsuura-Vescovi,  Pouso Alegre 1997. 

7...e6 8.Nbd2 g5 9.Qb3?! (9.b4!? Rg8 10.b5 Ne7 11.Ne5 Bxe2 12.Qxe2 seems like an obvious improvement for White) 9...h6 10.Qxd5 exd5 11.Bb5 Bd6 12.Bxc6 bxc6 13.Ne5 Bxe5 14.dxe5 Nd7 15.h3 Bh5 and Black has a good game, Vltavsky-Vojta, Pardubice 2013.

8.h3 e5 9.hxg4 Nxg4 10.d5? 

White can play more accurately at this point: 

10.Nh4 f5 11.Qd3 g6 12.Qh3 exd4 13.Nf3 (or 13.Nxf5 Qxh3 14.gxh3 gxf5 15.hxg4 d3 16.Bd1 and Black doesn't have enough compensation for the piece, Kulkarni-Zayed, Abu Dhabi 2016) 13...d3 14.Bd1 Qxh3 15.gxh3 Nge5 16.Nbd2 Bh6 17.Nxe5 Nxe5 18.f4 Nc6 19.Nb3 and Black has insufficient compensation for the piece, Sitnikov-Cornette, Chalkidiki 2001. 

But 10.Bg5! is probably best.

10...e4 11.Bf4 Bd6 
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What is White's best move?

Black should have played 11...exf3 12.Bxf3 f5 13.Qa4 g5 14.Bg3 Rxd5 15.Bxd5 Bd6 16.Bf7 Qxf7 17.Bxd6 cxd6 with some compensation for the exchange.

12.Nh2! 

The text move is stronger than 12.Nd4!? when Black is able to develop a surprising amount of counterplay: 12...f5 13.Bxg4 fxg4 14.dxc6 Bxf4 15.cxb7+ Kb8 (15...Kxb7 16.Qb3+ Ka8 17.g3 and Black's attack is over) 16.Nc6+ Kxb7 17.Nxd8+ Rxd8 18.Qb3+ Kc8, and now:  

[image: image]

19.g3 is met by 19...e3! 

19.Qe6+ Kb8, and here 20.g3 is still being met by 20...e3 21.gxf4 (or 21.Na3 Rd3 22.Qg8+ Kb7 23.Qc4 exf2+ 24.Rxf2 Rxg3+ 25.Kf1 Qh1+ 26.Ke2 Re3+ 27.Kd2 Rf3+ 28.Qxf4 Rxf4 29.Rxh1 Rxf2+ 30.Ke3 Rf3+ and there is still work to be done before the win can be claimed for White) 21...exf2+ and Black is doing fine.

19.Rd1! Rxd1+ 20.Qxd1 e3 21.fxe3 Bxe3+ 22.Kf1 Bc1! 23.Nd2 Bxd2 24.Ke2 and White is clearly better.

12...f5 13.Bxg4 

Or 13.Bxd6 Rxd6 14.Nxg4 and White is winning.

13...fxg4 14.Bxd6 and Black resigned. After 14...Rxd6 15.Qxg4+, Black is simply a piece down. 1–0

Game # 18

P.Norby – K.Blom

Danish Ch (Aarhus) 1966

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6 3.Bb5+ Bd7 4.Bc4 Bg4 5.f3 Bf5 6.Nc3 Nbd7 7.Qe2 Nb6 8.Bb3!? 

The main alternative for White at this point is 8.g4 Bc8 9.Qd3 g6 10.Nge2 Bg7 11.b3 h5 12.g5 Bf5? (12...Nfd7 is perfectly playable for Black) 13.Qd4 (winning a piece, but White gets very far behind in development) 13...0–0 14.gxf6 Bxf6 15.Qe3 e6 16.Ba3 exd5 17.Bxf8 Kxf8 18.Bxd5 Nxd5 with a sharp, messy position, Simacek-Dolezal,  Ostrava 2014.

8...Qd7 
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What is White's best move?

9.d6! 

White will lose the pawn anyway when Black castles queenside and then captures the pawn with one of the knights. The text move wins some time for White to gain the initiative.

9...Qxd6 

Recapturing with the c-pawn is not without problems either: 9...cxd6 10.a4 Qc8 11.a5 Nbd7 12.d4 e5 13.g4 Bg6 14.f4 h5 15.g5 Nh7 16.fxe5 dxe5 17.Nf3 and in this sharp position, White is clearly better, Hatzl-Lipskij, Fuegen 2006.

10.Nb5 Qd7 11.Qe5 
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Can Black defend c7?

11...Nfd5 

Black had to castle queenside which loses a pawn but provides Black decent compensation: 11...0–0–0 12.Nxc7 (or 12.Nxa7+ Kb8 13.Nb5 Nfd5 14.a4 e6 15.Qe2 as played in Canfell-Gibbons, Melbourne 2002, and Black has the better chances after 15...Nb4 16.d3 Qc6) 12...Qxc7 13.Qxf5+ e6 14.Qa5 Kb8 15.Ne2 Bd6 16.d3 Nfd5 17.Bd2 Bxh2 (17...Rc8!?) 18.0–0–0 Be5 19.Kb1 and White is a tiny bit better, R.Jacobs-Joseph,  ICCF email 2008.

12.Bxd5 Nxd5 13.Qxd5! Black resigned as he will end up a piece down. 1–0

Game # 19

E.Wiersma (2371) – B.Dekker (2177)

Tilburg  2003

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6 3.d4 Bg4 4.Nf3 Qxd5 5.Be2 Nc6 6.0–0 0–0–0 7.c4 Qh5 8.Qa4?! 

[image: image]

The text move is not the most accurate. The alternatives are: 

8.d5 Ne5 9.Nbd2 e6 10.Qa4 Bc5 11.Qa5 Nxf3+ 12.Bxf3 Bb6 13.Qa3 Nd7 14.Bxg4 Qxg4 15.dxe6 Qxe6 and Black has a good game, Lightowlers-Corbat,  ICCF email 2007. 

