
  
    [image: Hunter Bound]
  


  
    
      HUNTER BOUND

      BONUS CHRISTMAS CONTENT - CHAPTERS 1 & 2

      
        DAWN OF THE CURSE BOOK 3

      

    

    
      
        LEISL LEIGHTON

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Permien Press]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        About Hunter Bound

      

    

    
      
        Chapter 1

      

      
        Chapter 2

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ABOUT HUNTER BOUND

          

        

      

    

    
      A Hunter, a Fae Shifter, a power to face the Darkness …

      Were Hunter, Callum MacHeath, wants nothing more than to help his Alphas build their new Packlands into a place of safety and welcome. His only sadness is that his brother, Bram, still refuses to leave their old Alpha and venture north to join them. But then Leanna, half of his Alpha team, has a vision: he must journey south to find an incredibly powerful and mysterious Being whom only he can manage to bring into the pack. A Being they will need if they are to survive the dark times ahead even while death and destruction follow in her wake. Even as Callum heads south, he worries whether he really should bring this woman back to his pack – until he claps eyes on her and realises she’s his mate!

      Keighlie Abbott, failed Fae Shifter, has just escaped the clutches of the Witch Inquisitor. Horribly injured, her determination to find her Maman and sister are the only things keeping her going. But then, close to death, she runs into a strange man who saves her and Heals her, even though it almost kills him to do so. Even though experience tells her she can’t trust any stranger – no matter how handsome or how mesmerising his beautiful eyes – she saves him right back with power she never knew she had. Power that tells her she’s something her people have always been afraid of.

      Power that is attracting a terrible, dark entity that the stranger, Callum, seems to know all about. Was she mistaken in trusting him? And worse, is she mistaken in trusting she can control the power that ancient lore tells her could kill everyone she loves – including, shockingly, Callum.
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      ‘Hey, Cal.’

      Cal looked up from the hole he was digging for the new well to see one of the teenage younglings, David, standing at the edge of the newly ploughed field - the youngling knew not to run across the freshly ploughed field when it was being prepped for planting. His chest was heaving, his hand raised in a gesture that meant he needed to speak to Cal promptly.

      David was one of the teenage Were that had been put to work running messages between the senior members of their newly formed pack. This morning, he had been scheduled to be the runner for the Alphas. Which meant he couldn’t keep David waiting. Not just because the message was from their Alphas, but because delivering messages promptly was a point of pride for the younglings, especially when in specific service to their Alphas. As it had been for him when he was given the post of runner for their old Alpha, Iain MacCrae, when he’d been thirteen years old.

      He waved to David to indicate he’d be there in a moment and straightened to place his spade against the nearby fence post. Brushing his hands against his trousers, he gestured to the witch in charge to continue, and edged around the field to where David stood.

      As he walked, magic rose around him, tingling over his skin. The sensation was something he had become more and more used to over the last few years, but it never stopped filling him with a sense of awe.

      And not a little thrill.

      Seeds rose from the bags that bordered the field - one bag for each line that had been ploughed into the rich soil - as the six witches who specialized in nature magic, raised their hands, and did what they had done so many times since coming here. Pack - both Were and witch - who weren’t busy elsewhere, drew near to watch as the nature witches made the seeds fly in the air above their rows and then, with a gesture of their hands, forced the seeds down into the earth, spaced just enough apart so the plants would grow to their proper proportions.

      Applause greeted the little green sprouts that emerged a moment later - the start of new crops of lavender that would build the foundations of the pack’s wealth. Despite their need for these crops to build their coffers, they’d held off planting them until all their food crops were producing nicely. Immediate pack needs always came first.

      More magic shimmered in the air as he walked - the witches were encouraging the seedlings to grow to a decent size before allowing nature to take its course to ensure the oils and perfumes in flower and leaf would be of high standard when they were harvested in a few months and turned into the products that they would take to markets across England and Europe.

      As he neared David, the boy gestured excitedly at the fast growing crop. ‘I never tire of seeing that,’ he said, voice full of awe.

      ‘Neither do I,’ Cal said, turning around to see the field already covered with small lavender bushes, the tips beginning to show the purpling flowers that, aside from filling their coffers, would bring the bees and sweeten their honey.
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