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Chapter 1 — A Star in the Snow
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Snow drifted softly across the yard as Twinkletoes stepped outside in her warm red coat trimmed with white fur. Her boots crunched gently in the fresh snow, and her breath made tiny clouds in the cold night air. Christmas lights glowed from the windows behind her, but out here everything felt calm and still.

The night was so quiet that Twinkletoes could almost hear each snowflake land. She tilted her head back and watched the sky, where thousands of tiny stars twinkled like little candles. As she lowered her gaze, something caught her eye—a soft golden glow resting in the snow near her boots.
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