8.h3 e5 9.d5 e4 10.hxg4 Nxg4 11.Bf4 exf3 12.Bxf3 f5 13.Nd2 Bd6 14.Bxg4 fxg4 15.Bg3 Bxg3 16.fxg3 Ne5 with chances to both sides, Kosteniuk-A.Muzychuk, Beijing 2012.

8...Nxd4!? 

Not necessarily best, but not entirely bad either. The alternatives are: 

8...e6 9.Bf4 Nxd4 10.Nxd4 Rxd4 11.Bxg4 Qxg4 12.Bg3 a6 13.Na3 Bxa3 14.Qxa3 Rxc4 15.b3 was played in Hovhannisyan-Minasian, Yerevan 2014, and now 15...Rc3 16.Be5 Rc6 would have been better for Black. 

Black's best move is 8...e5! 9.d5, and now:  

9...Nd4?! 10.Nxd4 exd4 11.Bd3 (White should play 11.Bxg4+ Nxg4 12.h3 Bd6 13.Nd2 with somewhat better chances) 11...Bd6 12.f4 Kb8 13.Na3 Bd7 14.Qc2 c5 15.Bd2 g5 16.Bf5 Rhg8 17.Bxd7 Nxd7 with a sharp position and chances to both sides, Arun-Zulfic, Chennai 2011.

9...Nb8 10.Nc3 e4 11.Nb5? (White should have played 11.Nd4 Bc5 12.h3 Bxd4 13.hxg4 Nxg4 14.Bxg4+ Qxg4 15.Be3 when Black can force a draw with 15...Rd6 16.Bxd4 Rg6 17.g3 Qh3 followed by ...Rxg3+) 11...Rd6 12.Qa5 Na6 13.Nxa7+ Kd8 14.Nd4 Bxe2 15.Nxe2 Qxe2 with a messy position where it is doubtful that White has enough compensation for the piece, Musson-Povah, England 1998.

9...e4! 10.dxc6 exf3 11.Qxa7 bxc6 12.Qa6+ Kb8 13.Be3 Bc5 14.Bxc5 Qxc5 15.Bxf3 Bxf3 16.gxf3 Rd3 and Black is winning.

9.Nxd4 Rxd4 10.f3 Qe5 11.Nc3 e6 

[image: image]

Why can't White capture the bishop on g4?

12.fxg4?? 

White had to play 12.Qb5 Bc5 13.b4 Rxc4+ 14.bxc5 Rxc5 15.Qb2 Rxc3 16.fxg4 when Black has three pawns for the piece, but White should be better.

12...Bc5! 13.Kh1 

This move is basically forced, getting the king away from any discovered checks but now comes Black's second line of attack, the opening of the h-file.

13...h5! 14.g3 

Or 14.g5 Ng4 15.g3 h4 16.Bf4 hxg3! 17.Qe8+ (White loses on the spot after 17.Bxe5 Rxh2+ 18.Kg1 Rd1+) 17...Rxe8 18.Bxe5 Nxe5 19.hxg3 Rd2 and Black should be winning.

14...hxg4 15.b4 Qxg3 White resigned. 

0–1

Game # 20

J.Kutzner (2097) – O.Heinzel (2378)

Oberhausen 2009

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6 3.d4 Bg4 4.Be2 Bxe2 5.Nxe2 Qxd5 6.0–0 Nc6 7.Nbc3 Qd7 8.Bf4 

White has also tried 8.d5 with success: 8...Nb4 9.Nf4 g6?! (9...Rd8 is perfectly good and playable) 10.a3 Na6 11.Be3 Bg7 12.Qe2 0–0 13.Rad1 and White has the upper hand although Black's position is solid and playable, Vogt-Kassebaum, Germany 1995.

8...0–0–0 9.Nb5?! 

[image: image]

Here Black calculated: 9...a6 10.Nxc7 Nh5, when the bishop no longer can keep the knight on c7 guarded, and the knight doesn't have any retreat squares. What did Black miss?

White can do better with 9.Qd3, and now: 

9...Nxd4 10.Nxd4 Qxd4 11.Qg3 Qc5 12.Rad1 Rxd1 13.Rxd1 e6 14.b4 Qc4 15.Be5 Be7 and the chances are objectively about even although I prefer Black. 

9...e6 10.Qf3 Kb8 11.Rad1 Bd6 and Black has equalized.

9...a6 10.Nxc7 Nh5?? 

Black could have gained the advantage with 10...e5! 11.Na8 Qf5 12.Bd2 Kb8 13.Nb6 Nxd4 and Black has the upper hand.

11.Na8! The move that Black really missed, now he gets mated or loses the queen. Black resigned. 1–0

Game # 21

G.Sergeev (2451) – D.Saulin (2446)

Tula 2005

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6 3.d4 Bg4 4.f3 Bf5 5.c4 e6 6.dxe6 Nc6 

[image: image]

This knight move introduces an incredibly sharp and complicated variation that offers plenty of opportunities for White, in particular, to step wrong.

7.exf7+?! 

This pawn capture which looks so obvious, capturing a pawn with check while ruining Black's right to castle, is a luxury White can ill afford. The alternatives are: 

7.g4?! Nxg4 8.fxg4 Qh4+ 9.Kd2 Bb4+ (Here Black should have considered 9...Be4 10.exf7+ Kxf7 11.Nf3 Qf6 12.Bg2 Nxd4 with a strong attack, e.g., 13.Rf1 Kg8 14.Nc3 Nxf3+ 15.Bxf3 Rd8+ 16.Nd5 Qd4+ 17.Ke1 Qxc4 18.Nf6+ Kf7 19.Nxe4 Rxd1+ 20.Bxd1+ Ke8 21.Bf3 with chances to both sides) 10.Nc3 Qg5+ 11.Ke2 Bxg4+ 12.Nf3 Qh5 13.Bg2 0–0–0 14.Be3 Rhe8 15.h3 Bxe6 16.d5 Bf5 17.Re1 

[image: image]

This position was reached in Savchenko-Moskalenko, Sochi 2016; how should Black best continue? 

