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I’ve been publishing my writing for a long time and I’m not on some pedestal of success preaching down to the masses. I’m teaching from the trenches. I’m amazed you bought my book. I tell you every single thing I did to put it in your hands in these pages. If this stuff works for you I’d love to hear about it. In the meantime I’ll keep writing and you keep writing and I’ll see you out there learning how to fail. Also check out my How to Fail series of films, tv shows and colouring books 
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Why would i self publish a book?
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Even after self publishing 10 books, I still have the romantic ideal in my head that a publisher is going to come along and send me a big fat advance and send me on a world tour of speaking engagements and book signings and movie deals. That’s how it went for Stephen King and JK Rowling. I’d be hard pressed to name a dozen others. 

The other ideal was having the label New York Times Bestselling author. 

The quickest way to that is a Cricut machine and a sheet of printable vinyl.

How about for now we keep those dreams in the background for the next 100 pages or so and work on self publishing just in case those other things are slower in manifesting?

That’s not to say they can’t happen. There are just so many other details I dreamed of that ARE possible right now or in the next 12 months and they are possible for you too.

There are some realities about publishers that don’t feel like things I’d enjoy. 

They only publish 3-5% of the manuscripts they receive. Authors only receive about 5-10% of book sales and it pays off your advance first. The chances of that are slim given the amount of marketing they do for new authors which is zero. You may get listed on a holiday poster of all the books a publisher churned out that year but you’re on your own for signings, launches and promotions.

Don’t believe me? Email an author and ask if they have a few minutes to be interviewed. Ask them yourself. Most will say yes because they’ve been dying for someone to talk to about their book.

The library is full of great writers walking up and down the aisles wishing their books were on the shelf. That reminds me. Self published books can be in libraries too.

I don’t know if I’ll ever reconcile with the fact that I gave up on my writing dreams by going ahead and writing my books and publishing them myself and planning my own launch parties and signing events and booking speaking engagements independently. Maybe if I had just waited a little longer I could have done it the right way from the beginning and by now I’d be a famous author coaching others on how they too can be a famous sexy writer.

Writing this book is as much for me as it is for you. Seeing the words on the page that my success as a writer is valid and empowering and most of all counts is something I need to understand too. Perhaps by walking you through the process we can one day gather in groups and celebrate our creations and share our stories and expertise just because we want to and feel inspired to do so. By the way I also play in a band called Mulberry Creek if you need someone to provide entertainment at your launch party. I do stand up comedy from time to time and event planning so.....just in case the writing thing still hasn’t worked out for me, I’m available for all sorts of gigs.
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Choosing your writing software


[image: ]




Ideally you wrote your book in MS Word. I don’t work for Microsoft and I get no benefit whatsoever from saying that. I also do not work for Amazon or KDP or Etsy or YouTube or LinkedIn or iHeartRadio or Google or TikTok or Instagram or FaceBook or Pinterest or Spotify or iTunes or Audible or ACX or Kindle or Adobe. I wish I did. They are companies and programs and apps that I will reference a lot in this guide to becoming a famous sexy author. I may mention that again just to reassure you throughout the book.
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