––––––––

[image: ]


17...Rxe3+! 18.Kxe3 Bc5+ 19.Ke2 Ne5 20.Na4 (or 20.Kf1 Bd3+ 21.Re2 Qf5) 20...Nxf3 21.Nxc5 Re8+ 22.Ne6 Nxe1+ 23.Kxe1 Qh4+ and White can resign. 

7.Ne2 Nb4 (Black does not need to concern himself with recapturing the pawn on e6, e.g., 7...fxe6 8.a3 Qd7 9.Be3 0–0–0 10.Nbc3 g5 11.Qa4 Qg7 12.0–0–0 Nd7 13.b4 Nb6 14.Qb3 Be7 15.d5 exd5 16.cxd5 Qe5 17.Bf2 Bf6 was played in Bologan-Shirov, Dresden 1997, and now 18.h4 gxh4 19.f4 Qe8 20.dxc6 Rxd1+ 21.Kxd1 leaves Black with a difficult burden to prove that he has enough compensation for the sacrificed piece) 8.g4 Bc2! 9.exf7+ Kxf7 10.Nbc3 Bxd1 11.Kxd1 Bc5 12.d5 Nd3 13.Kc2 Nf2 14.Rg1 N2xg4 15.fxg4 Bxg1 16.Nxg1 Nxg4 and Black is obviously winning, Guliyev-Mevel, Avoine 2012.

7.Be3 is covered in the next main game.

7...Kxf7 8.Be3? 

[image: image]

White has a serious problem as we will see from the alternatives: 

8.Bd3? Bb4+ 9.Nc3 Re8+ 10.Nge2 Nxd4 11.Bxf5 (or 11.0–0 Bxd3 12.Qxd3 Nxe2+ and Black wins) 11...Nxe2 12.Qxd8 Raxd8 13.Kf2 Bc5+ 14.Kf1 Nxc3 15.Bf4 Rd1+ 16.Rxd1 Nxd1 and White resigned, 0–1, J.Van Foreest-Zwirs,  Amsterdam 2015. 

8.d5 Nb4 9.Na3 Bc5 10.Be2 Re8 11.Kf1 Qd6 (Black's strongest move is the patient 11...Kg8! 

[image: image]

And here, try to work how Black should meet 12.Bd2 and 12.Bg5.

12.Bd2 Nd3 and White barely has a decent move.

12.Bg5 is met by the powerful 12...Nfxd5!! and White is busted, e.g., 13.Bxd8 Ne3+ 14.Ke1 Nxg2+ 15.Kf1 Ne3+ 16.Ke1 Nxd1 17.Rxd1 Raxd8 18.Rxd8 Rxd8 and while the material is still even, White is completely lost in this position.

12.g4 Bg6 13.f4 Rxe2 14.Nxe2 Nxg4 15.Ng3 Nd3 16.Qf3 was played in Bilic-Ljubicic, Pula 2000, and here Black should have continued with 16...Ngf2 17.Rg1 Kg8 followed by ...Rf8 and White is in serious trouble. 

8.Ne2! is White's only chance, e.g., 8...Nb4 9.Ng3 Nc2+ 10.Kf2 Bg6 11.Be3? (White should play 11.c5! Be7 (or 11...Nxa1 12.Bc4+ Nd5 13.Nc3 c6 14.Nge4 and White is not worse as he wins the knight on a1 and will have excellent compensation for the exchange) 12.Bc4+ Kf8 13.Ne2 Nxa1 14.Nf4 Bf7 15.Bxf7 Kxf7 16.Qd3 with chances to both sides) 11...Nxe3 12.Kxe3 Bc5 and here White resigned prematurely, 0–1, Lopez Gomez-A. Pereira, Portugal 1996.

8...Bb4+ 9.Nc3 Re8 10.Kf2 

[image: image]

How should Black best continue?

Or 10.a3 Rxe3+ 11.Kf2 Bxc3 12.Kxe3 Bxd4+ 13.Ke2 Qe7+ 14.Kd2 and White resigned before Black was able to deliver mate on e3, 0–1, Mainar Garcia-Krivoshey, Zaragoza 2004.

10...Rxe3 11.Kxe3 Bc2 12.Qd2 

Or 12.Qxc2 Qxd4+ 13.Ke2 Re8+ And White resigned, 0–1,  Frank-J.Watson,  Argentina 1997.

12...Ng4+ 13.fxg4 

13.Kf4 Bd6+ 14.Kxg4 Bf5+ 15.Kxf5 Qh4 16.g4 Re8 and since mate with 17...g6 cannot be prevented, White resigned, 0–1, Hetenyi-Rakaczki, Hungary 2012.

13...Qg5+ White resigned. 0–1 

Game # 22

Wang Zili (2540) – R.Damaso (2415)

Portugal-China (Macau) 1996

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6 3.d4 Bg4 4.f3 Bf5 5.c4 e6 6.dxe6 Nc6 7.Be3 

We discussed the alternatives in the previous game.

7...Bb4+ 

7... Qe7 leads to another fork in the road: 

[image: image]

8.Nc3 0–0–0 9.Kf2 (9.Qd2 fxe6 10.0–0–0 Qb4 11.Nge2 Na5 12.Ng3 Nxc4 13.Bxc4 Qxc4 14.Nxf5 exf5 with chances to both sides, Dvoirys-Vlassov,  Moscow 2002) 9...Qb4 10.Nge2 Qxc4 11.exf7 Qxf7 12.Kg1 Bc5 13.Qa4 Qe7 14.Bf2 Nxd4 15.Nxd4 Rxd4 16.Qb5 Bd7 17.Qe2 Qd6 and Black is winning, Sudakova-A.Muzychuk,  Zlatibor 2007. 

8.d5 0–0–0 9.Qb3 Nb4 10.Na3 fxe6 11.g4 exd5 12.gxf5 d4 13.0–0–0 Qxe3+ 14.Qxe3 dxe3 15.Rxd8+ Kxd8 and Black has the clearly better chances, Rathnakaran-Titov, Novi Sad 2016.

8.exf7+ Qxf7 9.Nc3 Nb4 10.Qa4+ c6 11.Rc1 Be7 12.a3 Na6? (Black should have given preference to 12...Nd3+ 13.Bxd3 Bxd3 14.Nge2 Bxc4 with sufficient compensation for the pawn) 13.Nge2 0–0–0 14.Ng3 Qe6 15.Nd1 Bg6 16.Be2 and White has managed to consolidate his pawn advantage and can now consolidate his advantage, Ruimy-Hervet, ICCF email 2007

8.Nc3 Qe7 9.d5 

The better option for White is 9.Bd3, and now:

9...Bxe6 10.Qe2 0–0–0 11.a3 Ba5 12.d5 Bxc3+ 13.bxc3 Ne5 14.Bc2 Rhe8 15.Bd4 was played in  Z.Almasi-Adorjan, Zalakaros 1992, and now 15...Bd7! fully satisfactory for Black. 

9... fxe6 10.Nge2 0–0–0 11.Bb1 Nxd4 12.Nxd4 c5 13.a3 cxd4 14.axb4 dxc3 15.Qb3 Bxb1 16.Rxb1 Ne4 17.0–0 Nd2 18.Bxd2 cxd2 19.Rfd1 and a draw was agreed upon, ½–½,  Herbrechtsmeier-A.Pereira, ICCF corr 1996.

9...Bxd3 10.Qxd3 0–0–0 11.0–0–0 Ne5 12.Qe2 Bxc3 13.bxc3 Qa3+ 14.Kb1 Qxc3 15.Rc1 Qb4+ 16.Ka1 Nc6 17.d5 Na5 18.exf7 and Black has some but not full compensation for the sacrificed pawns, Nolte-Laylo, Manila 2008)

9...0–0–0 10.Qa4 

[image: image]

How should Black best continue?

10...Nxd5! 

Not 10...Rxd5? 11.cxd5 Nxd5 12.Bd2 Qxe6+ 13.Be2 Ne3 14.Bxe3 Qxe3 15.Kf1 Rd8 16.Rd1 Rxd1+ 17.Qxd1 when Black doesn't have enough for the rook, Solomon-Gluzman, Melbourne 1998.

11.cxd5 Qh4+! 

The point. Because of ...Bxc3+, White is forced to move the king.

12.Kd1 

[image: image]

Can you see Black's best move?

Or 12.Ke2 Nd4+ 13.Bxd4 Qxd4 14.g4 Bd3+ 15.Ke1 Bxc3+ 16.bxc3 Qxa4 17.Bxd3 fxe6 18.Ne2 exd5 19.Nd4 Qa5 20.Kf2 g6 21.Rhc1 Qb6 22.Rab1 Qf6 23.Re1 Rde8 and White resigned, 0–1, Pita Romero-Moreno Tejera, Oropesa del Mar 1999.

12...Rxd5+! 13.Nxd5 Qe1# 0–1

Game # 23

V.Zwardon (2391) – I.Rausis (2578) B01

Czech Team Ch (Ostrava) 2014

1.e4 d5 2.exd5 Nf6 3.c4 c6 4.dxc6 

While accepting this gambit doesn't lose for White, it doesn't cause Black any problems either.

4...Nxc6 5.Nf3 e5 6.d3 e4 

The main alternative is 6...Bc5, e.g., 7.Be2 Bf5 8.0–0 0–0 9.Nc3 Re8 10.Bg5 h6 11.Bh4 g5 12.Bg3 Nh5 13.Nd2 Nf4 14.Nde4 Bf8, when White has some, but not full compensation for the pawn, Kotanjian-Volkov, Beirut 2015.

7.dxe4 Qxd1+ 8.Kxd1 Nxe4 9.Be3 Bf5 

[image: image]

10.Kc1 

Or 

10.Nh4 0–0–0+ 11.Kc1 Be6 12.Nc3 Nxc3 13.bxc3 b6 14.Nf3 Bc5 15.Bxc5 bxc5 16.Rb1 Rhe8 17.Be2 Bh3 18.gxh3 Rxe2 19.Rb2 Rxb2 20.Kxb2 Rd3 when Black has the better chances in the endgame and subsequently won, Chandler-Adams, Hastings 1989. 

10.Nc3 Nxc3+ 11.bxc3 0–0–0+ 12.Ke2 Bd3+ 13.Ke1 Ba3 14.Rd1 Bxf1 15.Rxf1 Bb2 and the chances are more or less even, Titov-K.Arkell, Vrnjacka Banja 1992. 

10.Nbd2 is also often played, but after 10...0–0–0, Black has excellent compensation for the pawn.

10...0–0–0 11.Be2 Bc5 12.Bxc5 Nxc5 13.Nc3 Nb4 

[image: image]

Black's threats on the queenside are getting rather annoying for White; can he force the bishop away with 14.Nh4?

14.Nh4?? Nxa2+! White resigned. There is a mate on b3 in the next move.

0–1
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CHAPTER TWO
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​Pirc Defense
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Game # 24

D.Rogic (2469) – F.Ljubicic (2398) B07

Rabac 2003

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.h3 Bg7 5.g4 c5 6.dxc5 Qa5 7.Qd3 

[image: image]

Here Black spotted the combination 7...Nxe4 8.Qxe4 Bxc3+, winning material. What did he miss?

The main line is 7.Bg2 Qxc5 8.Nge2 Nc6 9.0–0 0–0 10.Nd5 (or 10.a4 Qa5 11.Bd2 Qd8 12.Nd5 Ne5 13.Bc3 Be6 14.a5 Rc8 15.f4 Ned7 16.Nd4 and White has the upper hand, Rodriguez Vila-Leitao, Caxias do Sul 2014) 10...Nxd5 11.exd5 Nd4 12.Nxd4 Qxd4 13.Qxd4 Bxd4 14.c3 Bg7 15.Re1 Re8 16.a4 Bd7 17.a5 and White has a comfortable edge in the double rook, double bishop endgame, Lintchevski-Shariyazdanov, Kazan 2016.

7...Nxe4?? 

After 7...0–0 8.Qb5 Qxb5 9.Nxb5 Na6 10.cxd6 Nxe4 11.Bd3 Nxd6 12.Nxd6 exd6 13.c3 Nc5 Black had a comfortable game in Preissmann-Navrotescu, France 2009.

8.Qb5+! Black resigned as he will lose a piece: 8.Qb5+ Nc6 9.Qxa5 Bxc3+ 10.Qxc3 Nxc3 11.bxc3 and Black resigned, 1–0, in Imnadze-Milutinovic,  Batumi 2010.

1–0

Game # 25

A.Fuderer – A.Matanovic B07

Yugoslav Ch (Belgrade) 1952

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Be3 Nbd7 5.Qd2 c5 

The text move is basically never seen, but it transitions the game into something akin to a Sicilian Dragon.

A more common alternative is 5...c6 which is a specialty of Ukrainian Grandmaster Vladimir Onischuk. Now the main line runs 6.Nf3 and here some examples by Onischuk: 

a) 6...e5 7.0–0–0 (7.dxe5 dxe5 8.Bc4 b5 9.Bb3 h6 10.h3 b4 11.Na4 Ba6 12.0–0–0 Bb5 13.c3 c5 14.cxb4 cxb4 with a sharp position where Black has the initiative, Leko-V.Onischuk,  Berlin 2015) 7...Qe7 8.h3 a6 9.dxe5 dxe5 10.g4 Bg7 11.Ne1 h5 12.Rg1 hxg4 13.hxg4 b5 14.Nd3 Bb7 15.f3 with better chances for White, Moiseenko-V.Onischuk, Bastia 2016. 

b) 6...Qa5 7.Bd3 (7.h3 Bg7 8.Bd3 e5 9.dxe5 dxe5 10.0–0 0–0 11.Nd5 Qd8 12.Nxf6+ Bxf6 13.Bc4 Qe7 14.Rfd1 a5 15.a4 Nc5 and the chances are close to even, perhaps with a preference for White, Khenkin-V.Onischuk, Dresden 2017) 7...Ng4 8.Bg5 h6 9.Bh4 e5 10.Bg3 Bg7 11.dxe5 dxe5 12.0–0 Qc5 13.h3 Ngf6 14.Kh1 0–0 15.Rae1 Nh5 16.Bh2 Qe7 and Black has equalized, Kosteniuk-V.Onischuk, Bastia 2017.

6.f3 cxd4 7.Bxd4 Bg7 8.0–0–0 0–0 9.h4 

White can also consider 9.g4!? a6 10.Kb1 b5 11.h4 when White probably has the upper hand.

9...Qc7 

It seems advisable for Black to stem White's pawn storm on the kingside with 9...h5 but to prove which is better will require a great deal of analysis, but I have a hunch that 9...h5 will be safer than the game continuation.

10.g4 

10.h5!? looks promising and is perfectly in the style of the Sicilian Dragon.

10...Nb6 11.h5 Rd8? 

This move is the decisive error. Black should have played the "normal" 11...Be6 which connects the rooks, covers the b3–g8 diagonal.

12.hxg6 fxg6 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

13.e5! dxe5 Or 13...Nfd7 14.exd6 Qxd6 15.Nb5 Qd5 16.Bxg7 Qxd2+ 17.Rxd2 Kxg7 18.Nc7 and White is winning.

14.Bxb6! The point behind the previous move.

14...Rxd2 15.Bxc7 Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 26

D.Godoy Bugueno - W.Estrada Degrandi (2350) B07

Pan American Team Ch (Tucuman) 1971

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.f3 Bg7 5.Be3 c6 6.Qd2 e5 7.Nge2 Qe7 

Somewhat more common is 7...Nbd7 and now: 

8.g4 Nb6 9.Ng3 Nfd7 10.Be2 0–0 11.0–0–0 exd4 12.Bxd4 Ne5 13.f4 Nec4? (Black should have played 13...Nxg4, although 14.Bxg7 Kxg7 15.Rhg1! looks a bit scary for Black) 14.Qd3 Bxd4 15.Qxd4 with clearly better chances for White, Spraggett-Claverie, Cappelle-la-Grande 2006. 

8.0–0–0 Qa5 (Or 8...a6?! 9.dxe5 dxe5 10.g4 Qc7 11.Ng3 Nf8? 

[image: image]

This move is a big mistake - can you spot the refutation?

12.g5! N6d7 (or 12...Ng8 13.Na4! with invasion on the dark squares) 13.Nf5! and now White crashes through: 13...gxf5 14.exf5 f6 15.Ne4 b5 16.Rg1 and Black resigned, narrowly missing out on being included as a main game in this book...1–0, Golubev-Vajda, Bucharest 2001) 9.Kb1 0–0 10.g4 b5 11.Ng3 (Or 11.g5 b4 12.gxf6 Bxf6 13.h4 Ba6 14.b3 bxc3 15.Nxc3 exd4 16.Bxd4 Bxd4 17.Qxd4 Bxf1 18.Rhxf1 Rad8 with a complicated position and chances to both sides) 11...exd4 12.Bxd4 Ne5 13.Bxe5?! (White should probably have gone for 13.g5, e.g., 13...Nfd7 14.Nd5!? Qxd2 15.Ne7+ Kh8 16.Rxd2 Nxf3 17.Bxg7+ Kxg7 18.Rxd6 Nde5 19.Nxc6 Nxc6 20.Rxc6 a6 when Black has decent compensation for the pawn) 13...dxe5 14.g5 b4 15.Nce2 Be6 16.Nc1 Rfd8 and Black has taken control of the game, Negi-Othman, Dubai 2008.

8.0–0–0 Na6 

Black has also tried 8...0–0 9.g4 b5 10.Ng3 exd4 11.Bxd4 b4 12.Nce2 c5 13.Be3 Ne8 14.Bh6 Bxh6 15.Qxh6 Nc6 16.Nf4 with a scary-looking initiative for White on the kingside in Short-McNab, England 2014, but Black can hang on by playing 16...Qe5 17.Nd5 Qg7, although 18.Qe3 will be challenging for Black.

10.Nc1 Nc7 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

11.dxe5! dxe5 12.Bc5! Qd7 13.Qe3 Nfd5 14.exd5 cxd5 15.Bc4 Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 27

K.Krivolapov (2368) – J.Kis (2122) B07

Eger 2004

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.h3 Bg7 5.Be3 0–0 6.g4 e5 7.dxe5 dxe5 8.Qxd8 

Another option for White is 8.g5 Nfd7 9.Qd2 c6 10.0–0–0 Qe7 11.h4 Nc5 12.f3 Ne6 13.Qf2 Nd7 14.Kb1 b5 15.Bh3 when White has the initiative, Karakehajov-M.Petrov, Albena 2010.

8...Rxd8 9.Nf3 c6 

[image: image]

Can White now win material with 10.Nxe5 Nxe4 11.Nxf7 Kxf7 12.Nxe4?

Black has also tried the logical 9...Nc6, which protects the e5–pawn and contests the d4–square: 10.Bc4 (or 10.g5 Ne8 11.Nd5 Be6 12.0–0–0 Bxd5 13.exd5 Nd4 14.Nh2 Nf5 15.Bd2 Rxd5 16.Bg2 Rc5 17.b4 Rc4 18.Bxb7 was Hasangatin-Fridman, Pardubice 1996, and now 18...Rd8 should be fine for Black.) 10...Nd4 11.0–0–0 Bxg4? 12.Bxf7+! Kf8 13.hxg4 Nxf3 14.Bc4 b6 15.Nd5 and White is already winning, the end came soon: 15...Nxg4 16.Rh3 Nd4 17.Bxd4 exd4 18.Rf3+ Ke8 19.Bb5+ Rd7 20.Bxd7+ and Black resigned, 1–0, Neuman-Rasik, Prague 2013.

10.Nxe5 

A better try for White is 10.a4!? Ne8 11.Bc4 h6 (11...Na6!?) 12.g5 h5?! 13.Nh4 Nd6 14.Rd1 Rd7 15.Bb3 and White has a clear advantage, Goreskul-Kovaleva, Alushta 2003.

10...Nxe4 11.Nxf7 Bxc3+! 

The intermediary move, which refutes Black's tactical idea.

12.bxc3 Kxf7 White resigned. 

0–1

Game # 28

A.Burn – J.Owen B07

Liverpool match 1874

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Be3 Bg7 5.Be2 0–0 6.h4?! Nc6 

Here Black's most popular move is 6...h5, but it is almost exclusively played at lower levels of play. 

Instead, higher-rated players tend to prefer 6...c5!?, and now: 

7.d5 b5! 8.Bxb5 Nxe4 9.Nxe4 Qa5+ 10.Nc3 Bxc3+ 11.bxc3 Qxb5 12.Nf3 Qc4 and Black is already clearly better, Paehtz-Vogt, Halle 1974. 

7.dxc5 Qa5! 8.cxd6 Nxe4 9.dxe7 Re8 10.Bd4 Nxc3 11.Bxc3 Bxc3+ 12.bxc3 Qxc3+ with a large advantage for Black, Keller-Seirawan, Zuerich 1984.

7.h5 e5 

Black could have tried 7...gxh5 8.Bxh5 e5 9.d5 Nd4 10.f4 c6 11.fxe5 dxe5 12.Nf3 Nxh5 13.Rxh5 Bg4 14.Rg5 Bxf3 15.gxf3 f5 as played in Orev-Khasin, Kislovodsk 1968, and now 16.Rxg7+ Kxg7 17.Bxd4 exd4 18.Qxd4+ Qf6 19.e5 would have lead to interesting play and better chances for White.

8.hxg6 fxg6 9.Nf3 Ng4! 10.Bc4+ Kh8 11.Ng5?? 

[image: image]

Now, what is best, 11...Bh6 or 11...h6?

11...Bh6?? 

Black is winning after 11...h6 12.Nf3 exd4 13.Nxd4 (neither 13.Bxd4 Nxd4 nor 13.Bg5 Qe8 change anything for White) 13...Nxe3 14.fxe3 Qg5.

12.Qxg4! Bxg4 13.Rxh6 Kg7?? 

Black panics and loses his head. With 13...Qd7! Black would have been doing okay, e.g., 14.Bb5 Qg7 15.Nxh7 Qxh7 16.Bxc6 bxc6 17.Rxh7+ Kxh7 18.dxe5 dxe5 19.f3 when White has excellent compensation for the exchange.

14.Rxh7+ After 14.Rxh7+ Kf6 Black is mated with 15.Nd5#.

1–0

Game # 29

Al.Ivanov (2425) – G.Zaichik (2425) B07

USSR Ch Students (Riga) 1980

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Be3 Bg7 5.Qd2 0–0 6.f3 c6 7.h4 e5?! 

The two "main lines" are 7...h5 and 7...b5.

8.0–0–0 exd4 9.Bxd4 d5 10.h5 dxe4? 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

11.hxg6 hxg6 12.Qf4! 

[image: image]

What happens on 12...Nh5?

Or 12.fxe4 Bg4? (Black should have tried 12...Ng4!? although 13.Nf3 Bxd4 14.Nxd4 Qf6 15.Be2 Rd8 16.Rhf1 Qe5 17.Bc4 Be6 18.Bxe6 fxe6 19.Qe2 is clearly better for White) 13.Nf3 Nh5 14.Qe3 Nd7 15.Bxg7 Kxg7 16.Rd6 Qe7 17.Qd4+ and White is winning, Nowak-Plachetka, Havirov 1970.

12...Nh5 13.Bxg7 

Or 13.Rxh5 Bxd4 14.Nxe4 Re8 15.Bc4 and Black is completely gone.

13...Nxf4 14.Rxd8 Rxd8 15.Bf6! The move Black had missed. Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 30

E.Schmittdiel (2425) – P.Wolff (2500) B07

Gausdal 1988

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Be3 Bg7 5.f3 c6 6.Qd2 b5 7.g4 h5 8.g5 Nfd7 9.a4 

The main line is 9.f4 b4 10.Nd1 c5 11.c3 bxc3 12.bxc3 Qa5 13.Nf3 Bb7 14.Bd3 cxd4 15.cxd4 Qxd2+ 16.Nxd2 Nc5! 17.Bb5+ Kd8 18.Nc3 Ne6 and Black is very close to having equalized, Perez-Santiago, Villa Martelli 2016.

9...b4 10.Nce2 

Or 10.Nd1 a5 11.Nf2 Nb6 12.Bd3 d5 13.Ne2 N8d7 14.0–0 e6 15.b3 0–0 16.Rac1 e5 and Black has equalized, Madl-Cekro, Hilversum 1993.

10...c5 

[image: image]

Can White win material?

11.dxc5!? 

Another try for White has been 11.f4?! Bb7 12.Bg2 Nc6 13.Nh3 Qb6 14.dxc5 Nxc5 and Black is already comfortably better, Perez Candelario-Granda Zuniga, Navalmoral 2012.

11...dxc5 12.Qd5?! 

White should have played 12.0–0–0 Nc6 13.Nf4 Nd4 when Black has a pleasant position.

12...Qc7! Here White very prematurely resigned, something Schmittdiel occasionally did in those days. Black is clearly better but certainly not yet winning.

0–1

Game # 31

G.Arzumanian (2448) – S.Domogaev (2401) B07

Tula 2006

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Be3 c6 5.Qd2 Nbd7 6.Nf3 e5 

This move is a specialty of Grandmaster Vladimir Onischuk.

7.dxe5 

Some of White's key alternatives are: 

7.Bc4 h6 8.0–0–0 Qe7 9.Bb3 Ng4 10.Rhf1 Bg7 11.h3 Nxe3 12.fxe3 Rf8 13.Kb1 a6 14.a4 b5 with chances to both sides, Riff-V.Onischuk, Bastia 2016. 

7.h3 Qe7 8.Bd3 Bg7 9.0–0 0–0 10.Rfe1 Re8 11.a4 a5 12.Rad1 exd4 13.Nxd4 Nc5 14.Bh6 Bh8 15.Nde2 Be6 and the chances are about even, Odeev-V.Onischuk, Budapest 2017. 

7.0–0–0 Qe7 8.h3 a6 9.g4! Bg7 10.a3?! (10.Kb1 0–0 11.Bg2 Re8 12.Rhe1 looks better for White) 10...b5 11.Be2 Bb7 12.dxe5 dxe5 13.Nh4?! h6 14.g5 hxg5 15.Bxg5 Nc5 and Black has the clearly better chances, Babujian-V.Onischuk, Al Ain 2015.

7...dxe5 8.0–0–0 Bb4 

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: image]

Calculate the consequences of 9.Nxe5 Nxe4.

Black should have played 8...Be7 9.Kb1 (or 9.Bh6 Ng4) 9...0–0 with a playable position.

9.Nxe5 Nxe4 10.Qd4! Nxc3? 

Black should have played 10...Bxc3 11.bxc3 Qe7 12.Qxe4 although now neither recapture works particularly well for Black: 12...Nxe5 (or 12...Qxe5 13.Qxe5+ Nxe5 14.Bd4 f6 15.f4 Nd7 16.Bc4 and Black has issues with his king) 13.f4 Nd7 14.Qxe7+ Kxe7 15.Bc4 Re8 16.Rhe1 f6 17.f5 and White has a large advantage.

11.Nxd7 Nxd1 12.Nf6+ Ke7 13.Qxb4+ Kxf6 14.Qh4+ Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 32

I.Kurnosov (2577) – M.Dzhumaev (2527) B07

Tashkent 2008

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Bg5 Nbd7 5.Qd2 

This position is the so-called 150 Attack, named so because it is recommended for players rated 150 (around 1800) according to the English rating system. It is, however, rather popular, even among considerably stronger players.

5.f4 is discussed in the following main games.

5...a6 

The text move is almost never seen. Instead 5...h6 is played far more frequently, for instance, 6.Bh4 c5 (or 6...Bg7 7.0–0–0 g5 8.Bg3 Nh5 9.Nge2 c5 10.Kb1 a6 11.dxc5 Nxc5 12.Nd4 Bd7 13.Be2 Nxg3 14.hxg3 Qa5 with a sharp position and chances to both sides, Solozhenkin-Moiseenko, Jyvaskyla 2015) 7.dxc5 g5 8.Bg3 Nxc5 9.f3 Bg7 10.Bb5+ Bd7 11.Nge2 Bxb5 12.Nxb5 Nh5 13.Nbc3 Nxg3 14.hxg3 Qa5 15.0–0–0 0–0–0 and draw agreed, ½–½, in Z.Almasi-Beliavsky, Cacak 1996.

6.0–0–0 b5 7.e5 b4 8.exf6 bxc3 9.Qxc3 e6?? 

This move is a massive mistake. Instead, 9...Nxf6 10.Bxf6 Bh6+! (winning an important tempo) 11.Kb1 exf6 12.h4 0–0 13.h5 g5 looks ugly but is playable for Black.

10.Re1! Nb6 

[image: image]

How should White best continue?

––––––––

[image: ]


11.d5! Na4 

Or 11...Nxd5 12.Qc6+ Bd7 13.Qxd5.

12.Qc6+ Bd7 13.Rxe6+! fxe6 14.dxe6 Bg7 

It would have been nice if Black had allowed 14...Bxc6 15.f7#

15.exd7+ Black resigned.

1–0

Game # 33

Y.Yakovich (2565) – A.Gual Pascual (2420) B07

Terrassa 1999

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Bg5 Nbd7 5.f4 c5?! 

The most popular move for Black is 5...h6, but I doubt it is best. We will cover it in the next main game below. 

5...c6 is the most solid option for Black: 6.Qf3 (White can consider 6.Nf3 Bg7 7.e5 dxe5 8.fxe5 with better chances for White) 6...Qa5 7.a3 d5 8.e5 Ne4 9.Bh4 Nxc3 10.Qxc3 Qxc3+ 11.bxc3 Bh6 12.Ne2 Nb6 and Black has a pleasant position, Rozman-Popilski, Dallas 2016.

6.e5 dxe5 

The alternatives are: 

6...h6 7.Bh4 Nh5 (7...Nh7?? 8.exd6 Nhf6 9.dxc5 Nxc5 10.Bb5+ Bd7 11.Bxf6 exf6 12.Qe2+ Ne6 13.0–0–0 Qa5 14.f5 gxf5 15.Bxd7+ Kxd7 16.Qh5 and Black is busted, Arias Santana-Yip, Saint Louis 2017) 8.exd6 Nxf4 9.Nge2 Ne6 10.d5 Ng5 11.dxe7 Bxe7 12.Bg3 0–0 13.h4 Nh7 14.Qd2 h5 15.0–0–0 and White has the upper hand, Ljubicic-Berebora, Split 1998. 

6...Nh5 7.g4 cxd4 8.Qxd4 dxe5 9.fxe5 Ng7 10.e6 Nxe6 11.Qxh8 Nxg5 12.0–0–0 and White is much better and soon won, Vasiukov-Pribyl,  Zalaegerszeg 1977.

7.dxe5 Nh5 8.Bc4 h6 9.e6 fxe6 10.Qd3 Kf7? 

––––––––

[image: ]


[image: image]

How should White continue his attack?

Black should have played 10...Qb6 11.g4 (11.Qxg6+ Kd8 12.0–0–0 hxg5 13.fxg5 Bg7 is fine for Black) 11...hxg5 12.gxh5 Qd6 13.Qxg6+ Kd8 14.fxg5 Qf4 15.Qe4 is better for White.

11.Nf3! 

This move is devastating for Black. The threat of Ne5+ forces Black to attempt a hopeless defense...

11...Ng7 

It is protecting the pawn on e6.

12.0–0! 

White improves on his position quietly as Black cannot mobilize any kind of defense, let alone counterplay. Note that White has only sacrificed a pawn to make this happen.

12...Qb6 13.Nh4 Black resigned. After 13.Nh4 Nf5 14.Nxf5 gxf5 15.Rae1 Nf6 16.Qxf5, Black's position collapses entirely.

1–0

Game # 34

A.Dreev (2570) – D.Anagnostopoulos (2375) B07

European Ch U20 (Arnhem) 1989

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Bg5 Nbd7 5.f4 h6 6.Bh4 Nh5 

Or 6...c5 7.dxc5 Nxc5 8.e5 Ng4?? (Black had to play 8...dxe5 9.Qxd8+ Kxd8 10.0–0–0+ Kc7 11.fxe5 Nfe4 12.Nd5+ Kb8 13.Nf3, when White has better chances, but Black has the upside of still being alive!) 9.Bb5+ Bd7 10.Qxg4 Bxb5 11.Nxb5 and Black could have resigned, Dreev-Gofshtein, Neum 2000.

7.f5 Bg7 8.Bc4 

Or 8.fxg6 fxg6 9.Bc4 Nb6 10.Bb3 Nf4 11.Qd2 g5 12.Bg3 e5 13.Nf3 c6 14.0–0–0 and White has the initiative, Yedidia-Zaichik, Philadelphia 1995.

8...Nhf6?! 

Black can consider 8...Nf4!? 9.Qf3 g5 10.Bf2?! (White should be able to improve with 10.0–0–0!? c5 (or 10...d5 11.Bb3 , in both cases with better chances for White.) 11.dxc5 Ne5 12.Bb5+ Bd7 13.Qf1) 10...c5 11.0–0–0 cxd4 12.Bxd4 Bxd4 13.Rxd4 Ne5 14.Qf2 Qb6 15.Bb5+ Bd7 16.Bxd7+ Kxd7 and Black is doing fine, Ostojic-Benko, Monte Carlo 1969.

OEBPS/d2d_images/image190.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
WINNING QUICKLY AT CHESS SERIEs

CATASTROPHES
& TACTICS IN THE
CHESS OPENING

Volumes 7-9

GO oL 18 SWNIOA - gNINIdD SSIHD FHL NI SIILIYL B SIHAOULSYIND

CATASTROPHES |
L TACTICS INTHE
CHESS OPENIG

: Caro-kom & e

o
E
=
=]
]
-
&
a
A
=
E]
=
2
2
=
=
F
o
2
&
a
4
=
=
£
E
3
|
<
g
3
0
o
(0]
b
9
A
)
3
3
®
a
0
5
2
5

uesuel usisied
ussuer usjsied






OEBPS/d2d_images/image152.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image471.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image193.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image078.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image397.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image035.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image079.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image310.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image431.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image197.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image110.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image154.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image275.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image234.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image278.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image432.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image476.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image037.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image119.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image239.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image517.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image162.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image287.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image364.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image288.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image242.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image247.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image401.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image369.png
2020
CarstenChess





OEBPS/d2d_images/image449.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image403.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image327.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image134.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image178.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image376.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image098.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image252.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image132.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image374.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image333.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image334.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image060.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image181.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image064.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image185.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image062.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image023.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image024.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image222.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image343.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image420.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image464.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image022.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image220.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image341.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image346.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image103.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image108.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/scene_break.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image502.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image503.png





